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This book arose to some extent from the author s German 
doctoral dissertation, entitled 'Gilda Mercatoria' (Gottingen, 
1883). The latter was based mainly on printed sources, and 
did not aim at exhausting the subject. The present work is 
based mainly on manuscript materials, and in it the author 
aspires to throw light on the development not merely of gilds 
but also of the municipal constitution. Much fresh and clas- 
sified material illustrating general municipal history will be 
found in the text and footnotes. 

The shortcomings of many of the ordinary authorities on 
the history of gilds and boroughs are touched on in Vol. I. 
p. I, and in Appendix A. Appendix B (Anglo-Saxon Gilds) 
could not be dispensed with, inasmuch as many writers 
confuse Anglo-Saxon gilds with the Gild Merchant. The 
Scotch Gild Merchant and the Continental Gild Merchant 
(App. D and F) require separate treatment, because their 
development was different from that of the corresponding 
English institution, although most writers fail to notice 
this distinction. Appendix C (The English Hanse) and 
Appendix E (Affiliation of Boroughs) will, it is hoped, be as 
welcome to Continental as to English historians. The list 
of authorities at the end of Vol. I. may be helpful to future 
investigators. I have almost ready for the press a compre- 
hensive bibliography of British municipal history, comprising 
about 4000 titles, with a critical survey of the whole literature. 
Whether it will ever be printed, must probably depend upon 
the success of the present work. The student of municipal 



history now labours under great disadvantages; months of 
arduous labour are necessary before one can obtain a com- 
prehensive knowledge of the local authorities. A good guide 
to the literature of the subject would tend to stimulate re- 
search in a much-neglected field of study. 

Vol. II. is made up mainly of documents never before 
printed, some of them of considerable value for the study of 
general municipal history (for example, pp. 11,5-133). They 
are taken from the collections of manuscripts in the British 
Museum, the Public Record Office, the Inner Temple Librarj', 
the Library of the Society of Antiquaries of London, the 
Bodleian Library, and the municipal archives of the City of 
London, Andovcr, Bristol, Chichester, Exeter, Guildford, 
Ipswich, King's Lynn, Leicester, Southampton, and Totnes, 
The author has made no attempt to exhaust the materials 
contained in these local archives. Those of Leicester, King's 
Lynn, Andover, and Totnes are particularly rich in Gild 
Rolls. It is not necessary to explain in detail the difficulties 
attending the use of manuscripts scattered about in so many 
difTerent repositories. Stress of circumstances obliged the 
author to limit his researches in some of these archives to a 
very few days. 

In reproducing documents I have adhered closely to the 
orthography of the originals ; I have corrected these (in foot- 
notes or by insertions in brackets) only in cases where it is 
necessary to prevent obscurity; obvious mistakes are generally 
left uncorrected. 

The charters of confirmation referred to under the separate 
towns in Vol, II. are only such as I have happened to meet 
with ; in most cases there were probably more such con- 
firmations of the Gild Merchant. Vol. I. furnishes much 
material relating to particular boroughs not contained in 
Vol. II. Hence the reader who is particularly interested in 
the history of a single borough, should make use of the 
Index. 




Ipreface* vii 

My thanks are due to the custodians of the various archives 
mentioned above. The town clerks in charge of the local 
records were, with a single exception, exceedingly courteous. 
My thanks are especially due to Rev. R. H. Clutterbuck 
of Andover and Dr. R. R. Sharpe, Records Clerk of the City 
of London. Mr. F. T. Barrett of the Mitchell Library, 
Glasgow, and Mr. George Stronach of the Advocates' Library, 
Edinbui^h, facilitated my work while I was in Scotland 
searching for books relating to burghal history. Mr. Stronach 
has frequently furnished me with extracts from works in- 
accessible in the British Museum. My friend, Mr. F. York 
Powell, has helped me with suggestions ; and his encourage- 
ment has stimulated me to greater effort throughout the 
progress' of this work. 

The author has attempted to furnish certain new facts 
relating to the history of municipalities. The great need in 
this branch of study at present is the production of facts or 
fundamental data. Such data are scattered in profusion 
throughout the heaps of dusty records in the local archives. 
Investigators ought to make more use of these rich veins of 
precious ore. 

Cambridge, Mass., 
Jan, 1, 1890. 
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P. 2, n. 3, 1. 4, add ' Pigeonneau, Commerce, i. 122, 123 ; Kitchin, St. 
Giles' Fair, SJ 

P. 8, n. 2, 1. 13, add ' Heinsch, Reiche der Angelsaclisen, 58/ 

P. 5. For the development of commerce under Henry II, see Norgate, 
Angevin Kings, i. 434. 

P. 6, n. I. Romney is another example of a town without ' firma buigi.' 
(Burrows, Cinque Ports, 211.) 

P. 9, L 5 from bottom. For Edward Ts g^nt of a Gild Merchant and 
hanse to Berwick in 1302, see CaL Doc. Scotl., ii. 334 ; Munic Corp. 
Com., 1835, p. 1435 f Scott, Berwick, 246. 

P. 12, n. 1, 1. 1. To understand the reference to Dublin, see vol. ii. p. 41. 

P. 16, 1. I, insert * vol. i.' before ' 41.' 

P. 27, n. 2. At a meeting of the Gild of Berwick in 1506, the officers 
present were the mayor, dean, alderman, and the twelve ' feryngmen.' 
(Scott, Berwick, 259.) 

P. 30, n. 3. For the continental villeins, see also Gengler, Stadtrechtsalt., 
407-431. The following law regarding Scotch villeins is enunciated 
in the * Leges Burgorum ' : — ' Si homo alicuius baronis vel militis vel 
cuiuscunque servus venerit in burgo et emerit ibi burgagium et man- 
serit in burgagio super unum annum et diem unum sine calumpnia 
domini sui vel eius ballivi, semper erit liber sicut burgensis et liber- 
tate burgi gaudebit.' (Innes, Anc. Laws, 9.) See also Hasse, Schles. 
Stadtrecht, 80 ; Hoveden, Chronica, ii. pp. xxxviii-xl. ; Gilbert, Cal. 
of Dublin Records, 224 ; Bracton's Notebook, i. 201. 

P. 81, n. 3, for * twenty-three ' read * thirty-three.' 

P. 81, n. 4, 1. 3, for ' coustumarii ' read ' custumarii.' 

P. 86, n. 1, 1. 6 ifrom the end, ' upon their oathe ' means in conformity to 
their burgess oath, in which they swore to obey the officers of the 
town. 

P. 45, n. I, L 7, before ' 382 ' insert ' Ki.' 

P. 56, n. 6 (pp. 55-56). See also Statutes of the Realm, i. 221. Here is 
a good example of the continental use of ' lot ' in 1206 : 'quod sint 
liberi per totam terram nostram ab exactione theolonii et quodam 
jure quod loth noncupatur.' (Wauters, Preuves, 64.) 
VOL. I. b 



xviii aoDitions anD Cottcctions. 

P. 57, n. Si end, add ' Creighton, Carlisle, 40.' 

P. 69. At Winchester there were some citizens who were not in 

Gild, as may be inferred from the following words of a chatter of 
Edward 111 granted in 1349 to the Bishop of Winchester :—' Et 
quod nullus Civis Civitatis illius nee alius qui in Gilda Mercatoria 
ejusdem Civitatis non fuerit, feriam illam [St. Giles Fair] cum mer- 
candisis seu mercimoniis suis post diem Nativitatis beate Marie 
absque fine cum eodem Episcopo pro voluntate ipsorum Justicia- 
riorum facicndo ingredi debet.' (Kitehin, St. Giles Fair, 38.) 'Alius' 
also indicates that there were other persons besides dtiicns in the 
Gitd. 

P. 70, 1. n. For the Jew's position in the borough community see 
Statutes of the Realm, i. 321 : ' And the King wiUeth that they shall 
not, by reason of their merchandise, be put to lot or scot or in taxes 
with the men of the cities or boroughs where they abide ; for that 
they are taxable to the King as his bondsmen, and to none other but 
the King' (Edward I's Statutes of the Jewry), In 1268 the mayor 
and citizens of Winchester received 'Qenedict the Jew, the son of 
Abraham, into the full membership of our liberty as a co-citixen and 
our co-^ldsman of the Merchant Gild, and to all the privileges 
which belong to the said liberty,' (Jewish Chronicle, Aug. 9, 1S89.) 
The admission of Jews to the Gild was certainly a rare occurrence; 
it is possible that, in the case before us, Benedict was a converted 
Jew. 

P. 71, n. 3, 1. 6, for ' Oblatibus ' read ' Oblatis.' 

P. 73, n. 4. For the population of medieval boroughs, see also Burrows, 
Cinque Ports, 154, 235; Rep. MSS. Com., 1888, App. vii., 171; 
Archaeologia Camb., 1S73, iv. 168. 

P. 79, n. I, I. 4, add ' Schmid, Gesetze, 561 '; n. i, 1. 3 from end, for ' Cal.' 
read ' Abbrev.' 

P. 81, n. 1, end. The term 'gild-hall' was also a modem innovation in 
the Cinque Ports. (Burrows, Cinque Ports, 43, 44.) 

P. 81, n. 2. There was a moot-hall also ai Maldon and Daventry. 
(Munic Corp. Com., 1835. pp. 1844-5, 243I-) 

P. 82, n. a. In aa Edw, I the 'aula communis' of Oxford is mentioned, 
(Madox, Firma Burgi, 94.) 

P. 82, n. 3, 1. 3 fi-om bottom, after moot-hall insert ' or moot-place.' 

PP. 82, 83. I wish to add a few more words of explanation concerning 
the use of gild-hall for town-hall. The borough court was originally 
held in the open air, the moot-place being generally near the old or 
chief church of the town, or near the market-place ; for example, at 
Oxford the court was held near St. Martin's (Carfax) Church, in 
London in the church-yard of St, Paul's. (Gomme, Prim. Folk- 
Moots, 151-159; Liber de antiq. Leg., 37, c/^ajf.; Liber C us t., 726; 
Boase, Oxford, 8; vol. ii. pp. 116-iao,) The gilds, on the other 
hand, had their meetings and banquets under cover, i.e. in their 
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gild-halls. (Below, p. 183, n. i.) In bad weather the civic authorities 
held pleas in some gild-hall or church. (Statuta Gilde, cc. 43, 49, 
below, pp. 237-9; vol. ii. p. 121.) In course of time a separate 
building would be erected, called the moot-hall or common hall, etc. ; 
or some old gild-hall would be purchased to serve as a town-hall, as 
described on p. 83. 

P. 85, n. I. For some arguments against the theory of the Roman origin 
of the Anglo-Saxon borough, see Green, Making of England, ch. iv ; 
Scrutton, Influence of Roman Law, 53-57. My views concerning 
the origin of the borough are, perhaps, not expressed specifically 
enough on p. 85. I regard the borough merely as an expansion of 
a township or the union of two or more townships. This larger com- 
munity obtained a jurisdiction of its own separate from the courts of 
the hundred and shire. The simple township had no tribunal of its 
own ; its pleas were generally tried in the court of the hundred. Thus 
the possession of a special court distinguished a borough from a 
tou-nship. For the Anglo-Saxon * burh-gemot,' see Schmid, Gesetze, 
596; and Stubbs, Sel. Charters, 71, 73. The Danish invasions 
tended to draw the people together into larger communities or 
fortified places, and hence was an important element in the early 
growth of boroughs. 

P. 95, n. I. For some examples of the use of * successores * in the 
twelfth century, see Munic. Corp. Com., 1835, p. 1289 (Ilchester) ; 
and Rep. MSS. Com., 1881, p. 269 (Pontefract). See also vol ii. 
p. 150. 

P. 106, n. 2. For the *Five Burghs,* see also Schmid, Gesetze, pp. Ii, 574; 
Green, Conquest of Eng., 122, 609; Worsaae, Danes and Norw. in 
Eng., 31, 32 ; Lappenberg, England, i. 314, 612 ; Freeman, Norm. 
Conq., iv. 208, vi. 91. It is doubtful whether these five boroughs 
(Derby, Nottingham, Stamfold, Lincoln, Leicester) really formed a 
municipal federation. For the Cinque Ports, see Burrows, Cinque 
Ports. 

P. 107, n. 3, 1. 5, for * Placita * read * Placit.' or ' Placitorum.' 
P. 108, n. 3. The following throws some light on the relations of the 
weavers of Oxford to the civic authorities : — * Textores Oxonie red- 
dunt compotum de i. dolio vini pro habendo brevi quod Maior et 
Prepositi Oxonie permittant ipsos habere libertates in villa Oxonie, 
tam in pannis faciendis quam aliis, quales habuerunt tempore 
Henrici Regis, Ricardi Regis et Johannis Regis,' etc. (9 Henry III. 
Madox, Exch., i. 414.) Cf. ibid., i. 338-339. On the Continent the 
merchants seem to have oppressed the weavers and fullers because 
these artisans competed with the former in the cloth trade. See 
Levasseur, Classes Ouv., i. 266, et seq, ; Schles. Urk., Introd. ; Hdhl- 
baum, Urk., i. 449 ; below, p. 298. This may help to explain similar 
oppressions in English towns. 

P. 108, n. 4. For Flemish artisans in England during the reign of Henry 

b 2 
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I, see also Vareoberg, Relations Dip., 70 : CiubDcn, Cakdosta, n. 
600; William of Maltnesbury, Gcsla. Regom iRoIls Series), ti. J65, 
477 ; Ko\-eden, Chronica, i. 16S ; Symeon of Durham, Opera (Rolls 
Series), ii. 245 ; Florence of Worcester, Ctaronicon (EngL Hbt-Soc), 

ii. 64. 

p. 109, n. 3. See also Rot. Scacc, i. p. bncdi ; Robertson, Scoll, i. 309. 
The whole history of the Flemings in Berwick is i-ery inieresting. 
See VV alter de Hemingburgh, Chronicon, ii. 98, a. D. 1 396 : 'Triginta 
vero Flandrcnses, qui Aulam Rubeam sic nominatam tali coadicioDe 
receperant ut earn contra regem Anglorum omni tempore taerentur, 
domuin eandem usque ad vespenim virititer defenderunt.' Rbbanger, 
Chronica, 157, calls ihem 'mcrcaiores vcro Flandrcnses, qui in villa 
eadem domum, ad modum turris, babebant fonissimam'; Trivet, 
Annales, 344, uses similar language in speaking of them. 

P. 110. An essay by C. W. Colby on the early history of the 'select 
body' will soon appear in the English Historical Review. 

P. 114. n. 3. For the privileges of the weavers of Oxford teinf. Hen. II, 
see Madox, Exch,, i. 339. 

P. 115, n., I. 5 from end, for ' Cal." read ' Abbrev.' 

P. 116, n. 3. See also Jusserand, Wayfaring Life, 238. 

P. 118, n. 6. For a note concerning the Corpus Christi Play at Pontefrad, 
see Walford, Gilds, 153. See also vcj. ii. p. u? ; Gilbert, Cal. of 
Dublin Records, 339. 

P. 124, n. I. See also vol. ii. p. 80. 

P. 126, n. 3. Sec also vol. ii. p. 3S4. 

P. 127, n. I, add ' Madox, Exch., i. 337.' 

P. 129, n. I, There was also a Mercers' or Merchant Grocers' Company 
at Pontefract in 1700. (Walford, Gilds, 253.) There was formerly 
a company al Richmond made up of the mercers, grocers, and 
haberdashers. (Smith, Old Yorksh., New Ser., i. 133.) 

P. 136, n. I. For ' town ventures ' of Rye, see Burrows, Cinque Ports, 
319. 

P, 161, 1. I, el seq. The gild and borough were different aspects of the 
same thing, just as were parish and township, See Stubbs, Const, 
Hist., i. 317. 

P. 164, n. 3. The Company of Dredgers of Faversham and that of the 
Drafters of Nottingham are still in existence, (Burrows, Cinque 
Ports, 236.) 

P, 176, n. 3. Von Maurer, Stadteverf., ii. 323, also regards these 'col- 
legia ' as hereditary castes, organiied for the service of the stale. For 
the whole subject, see Levasseur, Classes Guv., Bk. i. 

P. 176, n. 4. For tbetc 'sworn-brotherhoods,' see also Vigfusson and 
Powell, Corpus Poel.,i. 103,308,393,433,434,486; Kennett, Paroch. 
Antiq., i. 78. 




amittton0 anti Cottection0. xxi 

p. 178, 1. 7. Cf. ' gafol-gelda,' Ine, c. 6 § 3, c. 23 $ 3. (Schmid, Gesetze, 

22, 30.) 
P. 179, 1. 15, for 'frit^ ' read *fri¥.' 

P. 179, n. 3. Another collection of public laws was made in a similar 
way, i. e. by the people of Kent at the instance of officers sent by 
King Athelstan ('auxilio sapientum eorum quos ad nos misisti'). 
See Schmid, Gesetze, 148. 

P. 180, 1. 2. It is also worthy of remark that injunctions concerning 
psalm-singing are to be found in the midst of other public laws of 
Athelstan dealing witt\ theft. '£t decantetur omni die Veneris in 
singulis ecclesiis unum quinquagenarium psalmorum pro regi et 
omni popolo.' (Schmid, Gesetze, 155.) 

P. 180, n. 2. See also Earle, Land- Charters, p. 1.; and Hermann, 
Standegliederung, 34. Hermann does not agree with me in my 
explanation of * hynden,' but he substitutes nothing better. 

P. 181, 1. 1. It should be noticed that in several passages of the ' Judicia' 
the verb 'gildan' (=to pay) is used. 'Gelda' is also applied to 
persons in Ine's laws (Schmid, Gesetze, 22, 3a ' Gafol-gelda '). 
'Gegilda' in the 'Judicia' seems to me to be used in a similar way, 
not meaning brethren of a fraternity, but persons bound to make 
certain payments. 

P. 183, n. 3. See also below, pp. 290-291. 

P. 185, last line. In 1383 four men of Kilkenny were to be elected 
'barons' to hold pleas of fairs. (Chartae Hib., 81.) The same 
enactment occurs in a charter of New Ross in 1389. (Ibid., 85.) 
In 1584 Kilmallock received a charter which ordered that the chief 
town officer and twelve burgesses were to choose 'four men to be 
barons in the court of pie poudre who should have power to hold 
pleas.' (Cal. of Close and Pat. Rolls, ii. S7,) 

P. 188, 1. 3 from bottom, for * cnichta ' read ' cniahta.' 

P. 189, n. 8. These laws' of Henry I also repeat Alfred's enactments 
(cc. 27, 28) concerning ' gegildan.' (Schmid, Gesetze, 475 ; c. 75, 
§ 10.) In Henry Ts reign the Abbot of Ramsey granted certain 
privileges to a gild at Ferefeld. (Chronicon Abb. Rames., 237.) See 
also Jose' de Brakelonda, 2. 

P. 190, n. 4. For federations of monasteries in England, see also Annales 
Monast., iv. 41 1 ; Hale, Reg. Prior. Wigom., pp. xciv, cxxvi. 

P. 199, n. 3. In 1475 Bruges was regarded as an exemplar by certain 
crafts of Edinburgh. (Extracts from Ed. Records, 1403- 1 528, p. 32.) — 
For the Flemings in Scotland, see also Chalmers, Caledonia, ii. 600- 
610. 

P. 199, n. 3, 1. 12, dele *and.' 

P. 210, n. 6, end, add * Salvioni, Gilde, 71.' 

P. 225, n., 1. 7, for * Chalmers ' read * Chambers.' 
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p. 270. For some interesting documents illustrating burghal affiliation 
and the appellate jurisdiction of mother towns in Flanders, see 
Coutume de Bruges, 260, 422, 486-494. 

P. 284. In 1279 Peter King of Aragon granted to the merchants of 
Barcelona the right to elect two merchants to supervise mercantile 
affairs. (Capmany, Memorias Hist, sobre Barcelona, ii. 367.) For 
the craft fraternities of Barcelona, see Ebert, Quellenforschungen zur 
Gesch. Spaniens, (Cassel, 1849), 26-42. 

P. 287, n. 5. Hasse (Schleswiger Stadtrecht, ch. v) also makes the Gild 
the starting-point of the civic community, but he advances little 
evidence to support his hypothesis. 
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THE GILD MERCHANT. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Inception and Distribution. 



THE history of gilds appeals to a wide range of 
sympathies — to the political economist, investigating 
the annals of commerce and industry ; to the jurist, seeking 
to penetrate the gloom enveloping the origin of the law 
of corporations; to the sociologist and historian, interested 
in the social structure and municipal institutions of the past. 
This is pre-eminently true of the English Gild Merchant, for 
a clear account of which we vainly seek in treatises devoted 
to the history of gilds ^ and municipalities ^, or in works on 
the general development of the English constitution ^. The 



* See Appendix A. 

• Brady's Treatise of Cities and 
Boroughs, which, Hallam (Hist., iii. 
41) justly says, is ' disgraced by a per- 
verse sophistry and the suppression of 
truth/ does not discuss the Gild Mer- 
chant in detail. Still he ascribes to it 
an enormous influence in the evolution 
of the burghal constitution (pp. 20, 47, 
77, 84) ; but advances no proofs to 
support his assertions. Madox has very 
little to say concerning this fraternity 
(Firma Burgi, 27-30), but that littie, 
by judicious elimination of his ' perad- 
ventures,' has been made the key-stone 
of some pregnant theories by such con- 
tinental writers as Wilda, Fortuyn, 
Hiillmann, and Brentano. In compiling 
their laborious History of Boroughs, 
Merewether and Stephens were actuated 
more by a desire to reform the present 
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than to add to. our knowledge of the 
past. Many of their general inferences 
regarding the Gild Merchant (pp. xiv., 
xvi., 117, 118, 138-146, 350, 366, 381, 

390, 392, 4io» 4691 488, 1049, "44, ff 
passim) and other medieval municipal 
institutions are untenable. The chief 
utility of the work lies in its valuable 
illustrative materials. Thompson's Essay 
on English Municipal History is really 
a collection of excellent disconnected 
sketches of the history of a few par- 
ticular towns, rather than a general 
treatise on boroughs. His data are too 
meagre to give general authority to his 
deductions concerning the Gild (pp. 
viii.-xi., 13-15, 36, 49-58, 80-86, 99- 
108, 119, 129,143). 

* Gneist dismisses the subject with a 
few words (Verfassungs- und Verwal- 
tungsrecht, ii. 496, 504; Gesch. des 
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little that has been written on the subject is replete with 
errors, whose wide prevalence renders it doubly difficult to 
give a lucid exposition of the nature and growth of this 
institution. 

r In the sources for the history of the Anglo-Saxon period 

I ihere is no trace of the existence of the Gild Merchant, or of 

any gilds forming the nucleus of town government, or even 

1 participating in the latter'. , 

"■ / The history of the Gild Merchant begins with the Norman 

/ Conquest. The latter widened the horizon of the English 

, merchant even more than that of the English annalist. The 
close union between England and Normandy led to an in- 
crease in foreign commerce*, which in turn must have greatly 
stimulated internal trade and industry, /Moreover, the greatly 
enhanced power of the English crown tempered feudal turbu- 

^ lence, affording a measure of security to traders in England 
that was as yet unknown on the continent '|^ 'Among other 
things,' says the Saxon chronicler, ' is not to be forgotten 
the good peace that he (William the Conqueror) made in the 
land. It was such that a man . . . might go over the kingdom 
unhurt with his bosom full of gold*.' 'All ports and roads,' 



Sclf-goTemtncm, loj, no; Vcrias- 
■ang^cscliichlr. 115). In this u in 
other pbases af mmiicipnl dcvelapmenl, 
he follows Mcrewetbci and Stephens 
loo closely. Stubbt's brief account of 
ibc Gild Merchant is vagoe and incooi- 
pletc, bat it is by far the best that I 
Iwm- seen iConslli. Hist., i. 468, 473- 
47!i '^99) '>■. ^05-631). He touches 
npon some impoctant truths of whose 
eminence his predecessors had no pie- 
icntimeot, and he avoidi many of their 

' See Appendix B. 

* Freeman, Norman Conq.,v, 359,360; 
Hoblbaom, Haas. Urkondenbneti, iii. 
379, 380 ; Cniiningham. EngliEb lodustiy, 
118,133; Hollam, Middle Ag(% ili. 13. 
See alio Ordericns Vilalis in Duchesne's 
Norm. Scriplorei, jao, under Ihe year 
1070: ' Vicot aliijnos anl font nrbonn 




Gallicis mercibus et mangonibus re- 
ferta conspiceres." For tiie conunercial 
prosperity of the larger English towiu 
In the first hair of :he iwelfUi ccn- 
tary, see WilUam of Mnlmsbury, Gcsts 
Pontilicum, r40, tji, 30i, loS, 191, 
308, 311. and Gcsta Regnm, I14, 
ii5; Gesta Stephani, 13, 36; HohU 
baum, Hans. Urkandenbnch, iii. 379.- 
3B1 ; Orkneyinga Saga, 95, gSj MaO> 
pherson, Commerce, L 319-33); andeC 
Ashley, Woollen Ind,, 35. The Nonnoa 
Conquesi appears also to have alimnlaled 
the commercial growth of Fieock lowtta 
(Chimel, Hist, de Ruuen, i. p. Ixix). 

' Nasse,FeldgemcinKbaft,si;Stubba, 
Const. Hisl., i. 3J9, 383. 

' Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, A. D. toS; 
(ed, Thorpe!, ii- i8g, Cf. Henry of 
Huntingdon, HiEloria, p. Jio; Chalet, 
lli^I. de Rouen, i. p. Insii. 
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William of Poitiers informs us, *he ordered to be open to 
merchants, and no injury to be done them \' ^'he improved 
communication with the continent and the augmentation of 
internal security by a strong central power soon expanded 
trade and industry far beyond the narrow limits by which they 
were circumscribed in Anglo-Saxon times *.S 

With this expansion of trade the mercantile element would 
become a more potent factor in town life, and would soon feel 
the need of joint action to guard its nascent prosperity against 



' / , 



* Gesta Willelmi (ed. Mascrcs), 149: 
*Portus et quaclibet itinera negotia- 
toribus patere, ct nullam injuriam fieri 
jussit.* See also Ordcricus Vitalis in 
Duchcsne*s Norm. Scriptores, 520: 
* Nemo pracdari audebat sed unusquis- 
que sua rura tuto colebat.' 

' It is true that commercial relations 
existed between England and the con- 
tinent in the Anglo-Saxon period. 
(Haddan and Stubbs, Councils, iii. 497 ; 
Monumenta Germaniae, iv. 718; Ma- 
sercs, Hist. Anglic, 157, a 10; Cunning- 
ham, Engl. Industry, 83, 83 ; Giry, St. 
Omer, 2 76 ; Worsaae, Danes and Nor- 
wegians in Eng., 100-106 ; Turner, 
Anglo-Saxons, iii. 115; Raine, Histo- 
rians of Church of York, i. 349, 350, 
454; Lappenberg, England, i. 327, 
624-626.) But Green is doubtless right 
in concluding that this intercourse did 
not assume large dimensions, that, in 
fact, * in the tenth century England 
could hardly claim to be a trading 
country at all' (Conq. of England, 
335» 43^ i Macpherson, Commerce, i. 
287-289). The law that made any 
merchant * thcgn-right worthy ' who 
thrice crossed the sea by his own means 
(Thorpe, Laws, 81 ; Schmid, Gesetzc, 
391), indicates that such foreign ven- 
tures could not have been very frequent. 
It is plain, likewise, that internal trade 
and industry did not flourish. The 
needs of the powerful lords were satis- 
fied by their dependents ; indeed, most 
communities contented themselves with 
producing only enough to supply their 
own wants (Turner, Anglo-Saxons, iii. 



105; Cunningham, Eng. Industry, Co, 
84). From the frequent mention of 
theft in the Anglo-Saxon laws, and 
from the stringency with which it was 
punished (Thorpe, 47-54, 97, and Index ; 
Schmid, 557), we may infer that it 
widely prevailed and engendered a feel- 
ing of general insecurity. Hence all 
buying and selling was restricted to 
privileged towns ; and no bargain 
could be made unless witnessed by the 
port-reeve, the territorial lord, the priest, 
or some other trustworthy man (Thorpe, 
68, 87, 108, 120, 212; Schmid, iii, 
137, 181, 203, 355, 619). In these 
laws the merchant is very rarely men- 
tioned. — London had far outstripped 
the other Anglo-Saxon towns in com- 
mercial activity (Bede, Eccl. Hist., lib. 
ii. c. iii.) ; but it is evident from the 
* Judicia Civitatis* (Thorpe, 97 ; Schmid, 
157) that agriculture still predominated 
in it in the tenth century. In most 
English boroughs during the greater 
part of the eleventh century agriculture 
was a more conspicuous element than 
trade and industry (Cunningham, Eng. 
Industry, 123; von Ochcnkowski, 51 ; 
English Hist. Rev., ii. 367). 

The reigns of Canute and Edward 
the Confessor also contributed to the 
development of English commerce and 
industry (Worsaae, Danes in Eng., 100, 
106 ; Green, Conquest, 328, 440 ; De 
Freville, Commerce de Rouen, i. 98, iL 
1 2 ; Hohlbaum, Urkundenbuch, iii. 380 ; 
Thorpe, Anc. Laws, 211), but not in 
the same degree as that of William the 
Conqueror. 
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encroachments. No t un tU there was something of importance 
to protect, not until trade and industry began to predominate 
over agriculture within the borough ', would a protective 
union like the Gild Merchant come into being. Its existence, 
in short, presupposes a greater mercantile and industrial 
development than that which prevailed in England in the 
tenth century. This circumstance and the absence of all 
mention of the Gild Merchant in the records of the Anglo-- 
Saxon period render it probable that this fraternity first 
appeared in England soon after the Conqueror had established 
his sway and restored order in the land, 
f Whether it was merely a reorganization of older gilds, 
,\a spontaneous adaptation of the gild idea to the newly- 
begotten trade interests, or a new institution directly trans- 
planted from Normandy, we have no means of determining . 
with certainty. The last-mentioned view is strongly favoure<J 
by the circumstance that, at the time of the Conquest, th« 
Gild Merchant doubtless existed in Northern France and 
Flanders'. From the Frenchmen who became burgesses oR 
English towns '. and from the Norman merchants who throngec 



' Even long after Uie Conquest the 
■giicalCumt element prevailed in Eng- 
lish boroughs far mote than is cooi- 
moaty supposed. See Tbompion, 
Mimic. Hiit., 43, 45 ; Rot. Purl., i. "8- 
3381 Rogers, SizCcDlurieiii. Ill, lal ; 
Owen *Qd Blakeway, Sbiewsb., i. 153, 
1J4 ; Gomme in Archaeologia. vnL 46. 
pp. 403-411; Onnciod, ChcEhirc, iii. 
36 ; Gilbert, AccouBt of National MS5. 
of IreL, 309 ; Stack, Gaintb.. 73-73 ; 
Picloo, Memorials, i. 30, ii. 17 ; Boldon 
Buke, 9, s ; JefTcraou, Cumbcrl., ii. >i; 
Alhley, Econ. Uist., 73. 

■ Pagart d'Hemiaiuan, LesaudenneE 
eontmnnaaleideSt.Omer, 11,13 ; Giry, 
St. Otnei, 376 ; Wanters, Liberies Com- 
niniules, 39, 30. 178, iSi , 768 ; Cellier, 
Recbcidies sur V&leaciennes, 1B5. 

' Daring the reign of the Conquctoc 
there were many ' fiancigenae burgenses' 



in Hereford, Shrewsbury. Norwl^ 
NotliDgham, London, and probably I] 
otlicr towns. See Domesday, 
151, 380, ii. 118; Engl. Hist. Revien 
ii. 366; Records of Nottingham, i " 
108,134,186; Bailey. NutiiDghamgliire 
i- ^7, 39 ; Morgan. Nonnan Occ, 1 
> Inter Angtiae niunidpia, vicos et c 
tales, Londonia melior et major habetv^ 
Ad hone, post<;uam facta cat sub dldoU 
Nonuannoium, qnamplnres indigcna^ 
fum RotomBgielCadomi,qiiaenabilio 
Normanciae loca stmt, se tranEtulentn; 
incolae civilatis esse delegcntes, CO qtlQ 
mercimoniis aptior ct refertior erat qtM 
(,iiV.)(requentoreconsueverant.' (Vit»I 
Tbomae. ed. Giles, ii. 73,)— 'CivUfti 
Angli cum Normannia cohabitnbant 1 
burgis, castrix et urbibus.' (Ordericd 
Vilalis in Ducheane's Nonn. ScriptnJ 
5J0.) -=■ 
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the marts of England after the Conquest, the English would 
soon ascertain the advantages of formal trade organization \ 

The earliest distinct references to the Gild Merchant occur ^ 
in a charter granted by Robert Fitz-Hamon to the burgesses 
of Burford (1087-1107), and in a document drawn up while 
Anselm was Archbishop of Canterbury (1093-1 109). Accord- 
ing to the latter the Chapman Gild of Canterbury gave to the 
community of Christ Church eight houses in exchange for nine 
others ^. Soon afterwards, during the reign of Henry I, the 
Gild Merchant appears in various municipal charters ; and, as 
the latter multiply under Henry II, Richard I, and John, it is 
mentioned more frequently among the burghal franchises. Its 
growth and propagation must have been greatly stimulated by 
the further extension of England's continental possessions 
under Henry II, and by the wise laws enacted during his 
reign for the preservation of internal peace and order. 

It is necessary carefully to determine the place of the Gild 
among the privileges enumerated in the charters of the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries. Pre-eminent among these immunities 
is the grant of a free borough (* liber burgus '), a term difficult 
to define, because it was a variable generic conception. It 
comprised a vague aggregate of franchises^ whose number was 



' Prof. Hohlbaum (Deutsche Lit.- 
Zeitung, Jan. 1 2, 1 884) agrees with me 
in placing the inception of this frater- 
nity after the Norman Conquest. Stubbs 
says, it * must be at least as old as the 
Conquest* (Const. Hist., i. 472-473); 
*The great institution of the "gilda 
mercatoria" runs back* as we have 
seen, to the Norman Conquest and far 
beyond it* (Ibid., iii. 607). Green 
(Conquest, 439, 450) speaks of the Gild 
Merchant at Nottingham and Lincoln 
in the first half of the eleventh century, 
apparently basing his assertions on 
Domesday Book, which, however, no- 
where mentions this institution. Thomp- 
son (Essay, 13, 14, 35, 36; Leic, 11 ; 
see also vol. ii. p. 252) and XN'alford 
(Insur. Cyclop., v. 347) assure us, with- 



out advancing any proofs, that it widely 
prevailed in Anglo-Saxon towns. 
Thompson (Leic, 11) and Pearson 
(Middle Ages, i. 44) refer its origin to 
Roman times. Nitzsch (Berlin Akad., 
Monatsberichte, 27) thinks that it al- 
ready existed among the Saxons before 
they settled in England. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 29, 37. 

' That this is the proper definition 
of * liber burgus * is evident from many 
records, especially town charters; scc^ 
for example, Madox, Exch., i. 423. * All 
Buroughs that are styled Libcri Burgi 
have Liberties,* says Madox in Addit. 
MS., Mus. Brit, 4531, ff. 60,61 ; and with 
this agrees the definition given by the 
burgesses of Macclesfield in 1350 (vol. ii^ 
p. 171). 
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gradually increased in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 
A community might lack some of them, possessed by more 
powerful towns, and yet be called a free borough ; while, on 
the other hand, a simple village might enjoy certain of these 
liberties, without being able to arrogate to itself the title, in- 
dependence, and dignity of a borough '. Chief among the 
privileges thus comprehended in the notion of a free borough, 
and often granted side by side wilh the latter, were an 
independent judiciary, the burgesses being free from suits in 
county "and hundred courts outside the town — doubtless the 
principal characteristic of a borough ; the fee-farm rent (' lirma 
burgi ') or commutation of tolls, court perquisites, and other 
town dues, belonging to the king or mesne lord, for a fixed 
sum of money; exemption from toll throughout the realm ; 
the right to hold markets and fairs ; the election of town 
ofKccrs by the burgesses; the gild merchant ^; the return of all 
writs ; and, ultimately, the complete exclusion of the sheriff's 
and other royal bailiffs from all interference in the affairs of 
the borough *, The following translation of a charter of King 



' Take, (ot example, the importaot 
priviicgeof finna buigi,' Some power- 
lill lowDE such as Wincbeiter and Bris- 
tol <to not appear to have been licld by 
ihe bni^esieE in fee-farm till about the 
reign of Edward III. (Wood ward, 
Hampib., i. 178, 179 ; TstIot, Book 
■bont BriMol, J501 llunl, Bristol, 5SO 
In II Edward I, Winchester was (till 'dc 
coipore comitatns' (Madox, ' Pirma 
Burgi, 19). On the other baud, mere 
villages were frequently Tested wilb 
this franchise (Madoi, Firma Burgi, 
B4-56; Rot. Chart., 8s, 186 j Hans- 
borne, Northampton, 5), 

* In monicipal records it ii most com- 
monly called 'gilda mercatoria' and 
'gilda mercatorum ' (vol. ii. pp. 3-8, 
16. 38. 30, 33. 38, 4J-47, It fassim-). 
The following forms of tlic najiie also 
occbt: ' gilda mercanda' (below, p. 9, 
and iL 171, 174. 101-304, '^i ^'I'l: 
' RildB metcalii' (ii. 40, 43, 45 > ; " chap- 
man gild,' ' ceapmannegilde,' 'chcp- 



menesild-ii. 37,135.138.143); 'gtlde- 
racrcalnrn,' ' gnilda mercimoniabi^' 
'gildn meicandizandi' Lit. Co, li7,389)i 
' gelda mercaloria,' ' gelda mercandisK* 
(ii- 58); 'fiilda mercarii" (ii. )79;j 
' gnilda marcatoria," ' gylda mercnn- 
toria,' ' gylde chiflarc,' 'gilde mar* 
fcande" (ii. t3»5, an, 155, 356). Foe 
vflriotw other form* (' ghildft,' ' gnlda/ 
' yeld,' etc.), see H. 13a, 145, Ijo, 175, 
ij6, 196,313, »73. 347, 358. 

' To these may be added the right 10 
hold lands and tenements by borga^ 
tenure, which ts generally mentioned 
only in the charters of small baronial 
towns, its existence being taken for 
granted in other cases. See below, 
Ch. T. The bnrgc^es of Hereford thu« 
defined their Itnure ; — ■ .\nd we do not 
use to do feilty or any other foreign 
service to the lord of the fees for onr 
tctwmcnts, bot only [pay] the rents 
arising onl of the said tenements; be- 
cause we say that we hold our lene- 
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John to the town of Ipswich in laoo furnishes an example of 
the most common form of grant of the Gild Merchant: — 

* John by the grace of God king, etc. Know ye that we 
have granted, and by our present charter confirmed, to our 
burgesses of Ipswich our borough of Ipswich with all its 
appurtenances and all its liberties and free customs, to be held 
of us and our heirs by them and their heirs hereditarily, pay- 
ing annually at our Exchequer the right and customary ferm 
at Michaelmas term, by the hand of the provost of Ipswich, 
and a hundred shillings of increment at the same term, which 
(increment) they were accustomed to pay. We have also 
granted to them that all burgesses of Ipswich may be quit of 
toll and stallage, lastage, passage, pontage, and all other cus- 
toms throughout our whole land and in our sea-ports. We have 
also granted to them that none of them shall plead without 
the borough of Ipswich in any plea save pleas of foreign tenures, 
excepting our officers ; and that they may have a Gild Mer- 
chant and their hanse ; and that no one shall be billeted nor take 
anything by force within the borough of Ipswich ; and that they 
may duly have their lands and their pawns and all their debts, 
from whomsoever these may be due ; and concerning their 
lands and tenements that are within the borough, justice shall 
be done them according to the ancient custom of the borough 
of Ipswich and of our free boroughs ; and pleas concerning 
their debts contracted at Ipswich and concerning pawns there 
given are to be held at Ipswich ; and that none of them be 
adjudged to pay a fine except according to the law of our 
free boroughs. We also prohibit any one in our whole land 
from taking toll and stallage or any other custom from the 
men of Ipswich, under our penalty of ;£^io. Wherefore we 
desire and firmly command that the aforesaid burgesses may 

ments by the service of burgage, or as ments. See Merewether and Stephens, 

burgesses * (Journal of Archaeol. Assoc., 701 ; Bracton, De Legibus, iv. 263, 264 ; 

xxvii. 471). Burgage tenure implied a Britten, ii. 12; Year Books, 21, 22 

fixed rent in lieu of all services and the Edw. I, p. 70, and 8 Edw. II, p. 255 ; 

right to devise one's lands and tene- Bracton*s Note- Book, (§ Iii73. 
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duly and peaceably have and hold the aforesaid liberties and 
free customs, as freely and fully as other burgesses of our 
free boroughs of England have had or have, saving in all 
things the liberties and free customs of our citizens of London. 
Moreover, we desire and grant that the same our burgesses 
may elect two of the more lawful and discreet men of their 
town, and present them to our chief justice at our Exchequer, 
who shall well and faithfully keep the provostship of the 
aforesaid borough of Ipswich ; and that they shall not be re- 
moved, as long as they comport themselves well in that 
bailiwick, except by the common counsel of the aforesaid 
burgesses. We also desire that in tlie same borough there 
may be elected by the common counsel of the said burgesses 
four of the more lawful and discreet men of the borough to 
keep the pleas of the crown and other things pertaining to us 
and our crown in the same borough, and to see that the pro- 
vosts of that borough justly and lawfully treat the poor as 
well as the rich. Given by the hand of G. . . Archdeacon of 
Wells on the 35th of May in the second year of our reign ''.' 

In many charters we find a clause similar to the following :^ 
' Wc grant a Gild Merchant with a hanse and other customs 
belonging to the Gild, so that [or 'and that'] no one who is 
not of the Gild may merchandise in the said town, except with 
the consent of the burgesses '*.' The subjoined also frequently 
appears :— ' We likewise grant them and their heirs that if any 
person's villein remain in the town, and hold land in it, and be 
in the said Gild and hanse, and lot and scot, a year and a day 
without being claimed, then he can not be reclaimed by his 
lord, but may remain free in the said town ''.' Many important 



' Vol. !i. p. 1.5. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 16, 19, 58, 110, 191, 
194, Jio, an, a7j, 176, 355. 376. 386. 
Sm >1*o Hailiad, Mimcceslrc, igS ; 
RolnliClurl., 111,11]; PUdUi c]c qao 
W»r., 17, 371, 817; Ejton, Shrop,,i. 
303, «. 134; Record of Ciern., 1,^8- 
11)8 : T»7lor, Flint-, 30; Cbarten of 
LuiUow, II, 11; Siadait, Wigan, i. 41, 




Ct vol. ii. pp. 33, 34, 40, 45, 61, 13S, 
igi, 313, 350, 154. For tbe bmse, ice 
App. C. 

■ Vol. ii. pp.j6. 194, 356, J76, 386, 
389, and App. C ; Record of Cienur- 
von, : 58-198. This claosc is found 
most freqocnlly in the mnnicipal char- 
ttii of Wales. In (hose of Kngliah 
lovrns the phrase ' and hold land in il,' 
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deviations from these ordinary forms of grant are given in 
extenso in Volume ii. 

By means of such town charters and other records we are ! 
able to determine the extent to which the Gild Merchant pre- 
vailed in England during the middle ages. In the following 
list I give, as far as my materials will permit, the names of ; 
all towns in which this institution existed, together with the '. 
date of the earliest reference to the same. • 





England 


• 


Alnwick . . . 


1611 . 




Vol. ii. p. I. 


Altrincham . . 


1290 . 




Ingham, Altrincham, 70 ; 


/ 






Ormerod, Chesh., i. 536. 


^Andover . . . 


. I I 75-6 




Vol. ii. p. 3 *. 


Axbridge . . . 


. Rich. II 




Vol. ii. p. 12. 


Bamborough 


• 1332 . 




Record Office, Pat. 5 Rich. 
II, p. 2, m. 7. 


Barnstaple . . 


• 1303 • 




Vol. ii. p. 12. 


^Bath . . . . 


1189 . 




Vol. ii. p. 351. 


Bedford . . . 


. Rich. I 




Vol. ii. p. 16'. 


Berwick . . . 


. Edw. I . 




Appendix D; vol. ii. p. 18. 


Beverley . . . 


• I "9-35 




Vol. ii. p. 21. 


Bodmin . . . 


1225-72 




Vol. ii. p. 235; Brady, Trea- 
tise, 45; Maclean, Trigg 
Minor, i. 208 '. 



is often replaced by ' and continue in 
it ' (* ct etiam in eo se tenuerit *). See 
below, n. 3, and vol. ii. pp. 191, an, 

373, 374- 
^ The following came to my notice 

too late to insert in vol. ii. : ' Henricns 

[II] dei gratia, etc., salntem. Sciatis 

me concessisse hominibus de Andewra vt 

habeant gildam mercatorum in Andewra 

[et] quod sint quieti de Theolonio, pas- 

sagio [et] consuetudine per totam ter- 

ram meam, sicnt Burgenses Wintonie 

qui sunt de Gilda mercatorum sunt 

quieti. Et super hoc nuUus eos dis- 

turbet iniuste pro consuetudine super x. 

libras forisfacture. Testibus, etc Apud 

Wyntoniam.* The men of Andover 

received a similar royal charter in 5 



Richard I. (Hist MSS. Com., 1887, 
App. iii. p. 10.) 

' The charter of Richard I asserts 
that Bedford had the Gild in the time 
of Henry II. 

* The charter of Earl Richard of 
Cornwall to the Prior and Convent of 
Bodmin, which was confirmed by Ed- 
ward I, contained these, among other, 
clauses : ' Et [burgenses] habeant Gil> 
dam mercandam liberam, sicut habent 
et habere solent, per redditum quadra- 
ginta solidomm et quadraginta denari- 
orum, quos annuatim reddent attomato 
nostro . . . Et si aliquis in eadem villa 
ad Gildam mercandam iuste presentatus 
fuerit, et ibidem per annum et diem 
sine contradiccione remanserit, per vsum 
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Boston (?)■ . . . ia6o . . 
■ Bridgnorth . . . 1 1 2 7 . . 

Bridgwater . . . Edw. 1 . , 

■Bristoi [1188]. . 

NBurford . , . . 1087-1 107'' 

-Bury Si. Edmund's 1198 , . 

Calne 1565 . , 

Cambridge . . . 1201 . . 

^Canterbury . . . 1093-1109 

Carlisle .... Henry II . 

Chester .... 1190-1201 

ChesterGeld . . . 1294 . . 

Chichester . . . Stephen 

picdiete viUe, 11 uliqui^ cum calamp- 
niBueril, ID eiiisdcm ville libertnlc rc- 
maneat.' (Record OfFJcu, Charter Roll, 
l3Edw.l,m. 3.) 

' Tbompson sayE : ' The Guild of 
the Blessed Maiy . . . v/aa. undoubtedly. 
the Gildtt AfiriatDtia of Boston, al- 
though much of its conalilution was of 
an ecclesiastical nature.' But he presents 
no erideace showing thnt it was a Gild 
MerchanL 

* Tlie charter rcfcis back to the time 
Of Robert and William. Earls of Glou- 
c«ter (1109-11731. According to 
Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, p. 1151, the 
datr of John'i grant is citta i iSS. 

' The grant of Robert Fili-Hamon 
was probabljr made within these years ; 
itK Dugdale, Baronage, 1. 406. 

* Before priatiag the extracts from 
the plea of 33 Edw. I in vol. ii. pp. .ij- 
35. I tried in Toin 10 lind the original 
in the Keiiord OfGce; since then I have 

1 Tower Misc. Rolls, 
No. :]i, and coin|mred it with the 
iirittih Museam transcript. The latter 
umits many Tcdandnnt words ; other- 
I tolerably accurate, (or 
'Blockhouse,' p. ii, read 'Bachus; ' 
insert 'quo ad hoc,' bdorc 'quod,' p. 
31. '. ij! for 'guildam oulatn' read 
' guildaulam,' p. 33 ; lasen ' fieri ' after 
nc.' p. 34, 1. 14 ; for ■ bnrgensiae ' 
read ' l>urgcnsia,' p. 34, I. ii;. Close 



Thompson, Boston, 134'. 

Gal. Rot. Chan., 31; Eylo 
Shrop., i. 303. 

Vol. ii, p. 23. 

Vol. ii. pp. Z4, 354, 359'. 

Vol. ii. pp. 28-29. 

Vol. ii. p. 30 *. 

Vol. ii. p. 36. 

Vol. ii. p. 357". 
. Vol. ii. p. 37. 
. Vol. ii. p. 38. 

Vol. ii. p. 40. 
. Vol. ii. p. 46. 
. Vol. ii. p. 47"- 

Roll, 5 Edw. Ill, p. I, m. 11, done, ud 
Patent Roll, 1 Edw. Ill, p. 2, m. 16. 
dorse, also relate to dissensions between 
the Abbot and burgesses. 

" Al a Common Day, held on Friday 
after the Assumption oflhe Virgin Mary, 
1 547, it was agreed by all the commoners 
there assembled, ' that all the fre bur- 
gesses of this Towne that nowe lie or 
hereafli^r shal be, sbat be brcthreo of y* 
Cuyld Metchaunt within this Towne, 
Anil that they shall yetly gyve their al- 
teiidauuceupoQ the Aldermen and Coon- 
selcrs at y* same Guyld, upon this 
paynes,' etc. The penalties follow, bur- 
gesses loo poor to pay being exempt. 
(Cooper, Annals of Camb., ii. i.) — Jan. 
"'. iSaSj it was agreed by the aldermen 
and fonr-and- twenty, ' tliat the Guyldc, 
called Gnyld Merchant, shall be kept 
agayne, as yt hathe been used in tymea 
past, on the Sondaie after RdiqiM 
fiondaie, and that Mr. Maior shal be 
Alderman thereof for this yere, and tlie 
Tresorers Masters thereof (Ibid., ii. 93). 
Similar catries occur in the years 155$, 
1585, 1597, and 1639. relating chiefly to 
the fees levied on all the town officer* 
and freemen in support of the GildMei^ 
thaot, which seems to have been merely 
an annual dinner (Ibid., ii. 97, K15, 410^ 
580 ; iii. 793). 

' The charter asserts thnt they had 
the liberties which it grants, in the lime 
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Cirencester . . . 1403 . . 
Congleton . . . [Edw. I] . 

Coventry .... 1267-8 



Daventry (?) 
' Derby . . 



1204 



Devizes .... Edw. I 



Vol. ii. p. 363. 

Ormerod, iii. 36 ; Yates, 

Congleton, 106 ^. 
Vol. ii. pp. 48, 364 ; Poole, 

Coventry, 8, 28, 29 '. 
Baker, Northampton, i. 318. 
Vol. ii. p. 51 ; Simpson, 

Derby, i. 75. 
Vol. ii. p. 53 '. 



of William the Conqueror. For this 
Gild, see also Dallaway, Sussex, i. 149, 
I50» 163. The following is taken from 
Patent Roll 24 Hen. VI, p. a, m. a : — 
*De gilda sine fratemitate fondanda 
pro Ciuibus Ciuitatis Cicestrie. — Rex 
Omnibus ad quos, etc., salutem. Scia- 
tis quod cum nos considerantes qualiter 
Dorainus Henricus Secundus, quondam 
Rex Anglie, progenitor noster, per llt- 
teras suas patentes per nos confirmatas 
concessit tunc Ciuibus Ciuitatis Cices- 
trie qui tunc fuerunt de gilda mercatoria 
ibidem onmes libertates et liberas con- 
suctudines suas tam infra burgum et 
extra, et eas habere vbique ita plene, 
libere, quiete et honorifice sicut plenius 
et honorificencius habere solebant tem- 
pore Regis Henrici, Aui sui, prout in 
litteris et confirmacionc predictis plenius 
continetur; Jamque ex parte Ciuium 
Ciuitatis predictc de gilda predicta 
existencium nobis est intimatum qualiter 
ipsi quandam frateraitatem sine gildam 
perpetuam de vno Magistro et quatuor 
Custodibus ac fratribus et sororibus 
eiusdem tam de ipsis quam de aliis, qui 
ex eorum deuocione de eadem fratemi- 
tate sine gilda esse voluerint, quorum 
Maior dicte Ciuitatis semper pro tem- 
pore existens sit Magister fratemitatis 
predicte, nostra mediante licencia de 
nouo erigere, fundarc, vnire, creare et 
stabilire proponaot et in bona voluntate 
existant : et ea occasione eorum pie in- 
tencioni in hac parte fauorabiliter incli- 
nati, de gracia nostra special! ac ex 
mero motu nostro concessimus,' etc. 
Seven persons are named, who are 
given power to found such a firatemity, 
for themselves and others wishing to 



join it. The Mayor is alwajrs to be 
master ; there are to be four wardens. 
The Society is established * in honore 
omnipotentis dei, beate Marie Virginis, 
maths eius, Sancti Georgii et tocius 
Curie celestis,* and is to be called the 
fraternity of St. George. They are lo 
constitute a body corporate, and can 
hold property of 10/. yearly value for 
the support of a chaplain and poor 
brethren and sisters. 

* Henry de Lacy granted the bur- 
gesses : * quod predicta villa sit liber 
burgus, et burgenses nostri ejusdem 
ville habeant propter libertates suas in 
perpetuum gildam mcrcatoriam, cum 
omnibus libertatibus, liberisque consue- 
tudinibus ad hujusmodi gildam perti- 
nentibus,' etc. (Ormerod, iii. 36). Ac- 
cording to Head's Congleton, 34, this 
charter was granted before the close of 
ia7a. 

* The Prior and Convent of Coventry 
held one half the town (Madox in 
Addit. MS., Mus. Brit, 4530, ff. 18-34) ; 
hence the grant of the Gild to the 
former. 

' This Gild, according to A History 
of Devizes (1859), P- 399> * ^^s, in the 
middle of the i8th century, paintain- 
ing a flickering kind of existence. Its 
function had long become virtually 
obsolete ; and though the proceedings 
continued to be made a matter of record 
down to the year 1770, the convoca- 
tions of the members appear to have 
served little other purpose than an 
excuse for convivial meetings at the 
Antelope, and now and then an organ- 
ised resistance to the inroads of itine- 
rant hawkers.' 
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Doncaster 



' Dunheved 
Dunwich . . 



Durham * . . 
Fordwich . . 



Gainsborough 
Gloucester 
Grampound . 



Grantham 



Guildford - . 

Hartlepool 

Hedon 
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1467 . . . 



1231-72 . . 
1200 . . . 



Henry II . . 
Henry H . . 



Edw. Ill . . 
1200 . . . 

1332 



• • • 



1462 



1 2 r>6 . . 



• 



• • 



1230 . 
1348' • • • 



Record Office, Conf. Roll 
lEliz., p. 2, No. 5; Miller, 
Done. App., p. vii. ; Tom- 
linson, Done, 3 1 ; Smith, 
Old Yorkshire, i. 227. 

Vol. ii. pp. 85, 370. 

Rot. Chart., 51, 211 ; Gard- 
ner, Dunw., 100, 103 ; 
Stubbs, Charters, 311 ; 
Addit. MS., Mus. Brit., 

Vol. ii. p. 41. 

Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 
p. 987; Reliquary, xviii. 
66-68. 

Vol. ii. p. 91. 

Vol. ii. p. 373. 

Rec. Office, Pat. i Rich. II, 
p. 6, m. 7 ; Willis, Notitia 
Pari., ii. 97 ; Merew. and 
Stephens, 752. 

Street, Grantham, 107 ; 
Merew. and Stephens, 
970; Addit. MS., Mus. 
Brit., 4530, ff. 184-185. 

Vol. ii. p. 91 ; Hist, of Guild- 
ford, 163, I9i*-i99*. 

Vol. ii. p. 106 ; Surtees, 
Durham, iii. 386. 

Vol. ii. p. 107. 



* Perhaps Dublin (* Dublinia ') is 
written in the original instead of Dur- 
ham (* Dunelina/ * Dunelmia').— ' The 
corporate body, at a public meeting in 
1728, made several bye-laws, whereby 
they imposed a fine on all intruders who 
should exercise their trades within the 
city, and ordained that the mayor 
should hold four guild days in the year, 
at three of which every person claiming 
title to his freedom should be called, 
before he should be admitted.' (Mac- 



kenzie and Ross, Durham, ii. 425 ; 
Fordyce, Durham, ii. 215.) 

* At a Guild Merchant held Dec. 1 , 
1800, the mayor and approved men 
made regulations for the market (Hist, 
of Guildford, 305). 

* Merewether and Stephens (Hist, of 
Boroughs. 552) give an abstract of a 
royal charter of 1272 similar to that of 
Edward IH, but I was unable to find 
any trace of the former at the Record 
Office. 
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Helston .... 1201 . . 

Henley-on-Thames. 1300 . . 
Hereford .... 1215^ . . 



Horsham 

Ipswich .... 1200 
Kendal 



Kingston-upon-T. . 1256 . 
Kirkham .... 1295 . 

Lancaster. . . . 1337 . 



Leicester .... 1107-1118' 



Lewes [Stephen] . 

" Lincoln .... Henry II * 

Liskeard .... 1239-40 . 

Liverpool. . . . 1229 • • 

Lostwithiel . . . 1269 . . 



* The date 1154 (vol. ii. p. 109\ 
though mentioned in the original, is 
probably an error of the scribe. See 
Archaeol. Assoc., Joomal, vol. 37, p. 
457. The component parts of the 
document probably belong to the period 
of the three Edwards. Cf. Ibid., vol. 27, 
p. 476, with Wotton, Leges, 517 ; and 
Duncumb, Heref., i. 300, with i. 323 ; 
and see Johnson, Customs, 34. 

* The author of the Hist, of Horsham 
(p. 5) sa3rs : ' It appears that at some 
early period there was a merchants* 
guild in this town, founded on the same 
principles as that in Chichester, for the 



. Vol. ii. p. 108 ; Plac. de quo 
War., 108. 
Vol. ii. p. 108. 
. Vol. ii. p. 109 ; Madox, 
Exch., i. 412 ; Johnson, 
Customs of Hereford, 120, 
177, 178. 
Hist, of Horsham, 5 *. 
Vol. ii. p. 115. 
. Sayer, Westmorel., 122 ; Ni- 
cholson, Kendal, 1 38-1 4 1 . 
. Roots, Charters, 28. 
. Fish wick, Kirkham, 209 ; 
£. Baines, Lane, ii. 483. 
Simpson, Lane, 275; Rec. 
Office, Conf. Roll 5 Eliz., 
m. 28. 
. . Vol. ii. p. 136; Hist. MSS. 
Com., 1 88 1, pp. 413, 420- 

423- 
Vol. ii. p. 145. 

Vol. ii. pp. 146, 378; Madox, 

Firma Burgi, 235. 
Vol. ii. p. 108. 
Vol. ii. p. 148 ; Plac. de quo 

War., 381. 
Brady, Treatise, 45 ; Rec. 

Office, Conf. Roll 4 Hen. 

VII, p. 2, No. 15. 

name of Horsham is in one of the 
ancient lists, still extant in that city, of 
those places which had guilds in con- 
nection with it.' I visited Chichester 
for the purpose of examining these 
' lists,' but I could not find them among 
those town records to which I had 
access. 

* The charter refers back to the 
reigns of William the Conqueror and 
William Rufiis. 

* The charter of Henry II (vol. ii. 
p. 146) grants the Gild to the citizens just 
as they had it ' in the time of Edward, 
William, and Henry, kings of England.* 
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Ludlow .... 


1461 . . 


. Charters of Ludlow, 11-12, 
294. 


L>Tne Regis . . . 


1284 . . . 


Willis, Notitia, ii. 427 ^ 


Lynn Regis . . . 


1204 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 151. 


Macclesfield . . . 


1261 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 171. 


^Malmesbury . . . 


1205-22 . . 


Vol. ii. p. 171. 


'Marlborough . . 


1163 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 173 ^ 


IVIorDeth .... 




Hodffson. MorDcth. 67 ; 


A * & ^<r A ^^ ^^ V % A W * ' ■ 




• ^m ^m ^^ ^^ H^ fcr^^ MM m ^ • ^b ^^ • k_^ ^* *»• m m ^.* m m 

Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 






p. 1629. 


Nantwich .... 




. Vol. ii. p. 174. 


Newcastle-under-L. 


1235' . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 178. 


Newcastle-upon-T. 


1216 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 183 ; Plac. de quo 
War., 601. 


Ne>\'port .... 


1292 . . 


. Eyton, Shropsh., ix. 134. 


Nottingham . . . 


Circa 1189 . 


. Vol. ii. p. 190; Plac. de quo 
War., 618*. 


Orford 


1229 . . . 


. Rec. Office, Conf. Roll i 
Rich. Ill, p. 2, No. I : 
Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 
p. 2509. 


Oswestry .... 


1398 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 191. 


Oxford .... 


Henry IP . 


Vol. ii. pp. 28, 192, 386 ; 
Stubbs, Charters, 167. 


Petersfield . . . 


1147-73 • • 


Vol. ii. p. 387. 



* Edward I granted (1284): 'quod 
Villa nostra de Lime in Comitatn 
Dorset de cctcro liber burgus sit, et 
quod Homines ejusdem Villac sint 
liberi Burgenscs. Ita quod Gildam 
habcant Mercatoriam, cum omnibus ad 
hujusmodi Gildam spectantibus in Burgo 
predicto, et alias Libertates et liberas 
Consuctudines per totam Angliam et 
Potestatem nostram quas Burgcnsibus 
nostris do Melecumbe per Cartam nos- 
tram nuper conccssimus,' etc. (Willis, 
Notitia, ii. 427. Cf. Hutchins, Dorset, ii. 
41; Roberts, Lyme R., 22, 23, 70; 
Luders, Elections, ii. 6, 7. 

' * Idem Vicecomes rcddit Compotum 
de C.s. pro hominibns de Mcrlcbcrga, 
ut habeant Gildam suam. In thesauro 



liberavit. Et Quietus est.* (Pipe Roll 
9 Hen. II, p. 46.) 

' This is the correct date, not 1225 ; 
'anno nono' stands in the MS., but 
* decimo nono ' is intended. See vol. 
ii. p. 181 ; Pitt, StaiTordsh., 354; Cal. 
Rot. Chart., 51 ; Rep. Record Com. 

i^37» P- 471- 

* The grant of the Gild by John 

(vol. ii. p. 190^) was confirmed by Ilcnry 
III, luiw. II, Edw. Ill, Rich. II, 
Henry V, and Henry VI. (Ilcathcote, 
Charter of Hen. VI, p. 4.'i 

* The grant of Henry II alludes to 
the existence of the Gild in the time of 
Henry I. William de Cheney, mentioned 
in vol. ii. p. 192, is said to have held 
office under Stephen ^Boase, Oxford, 45). 



CHAP. I.] 



inception anD Di^ttttiution. 



15 



Plymouth . . . 


1440 . . . 


. Rec. Office, Conf. Roll 2 
Hen. VII, p. I, No. 2 , 
Worth, Plym., 115; Jewit t 
Plym., 249. 


Pontefract . . 


1484 . . . 


. Fraser, Elections, i. p. vii; 

. Fox, Pontef., 2 1 ; Hist. 

MSS.Com., 1881, p. 271. 


Poole .... 


1568 


. Sydenham, Poole, 182 ; 
Hutchins, Dorset, i. 75. 


Portsmouth . . 


. 1256 . . . 


. Allen, Portsm., p. 97, and 
App. XV. 


Preston . . . 


. [Henry Iir . 


. Vol. ii. p. 194. 


Reading . . . 


. 1253 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 202. 


Rochester . . 


. 1227 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 387. 


Ruyton . . . . 


1308-9 . . 


. Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 
p. 2858. 


Saffron- Walden (?) 


Henry IV . . 


. Braybrooke, Audley End, 
250-51; Player, Sketches, 
81. 

. Vol. ii. p. 209. 


Salisbury . . . 


. 1176^ . . . 


Scarborough . . 


. 1253 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 388. 


Shrewsbury . . 


1209 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 211. 


Southampton . . 


Henry II . . 


Vol. ii. p. 213. 


Stamford . . . . 


1462 . . . 


Nevinson, Stamf., 109 ; But- 
cher, Survey, 6, 25, 26 ^ 


Sunderland . . . 


1247 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 388. 


Totnes . . . . 

* 


1216 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 2 3 5 ; Devon. Assoc, 
vi. 104-106, xii. 323- 

324. 


Wallingford . . . 


Henry II ^ . 


. Vol. ii. p. 244. 


Walsall . . . 


1440 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 248. 


Wenloek ... 


1468 . . . 


. Merew. and Stephens, looi. 


Weymouth . . , 


1442 . . . 


Ellis, Weym., 98-99. 



' Charters of John and Henry III 
refer back to grants of the Gild by Henry 
I and Henry II ; see vol. ii. p. 209, and 
Record Office, Charter Roll 13 Henry 
III, mem. 10. 

" Edward IV granted : * quod villa 
sine burgns ilia sit deioceps liber bnrgns 
corporatus, . . . iidem aldermannns et 



Burgcnscs . . . liberi Burgenses sint, 
et Gildam mercatoriam habeant,* etc. 
(Record Office, Conf. Roll a Rich. Ill, 
p. 3, m. 16.) 

' The concession of Henry II speaks 
of the Gild as existing in the reigns of 
Edward the Confessor, the two Wil- 
liams, and Henry I. 



i6 
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[chap. I. 



' Wigan 



1246 . . . 



• • 



Wilton 
Winchester . 



Windsor . . 

Woodstock . 
jWorcester 

Wycombe 
.Yarmouth 



Henry I . . 
Henry II . . 



1277 



• • • 



M53 • • • 

1226—7 . . 

1316 . . . 

1208 . . . 



T York 1130-1 



Sinclair, Wigan, 41, 10 1 ; 

Placita de q. W., 372 ; E. 

Baines, Lane, ii. 171. 
. Vol. ii. p. 251. 
. Vol. ii. p. 252 ; Archaeologia, 

vol. 49, p. 214 ; Bracton's 

Note-Book, § 294. 
. Vol. ii. p. 270 ; Willis, No- 

titia Pari., i. 38. 
Vol. ii. p. 392. 
. Vol. ii. p. 273; Cal. Rot. 

Chart., 35. 
. Vol. ii. p. 277. 

Vol. ii. p. 277 ; Rymer, 

Foedera, i. 100. 
. Vol. ii. pp. 2 1 , 2 79 ; Bracton's 

Note-Book, § 16. 



Wales. 



Aber}'stwyth . . . 1277 



Bala 1324 

Beaumaris . . . 1296 

Builth 1278 

Caerwys .... 1290 

Cardiff 1341 

Cardigan .... 1249 

Carnarvon . . . 1284 

Conway .... 1284 



Placita de q. W., 817 ; Rec. 

Office, Pat. 20 Hen. VIII, 

p. 2,m. 2; Meyrick, Card., 

503 ; Archaeologia Camb., 

1873, 1879, iv. 171, X. 

p. xxxiv. 
Vol. ii. p. 48; Record of 

Caern., 173-177; Munic. 

Corp. Com. 1837-8, pp. 

7-8. 
Vol. ii. p. 15; Record of 

Caern., 1 58-161. 
Vol. ii. p. 355. 
Vol. ii. p. 356. 
Vol. ii. p. 358. 
Vol. ii. p. 359 ; Merew. and 

Stephens, 778. 
Vol. ii. p. 48 ; Record of 

Caern., 184-187. 
Vol. ii. p. 48 ; Williams, 

Aberconwy, 180. 
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Criccieth . . . 


. 1284 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 48; Record of 
Caem., 196-198. 


Denbigh . . . 


• 1333 • • • 


Williams, Denbigh, 119. 


Flint .... 


. 1284 . . . 


. Taylor, Flint, 30, 38, 40; 
Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 
p. 2680. 


Harlech . . . 


1284 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 48 ; Record of 
Caern., 191-195. 


Haverfordwest . 


. [Henry III . 


Archaeologia Camb., 1879, 
X. p. xxxix. ; Rec. Office, 
Conf. Roll I Mar., p. i, 
m. 19. 


Hope .... 


. 1351 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 375. 


Kenfig. . . . 


. 1360 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 132. 


Lampeter . . . 


. 1332 • . . 


. Bristol,Council-House, Little 
Red Book, fol. 204. 


Llanfyllin . . 


. Edw. II . . 


Powysland Club, Coll., iii. 60, 
91-92. 


Llantrissaint . . 


1346 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 150. 


Montgomery . . 


. 1227 . . . 


. Powysland Club, Coll., xxi. 
2-26 ; Eyton, Shrop., xi. 

134,137'- 


Neath .... 


. 1359 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 175. 


Nevin .... 


• 1343-76 . . 


. Lewis, Top. Diet, of Wales, 
ii. 252. 


Newborough 


. 1303 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 48 ; Rec. of Caern., 
178-181 ; Munic. Corp. 
Com. 1835, p. 2808. 


Newport . . . 


. 1385 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 189. 


Newton . . . 


. 1363 . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 385. 


Overton . . . 


. 1291-2 . . 


. Petyt MS., i. 229-231, ii. 
302 ; Rec. Office, Charter 
Roll 20 Edw. I, No. 55. 


Pwllheli . . . 


• 1355 • • • 


. Rec. Office, Pat. 6 Rich. II, 



p. 2, m. 12. 



* Henry III also confirmed a grant of cum omnibus libertatibus et liberis 

Hubert de Burgh, which contained inter consuetudinibus ad dictas ferias et 

aiia these words : ' Concessimus etiam dicta mercata pertinentibus.* (Record 

eisdem Burgensibus quod habeant ferias Office, Charter Roll 13 Hen. Ill, p. i, 



et mercata cum Gilda Mercatoria et 
VOL. I. 



m. 2.) 
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Rhuddlan . . 


. . 1278 


• • • • 


Record of Caern., 179 ; 
Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, 
p. 2838; Rec. Office, Char- 
ter Roll 6 Edw. I, m. i \ 


Swansea . . 


. . 1655 


• • • • 


Vol. ii. p. 234. 


Wekhpool . , 


. . [Edw. 


ij . . . 


Vol. ii. p. 389. 






IBBLAITD. 




Armagh 


. 1613 


■ • • « 


Stuart, Armagh, 645 ; Liber 
Munerum, Pt. i. p. 4. 


Athboy . . . 


. 1407 


• • • • 


Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 119; 
Merew. and Stephens, 810. 


Ballyshannon 


. 1613 


• • • • 


Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 



1005; AUington, Ballysh., 

54- 
. . . Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 2 ; 

Hist, of Belf., 13 ; Munic. 

Corp. Com., Irel., 698 ; 

Merew. and Stephens, 

1621. 

. . . Munic. Corp. Com., Irel.^ 
1009. 

. . . Ibid., 165; Ryan, Carlow, 
60-62 ; Chartae Hibem., 
37; vol. ii. p. 134. 

. . . Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 7 48. 
Ibid., 464. 

. . . Ibid., 791. 

. . . Cusack, Cork, 159; Rec. 
Office, Pat. Roll 7 Car. I, 
p. 7, No. 8. 

. . . Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 
1056. 

. . . Vol. ii. p. 58 ; Chartae Hi- 
bem., 25, 46, 49, 54. 

' This charter of 6 Edw. I is similar Uriel ') and Drogheda in Meath (' versos 
to that granted to Builth in the same Midiam'). The Gild was conferred 



Belfast 1613 

Boyle 1613 

Carlow .... [1296] 

Carrickfergus . . 16 12 

Cashel 1638 

Charlemont . . . 16 13 

Cork 1342 



Donegal . 
Drogheda * 



1612 



1229 



year ; lee vol. ii. pp. 355, 356. 



upon the former in 1229 ; and upon the 



' Drogheda originally included two latter in 1247. See Gilbert, Docu- 
distinct boroughs, separated by the ments, 108 ; Munic. Corp. Com., Irel^ 
Boyne — Drogheda in Louth ('versus 808. 
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•Dublin 1 192 . . . 



Dundalk . 



• • 



Mallow 
Newry . . 
Rosbercon 



• • 



1379 



• • 



Dungannon . . . 1612 . . . 



Dungarvan . . 


1609 


Dunleer . . . 


1678 


Enniskillon . . 


1612 


Galway . . . 


. 1568 



Hillsborough . . 1662 . 
Inisdoge .... 1209 . . . 



Jamestown . . . 1622 . . . 
Kilkenny .... [Henry III] . 



Lanesborough . . 1665 . . . 
Lifford .... 1613 . . . 
Limerick .... 1292' . . . 



1612 
1612 
1300 



Ross, New . . . Edw. III. . . 
St. Johnstown . . 1627 . . . 



Vol. ii. p. 59 ; Munic. Corp. 
Com., Dublin, 270; Rot. 
Chart. 79. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 30 ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 
891 ; Merew. and Ste- 
phens, 776. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 38 ; 
Gale, Inquiry, p. cxviii. ; 
Merew. and Stephens, 
1 6 10. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 40. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 917. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 16. 

Tenth Rep. MSS. Com., 
App. v., 444, 445, 486. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 922. 

Vol. ii. p. 134; Gale, In- 
quiry, p. xii.; Munic. Corp. 
Com., Irel., 521 ; Merew. 
and Stephens, 418. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 
1094. 

Vol. ii. p. 134 ; Munic. Corp. 
Com., Irel., 533; Liber 
Munerum, Pt. i. p. 21. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 337. 

Ibid., 1 106. 

Ibid., 344-345 ; Chartae 
Hibem., 36 ; vol. ii. p. 59. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 8. 

Liber Munerum, Pt. L p. 12. 

Chartae Hibem., 39 ; vol. ii. 

p. 134- 
Chartae Hibem., 84-85 ; 

vol. ii. p. 134. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 

1290. 



^ The patent refers back to a grant of England. See also Liber Monemm, 
made by John before he became king Pt. i. p. 24 ; Merew. and Stephens, 1460. 

C 2 



Cbe iSilo sgetcjant. 



Sligo . . , . 


. ,6.3 . - - 


. Ibid. ,1264; LiberMunenim, 
Pi. i. p. 35. 


Thomastown 


. [Henry III] . 


. I^Iunic. Corp. Com., Irel., 573. 


Tralee. . . . 


. .613 - - - 


, Liber Munerum, Pt. i. p. 19. 


Tulske , . . 


. i66i . . . 


. Munic. Corp. Com., Irel,, 444. 


Waterford . . 


. IZ05 ■ ■ ■ 


Chartae Hibern., 13, 22, 47, 
60, 65'. 


Wexford , . . 


, 1317 . , . 


. Vol. ii. p. 250*. 


Wicklow . . . 


. 16.3 . - 


. Munic. Corp. Com., Irel.. 
635'- 



We miss the name of London it 
and many others speak of a Londi 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries* ; 
mention of it in the city charters. 



this list. Stubbs, Brentano, 

n ' Gilda Mercatoria ' of the 

but we seek in vain for any 

Liber Albus,' ' Liber 



Custumarum,' the ' Letter Books,' 'Liber de Antiquis Legibus,' 
and the other London chronicles. One of the best authorities 
on the constitutional history of London rightly asserts that 
' there is no trace of its ever having been a general mer- 
cantile gildV Some maintain that 'communa' is only 
another name for this fraternity*; but 'communa' by no 
means occupies the same place in the charters and other 
1" records of London as ' Gilda Mercatoria ' in the correspondiagf 
I muniments of English towns. The recognition of the London 
I. commune by John and the barons in 1 191, as a reward for the 
e of the citizens against Longchamp '', could scarcely 



* See >lso Mnnic. Corp. Com., Irel., 
579-588 ! Liber Manetum, Pi. i. p. 39 ; 
Mgtcw. and Stephens, 473, 1676; }iy- 
Und, Waterfonl, J16, 317 ; Tcnlh Rep. 
MSS. Com., App. v., 337. 

' For > IrantlalioB of ihe grant of 7 
J«c I, sec Gale, In<iiiiiy, App. No. 17. 

' Brsides Ihe town* mentioned in 
thii lilt, others may be added which 
had chartet» conferring on them ' all 
the priTilega' of cciUia boroDghs 
having a Gild Merchant. See the 
tablci in Appendix E. But it is not 
certain tbat in every >uch case all the 
prinlcge* of the mother-town were 
actually adopted. 1'hc Gild Merchajit 



of a town was sometimes modelled after 
that of another. Sec vol. ii.pp. 3, ai, 
aj, aS. 59, 91, 194, 359, 370. 375: 
Jewill, Plymouth, 149. 

' Stubbs, Const. Hist., i. 461, 47S, 
706 (but see al&o iii. 609I ; Brentano, 
Gilds, p. iciii ; Msdox, Firma Bu^, 
30; Loftie, London, i. laS, 165; Grem, 
ConqncEt of Kng., 461 ; Thompson, 
Essay, 119; VVilda, Cildenweseu, 244, 

' Norton, Commeotaries, 95, 16 ; lee 
also Riley, Memorials, p. 1. 

* Slubhs, Const. Hi5t.,i. 461,475,476, 
481 ; Loftie, London, i. liS, t6G, 167. 

' Stubbs, Const. Hist., i. 476, 70J, 



CHAP. I.] 



3lnceptton ann Distritiution. 



21 



have been equivalent to a confirmation of the Gild Merchant 
London, pre-eminent above the other boroughs of England as 
a franchised community, would not have been obliged to con- 
tend for the possession of that which was freely conferred upon 
many of its neighbours. In speaking of the erection of the 
London commune in 119 1, Richard of Devizes says : * Neither 
King Richard nor his father, Heniy II, would have granted it 
(the *communa' or * conjuratio ') for a thousand thousand 
marks of silver ; * again, * Communia est tumor plebis, timor 
regni, tepor sacerdotii ^/ There was nothing in the nature of 
the Gild Merchant to warrant such language ^. — The highly- 
privileged Cinque Ports seem also to have dispensed with this 
institution ^ though their federation is spoken of as one 
great brotherhood — a * guilda fraternitatis,' a * brotheryeeld '*. "^ 

'Nevertheless, London, and probably some of the Cinque 
Ports, virtually exercised all the rights attached to this fran- 
chise, though the name and formal organization were unknown 

(ip these towns *. An analogy is found in the frank-pledge, 



and Charters, 265 ; Coote, Lost Char- 
ter, 286-288 ; Hovedon, iii. pp. Ixxviii., 
141 ; Benedict of Peterborough, ii. 214 ; 
Richard of Devizes, 416 ; Ralph de 
Diceto, ii. 99 ; Giraldos Cambrensis, iv. 
405 ; Walter of Coventry, ii. 5, 6. 

* Cf. the sermon of Jacques de Vitry 
' contra iniquitates commnnitatnm, que 
vicinos opprimont et ecclesiasticam li- 
bertatem impugnant.* (Giry, Docu- 
ments, 58.) Cf. also below, p. 30. 

• After the year 1 191 the term * com- 
mune * of London in this sense does not 
again appear. The technical expres- 
sions ' juraverunt communam ' and 'con- 
juratio* are evidently borrowed from 
the continent, where the communal 
movement was then at its height. The 
Londoners attempted to secure the po- 
litical independence implied on the 
continent by the term 'commune.* 
But the subsequent history of the city 
shows that this privilege was not ra- 
tified by the crown, the relations of 
London to the latter remaining virtually 
unchanged. Hence we may safely re- 



gard the appearance of the * communa * 
or ' conjuratio * on English soil as the 
feeble reflex of the great continental 
burghal revolution, — as a transient iso- 
lated phenomenon devoid of pregnant 
consequences. Richard of Devizes, in 
using the strong language cited above, 
manifestly had in mind the ' commune ' 
of the continent. In the London sources 
of the thirteenth century * communa ' 
is frequently employed in the sense of 
the commons, common people, popu- 
lace. See Liber de Antiq. Legibus, 
(' [populus] vocantes se Communam 
CiviUtis,' etc), 16, 17, 54, 55, 80, 91. 
148-154 ; cf. also 19, 35, 139. 

' Fordwich, one of the subordinate 
members of the Cinque Ports, is the 
only exception that I have met with. 

* Mantell, Cinque Ports Meetings, 
pp. iii. and 7 ; Hist MSS. Com., 1874, 
p. 430. 

* Outside of London even the term 
' Gild Merchant ' was occasionally used 
in speaking of the latter city. See 
vol. ii. pp. 86, 258 (n. i), 354. In 
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which, in some places, did not exist in name, although in 
reahty mutual responsibility was enforced^. 

It is almost impossible by means of the charters to deter- 
mine the exact date of the foundation of the gilds mentioned 
in the list. Such expressions as ' sicut tempore Edwardi ' and 
' a tempore quo non extat mcmoria ' are to be regarded with 
distrust ; while, on the othftr hand, privileges long in existence 
are often granted as though they were new additions to the 
town constitution ^. 

These and other circumstances render it difficult to ascertain 
the extent to which the Gild Merchant prevailed among the 
boroughs of England. During the reign of Edward I, 166 
towns were summoned to send representatives to parliament^; 
in theory, this comprehended the whole number of boroughs 
then in existence Making allowance, on the one hand, for 
those boroughs which, in reality, received no summons*, and, 
on the other hand, for the incompleteness of our list, due to 
the paucity of the materials at our disposal, it may safely be 
stated that at least one-third — and probably a much greater 
proportion — of the boroughs of England were endowed with 
this gild in the thirteenth century ; that, in fact, it was not an 
adventitious institution, but one of the most prevalent and 
pharacteristic features of English municipalities". 

like are not to be construed literalljr, 
but merely 'import an enjoymclit of 
rights for a condderabk time' (Hist, of 
Boranglu, 187). 

' Palgtave, Pari. Writs, i. p. L etstj, 
(Calendar) ; Stubba, Const. HUt., ii. 
'57. ii'- 484; Peanion, Middle Ag«». li. 
4761 Gneist, Veriusaagsgescb., 388. 
The ablest discnEsloa ol the subject is 
contained in Dr. Riest's Gesch. des 
Wahlrechts, i^-ji, 

' Rtess, J I -35: Coi, Pari. ElectioDi, 
155-158. 

* Snch expressioDS as ' habeant CHI- 
dam mercstoriam, dcut alii Burgenies 
habent ' also indicaieits wide prevalence. 
Seevol. ii, pp. .06, IJ3. 134,150,376! 
Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., f 73. 



leveial other ptominenl towns, snch aa 
Exeter, Norwich, Northampton, whose 
conititutions were modelled aftei that 
of London, no Gild Merchant appears 
to have existed. There is likewise no 
Ijace of this frateniitf ia Colchester. 

' Palgrave, Commonwealth, i. 101. 
In Chapter rii. I shall attempt more fully 
to explain the absence of the term Gild 
Merchant io the above- mentioned towns. 

' For examples, see vol. ii. pp. »io, 
1111 Rot. Chart., Jl, iii ; Records 
«f Nott, i, 8, II. Mcrewethcr and 
Stephens geoetally overlook this point 
(e.g. Hist, of Boronfihs, 118.468). On 
the other hand, I agree with them in 
their conclusion that such general word* 
u ' sicut tempore Edwardi ' and the 



CHAPTER 11. 

Organization and Constitution. 

Fortunately a document is still extant which informs us 
what the burgesses of Ipswich did after receiving the charter 
given at large in the last chapter (pp. 7, 8), furnishing us with 
a vivid outline of the general machinery of town government 
during the reign of King John, and showing us how the/ 
burgesses proceeded to establish and organize their Gild 
Merchant. 

The charter was granted May 25, 1200. On Thursday, 
June 29, the whole community of the borough, having 
assembled in the church-yard of St. Mary at the Tower, 
elect two bailiffs to take charge of the provostship of the 
I borough, and four coroners to take charge of the pleas of the\ 
,' crown, and to see that the bailiffs treat rich and poor justly, j ) 
On the same day it is ordered by the common counsel of the j\ 
town that there shall be in the said town twelve sworn capitakj^ 
portmen, just as there are in other boroughs of England, who j 
are to have full power to govern and uphold the said borough ■ 
with all its liberties, to render the judgments of the town, and j 
to ordain and do all things necessary for the maintenance of 
its honour. 

On Sunday, July 2, the bailiffs and coroners, with the 
assent of the community, appoint four approved and lawful 
men of each parish, who elect the twelve capital portmen. 
The latter having been sworn faithfully to govern the borough 
and maintain its liberties, and justly to render the judgments 
of its courts, cause all the townsmen to stretch forth their 
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hands toward the Book (tlie Gospels), and with one voice 
solemnly to swear to obey and assist the bailiffs, coroners, and 
every one of the twelve portmcn in safeguarding the borough, 
its new charter, its liberties and customs, in all places against 
all persons, the royal prerogative excepted. On the same day 
the new charter is placed in charge of two approved and lawful 
men, who are sworn faithfully to preserve it, and to produce it 
at the request of the community. 

On Thursday, July 13, the bailiffs, coroners, and other 
capital portmen' assemble and ordain that, in the future, all 
customs of the town shall be collected by the bailiffs and four 
approved and lawful men of the borough ; and that they shall 
yearly pay at the king's Exchequer the accustomed ferm of 
the town. They also ordain that there shall be two beadles to 

I make attachments and to execute the commands of the 
bailiffs, coroners, and capital portmen. One of the beadles 
is to be keeper of the prisoners arrested by order of the 
bailiffs. A common seal is to be made to serve in important 
matters touching the community of the borough ; and it is to 
be placed in chaise of three or four approved and lawful men 
of the borough. 
r ' Likewise they ordain that in the said borough there shall 

J be elected by the common counsel of their town one approved, 
lawful, and fit man to be alderman of the Gild Merchant in the 
same borough ; that four approved and lawful men shall be 
associated with him ; and that the alderman together with 

I his four assistants shall be sworn well and faithfully to maintain 

j the said Gild and all things appertaining to it.' 

The new charter is to be sent to the full county courts of 
Suffolk and Norfolk, there to be read and made public. No 
burgess, if he is a merchant, shall be quit of custom on his 
wares in the town, unless he is in lot and scot in the common 
taxes and businesses of the town. 

ner, the namei of the other tsro coronen, 
Philip de Porta and KogtT Lew, me toaai 
in the litl of the twelve capHnl portmen. 



' The two bail iffs, John Fiw 
uid William de Helines, wcic i 
nen tsd capital portmen ; in I 
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On Sunday, September lo, the whole community assemble 
in the presence of the bailiffs, coroners, and other capital port- 
men to hear all the new ordinances ^, to which, having been 
read before the people of the town in the church-yard of St. 
Mary at the Tower, the whole community unanimously assent. 
Two bailiffs ^ are then elected for the next year, and four men 
to help them collect the customs. Two beadles are likewise 
chosen on the same day. 

On Thursday, October la, the bailiffs, coroners, and other 
capital portmen, and the whole community having come 
together in the church of St. Mary at the Tower, the bailiffs 
show the common seal, which has been newly made. Three 
men^ are appointed to take charge of it and are duly sworn. 
The common charter is likewise to remain in their custody. 

On the same day an alderman is elected, and four persons 
who are to be associated witKTiIm *. All five are sworn that 
they will govern the Gild Merchant of the borough of Ipswich 
well and faithfully, and all the articles relating to it. After-, 
wards the alderman and his four colleagues declare, in the 
presence of all the people of the town, that all who are of the 
freedom of the town shall come before the alderman and his 
associates on a certain day — when and where to be hereafter 
made known — to constitute a Gild, and to give their hanse 
to the said Gild. The bailiffs, coroners, and other portmen, 
and the whole community then discuss how better to maintain 
the said Gild. They ordain that the alderman, and all futurd! 
aldermen, ought to have for the profit of the Gild the mono-, 
poly of buying and selling certain kinds of stone and marble ;l 
that the alderman on oath shall make due return, annually 
before the bailiffs and coroners, of all profits arising during 
the year from the purchase and sale of the above-mentioned 
wares ; and that no inhabitant of Ipswich shall buy or sell, 

* I.e. those made on Thursday July 1 3. • The two bailiffs and Philip de Porta. 

' The same two who were elected on * These five were also capital port- 
Thursday, June 39— John Fitz-Norman men. Roger Lew was one of the four 
and William de Belines. colleagues of the alderman. 
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within the bounds of the town, any of the said wares, except 
only the alderman of the Gild, for the use and profit of the 
fraternity, under penalty of forfeiting all the said merchandise 
thus bought or sold. 

On the same day (October I2, 1300) the whole community 
grant the twelve capital portmen Odenholm meadow, for the 
sustentation of their horses, in return for the labour which they 
shall perform on behalf of the community. Likewise it is 
ordained by the whole community that the laws and free cus- 
toms of the town shall be entered in a certain roll, to be called 
the Domesday; the latter is to remain in custody of the 
baitlRs of the town, that they may know how to perform the 
I duties of their office. All the statutes of the Gild Merchant 
(1 shall be entered in a certain other roll, as is customary clse- 
\ where in cities and boroughs where there is a Gild Merchant, 
This roll the alderman shall always have in his possession, that 
he may know how to discharge his duties'. 

For further details concerning the organization of the Gild 
I we must turn to the records of other towns. As at Ipswich, so 
in many other places, the fraternity was under the direction of 
I an alderman * and his associates. The latter, whose number 
generally varied from two to four, were called stewards 
(' scnescaili ') ^, skevins (' scabini ') *, or wardens (' custodcs ") ^ 
In some towns one or two stewards *, masters '', wardens ', or 



' Thil doconieDt will be funnd in 
txltrue In vol. ii. pp. 116-11J. The 
tnnslstion ia VVuddenpooa's Memorials 
of Ipiwich, 77-84, is impcrfeel. 

* Vol. ti. pp. 33, 119-187, 130, 131, 
151-169, 17a, 191. )14-Ji5, M4. Mfi. 
>79> 380 '• Thompton, I.,cic, (to, 63, and 
Munic. Hilt., jo; Genllem. Magu,, 

iBjt, TOI. WIT. pp. S96, 597. 

* Vol.iLpp.i7», JI4-115. 

* VoL iL pp. igi-iOO, 114-115. 380. 
Cf. EngUsh Glldi, 46, 48, 54,64, 7J-75, 
etc. : Madai, FInni liurgi, 17. In 1413 
the Gild of Wiibccb bad Iwo ■ clerkt of 
the matket or ilcyveDi' (WbUoq, ^^'U- 
bech, 147 ; cf. Rep. MSS. Com., iSfi3, 
pp. 194-196;. For Ihe ancient jndicia.1 



' scabini ' of the eontincnt, see Stnbb*, 
Const. HiaL.i. Ill, 135. 137,684; Dn 
Cange, Gloss. ; Spelman, Gloss. For 
lh«ir adminislrative and judicial fiuic- 
lions in conlincniol towns, see Giry, St. 
Quentin, 18-67; vonMaurer,Stiiilteverf., 
i. 141, 568. 

' Vol. ii. p. 380. 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 13, 13, If, 36, 43, ga- 
ins, 148, aoi-107, 137, 138, 140, 241, 
'89-347, 353. 37S. ' EldesinardiB' oc- 
curs Id one record (ii, la). 

' Vol. ii. pp. I », 49, 50, 154, 107, 148, 
149. =50. '7'. 3S3, 3*4- 

• Vol. ii. pp. IS, *3, 41, 4S. 49, 50. 
109. 103, 304, ao7 ; cf. also ii. 167, 141, 
148. 
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keepers ' occupied the place of the alderman. Among other 
functionaries, with whom we occasionally meet, are ferthing- 
men^levelookers^ gildans*, heyners*, tasters (* gustatores ') ®, 



* Vol. ii. pp. 15, 307, 270, 274. 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 13, T 4, 93-97. We also 
meet with them in Scotland (Acta Pari. 
Scot, i. 432, 434, 437). During the 
reign of Richard II ' le fferthynman * of 
the Holy Trinity Gild of Grimsby is 
mentioned. * Certificacio Gilde Sancte 
Trinitatis de Grymesby in Comitata 
Lincolnie sequitur in hec yerba . . . £t 
quod le Alderman habebit duas lagenas 
ceruisie, et le fferthynman vnam lage« 
nam, et similiter Decanus accipiet vnam 
lagenam ; et quod quisquis seruabit suam 
sedem ob pena dicte Gilde; et quod 
nuUus se iactat verbis ampullosis sea 
aliis continenciis pompesis in presencia 
Gilde, nisi fuerit in officio, et tunc 
cum mensura et racione. . . . £t in- 
super quod nullus recipiatur in ^ater- 
nitatem predicte Gilde, nisi sit Bur- 
gensis et honestus homo, et hoc per 
assensum communitatis tocius predicte 
Gilde/ etc (Record Office, Misc. Chan- 
cery, Gilds, 172). Jamieson's deriva- 
tion of * fferthingman * from farthing, 
* ane penny-maister, or thesaurar * (Diet., 
ii. 191) is probably wrong. The view 
of Du Cange (Gloss., * ferthingmanni *) 
and Robertson (Scotl. under £arly 
Kings, i. 298), that they were originally 
officers set over a 'ferthing' or quarter 
of a town, like the French * quaiteniers/ 
is hx more plausible. 

» Vol. ii. pp. 41-43, 148, i74» 175; 
Munic. Corp. Com., 1835, pp. 2662 
(Denbigh), 2709 (Liverpool), 2848 
(Ruthin); Gomme, Index of Munic. 
Offices, 33, 61. Pennant says that at 
Chester these officers collected money 
called * leave-lookerage ' for leave of 
non-freemen to retail (Tour in Wales, 
167). Newcome informs us that the 
aldermen of Ruthin appoint * leave- 
lookers to inspect provisions* brought 
to market for sale, the tolls of which form 
part of their revenue (Hist, of Ruthin, 
90). At Wigan, where they were called 
'gatewaiters or leavelookers,' it was 



their duty to see that 'foreigners' (1.^. 
unprivileged strangers) paid their fines 
for licence to reside and trade in the 
town (Sinclair, Wigan, i. 210, ii. 12, 
148, 177, 222). *Leve' — frequently 
misread as *lene' — is mentioned in 
many town charters among the tolls 
and exactions from which the burgesses 
are freed. (See vol. ii. pp. 191, 356; 
Rotuli Chart., 51, 138, 175, 211 ; Record 
of Caem., 159, 163, 175, 179, 185, 193, 
196. In all these cases the proper 
reading is 'leve.') The etymology of 
the word is evident (English *levy.' 
Cf. Du Cange. Gloss., 'levea*; Hohl- 
baum, Urkundenbuch, iii. No. 570). In 
the Welsh pso warranto pleas under 
Edward III it is thus defined : ' Et per 
illud verbum lene [i.e. leue] [clamant] 
quod nichil soluant in aliquo foro sea 
mercato ad Ministros vocatos lenelokers 
[i.e. leuelokers].' — Record of Caernar- 
von, 161, 165, 176, 181, 187, 195, 198. 
The form * levagium' or * lavagium* also 
occurs (Hoare, Modem Wilts, vi. 759). 
A Yarmouth document of 1 2 Hen. VI 
defines it thus : * de quadam custuma 
▼ocata levagio, videlicet, duobus de- 
nariis de quolibet pondere dolii cujus- 
cunque mercandise in quocunque vase 
in portu predicto levate in terram vel de 
uno vase in aliud capiende ' (Swinden, 
Yarm., 56 ; cf. ibid., 29 ; Blomefield, 
Norf., xi. 401). 

* Vol. ii. p. 277. 

* Vol. ii. p. 392 ; cf. ii. 278 and Nares^ 
Gloss., ' heyn.* It seems to mean keeper 
or conservator; the root-word is pro- 
bably ' hegen.' See Grimm, Worterb., 
• hegen.* For * Mill-heymers,* etc. [i. e. 
mill-keepers], which may be a mis- 
reading of the same word, see Allen, 
Liskeard, 269. The functions of the 
hejmers at Yarmouth were similar to 
those of the gild-holders at Ipswich 
(vol. ii. p. 131). 

* Vol. ii. pp.98, 335. 
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cupbearers (' pinccrnae ') ', an usher or doorkeeper {' ostiarius') *, 
a dean', clerks*, a treasurer ^ a marshal", sergeants'", collec- 
tors', bailiffs", and provosts"*. At Harnstaple there were 
four ferthingmen, four aldermen, a cup-bearer, and a door- 
keeper"; at Guildford, a steward, four ferthingmen, a clerk, 
a marshal, four cup-bearers, and two hall-wardens'* ; at Lynn, 
an alderman or master, four skevins or wardens, a dean, 
a clerk, a treasurer, and thirteen chaplains '^ ; at Preston, three 
stewards and four or more aldermen'*; at Southampton, an 
alderman, a steward, four skevins, a chaplain, an usher, and 

i sergeants '^ The alderman and other officers were generally 
elected by the brethren'^, and, before entering upon their 
duties,were sworn faithfully to discharge the same'". Generally 
speaking, the functions of the head of the fraternity were to 
preside at its meetings, to see that its statutes were not"* 
infringed, to take charge of its common seal '* and muniments, 
to settle disputes among the brethren '^ to see that the dues 
were collected *', and to look after the possessions of the Gild*'. 
In these duties he was assisted by his colleagues, who in some 
boroughs had charge of the goods and chattels of the brother 
. hood ^. The revenues consisted mainly of entrance-fees, fines, 



' Vol, li. pp. 13. i^, 93-9R, 100, ' 
ft>9<3>6, 331.33s. 375- 
' Vol. ii. pp. 13, 14, 161, J14, jij 

• Vol. ii. pp. 1S4, ijS, 160- r63. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 93-104, 154, 160, 1 
*39. 335. 3^4- 

' Vol. ii. p. .54, 
' Vol, ii. pp. 93-98. 

'Vol.ii.p.»J. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 6, 95, 96. 

• VoLii. pp.J3, 174. 
'• VoL ii. p. 13S. 

" Vol. ii. pp. 13, 14. 

" Vol. ii. pp. 93-98. 

■* Vol. ii. pp. 151-170, 380. 

■' Vol. ii, pp. 196-199. 

1.17. '64- 



torie Sanctc Trinilatil' was the Inscrip- 
lion on the seal of the Gild of King's 
Lynn in 1459 (Mackerell, Lyaa, >$6\. 
The Gild of Leicester had > sol in 
i>59 (Thompson, Lcic, 78). See mlao 
vol. ii. pp. 14, 304. 374. 

» See below. Chapter y. 

" Vol. ii. pp.4J, 43. »90, 3^5- 

" Vol. ii. pp.69. III, J49, 333-3^7. 

33i. Many Gilds bad lands and t( 
menli. See yoI. ii. pp. la, 14. 37, 151, 
'SS. 157-17". '03. 108, 146, 171, 380J 
I'hompion, Lcic, 77 ; GcDtlemiui'a 
Magai., iSji, vol. 35. p. 597 ; Norfolk 
Archaeology, ii. 196; Spclman, Gloss., 
' scabini.' 

"• Vol. ii. pp. 153-166, 17J. 116. At 
Southampton the steward kept tlie 
■Doney and rolls, under the seal of the 
sldcnnaa (.vol. ii. p. ai6). 
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and assessments, to which in a few cases were added certain 
tolls ^ and the profits derived from the monopoly of dealing in 
certain commodities ^. 

To become a gildsman (*gildanus/ * congildanus/ * frater')^ 
or to obtain the gildship (* gilda/ * societas ')*, it was necessary 
to pay certain initiation-fees *, in some places called the * rights* 
(* jura') of the housed This payment was probably propor- 
tioned to the means of the new member, or to the extent to 
which it was likely that he would use the privileges of the 
society ', much discrimination being shown in favour of the 
relatives of gildsmen ®. At Leicester one of the entrance-fees 
was called the *hanse'®; at Launceston, the *bika'^®; at 
Totnes, the * fordede ' or * fordele ' ^*. The new comer was also 
required to produce sureties, who were responsible for the 
fulfilment of his obligations to the Gild — answering for his 
good conduct and for the payment of his dues^. He then 
took an oath of fealty to the fraternity, swearing to observe 
its laws, to uphold its privileges, not to divulge its counsels, to 
obey its officers, and not to aid any non-gildsman under cover 
of the newly-acquired * freedom '^^. Residence in the same 
town was not generally a qualification for membership ^*. Nor 



y 



* Vol. ii. pp. 4a, 43. 

' For these monopolies, see below, 
p. 49. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 121, 153, 157, 204, 
206-308, 215-230, 246, 389-346. I find 
* congildanas ' in only one record \\\, 

390)- 

* Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 93-104, 289-340. 

» Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 13, 68, 85,93-104, 
no, 123-125, 137, 138, 153, 154, 160, 
164, 197, 203, 208, 211-214, 240-242, 

389-347» 354, 377- 

• Vol. ii. pp. 4-6, 293-317. At King's 

Lynn a fine and the ' jura ' were paid, 
the latter being fees to the officers of 
the Gild (ii. 153, 154, 160). For the 
English form * rytcs/ ' ryghtes,' etc., see 
English Gilds, 54, 58, 60, 86, 357. 
' Vol. ii. p. 354. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 137, 138, 157, 160, 
164, 196, 197, 203, 316, 289-340. 



Generally speaking, entrance to the 
Gild was by purchase, inheritance, and 
gift, but the last-mentioned was rare, 
and even those who inherited the right 
to membership had to pay certain 
fees. 

» Vol. ii. pp. 137, 138 ; cf. ii. 292. 
See also Appendix C. 

*® Vol. ii. p. 85 : cf. also ii. 370. 
'Bika* evidently means a measure of 
some sort. Probably persons entering 
gave a ' bika * of ale. C£ Du Cange, 
Gloss., 'bicheta.* 

" Vol. ii. pp. 240-241. 

" Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 85, 93-103, 137, 
138, I53i i54» 197. Ho» 390-339. Two 
sureties most frequently occur. 

" Vol. ii. pp. 16, 17, 68, 81, 138, 
142, 153, '64, 207, 214, 243, 357, 259, 

391-348, 377- 
" Sec below, Chapter v. 
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were women excluded from the latter ^ Notwithstanding the 
clause contained in many borough charters in favour of 
villeins ^ they were debarred from enjoying the privileges of 
the Gild in some towns ^ 



' VuL ii. pp. 4-8. 14, 49. so, lis, 
ItJ, Ii8, 197, Jl», 140. J89-340. For 
the conneclion of women with brewing 
and other tiadcE in the middle eges, see 
libetAIbBs,lK.: Rot-pBTl., ii.J7S,iBi; 
SttCntei of ihe Realm, 19 Hen. VU. c. 
11 i Bickeidyke, Ale, 114-134 ; Davief, 
Southamp., 179 ; cT. lol. ii. p. 304. 

* The clause siren above on p. S n 
the one that prevails io town cbarters 
of the lliirteenlb and Tonneenth cea- 
Iniiei. In the same category, though 
Ihe wording is difTertol, are to be in- 
cluded the passages in Glanvill. in 
the laws of Newcaille {lemf. Hen. I), 
and in tbe charters of Lincolo and Son- 
deiland; tee below, p. 59; Stabbs, 
ChaitetB, i6j, 166; Bnuid, Newc, ii. 
tjo; Suttees, Durham, i. 197. The 
laW5aKilbed to William the Conqueror, 
and charters granted to Nottingham, 
Haverfordwest, Egremonl. Derby, and 
West Lose, in tbe thirteenth century, 
tncnlioD limply residence in the borough 
a year and a day si the condition of 
emaDcipatiou from villeinage : see 
Thorpe, Anc Lawg, 113; Stubbs, Char- 
ten. 167, 3091 Archaeologia Cambren- 
iis, 1879, vol. I. p, x«iviii. ; Jefferson, 
ComberL, ii, 15; Rot. Chart. 13S; 
Heiewetfaer, Case of West Looc, 31. 
The law-writen of this aame period 
Itate the condition lo be residence in 
a dememc town of the king: Bracton, 
i. 4S. iii. 191 ; Britton, i, aoo, 109 ; 
FIcta, III; see also Coke on Linle- 
ton, i. 137 b; Madoi, Fiima Burgi, 
118. For other notices concerning the 
(tatns of villeins in boroughs, see 
Welfill, Minutea, No. 14; Statntes of 
the Realm, 9 Rich. II, c 2; Liber 
Albni, 610; Eylon, Shrops., x. 133; 
RoL Chart., ao6; Record of Caem., 
i»i; Rot. Pari., iii. iii, 194, 196,448, 
499; Nooifhouck, London, 91 ; Riley, 
Memoriali, 13, 5S i Oliver, Exeter, 31S; 




sec the next note. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 164, 317. Neither the 
Cermaa medieval maiim as regards 
privileged towns 'die Laft mach) frei,* 
nor the acrimonious aspersion ofGnibcrt 
de Nogent against the ' execrable' vil- 
lein-freeing 'communes' of France — 
'deexcciabilibnscommuniis illis in qui- 
bus contra jua el fas violenler servi n 
dominorum jure ae snbtrahunt' — ap- 
plied to English towns of the twelfth aod 
thirteenth centuries. (Arnold, Stndien, 
196-jaj i von Mauter, Stiidteveif., L 
379-3S9 i Gniberi de Nogent, De Vita 
Sua, in Bouquet, xii. 257 ; Waatert, 
LibcTtes communales, 36-37; Wam- 
kouig, Fiand. Rechtsgesch., L 350, 
3S8; Gcngkr, Codex, 763, 851, 935; 
Stubbs, Const. History, i. 478.) Thii 
privilege seems to have been more 
highly prized b; Ihe munidpalitiei of 
the continent than by the boronghs of 
England, owing, perhaps, to the for- 
mei'a greater autonomy. The burghen 
of Spcjrcis hod it graven in letters of 
gold over the main portals of the 
cathedral ^Arnold, Studien, 198), The 
enfranchisement from villeinage 00 the 
continent was not conditional either on 
the possession of land or ability to coo- 
tribute to the pecuniary burden) of the 
community, as was frequently the caie 
in England atid Wales (see below, p. 
59). English burgesses seem to hare 
regarded 'nativi' and 'villani' withlcM 
favour than ia commonly supposed. 
The townsmen of Heieford looked 
down wiih contempt upon ' natives and 
nisticks of aoncient lyme, who pay to 
Iheirc lords corporal 1 services of diverse 
kinds . . . [,thcy] are not of our condi- 
tion, neither shall they have our lawes 
and cuitomes,' etc. [Duncumb, Hcref., i, 
3J9. 343, 344). Villcius weiecipreisly 
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The constitution of the Andover fraternity is particularly 
interesting. It was divided into two houses, the superior and 
the inferior '. There were two classes of brethren, those pos- 
sessing the 'free gild' and those having the 'villein' or 
'hanse gild'^. The ' forwardmen ' * constituted a higher 
rank of gildsmen, while the rights of the 'custumarii'^ were 
evidently restricted. There were dues at Andover called 
' scot-pcnnics,' ' hanse-pennies,' and ■ sige-pennies ' \ With the 
permission of the brethren, the gildship could be transferred, 
in return for a payment by the recipient. In 1396 it was 
ordained by the stewards and brethren of Andover that no one 
in the future shall sell or give away his gild except to a rela- 

XL Arch. Sot., jiv. 34 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 
1S71, p, 30a; BoyE. Saudw., jjt, 511 ; 
GilcB, WiUiey, 45). In the Anglo-S«oo 
lawi of King Edgar il is ordained that 
oflidal witnesses should be appointed 
io boiouEha and hnodreds — Iwenly-threa 
in every large borough, and twelve la 
sm.iU 'buighs' and in evety bandrcd, 
' And of such swotn men let ifaere be at 
every !).-irgBin two or three as witness.' 
(Thorpe, Anc Laws, il(i.) 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 10, II, 397. 308. 3I», 
310. ji^f, I venture the conjecture, 
that the ' coustumaiii,' were identical 
with the 'hanse' glldsmca, and that 
tbey differed Irom the ' free ' gildsmen 
in being subjected to periodical pay- 
ment! called 'hanscs,' and 'customs.' 
' Homme constumcT,' in vol. ii. p. 337, 
means anyone sobject to the psymeiit 
of customs (i.e. lolls}. At G5ttingen 
there used to be both a Gild of Mer- 
chants and a Hanse. The latter seems 
to have been subordinate to the former, 
consisting apparently of smaller tiades- 
mcu and artisans. Sec Schmidt. Giil- 
tingen Urkandeobuch, L i;8; Hans. 
Geschichlsblatter.i8r8,p.33i Nitisch, 
Niederdentsche Genotseoschafteu. ig- 
31, ' Hense ... is eyn bcsondcr afge- 
■cheiden dink van dcr Kopgitden' 
(Nitiscb, 31). 

' Vol. ii- pp. 318, 319, 333, 335- I'of 
Kot-peonies, tee also vol. ii. pp. iji 



excluded from becoming burgesses and 
holding office in some towns, and iirom 
entering Ihe Gild Merchant and craft 
gilds b others. See vol. ii. pp. Si, 164, 
iij ; Rep. MSS. Com., 1870, p. 109 j 
Jones, Brecltn., ii. u ; Liber Albus, 
33,453,681 ; Elomeficld, Norf.. iii. 130; 
Iiacke, Exeter, [60] ; WelBtt, Minntes, 
No. 37 ; MerEvr. and Stephens, 19, 733, 
;63, S47, 971 ; Stalntcs of the Realm, 
B Hen. VI, c II ; cf. also vol. U. p. joo. 
' Vol. ii. pp. 193. 304,336,319, 331- 
335- 

• Vol. ii. pp. II. 396, 313, 317. 330- 
3'3. 3»9. 33*. 333. 3J&-340. We meet 
with a case where a person held both 
the ' hanse ' and the ' free ' gild (ii. 
313 ; cf. also ii. 194, 195, 399, ' alteram 
gildam '). 

• Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 391-347. There 13 
only one otiier borough in connection 
with which I have met this tenn. At 
Hereford, in 1 348, the witnesses of debts 
contracted were called ' forwardesmco ' : 
' habcant lallios sen papiras, et (ales 
testes qui vocantar Forvinrdcsmen, qui 
contraclibns latibns stmt, vel esse debent ' 
(Wotlon, Leges WalUcae, S17V Here 
' forcwardctmen' evidently equals ■ cove- 
nant-men, 'being derived from the Anglo- 
Saxon ' forwDid' — covenant (Schmid, 
Gesctie, Gloss, ' forward '). Hence Ihe 
word is not to be confused with Ihe 
butghal 'wardmen,' whom we find at 
Axbridge, Witney, and Sandwich ^Somer- 
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tive within the third degree ; and those thus admitted shall 
pay a half of a mark to the Gild ; but if the father gives it 
to his son, the payment shall be only two shillings ^. Others 
generally paid sixty shillings*. The gildship was in some 
cases granted only for life, that is to say, without hereditary 
succession ^. For very serious offences the gildsmen of 
Andover fulminated a decree of excommunication against 
the erring brother — commanding ' that no one receive him, 
nor buy and sell with him, nor give him fire or water, nor 
hold communication with him, under penalty of the loss of 
one's freedom *.' 

The meetings of the Gild Merchant were generally called 
' gilds '', or ' morning-talks ' {' morghespeche,' ' maneloquium ') '. 
The number held yearly varied in different places and in 
different periods ; annual, semi-annual, and quarterly meetings 
seem to be the most common^. At these assemblies new 
i. p. »94- 



■ Vol. 



The ( 



.. 389-340, 
tisDce-lcc for sCnuigGTi M King's Lynn 
wM also slxtj' shillings, i Edward 111, 
bat it ws> oflerwanls cbanged to a 
hundred shillings (ii. 154, 160). 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 8. )Sg, 191, 197, 199. 

' Vol. ii. pp, 319, 330; cf. also ii. 
330- 

' Vol. ii. pp. 6, 13, 14, 34, 91-103, 
13'. 'SO. '76. '84, 189, 198, J14, 15s, 
S73-'7i. '77. 358. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 137. 143, t5J-i54. 
16s, J89-347; Thompion, Leic, 30; 
Ceallemui'iMae.,vol. 35. p. £97. 'Con- 
eregBlio'alwoccun (ii. 45,154)- The 
term ' moinspechc,' 'nmrwespechc,' etc. 
wu also applied to social and cmft 
gilda. (EnEliihGild».4S-7i,ii6.ii7i 
Hi«. MSS. Com., 1883, p. 19s. ' Post 
loqnrlam maliitinalein ' ii thus Died in 
Record Office, Misc. Chancery. Gilda, 
140.) Originally the tetm seems to 
have referred to mectlDgs of tbe town 
jodidaiy. ' Hsacdonalionem feci apud 
Oioniam io placilii Regis, qnae appel- 
IsDlDl Morcgespcche ' (Kegistmm de 
Omey, cited io Spelman't Glosi., p. 
411). At Marlborungh Tour anonal 



meetings for the admi&sion of bnrgesse* 
and the election of town oHicen bore 
tbis designation (Waylen, Marlb,, 93), 
The eTpressioQ was also nsed at Read- 
ing ia the reign of Henry VI, probably 
for asscmbUes of the burgesses (Coalei, 
Reading, 59), In tbe same sense we 
meet with ' comon sprach," or 'conml- 
tacion and speche,' at Windsor in the 
time of Elizabeth (BodleiaD MSS.. A^i- 
mole 1116, fol. IJ). At Canterbnty 
the Giliihall was called ' spech-hotue * 
anterior to the reign of Henry VI (Som- 
ner, Canl., i. 66; Hasted, Cant., i. 109).' 
In Germany ' morgensprache ' at &rtt 
signified meetings of tbe town magjs- 
tncy, especially for judicial psrpoici; 
bat later »a it seems to have been coa- 
(ined to the assemblies of the crafl and 
mercantile gilds (Grimm, Worterbnch, 
vi. ajSi ; Holilbauin, Urkondeobtujj, 
Glossary in vol. iii. ; Gijtse, Sicndal , 109; 
Wehimann, Zaoftroileo ton Ltibe<l. 
70-94 ; von Manrer, StadteverC, il. 56, 
16:, 383, 43J, ui. 185, joo, 600 ; Gen- 
gler, Codex. 170, 337. 549. 570, 585). 

' Vol. ii. pp. 4-8, 34. 63-70. 83. 
9J-103, rjj, 16s, 165, ai4, 189-34;; 
Thompson, Munic. Hisl., 50. 
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members were admitted ; punisliment was inflicted for breaches 
of the statutes ; and new ordinances were made. Each Gild 
had its own peculiar enactments, defining its privileges and 
prescribing rules of conduct for its brethren '. 

At the regular meetings, or on days specially appointed, 
there was much eating, drinking, and merry-making ^ ; ' dryn- 
kyngs with spiced cakebrede and sondry wynes, the cuppes 
meriUy servyng about the hous^' At Ipswich the brethren 
came together once a year ' familiarly to feast and to refresh 
their bodies with food and dainties*.' At Yarmouth they 
regaled themselves with ' frometye, rost byffe, grene gese, 
weale, spyce cake, good bere, and ale.' 'Which feast was, for 
the most part, yearly holden [on Trinity Sunday], at the 
cost of four of the brotherhood successively. . . The hall itself 
being at that time richly hanged and adorned with cloth of 
Arras Tapestry, and other costly furniture ; not sparing any 
dainty fare which might be had for money. At which feast 
all private quarrels and emulations were heard and ended to 
the glory of God and mutual love amongst neighbours ^' At 
Andover and King's Lynn this gathering was called the 
'potacion' or 'drinking' (' potacio ') °. Among the bibulous 
brethren of Winchester ' to drink the Gild Merchant ' meant 
to hold a meeting of the fraternity ''. The officers who super- 
intended the preparation of the feast were called ' pincemae ' 
at Barnstaple, Guildford, and Andover ' ; and ' heyncrs ' at 
Yarmouth ". 

Among the fines and entrance-fees we sometimes find 
a collation, a bull, beer, and wine, which were doubtless 



■ Vo1.ii,/ojj<m. 

■ Vol. ii. pp. ;. 15, 34. 93-103, 107, 
US, U8-131 15s. ai5. ajj. 333. M9. 
1.15. »S6. »T7-»79- 3»9. 33>. 336; 
KogUib Gildi, 401 ; GeDllemui'a Mag., 
1851, vol. 35. p. 597; Thompson, 

> Mure of Bridmr^ p. 79. 
' Vol. ii. p. ij8. 

' Voi. ii. pp. J78, 179. This hns the 
VOL. I. 1 



I psisoge 1. 



flasoM of the well-koo 

Tacitus, Gernianla, a. ' 

ciliaiidiE inviccm inimids . . . plcruinqiie 

to cooriviii coasnltanl.' 

• Vol. ii. pp. 153, 160-16J, 390, 391, 
193. 3<9> 331. 33>- 

' Vol. ii. pp. ass, 'Sfi- 

• Vol. iL pp. 13, 14, 93-9S, I 
319<3)6. 331.335. 375- 

' Vol. ii. p. 39J. 
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generally consumed at the festive gatherings of the Gild *. 
At Guildford, buU-baiting was a favourite amusement of 
the brethren ; new members being generally obliged to pro- 
mise to feast the Gild and to provide a bull*. While the 
Andover compotation (which was generally held on Sunday) 
lasted, each steward received daily four gallons of beer; each 
cup-bearer, three gallons ; each clerk, two gallons ; each 
taster, one gallon '. At Southampton the alderman and 
steward were each allowed two gallons of wine every evening 
during the festivities ; the chaplain, the usher, and each of the 
skevtns, one gallon *. 

( Good works and devotional exercises, though not wholly 
neglected, constitute a less prominent element in the Gild 
Merchant than in most other gilds. In many towns the 
fraternity bore the name of some patron saint, a preference 
being shown for the tutelage of the Holy Trinity *. Chaplains 
and priests of the Gild are often mentioned*. 'If laudable 
and praiseworthy,' says the Yarmouth Chronicler, " is the 
bond of amity and friendship among mere natural men, 
then how much more especially is that which is amongst 
Christians, who be tied by the strongest bond of faith and 
religion; but, above all, by those Christians which be of 
one fraternity, bound and linked together by solemn oathV 
Attendance at the funeral of deceased members, prayers for 
the dead, assistance to brethren in sickness, poverty and 
distress, 'alms-deeds and works of charity,' the settlement 
of quarrels, without litigation, by the Gild officers, and 



' VoL \i. pp. 85, IJJ-1J5, i37i 143. 
•53. 158. '60, ao8, 140-241, 30a, 377; 
ThDmpioii, Ltic, 77, and Eiuty, 50 ; 
GeDtletnui'i Mag., rol. 35, p. 597. In 
1 1 Eduaid 1, Robert de Reydone was 
ftdmitlcd to tbe Gild of Ipswich; 'et 
pnifeit commanitati mum pipun vini ' 
(Ipswich Archives, Lilttc Domesday, 

* Vol. ii. pp. 93-105. Cf. English 
Cildi, 191 : Hemingway, Chester, i. 
hi; Bailey, TranscrlplB, 75-77 iNoske, 



Wore., log ; Ferguson and Nuion, 
Carl., 16, 176, J9J. 

' Vol. 11. p. 335. ' Vol.iip.j15. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 14, 11, 60, 65, 70, laS, 
"6i-'7o, M9- '7°. '7'. Jj6-a79. 38o, 
391 ; Dobson and Hafland, Pretton 
Gnild, 10: Hnnt. Sristol, 57i Benioa 
uid Hatcher, Salisbaiy, 79. 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 15, 117, isj. 159, ifio^ 
163, 164, :69, 174, 114, »i5, J39, tjy; 
Paiker, Wycombe, 131, 133. 

' Vol. ii. p. 376. 
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abstinence from slander and malicious imputations against 
the brethren, are some of the precepts inculcated by the 
statutes \ 

What the ordinances of the Gild Merchant laid most stress 
upon, what distinguished it from other gilds, will be elucidated 
by a discussion of its aim and functions, for which the way is 
now cleared. 



» Vol. ii. pp. 23. 26, 50, 65, 126-129, ^52, 155* 158, 159, 161-166, 169, 207, 
215, 216-218. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Functions of the Gild. Privileges of Gildsmen. 

If, in viewing the past, one's vision is not impaired by the 
rose-hued glasses of sentimentality, one must perceive that the 
medieval gildsmen were not always animated by lofty motives 
of Jjrotherly love and self-abnegation in their behaviour to- 
ward their fellow-men. Indeed, the desire for gain or self- 
/ advantage, which from the outset was the raison ifitre of the 
\ Gild Merchant and many other gilds, degenerated at times 
into the most reprehensible forms of selfishness. The gtlds- 
, man may have been kind and loving toward those of his own 
fraternity, but he was too often harsh and oppressive toward 
non-gildsmen V, 

What th5ji--was the aim of the Gild Merchant? To this 
fundaj»e6tal question two very diverse answers have hitherto 
given, both of which are very evasive. Some assert' 



\ pp- 3»-3S. S'-S3. '47. 

. 189, 311. 379. Dnring 
iries preceding the Refor- 
c frequently mc« with slrong 
Gondenmation of (he conduct of the 
gilds. Their exaction* ' sftei Iheii owo 
EiniUcT mind and pleasure,' the ' ont- 
rageons budahipi ' to which they subject 
the public, the nnieftionablc oidinsncea 
' for tbei owne siogler pnihte and to the 
cornea liaite and damage of the people,' 
etc See Statatei of the Realm, 9 Edw. 
m, i. c. 1; 35 Edw. III. Ui. c. 1; 
37 Edw. Ill, c. s i » Rich. II, i. c 1 ; 
15 Hen. VI, c. 6; u Hen. VII. c. 6; 
19 Hen.VII, c. 7; i) Hen. VIII, c. 4; 
*B Hen. \^U, c. j ; Rot. Pari., ii. 377, 

180, iy. 75, J07, vl. IJO.—' Picketing' 




ia not a toodem invention. In 1614 
Company of Mercers and InmnuHlgeis 
of Chester ordered T. Alderscy (who 
had married the Tiiece of on ironmt»iger) 
to shut up his shop. He reiiised. 'Soe 
daie by doie two others [of their Com- 
pnny] walked all daie before the uid 
shop and did forbidd and inhibilt aU 
that came to the said shopp for buyinge 
any wares there, and stopped soch 
CBioe to buy wares there.' The mayor 
ordered them to depart, ' upon ihw 
oathe ' 1 they answered that they wers 
sworn to their Company ; and to ' tlie]> 
walked and remayned and ploied theti 
Kilfnll parte.' (H«rl. MS., Mo*. Brit., 
1054, H. 89, 90.) 
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that it was merely a private society of merchants, having ) 
nothing at all to do with the administration of town affairs \ / 
Most writers, on the other hand, regard * Gilda Mercatoria ' ^ 
merely as another name for borough or city, ignoring the V 
word * Mercatoria ' as if it never had any specific meaning \ j 
Some authors who have made very pregnant general state- 
ments concerning this brotherhood, do not even trouble them- 
selves to inquire what its constitution and functions were^ 
Untrammelled by any views now prevalent, or by any pre- 
conceived hypothesis, we will let the sources tell their own 
story. 

The proceedings at Ipswich on receipt of King John's 
charter *, have already given us some intimation of the object 
of the society. At least, they plainly show that the Gild had j 
lifted itself above the plane of an ordinary private fraternity ; [} 
that important functions of some sort were intrusted to it by / 
the burghal community. These functions are expressly ex- 
pounded in the following records. 

In 1330 the mayor and community of the town of Bedford 
were summoned to answer to the king by what warrant they 
claim to have a Gild Merchant, with all its liberties and 
customs in lands, islands, and pastures, and all its other 
appurtenances, so that anyone who is not of that Gild may 
not merchandise with them in city, borough, town, or sokes ; 
and that they may be quit of toll, etc. [Other privileges are 
enumerated. The burgesses show a charter of Richard I, 
granting a Gild Merchant and other liberties.] And the 
same mayor and community are questioned by Richard of 
Aldborough, the prosecuting crown-attorney, concerning the 

* For example, Merewether and Ste- also vol. ii. p. 142 ; Thompson, Manic, 

phens, Hist, of Boronghs, pp. ziii., xvi.. Hist, pp. ix.-xi., 49, 100, 119; Wilda, 

ii7» 353i 437iCtc. Gildenwescn, 251; Brentano, English 

" Thompson,Gentleman*sMag.,i85i, Gilds, pp. xciii., cv. ; Hiillmann, 

vol. 35. p. 596 : ' The guild was not a Stadtewesen, iii. 73. 

ere adjunct of a town community but ' Brady, Treatise, 47, 84. 

he only formal embodiment of the * Above, pp. 23-26. 

pulation into a civic fraternity.* See 
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nature or the said Gild, and who the persons are that belong 
to it, and what profit they levy by reason of the same Gild. 
They say that both burgesses of the town and any others 
dwelling in the same, from the time that they take the oath 
to preserve the liberties of the town and the king's peace and 
to maintain all other privileges touching the aforesaid town 
and Gild, are admitted into this Gild, so that they can then 
sell all kinds of merchandise by retail, and everywhere enjoy 
the aforesaid immunities and liberties, just as the burgesses 
themselves by reason of their liberties aforesaid '. 

In a quo warranto suit, during the reign of Edward III, the 
burgesses of Beaumaris were called upon to explain the mean- 
ing of the various clauses of the charter granted to them in 
1296; 'And by the clause, that they may have Gild Merchant, 
etc., they claim that all who remain in the aforesaid town, 
and desire to enjoy the aforesaid liberties, and have been 
sworn in the presence of the aforesaid burgesses, and have 
paid hanse (i.e. a certain payment called hanse) and lot and 
scot with them, shall be in the aforesaid Gild ; and then they 
can freely merchandise in the aforesaid town without paying 
toll there or elsewhere ; and that no one who is not sworn 
and admitted into the aforesaid Gild can merchandise in 
the said town without the licence and consent of the said 
burgesses ^.' 

A similar declaration was made by the burgesses of 
Conway, Bala, Newborough, Carnarvon, Harlech, and Cric- 
cieth, during the same reign \ 

In 1373 the mayor and bailiffs of Bristol thus Interpreted 
the Gild: — 'And as to the profits arising from fines levied 
for having the freedom within the town of Bristol, the afore- 
said mayor and bailiffs say that the town of Bristol is an 
ancient borough, and a mayor, bailiHs, and a community 
have existed in the same borough beyond the memory of 
man ; in which borough the said mayor, bailiffs, and com- 

t Vol. ii. pp. 16-iB. " Vol. ii. pp. 15, 16. > Vol. ii. p. 48, 
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munity, and their antecessors and predecessors, have had 
a free Gild Merchant, in the said town and suburbs, and all 
things that pertain to a Gild Merchant, namely, to buy and 
sell in the same town free and exempt from customs and toll, 
and to have various other privileges such as pertain to tin 
Gild Merchant By virtue of the said Gild and freedom the! 
said mayor and bailiffs and their predecessors have beenj 
accustomed all this time to levy, for their own use, a certain: 
payment from all who were admitted to the freedom and; 
society of the Gild, for having the freedom of the aforesaid 
Gild, according to what could be reasonably agreed upon- 
between them ^/ 

In 1350 the mayor and burgesses of Macclesfield defined . 
the Gild as follows : * And by these words, that the burgesses 

1 

of the said town may have a Gild Merchant, they claim that , 
no one may be admitted as a burgess in the said tow|;i except 
with the assent and concurrence of the aforesaid mayor and 
burgesses; and that no one may have the freedom to mer- ; 
chandrse there as a burgess, unless he is admitted by the 
aforesaid mayor and burgesses ^.' 

In 1280 several burgesses of Newcastle-under-Lyme were 
summoned by the king for seizing ten fleeces of wool belong- 
ing to Richard the Baker of Stafford. In their defence, they 
say that King Henry III gfranted the burgesses of Newcastle 
'that the burgesses of the said town might have a Gild 
Merchant in the said borough with all liberties and free 
customs belonging to such a Gild; and that by the liberty 
of this Gild the custom of the borough is such that no one is 
allowed to sell or buy any wool in the aforesaid borough, except j 
those who are in the aforesaid Gild, save by sacks or some 
other great weight' They say that they seized Richard's wool 
because he bought it contrary to the liberty of the Gild ; and 
they show a charter of 19 Henry IIP, granting them a Gild 

* Vol. ii. p. 354. ' Vol. ii. p. 171. 

* This is the correct date. See above, p. 14, n. 3. 
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Merchant with all the liberties and free customs pertaining 
to such a Gild. 'Being asked what liberties they claim to 
have pertaining to the aforesaid Gild, they say that no one, 
unless he should be of the liberty of the Gild, can cut cloth i 
to sell in the town, nor cut up meat and fish, nor buy fresh 
leather, nor purchase wool by the fleece, except by great 
weight, i.e. by the stone, sack, or half sack. . , . This privilege 
that no one may buy wooj by retail in the said town of 
Newcastle, unless he be of the liberty of the said GiTdrper-" 
tains to that Gild.' In another suit of the same year the 
buigcsscs of Newcastlc-undcr-Lyme again state that Henry 
III gave them a Gild Merchant with all liberties and free 
customs belonging to such a Gild; 'and that the custom 
pertaining to the said Gild in the said borough is such that 
no one, except burgesses of the said borough, is aIlo\ved to 
cut cloth, nor sell by the ell, nor to keep a shop within the 
said borough,' unless he be in the said Gild of the said 
borough ',' 
/ In 1235 or 1236 the abbot of Buckfastleigh and the bur- 
1 gesses of Totnes entered into this agreement, 'that the said 
I burgesses received the said abbot and monks into the Gild 
L Merchant, i.e. that they should be allowed to make all their 
purchases just like other burgesses, excepting all sales in the 
name of trade.' For this privilege the abbot and monks were 
to give the Gild Merchant 32(/. yearly for all tallage '■'. 

In 1255 a jury of the men of Totnes declared, 'that the 

said burgesses and others dwelling in the said borough have 

among themselves a certain liberty which is called the Gild l. 

I Merchant, by which they can make foreign merchants free, 

BO that they need not pay toll on their things or wares bought 

I and sold; [but], just as the said burgesses, they are exempt 

Iand free. And this they use, and have used from a time 
beyond the memory of man ^.' 

In 1330 the burgesses of Derby were summoned to answer 
81. ' Vol. ii. p. 135. = Vol, ii. p. 136. 
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to the king by what warrant they claim certain liberties. The 
prosecuting attorney of the crown questions their right to 
several of these, including the Gild. He says * that the Gild \ 
Merchant is granted to the burgesses of the said town, as is i 
evident from the charter of the said Henry IH * ; and he says j 
'that individual burgesses of the said borough are jointly g 
united ; and they assert that they are fellows of the said ^ 
Gild, and that others are not. And under cover of this 
Gild Merchant they have been accustomed to oppress the 
people coming to the said town with vendible wares, so that 
no one can sell his wares in the said town to- anyone except 
to a member of the said society, and this at the pleasure of 
the said buyer.' He likewise says * that these persons do no/^ 
permit foreign merchants — ^whatsoever wares they n»y deal\ \ 
in — to vend their merchandise in the said town except onl y \ . 
by wholesale, and this to one of the brethren ; and the profit 
arising therefrom does not accrue to the advantage of the 
community of the said town, but only to the advantage of 
those who are of the said society ; which usages redound to 
the injury, oppression, and pauperization of the people. Con- 
cerning these things he seeks judgment,' etc And he says 
* that, by reason of the said Gild Merchant, np foreign merchant 
^can purchase by wholesale wine, wool, wool-fells, leather, or 
lead from any foreigner, except only from those who are of 
the said Gild ; nor can foreign merchants sell any wares 
except only by wholesale, and this to one of the said society.' 
The twelve jurors state that certain individuals are jointly 
united, who assert that they are of the Gild Merchant, and 
do not permit others to be of the said Gild, unless they 
satisfy them beforehand^, in order that they may be in 
the said Gild. And by reason of this Gild the custom has 
prevailed among them, that if anyone brings neat's leather, 
wool, or wool-fells into the said town to sell, and one of the said 
Gild places his foot upon the thing brought, aad sets a price 

^ I, e. pay a satisfactory fine. 
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for which he would like to buy it, no one but a member of 
the said society will dare buy it, nor will he to whom it 
belongs dare sell it to anyone save a member of the said 
society, nor for a higher price than that which the member 
of the said society offers. And they [the jurors] say that 
the profit arising therefrom does not accrue to the advantage 
of the community of the borough, but only to the advantage 
of those who are of the said society ^.' 

The following is a declaration of the mayor and citizens of 
Chester: — 'And as to these words, "Gild Merchant with 
all liberties and free customs which they ever freely and 
quietly have had " [in the said Gild], they claim that yearly, 
on the Friday next following the festival of St. Dionysius, 
they can elect from among themselves two stewards of the 
said Gild, who are of the fraternity^ of the said Gild; who 
then shall swear, before the mayor and sheriffs and other 
citizens of the said city, that they will truly and faithfully 
render their account of all monies levied by them upon per- 
sons entering the Gild, and of all other customs of the said 
Gild, which have been collected time out of mind and pertain 
to the said Gild ; and tfiat every man who shall be in that 
Gild, shall be in the freedom and franchise of the said dty, 
and can buy, within the liberty of the said city, all kinds of 
wares coming to that city by sea or land, without paying any 
fine ' thereon ; and that no one who is not admitted into the 
said Gild can buy anj-thing within the liberty of the said city 
without the licence and assent of the said stewards. And by 
reason of the said Gild and for the maintenance of the same, ■ 
they collect, and their predecessors time out of mind have 
collected, the customs underwritten.' The tolls for various 
articles follow, concluding with the words, ' and for any other 
species of merchandise according to what can be agreed upon 
for granting indulgence to strangers*.' 

' Vol. il. pp. st-s3. • I.e. toll. 

' L e. horn uooDg Ihose who u 
le {ratemity. 
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'We find,' sa.ys a writer in 1656, ' that before the said Citw 
(Chester) had any Charter, they used by Prescription divers 
Liberties, and enjoyed a Guild Mcrcatory, that is, a Brother- j 
hood of Merchants, and that whosoever was not admitted of 1 
that society, he could not use any Trade or Traffick within 
the city, nor be a Tradesman therein '.' 

These passages show that the words ' so that no one who iS^ 
not of the Gild may trade in the said town, except with the 
/ consent of the burgesses '^' which frequently accompanied the 
grant of a Gild Merchant, express the essence of this institu- 
tion. It was clearly a concession of the exclusive right of/ 
trading within the borough. The Gild was the department I 
of town administration whose duty was to maintain and regu- 
late the trade monopo iy. This w as the raisoii dctre of the 
Gil d Merchant of the twe lfth and thirteenth centuries; but 
J the privilege was often construed to imply broader functions — 
the general regulation of trade and in dii^try^. 

There were so many local peculiarities that it is difficult to 
analyze the gild-laws in detail. We may, however, venture a 
few generalizations, which will apply, at least, to many towns- 
Even the narrow -vis ion cd gildsmen perceived that to wholly 
exclude strangers from the trade of the town would militate 
too much against their own interests and the general pros- 
perity of the borough. But, while they themselves enjoyed 
the right ' to trade freely ' (' libcrc mcrcandisare * '), unfranchised I 1 1 
merchants, when allowed to practise their vocation, were' ^^ 
hemmed in on every side by onerous restrictions. Of these i- 
the most irksome was probably the payment of toll on all 
wares that they were permitted to buy or sell. From such 
payments the gildsmen were generally wholly exempt ; even 

them to eipose the merchandise for • VoL ii. pp. 4, 7, 139, 14J, 144, 1S7, 

sule. For the original of ttlit docDmcQt, 104-107, 118-131, 141, 941, 160-164, 

see vol ii. pp. 43, 44. >9°->95- 301-311, 3.1'. 33*- 

' Vol. ii. p. 41. ' Vol ii pp. 33, 34. ISS. »S4- 

' Sec above, p. 8. 
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when this was not the case, they usually enjoyed discrimina - 
ting_rates of toll in their favour'. That this was regarded as 
the pre-eminent pnvilege of the gild -brethren, is manifest from 
the records cited above (pp. 37-43). and from other passages 
in the sources". At Totnes, especially, this was evidently the 
principal idea associated with the fraternity^ ' He is expelled 
from the Gild (or 'he leaves the Gild,') and henceforth he 
must pay toll,' is the substance of several entries in the gild- 
rolls *. ' And no one shall be free of custom,' the Southampton 
statutes enact, ' unless he provide that he be in the Gild or 
franchise ; and this from year to year ".' In many cases this 
immunity extended beyond the limits of the town with which 
the Gild was connected ; for if the borough had a charter 
granting freedom from toll throughout the realm, all the mem- 
bers of the Gild were generally allowed to participate in this 
exemption ". 



' Vol,U.pp.si,5J, Jig; Black Book of 
Admir., 11.179; English Gilds, 353-356. 

' Vol, iL pp. 30, 41, 195 ; cf, also pp. 
no,lJ+. 115,150, 100,374.377; Black 
Book of Admirally, ii. 151, 153; Dnn- 
comb, Hticf., L 337. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 136. 137. 

• Vol.iL pp. 140, 3»o, 334, 335, 333. 

• Vol. ii. p. al8. 

• Vol. ii. pp. j6, 17, 47, 140, 158, 
«T4. '^3. loJ. 345. 351-353, 351, 357, 
37.1.388,390. Ini334thekineBtanted 
the nierchints of CovenUy enemplion 
from toll, pavnge, etc. for their ' quiet 
•nd tnuquUity* (Mcrcwcihcr and Ste- 
phens, 650), Such eiactions were ap- 
propriately called ' impechiamenli quae 
mefcandisaa tangnnt ' in an early charter 
of Conglelon (Onnerod, Cheshire, iii. 

Mere wether and Stephens contend 
that sach eicmptioni belonged only 
to inhabitant burgesses, and weie not 
bdtowcd upon non-resident slrangprs. 
Otherwise, they argue, the borough 
wonld have had the power to mnke an 
nnlimitcd number of the king's subjects 
toll-fiee thraughout the realm (Hist, nf 



Boroughs, 380, 39J). But Merewether 
and Stephens overlook the fact that, 
with these privileges outside the town, 
the stranger gildsman received im- 
portant cororoercial immunities within 
the lime, which would be a safeguard 
against any undue extension of the list 
of 'forinseci' brethren. 

Notwithstanding the general words of 
Ihe charters ' free of toll, etc. throughout 
England ' the ewrcise of this exemplioa 
depended upon priority of granL If 
borough A received this privil^c bribre 
borough B, then A was free from toll in 
B, but not B in A, See vol. il. p. iS> ; 
BractoD, i, 450 : Plac, de qno War,, 
317; Bracton's Note-Book, 55 >6,IIS8. 
It was doubtless owing mainly to the 
existence of this prii-ilegc that charters 
of various towns were entered in the 
records of London, Southampton, Yar- 
mouth, Bristol, and other bornugfaa. 
See vol. ii. pp. 364, 390; Liber Custn. 
marum, 655-673: Liber A I bus, 534- 
538 ; Rep, MSS. Com., 18H7, App. iiL, 
7, 10 ; Palmer, Yarmouth, 6 { Swinden, 
Yarmouth, 36-39; Hartshome, North- 
ampton, ]6 ; Peihall, Oxford, 343 ; 
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^ Non-gildsmen were forbidden to keep shops or sell mer- 
chandise by retail ^ In many cases this applied only to 
certain specified wares, cloth, leather, wool, fish, meat, etc., 
doubtless the staple commodities of the place *. We frequently 
meet with the injunction, that strangers are not to keep wine- 
taverns, but they were sometimes allowed to retail wine from 
ships ^. Here are some regulations that were made at Reading, 
probably in the fourteenth century : — 

* Also, no foreigner shall buy com on the market-day before 
three o'clock, unless he be a person of distinction ; and if he 
buys, he shall lose his com and remain at the mercy of the 
provost \ 

*Also, no foreigner shall bring tanned leather to sell into 
the town of Reading at any time of the year, except only 
during the fairs ; and, if anyone does otherwise, let his goods 
be seized by the hand of the stewards, and he shall be at their 
mercy ; and when he shall have satisfied them, he shall have 
his goods again. 

* Also, no foreigner shall retail, in the market, linen or woollen 
cloth, except only at the [accustomed] time; and if anyone 
acts contrary to this ordinance and is found guilty, his goods 
shall remain in the hands of the stewards, until he makes 
amends to them. 

* Also, no foreign fish-monger who brings fish to the market 
to sell, shall cut up his fish to sell, except with the permission 
of the stewards or bailiffs ; and no foreigner can have licence 
to do this, if any gildsman has any fish to sell. 

Davies, Southampton, 229 ; Bristol 134, 135, 173, 176, 178, 180-183, 189, 

Council-House, Little Red Book, ff. 199, 206, 218, 241, 250, 370, 378 ; 

152-223 ; Merew. and Stephens, 142. Chartae Hibem., 22, 25, 37, 39, 60. 84; 

' Vol. ii. pp. 16, 17, 19, 52, 54, no, Munic. Corp. Com., Ireland, 891 ; Gale, 

132, 150, 175, 180, 181, 189, 192, 250, Inquiry, p. xi. ; and see below, p. 46, 

255, 358' Cf. also vol. ii. pp. 37, 46, n. 3. 

56, 59, 80, 176, 247, 264, 272 ; Chartae » Vol. ii. pp. 16, 24, 58, 59, 134, 135, 

Hibcm., 62-64; Munic. Corp. Com., 189, 192, 218, 250; Chartae Hibem., 

Ircl) 573! Hohlbaum, Urkundenbuch, 22, 25,36, 37,39,84; Munic. Corp. Com., 

382 ; Thorpe, Anc. Laws, 200 ; Liber Ireland, 891 ; Gale, Inquiry, p. xii. Ct 

Albus, xcv., 493; Brandon, Inquiry, 22. Brandon, Inquiry, 22. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 24, 46, 47, 58, 59, 73, * I.e. liable to be amerced by them. 
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'Also, no stranger shall bring herring to the market to sell 
on any day of the week excepting only on one market-day; 
and if he wishes to stay in the town and sell his fish in the 
market a second day, he must sell two herrings more than he 
did the day before, or he must go away ; and who does other- 
wise, shall be at the mercy of the stewards. . 

' Also, if a stranger who brings herring or fish to sell in the 
market, has a remnant, and wishes to sell it, no one of the 
town shall buy it, if the market cannot provide for his neigh- 
bours, just as the stranger sold, it the day before, and if no one 
buys it before three o'clock ; and who does otherwise shall be 
at the mercy of the stewards. 

' Also, no regratcr who is not of the law ' shall sell by retail 
old cheese, oil, suet, nor wax ; and whoever does it shall be at 
the mercy of the stewards ^.' 

In many places the unfranchised ' forinseci ' were not per- 
mitted to buy certain things, wool, hides, grain, untanned 
leather, unfulled cloth, etc, ^, probably, for the most part, 
scarce articles of consumption and raw materials necessary for 
the production of the chief manufactures of the town. At 
times this enactment is particularly directed against buying 
for re-sale * ; hence provisions for one's own use, the ' parva 
merciraonia,' were often expressly excepted ^ The following 
is extracted from the ordinances of Southampton (presumably 
of the fourteenth century) : — 

' And no one shall buy anything in the town of Southampton 
to sell again in thcsamctown, unless he be of the Gild Merchant 




' I.e. of tbe franchise. 

* Vol. iL pp. 105. 106. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 18, 5), 139, 1 73, 1 78, 179, 
ie>, 191, 19'. "Si »°7. '•■> "^> "54t 
(76. Ct. Liber Cnstam., p. xxxviil. ; 
Thorpe, Abc. Laws, ]Do. 'Bui^enseide 
Sklop'et deLudeUvc DEndidcnmlcontm 
UbetlBlem carte sue [i.e. Montfiomeiy] 
in Ibro de Monlegomcr' panDiun per 
Talliitn.el cmcnini Coiea croda el alia 

■ ( Reeoid Office, In- 
quU. Post Mortem jj Hen. Ill, No. ji;. 



' Vol. ii. pp. 134, 155. 176, ii8. Ct 
Liber Albus, xcv.. 49], 

* Vol. ii. pp. 54, 61, 80, las, i3», 
1.14. 183, ai9. '6". »73. 35J. 358; 
Brand, Newc, ii. 131; Roi. Hnnd, L 
", iS^- $43 • Record of Cacra., 104. 
'Eliceptis edsm camibos et pisclbns 
scissis, caseis, ovjs, pullanis. et hnln*. 
modi tninuiis vendibilibus' : Archae- 
ologia Cambreasii, 1879, x. p. ixxiiL ; 
Ctuuteri of Carnunbea, 14, 35. 
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or of the franchise ; and if any one does it and is found guilty, 
all that he has thus bought shall be forfeited to the king. . . . 
And no one> except a gildsoian, shall buy honey, suet, salt 
herring, nor any kind of oil, nor mill-stones, nor fresh leather, 
nor any kind of fresh skins; nor keep a wine- tavern, nor sell 
cloth by retail, except on market and fair day ; nor keep more 
than five quarters of corn in his granary to sell by retail, if he 
is not a gildsman ; and if anyone shall do it and be found 
guilty, all shall be forfeited to the king \* 

The two regulations, that non-gildsmen could not buy cer- 
tain articles, nor sell by retail, sometimes applied only to| 
strangers trading witli each other ^. /The same two prohibi- 
tions were also generally suspended during fairs and, in some 
places, on market days^ The gildsmen were enlightened 
enough to perceive that more complete freedom of trade on 
those days attracted a greater multitude of people to their 
mart, and thus conduced to their commercial prosperity. / 

Various other enactments were frequently directed against 
merchant strangers. They were to bring their wares to ' the 
Common Hall ' or other specified public place, and there ex- 
pose them for sale *, in order that their goods could be more 
easily examined, and their mercantile transactions more readily 
supervised. They were not to remain in the borough, for the 
purpose of selling their commodities, longer than forty days ^. 




• Vol. ii. p. 218. 

• Vol. iL pp. 19, 24, 52, 59, 61, 75, 
82, 111, 132, 148, 175, 177, 183, 190, 
205, 232, 263, 273,352,358, 370; Chartae 
Hibem., 22, 25, 60, 84; Manic. Corp. 
Com., Ireland, 75 ; Drake, Eboracum, 
206; Tenth Rep. MSS. Com., App. v. 
p. 297. Cf. liber Cast, 68. 

» Vol. iL pp. 24, 37, 40. 41, 54, 56, 
no, III, 132, 175, 177, 183, 199, 205, 
218, 263, 264, 272, 352, 358 ; Harland, 
Mamecestze, 191. 

• Vol. U. pp. 15, 63, 77, 148, 204, 
272, 274; Johnson, Costoms, 121; 
Green, Wore., App. Iviii. ; Hotchins, 
Dorset, ii. 46. 



» Vol. ii. pp. 24, 58, 59, 134, 156, 
370; Manic Corp. Com., Ireland, 573, 
891 ; Gale, Inqairy, p. xi. ; Chartae 
Hibem., 22, 25, 37, 39. 84, 85; Rot. 
Pari., ii. 332 ; Wodderspoon, Ipswich, 
188. Cf. Chronicles of £dw. I and 
£dw. II, i. 328 ; Liber Albas, xcv. ; 
Liber Cast, xxxviii., 68 ; Norton, Com- 
mentaries, 75, 87, 120. 
'fiat wolde God that withoat longer 

delayes 
Thees galees were unfraaght in forty 

dayes 
And in the forty dayes charged again.' 
Libell of Engl. Policye, 33, 41. 
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During this time they were carefully watched, lest they should 
sell or buy under colour or cover of a faithless gild-brother's 
freedom, the latter being expelled from the fraternity or other- 
wise severely punished, if found guilty of tliis offence'. 

' No one of the Gild nor of the franchise shall avow 
anything belonging to another as his own, by which the 
customs of the town may be diminished ; and if anyone does it 
and is found guilty, he shall lose his Gild and his franchise, and 
the merchandise thus avowed shall be forfeited to the king,' 

'No one of the town under colour of purchase, nor under 
any other kind of colour, shall sell the merchandise of a 
merchant stranger, by which that merchandise may be sold 
for more than the merchant can sell it by his own hand, the 
men of the town thus losing their profit ; but merchants 
who bring their goods to sell, shall sell them by their own 
hand,' etc. *, 

S Hence a non-gildsman could not enter into partnership with 
a member of the brotherhood ^ At Leicester the former was 
not even allowed to share profits with the latter in return for 
capital lent*. 

iThe brethren's right of pre-emption is occasionally men- 
tioned '. Here is an example from the Southampton 
ordinances ; — 

'And no simple inhabitant nor stranger shall bargain for 
nor buy any kind of merchandise coming to the town before 
burgesses of the Gild Merchant, so long as a gildsman is 
present and wishes to bargain for or buy it ; and if anyone 
does it and is found guilty, that which he buys shall be for- 
feited to the king ".' 

' Vul. ii. pp. la, n, fiG-fiS, 76, 80, goods of Btrangers (cf. ii. 150, 37a). 

«i, 139. I«. "77. 'H- "8. »o, )4'. ' Vol. ii.pp. 118, jio. 

'S7i 3°8. 3M, in- Cf. also vol. ii. ' Vol.ii. pp. 144,390; cf. LiberCnat., 

pp. JO, 133, t34, 374; Archa:ol. Aisoc, itS; Liber Albas, 164, 189. 

JftnniBl, vol, 37, p. 4j6; Duncamb, * Vol. ii. p. 144. TKis rule wu re- 

Heret, L 337; Norton, Commenlarici, laxed in t afio [lol, ii. p. 139). 

334. 34"; Biandon. Inqniij, 23. Such » Vol. ii. 51. 65, 134, 105, »l8, 301. 

oRenden were said 'iq colour' the ' Vol, ii. p. a:8. 
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It is probate that already in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, as in later times, the officers of the Gild, in some 
sea-port towns, had the exclusive privilege of making the first 
offer for the purchase of newly arrived cargoes. The wares 
thus bought were then disposed of to the brethren at a small/^ 
profit ^. 

At Ipswich the alderman of the Gild had the monopoly of 
dealing in mill-stones and various other kinds of stone, the 
profits being devoted to the maintenance of the fraternity *. 
At King's Lynn also the skevins traded in mill-stones for the 
common good of the society ^. 

The gildsman was generally under obligation to share all 
purchases with his brethren, that is to say, if he bought a 
quantity of a given commodity, any other gildsmen could 
claim a portion of it at the same price at which he purchased 
it*. The aim of this law was manifestly to do away with 
middlemen and keep down prices; it counteracted *regrat- 
ing* and 'forestalling,' offences which were regarded as 
especially heinous when the culprit was not in the Gild ^ 

Ungildated merchants could purchase temporary or partial 
exemption from the many restrictions that harassed their move- 
ments ^. These impositions (* gildagium,' * gildwite,' etc.) often 

* Vol. ii. pp. 66-78, 133, 148, 149, Rot. Pari., i. 275, 291, 300, ii. 271, a8o, 
1 76. We shall return to this subject in et passim ; Statutes of the Realm, i. 
Chapter viii. 203, 204, 308, 315, ii. 28. See also vol. 

^ Vol. ii. pp. ii2, 127, 129. ii. pp. 227, 268, 272, 290, 291. 

» Vol. ii. pp. 153, 155, 165, 170. • Vol. ii. pp. 33, 34, 42, 43, X09, 

* Vol. ii. pp. 46, 150, 161, 185, 218, 142, 147, 173, 190, 235, 241, 246, 247, 
219, 226, 290, 352. Cf. Black Book of 262, 264, 345, 374, 378, 379. In some 
Admiralty, ii. 129; Lyon, Dover, ii. towms, especially those of Wales and the 
399) 333> 3^5* '^^^ regulation also west of England, there were persons 
applied to some craft gilds. See English called * chensers,* ' censers,* or * tensers,* 
Gilds, 210; Reliquary, xx. 143 ; Riley, who were allowed to trade in return for 
Mem., 322 ; Munim. Gildhallae, iii. 444. certain payments. See vol. ii. pp. 133, 

* Vol. ii. pp. 19, 176, 185, 205, 206, 134, 176, 177, 264; Rot. Pari., v. 125; 
22S) 35 3) 353* ^or the whole subject, Owen and Blakeway, Shrewsb., i. 173 ; 
in general, see lUingworth, Laws re- Merew. and Stephens, 1760; English 
specting Forestalling, etc.; Browne, Gilds, 383-394 ; Jones, Breckn., ii. 12, 
Laws of Forestalling, etc.; Wodder- 263, 786; Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, App. 
spoon, Ipswich, 282, 283; English Gilds, iv. 402, App. v. 303; Gale, Inquiiy, 
368; Cunningham, Engl. Industry, 173 ; App. No. 6 ; Statutes, 27 Hen. VIII, 
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[ assumed the form of arbitrary extortions, just as the machinery 
I of the Gild as a whole easily degenerated into an engine of 
oppression '. 

-"^ Such were the fetters with which the English Gild Mcr- 
. jcliant of the middle ages, under tlie guise of a sO=cftUed 

/|' freedom,' COmglcttj y shackl ed_fV£{^ rQmmprt-m intprrnnrgf^. 

Whatever may be said in extenuation of its shortcomings 
owing to the exigencies of the limes ^, it must be condemned 
as an institution that blindly ai med t o reduce free competition 



1 C. 7 (' yearly iribulois or chencers') ; 
DocDmeots of Cliui, 14 ; Arclixol. 
Aisoc, Journal, xiiv. 330 ; Jacob. Law 
Diet., older editions, mi vxc ' censare.' 
(' Tenser" ftcquenlly occurs, but it mny 
be a misreading for ' ceascr.' Etymo- 
logically the two words are distinct, 
■tcnaut' commonly meanine to lay 
I nndertribate. See Ducange, Gloss. ; An- 
I iiBlesMona)I.,iii.5i, 91, 341,387: Maii- 
* land. Select Plena, iS; Anglo-Saxon 
CbTonicle, A.D. 1137; Stubbs, Charters, 
363; Roquefort, Gloss,, 'lencer.') It is 
difficult Co determine the exact status 
of these tradesmen ' censoili '. Gener- 
ally speaking, they seem to have been re- 
garded as an inferior class of townsmen. 
Some of the passages given by the 
authorities cited above, may refer to a 
class of persons corresponiling to the 
'censsrlui' of Domesday, ' qui terram ad 
cenram oanonm tenet' (Ellis, Introd. la 
Domesday,!. S8; Thorpe, Ancient Laws, 
305) ; but in other cases there can benu 
donbt that (he allusion is to persons 
paying a tax or ' cense ' for pennission 
lo tnde. For example, in 1466-7, the 
burgesses of Waterford ordained that 
'al maneie of senseis, whiche bene fie 
' for terms of life,' were to pay their 
' lens ' yearly to the bailiff of the town ; 
' if ony suche scasere will not pay hii 
■s aforsaide, by him or his 
■ttonuy, be thnll forfctt bis liberie and 
fredome which he hathe by a special 
grannt of the Maire and commynea' 
(Rep. MS& Com., 1883, App. v. 303). 




It is possible that, In most cases, tbey 
were the villeini 'vaganles licut mer- 
calores' mentioned by BraclOQ (i.43J ; 
the passage in English Gilds, 394, con- 
cerning ■ tensers ' calls lo mind the 
passage* regarding 'nalivi' spoken of 
above, p. 30. (Cf. below, p. 103.) In 
Scotland and the north of England cer- 
tain persons allowed to trade by malciog 
payments were called ' slallingere ' 
(Acta P.ir!, Scot., i. 88, 339. 343, 683 ; 
Antiq. Magaz. and liibliog., ii. 113; 
Dobson, Preston in Olden Time, I»; 
Tate, Alnwidc, ii. 331 ; Simpsoo, Lone, 
379. 38a, 309, 310; see also vol. ii. p. 
ic)8): a similar class called 'intrants* 
existed m Canterbury (WelJitt, Minntts, 
No. [ i Rep. MSS. Com., 1883, p. 138). 
Cf. also the ' hansarii ' and ' cl;stDiiiaiii ' 
of Andover [above p. 31 j. 

' See above, p. 36. For the term 
'gildwite,' see vol. ii. p. 147; Haxland, 
MiUnec, 11)1, 191 ; Rot. Ciiart., 45, 91 j 
English Gilds, 185. For ' gildagium,' 
see vol. ii. p. 374 ; Plac, de q. Wm., 
108. 

' Schanl, i. 38J, 386 ; von Ochett 
kowski, 310; cf. Norton, Corament., 
1 74-198 J Cunningham, Politics 
l^on., 33-37. We must not forget that 
it was, in many respects, an age of 
insolation and scparal' "" 

perfect means of communication isoUted 
the towns, rendering the free competitioa 
of to-day diflicalt to attain. The 
was small and the dcmuid 
(Ashley, Econ. Hist., 93). 
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to a minimum , regarded what we now consid er leg itimate ^ 
specula tio ii as a crim e, de flected f rom the town every pow erful 
current of trade, mprrilps sly t^hlitpratpd thp spirit of mercantile 
enterprise^ nd crushe d out every stimulus to extensive pro- 
L d uction. The municipal atmosphere was surcharged with the 
rspiritof rigid protection, which, like many other important 
^institutions, existed in the borough long before it was adopted 
by the state. Indeed, medieval towns of one and the same 
country regarded each other, from a mercantile point of view, 
with much more Jealousy and hostility than different states 
now do. But wc must leave further comments on this part 
of our subject to the political economist. 

Now and then a glimmer of light penetrated the darkness of 
the brethren's minds, showing them that their baneful policy 
was undermining the foundations of their burghal prosperity 
(' ad dampnum tam Communitalis ipsius quani tocius patrie 
adiaccntis ') ', — that the stranger merchant would no longer 
submit to their impositions, and refused to come to the town. 
Then a liberal ordinance would be enacted, to entice him to 
trade with them again ^ ; but the spasm of reform would not 
last long, 'vacat' soon appearing in the margin of the Gild 
records opposite the new regulation ^. Enlightened rulers tike 
Edward I and Edward III duly appreciated the evil, but tried 
in vain to eradicate it *. 

Among the silent but great revolutions of English municipaf^ 
history, the story of which has never yet been adequately 1 
recorded, is the wide-spread decay of once powerful boroughs y 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries*. 'Many and the J 

' Vol. ii. p. 155. volkgw. Dcnksch,, 3, 9, 13, 31, 46, Jv 

' Vol. ii. pp. 139, iflS. 156.161, 161, iS; Cunningham, Etielitb liidnalry, 

• Vol. ii. p. 169. 171-175; Kogtn, Six Centuries, ii. 

< Vol. ii, p. 131; SutDtes of Ihe 339. and HisL of Agric, iv. 106-109: 

Realm, i.»7o,3i5,3j7:ii6-8j cf.Rol. Froudc, Hisl. of Eng,. i. 8,9; Eden, 

Pari., ii. 331 ; Rymei, Foedera, ii, 747. State of Poor. i. 109; Nasie, Feldgemein- 

> Foi fame diicutsious and mntcriali achaft, 66 ; Brodic, Const, Htit., i. a6 ; 

relating to the iBbjccl, tee Scfaani, £ng- Kep. MSS. Com., iSSi, pp. 359, 431 ; 

land's wiithsch. Entw., i. 464-471 ; voa 1883, p, 174; 18S7, App, iii„ p, 4,^; 

OchenltQWsIii, laS-ijo; Tauli, Diei Hcdget, Wallingfoid, ii. 47; MateiiaU 
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most partie of all the Cities, Bouroughes, and Townes cor- 
porate wythin this realme,' says the Statute of 3 Henry VIII, 

c. H, ' be fallen in ruyn and decaye.' 

'The pete mysonlet of even cytce _ 
CnwBjlhe grel dcnh & poverlt.-<:. 



& Englishe hand crnft gothc to nowghl. 
HalfT this Realme, [t is \iinrowehl ! 
Alas, for pure pytty I ' 

FURSIVAI.L, Balliulsfrom MSS., i. 96, 99. 

There can be no doubt that the Gild Merchant was one of 
the most potent factors thaf led__ tn this rcvi^l ution. The 
tyranny uC llle t^ilds, which the public statutes of that period 
so strongly condemn (sec above, p. 3(1), drove commerce and 
industry to rural districts and to smaller 'free-trade' towns, 
such as Birmingham, Manchester, and Leeds, where their 
natural, spontaneous expansion was not hampered by ancient 
privileges. Thus the rigid protection of the older chartered 
boroughs sapped their commercial prosperity, silencing the 
once busy looms of Norwich and Exeter, and sweeping away 
the cloth-halis of York and Winchester'. 



for Hisl. of Reign of Hen, VII, i. 461, 
U. Ijo, 306, 349 ; Leilers, etc. of Keign 
of Hen. VllI, ii. 78 ; RduPwI., ii. 85 ; 
iii. 447. 6ao, 640; i». SJ, 435. 444. 
469, 4S7, 501 : Aildit. MSS., Mus. licit., 
4519, ff. 3. 3 : SuiQtes of the Realm, 3 
Hen. Vin, e. 8 ; 6 Hen. VHl, c. 5 ; 
7 Hen. Vni, e. I : s6 Hea. Vin, c. 8, 9 : 
3i Hen. VHI, c 18, 19 ; 33 Hen. VIII, 
c- 1. 6.36; 35Hen.VIIt.c.4: Welfiti, 
Mionles, No. j6 ; Reliquary, v. 67 ; Star- 
key, Engl., cv., tl pass. See slso the 
followiug note. 

' See Tot. ii.gi, 155, iSi : Statutcsof 
the R«>lm, II Hen. VH, c. 6 ; 11 Hen. 
VIII, c. m: j5 Hen. VIII, c. 18; j; 
Hen. VIII. c. I ; 34-35 Hen. VIII, c. 
10; s-6 Edward VI, c. 14; I- a Phil, and 
Mar., c 7 ; 1-3 Phil, and M«r., c. 11 ; 
4-S Phil, and Mar., c. j ; 1 Elii. c. 
14; Picton, Memorinl*. i. 19 ; Smiles, 
HuguenoIt,Ti4,463i Cunninghani, For- 




mation of Crafts, 17, 18; Rogen. Sfi 
Centuries, ii. 339 ; Bowring, Trade of 
Exeter, Deron. Assoc., t. 97 ; Tim- 
Diins. Indusl. Hist, of Birmingham, ail ; 
Harl. Misc.,ii. 147, 148, 17J, 186-188; 
Blomcfield, Norf, 213, 111, j6j ; Rot 
Pari., V. aos ; Gale, Inquiry, 168, Win- 
cbesler lilords a Btnking example of 
the decline of large luvms. In a petition 
to the King in 1450, the citizeDs sUte 
that ' yoac said citee Is desolate of 
peple ... it is become right decoLaU^' 
and 997 ' houses which were wont to be 
Dccapied with peple stondene now viride, 
and . . . ivii, parryshe ohnrches stood in- 
ofliciftte'(Archaeologia,i.9i ; cf.Wood- 
word, Hamp., i. 187 ; Bailey, Tran- 
scripts, °- "'^ ^"-|;'rt"^rrli1rritiTr 

rinna. |h l- iHh>rmnm f;H|;p I'f '^'" rlrn-n 
fall of many towns in llie tifloenlh and 
sinteentlT e cntunp ^ '— " '''p fxtfiisiy p en- 
cl singrsnaim ing lands. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Duties of Gildsmen. 



The right to tr^Hp fry^ly has been characterised in the pre- 
ceding chapter as the^^essence of the Gild Merchant. But to 
complete the latter conception it is necessary to define the 
duties of the gildsman. In return for the enjoyment of the 
privileges of membership, the principal obligation imposed 
upon him was * to scot and lot/ or * to be in scot and lot/ with 
the burgesses ^. 

Some writers divide this expression into two component 
parts, asserting that * scot ' signified to contribute to assess- 
ments — to * rates and taxes ' ; while the word * lot ' embracea _ 
the active duties ol a ourgess, especi ally holding offiy ^r This 
view is certainly- uulciidble Ibr LK^j^id<He"5ges \ though one 
example of the factitious distinction between 'paying scot' 
and * bearing lot ' may be found in a document of the 
eighteenth century *. There is abundant evidence in medie- 



* Vol. ii. pp. io8, 109, 110, lao, 
"3, "5, 133, 138, 140, 14X, 150, 175, 
189, 191, 193, an, 35a, 358; Thomp- 
son, Leic, 30, 86, 88 ; Chartae Hibem., 
84 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, App. v., p. 
486. 

• Gneist, Self-government, 58 a; Eng- 
lish Gilds, 345, 346 ; Merewether and 
Stephens, pp. ▼., xiii., 700,1 1 10 ; Anstey, 
Unrepresented Commons, 114^ lai; 
HoUoway, Rye, 345, 35a ; Twiss, Black 
Book of Admiralty, ii. p. xvi ; Gneist, 
Verf., 135; Blackstone, Com., i. 465. 

' For some discussions of the ety- 
mology and signification of 'scot and 



lot,' see 'Douglas, Election Cases, i. 
140. »"• 37-54. 59. 75-«6, ia6-i3i, 
iv. 9a ; Luders, Elections, iii. i a3, et 
passim \ Skeat, Diet, 53 a; Jamieson, 
Diet, iv. lai ; Riley» White Book, 114, 
a35; Liber Albus, ia8; Liber Custn- 
manun, 81 a ; Norton, London, 100, 
419; Cox, Elections^ ^^5-175; Fry, 
On the Phrase 'Scot and Lot,* Philol. 
Soc, Trans., 1867, pp. 167-197 ; Du- 
cange, Glossary, under the words 'lot * 
and ' scot* Fry treats the subject more 
exhaustively than the others. 

* Fry, X 75 ; Clifford, Southwark Elec- 
tion Cases, 378, 379. 
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val records to show that to be in * sc ot aiu LJot^ meant merely 
to participate in assessments or pecuniary charges ^ ; in other 
words, the gildsman was expected to render the authorities of 
the borough assistance, according to his means, whenever they 
needed money. 

Before demonstrating this we must premise what we shall 
prove in the next chapter, namely, that there were many non- 
resident stranger merchants in the Gild, as well as some 
neighbouring abbots, knights, and other men of distinction. 
This fact alone would lead us to presume that * scot and lot,' 
to which they as brethren were subject, had the signification 
I that we have assigned to it ; for these persons would not be 
expected actively to participate in the administration of the 
town. 

Again, the sources frequently emphasise the fact, that the 
right of trading in the town was wholly conditional on the 
payment of one s quota of the pecuniary burdens (tallages, aids, 
ett.) *. The words * tallagia,' ' auxilia,' etc. in these documents 
are, we may safely surmise, equivalent to * scot and lot' in 



; 



* I agree with Mr. Fry who says (p. 
1 68) : ' I do not find that the phrase 
" scot and lot " ever refers to any hardens 
besides pecnniary ones/ He also righUy 
calls the notion that 'bearing lot' is 
something different from ' paying scot/ 
' a modem and erroneous interpretation ' 
(p. 179). Riley (White Book, 114) 
says that the term ' scot and lot ' signi- 
fies 'all taxes levied rateably for pur- 
poses of state ; " scot " meaning the 
money paid, and " lot ** the proportion 
in which the assessment was made/ i.e. 
its allotment. This distinction is plaus- 
ible, though difficult to prove. (Cf. 
Madox's use of the word 'lot ' for 'quota* 
or share in Firma Burgi, a8o ; also onr 
expression ' part and lot * ; and * lot * as 
used in auction sales.) From the pas- 
sages which I shall cite hereafter, we 
must infer that the term ' scot and lot ' 
was used vaguely to indicate in a general 
way pecuniary charges of all kinds or, 
in modem language, all rates and taxes ; 



just as 'gelds,' 'tallages,* 'aids/ etc 
came to be employed. A peculiar use 
of ' lot and scot * will be found in vol. 
ii. p. 46, where it seems to mean ' to 
share,* in the sense of the Scotch ' lot 
and cavil/ See Jamieson, Diet., i. 398 ; 
Acta Pari. Scot., i. 435, 437 ; Ancient 
Laws of Burghs, a6, 74, 86, 157. 

' ' Quia in Curia Regis coram Baroni- 
bus de Scaccario suo consideratum fuit, 
quod quicumque velint mercandizare in 
Civitate sua Norwid cum Civibu^ ejus- 
dem Civitatis, contribuant cum eisdem 
in tallagiis et aliis auxiliis, sicut ipsi 
Gives ' (4-5 Edward I ; Madox, Firma 
Burgi, 372). See also ibid., 270-273 ; 
Hist, of Exch. i. 725-728; Drake, 
Eboracum, 205 ; Rymer, Foedera, i. 41 ; 
Rot. Pari., i. 168 ; Izacke, Exeter, 12 ; 
Poulson, Beverlac, i. 1 1 1 ; Chartae 
Hibemiae, 63 ; Abbrev. Placitorom, 
174; Blomefield, Norf, iii. 62 ; Ryley, 
Placita, 259. See also vol. ii. pp. 274, 

378. 
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others ; expressing in both cases the corresponding obligation 
for the exercise of one and the same privilege. This inter- 
change of the phrase * scot and lot ' with some other denoting 
money contributions is also found in different records of the 
same town where there can be no doubt as to their synony- 
mous use. For example, at Neath we meet with the words 
'giveing and yeeldinge according to the Charter'; but the 
expression in the charter is Motans et scotans^' Other 
phrases, such as * in gilda, lotto et scotto,' * ad gildas et consue- 
tudines et assisas,' * in lotto et scotto et in assisis et tallagiis,' 

* in gilda et ad omnes consuetudines,' * ad geldam et scottum/ 

* in tallagiis et aliis auxiliis/ etc., occur in connection with the 
privilege of trading, all doubtless indicating the same general 
idea as * scot and lot ^.' 

Moreover, the context in many passages plainly reveals the 
general signification of the term * scot and lot.* For example, 
in such combinations as * lottans et scottans ad communia 
talliagia ville ^ ' and ' lot et scot ad communia auxilia r^is * ' 
the reference can only be to payments. • At Hastings persons 
on becoming freemen swore * to scot and lot if there should be 
any taxes for the common good * ' ; at Pevensey the freeman's 
oath contained the words * I will lot and scot with my goods 
and chattels to the community, in the quantity that I shall be 
assessed, according to my power®.' 



* Vol. ii. pp. 175, 176. * Give and 
yealde witfi my mayor and my neigh- 
bours after my savinge * also occurs in the 
oath of the Chester freemen (Ormerod, 
Cheshire, i. 219); and 'gere and 
yelde as other fremen doth/ in that of 
Waterford (Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, 
App. y.y p. 285). In the same connec- 
tion in the oaths of other towns we 
often find 'scot and lot.' See below, 
notes 5,6. We also meet with * scotte and 
lottc, yeve and yeld * in English Gilds, 

339- 

* Vol. ii. 108, 146, 191, 193, an, 

578. In a petition to the King from 
the men of Hall in 26 Edward I, * lotet 



escot ' occurs ; in the corresponding 
clause of the charter granted in answer 
to this petition we find * ad geldam et 
scottum ' (Madox, Firmi Burgi, 272, 
273, and Hist, of Exch., i. 424). See also 
Rep. MSS. Com., 1 885, App. v., pp. 438,' 
486. 

* Vol. ii. p. 125; Wodderspoon, 
Ipswich, 159 ; Ipswich Archives, Little 
Domesday, fol. 90 b (temp. Edw. I). 

* Addit. MSS., Mus. Brit., 25334, 
fol. 32. 

* ' Ad scottandum et lottandnm si 
quae taxata pro communi ntilitate 
fuerint ' (State Trials, xvii. 850). 

* *Et seray lottant et escottant de 
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But there is even more positive evidence in support of my 
position. In 1281 the burgesses of Leicester and the men 
belonging to the neighbouring fee of the bishop of Lincoln 
entered into an agreement, according to which all worthy 
tenants of the bishop's fee were allowed to enter the Gild 
Merchant of Leicester, and 'to enjoy all the franchises and 
free custom's belonging to that Gild within the town, without, 
and everywhere. And for this the aforesaid tenants of the 
bishop grant that in the future they will be in scot and lot 
with the aforesaid burgesses in all things belonging to the Gild, 
according to their assessment.' Then are specified the occa- 
sions when they are to assist the burgesses, namely, when, 
during the visits of the king, or queen, or the lord of the town, 
or the king's ministers, a present was given to these personages 
to maintain the franchises of the Gild ; also when royal fines 
were imposed upon the borough'. In this, as in some other 
muniments, 'scot' and 'scot and lot' arc employed as 
synonyms ^. In the oath of the Leicester Gild ' scot ' alone is 
likewise mentioned as the main obligation of the brethren ■"'. 
So, too, ' lot ' is sometimes used interchangeably with ' scot and 
lot*." 

Magai., 1851. vol. 35. pp. 598-599! 
Thompson, Munic. Hbt, 68-;o. 

' In a royal grant to Norwich of 13 
Henry III 'bcoI' alone is mentioned; 
in thnc o( 40 Henry ni in a Eimilar 00a- 
nection, ' scot el lot' (lilomeficld. Nor- 
folk, iii.43, 51). 

' Vol. ii. p. 133, 

' Vol, ii. p. IJ5. A docamcDt given 
by Madox {FLnna Bnrgi, 170 ; Hilt, of 
Exch., i. 410) has the wotds ' OiTta 
regis, quod nullna cmat infrn Bnrgiun 
de Salopushirii Coiia receotia vel Faii~ 
□nm cmdum, nisi sit in Lotto et assi- 
deatnr et tnllUetur cum eisdem Bui^cn- 
Btbus.' But the chancr hat ' loUo et 
scotto,'elc, (vol, ii. p. 11 J\ CI. Fry, 
1711 Ducange, under 'lot'i Spelnuuo, 
Gloss., • lot.' See also p. 55, note 3, 
and Madox, Firma Huigi, 151, for ' lot' 
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Collections, 
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vol. ii. pp. 16, 48, So, 1 10, Jjj ; Ryley, 
Placita, 414 ; Lyon, Dover, ii. 306, 307, 
354 ; Boys, Sandwich, 440 ; Twisden. 
Scriptorex. 1140: Libei Albns, uS, i6g, 
391 1 SimpcoQ, Lancaster, 181 ; Cieen, 
Worcester, App. xcviii. ; Archwol. 
Aisoc, Joomal, vol. 14. p. jig ; Bacon. 
Annalls, 354-156, igc) ; Bradon'sNote- 
Book, f 1640 ; Madox, Fiona Burgi, 
j8 ; Cromwell, Cokh., 154, 357. Cf. 
also the contiaental ase of the words, 
'icolende lot ghelden,'etc. (Hohlbaum, 
UrkondoibBch, iii. 146,} 
' Vol. ii. pp. 140, 141. For a trans- 
3f this document, see Genlleman's 
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As at Leicester so at Ipswich and Totnes we meet with ' 
persons in the Gild whose obh'gations are stated to be limited I 
to money contributions ^. \ 

Thus the pre-eminent duty of the gildsman was to be in 
* geld ' (* ad geldam ') with the burgesses ; or, as an old record 
well expresses it, 'reddere debet simul cum burgensibus 
talliagia, et defectus burgi adimplere^/ In the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries, even more than at the present day, 
money was to be found in greatest abundance among those 
engaged in trade. Upon them the municipal authorities 
depended when called upon to raise a large sum of money. 
Such emergencies were by no means rare. The king tallaged , 
his boroughs whenever he pleased. * Our goods and chattels,' 
said a jury of the townsmen of Hereford, 'are to be taken and 
taxed at his pleasure, saving unto Ourselves a competent 
quantity for our sustentation and the tuition of our city^* 
Then, too, the * firma burgi ' had to be. paid into the royal 
Exchequer. * The very existence of their corporation,' Madox 
rightly observes, * depended upon the payment of their yearly 
ferme reserved to the crown in their charter*.' If the burgesses 
could not pay the tallages and ferms demanded by the king, 
their dearly-bought and highly- prized charters were of little 
avail to safeguard their franchises ; the latter being mercilessly 
confiscated, unless rescued by the purse of the merchant \ Itly 
was well for the borough, in emergencies like this, that theresl[\ / 
were gildsmen without as well as within the borough who/PN^ 
could be called upon to render assistance. 

* The Old Usages of the City of Winchester ' describe how 
the Gild Merchant of that towij was wont to make its collections. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 123-125, 235. Ixii. I can find no evidence to show 
' Rymer, Foedera, i. 41. that the Gild Merchant as such under- 
' Archseol. Assoc., Jonraal, xxvii. took the payment of the ' fixma burgi/ 

47 1 ; Johnson, Customs of Hereford, 25. as Gneist and other writers affirm. See 

* Madox, Collections, Addit MSS., Gneist, Gesch. des Self-gov., 105,1x0; 
Mus. Brit., 4530, fol. 95. Verwaltungsrecht, i. 134 ; Verfassungs- 

^ Madox, Firma Burgi, 161, 175; gesch., 124; Stubbs, Const Hist., i. 
Hist, of £xch^ ii. 244-247; Davies, 467,473; Davies, Southamp., 32 ; Hunt, 
Southampton, 37 ; Drake, Eboracum, p. Bristol; 56. 
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'To drink the Gild Merchant' ('beverc gildc markande' — 
'potare gildam mercatoriam') meant, in Winchester, simply 
to hold a meeting of the fraternity for the purpose of assess- 
ing the merchants (' gadere fat ryjte of chepmen ' — ' a re- 
quiller en gilde markande'). Fit men of good repute were 
chosen, and distributed in four different houses. After the 
business had been transacted, or, as the citizens expressed it, 
'after they had drunk the gild merchant' ('kant len avera 
beu gilde markande '), the men chosen to superintend the work 
in the four houses came together to ascertain how much had 
been collected. They were to see that each house contributed 
its share ; for if one house was worth more than another, it 
was to be charged according to its value. The money thus 
levied was to be handed over to the six collectors of tallage, 
who were bound to render account twice a year to the civic 
authorities'. This same peculiar expression 'to drink the 
Gild.' pointing to the prominence of the convivial element at 
these meetings, was also employed in Germany'. It was 
doubtless found that 'spyce cake, good bere and ale' helped 
to loosen the purse-strings of the brethren. 

There were periodical Gild collections in other towns besides 
Winchester ; but we are not informed how they were made'. 
The wording of some borough charters (' they may make the 
Gild among themselves, for their profit, whensoever they 
desire')* suggests the inference that the privilege conveyed 
by these grants was simply the right to hold such meetings 



• Goetie, Gesch. der Stadt Stenil.al, 
105 ; ' etIebraU full giildn et petfortilei 
bibilk' Cf. Hoblbaum, UrkundcDbndi, 

• Vol. ii. pp. 96, III, jia, J4S. »75. 
33>. From the language of ta entry in 
the Andovet roll:, ■ Suramn totalis 
omnlnm denariamm perccpCorum de 
potwione piedicta' (ii. 332), it is evi- 
dent that drinking unit fcacting mci'om. 
puiieil the collection it Andover. aii at 

, also probnblj' 




the case at Guildford (ii. 96). The 
payments called 'gild groats,' 'tcot 
pennies," ' chep. gavel 1," "gilde »1tct,' 
" ham pcnnie?,' ' sige pennies,' etc.. 
were probably collected from gildtDMD 
(Tol. ii. pp. :. 13, 14. 109, 1361 3*8, 
335) ; but some of these may be in- 
po^itions npon non-gildsmen for per- 
mission to trade. Cf. also vol. Ii. pp. 
31-34, 103, 3oS t'bansing-silver.' " chep- 
ing gavel "). 

■ voi.ii. pp. 13a, 130,175.189.358. 
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for the purpose of assessing, or imposing * gelds ' upon, those 
participating in the mercantile franchises, and further suggests 
the possibility that in some towns this immunity may have 
been enforced by the ordinary machinery of town* administra- 
tion, without the aid of a formal brotherhood established for 
that specific purpose. A similar construction may be placed 
upon the clause of town charters concerning villeins, spoken 
of above on p. 8, to be * in gilda et hansa, lot et scot ' being 
regarded merely as a tautological expression for *in scot 
and lot ^: 



^ In a charter of Henry II to Lincoln 
the corresponding words of a similar 
clause reads : ' si aliqnis manserit . . . 
et dederit consnetudines * (Rymer, Foe- 
dera, i. 40). In a charter of King John 
to Hereford we find ' in gilda et hansa, 
lot et scot ' ;. but in another Hereford 
record * scot and lot ' occurs to indicate 
the same thing (Rot. Chart., aia; 
Archseol. Assoc., Journal, vol. 27. pp. 
480,481). In Appendix C it will be 
shown that ' hanse/ like both scot and 
lot, often meant a payment, tax, or 
assessment As for *gild,* its use in 
this sense was very common. In 41 
Henry III we hear of men * qui Gelda- 
biles sunt in Burgo Warwici ' helping 
the burgesses pay a fine of forty marks 
(Madox, Firma Burgi, 371 ; see also 
Plac de quo War4 35i). In 1328 the 
' comyn geldys ' gathered by the bailiffs 
of the town of Preston are spoken of 
(Abram, Memorials, 8 ; see also Dobson 
and Harland, 22). Such expressions as 
' to be a/ geldam^ * to be gildable and 
contributory,' Uo give and geld (or 
yield),* * geld and pay,' were often 
tised ia boroughs. See above pp. 55 ; 
Gribble, Barnstaple, ii. 252 ; Izacke, 
Exeter, 59; Noake, Wore, 18 ; Spcl- 
man, Gloss., ' geldum ' ; Abbrev. Placit., 
174. Cf. also Rot. Chart., 38; Chartae 
Hibem.,75 ; Rymer, Focdera, i.4 ; Mere- 
wether and Stephens, 294, 350, 353, 
523* 599, 786, etc. ; Palmer's Man- 
ship, 243 ; Memorials of Ripon, i. 35, 
91 ; Memorials of Fountains, ii. 17 ; 



Larking, Domesday of Kent, App. 
xxiv. ; Rot. Pari., v. 220 ; Madox, Firma 
Burgi, 270-273. The frequent use of 
' geld ' and ' scot ' in Domesday Book is 
well known : ' Ipsi quoque burgenses 
habebant de rege xxxiii. acras terrae in 
gildam suam ' (i. a) ; * reddidit aliquid 
consuetudinis vel scoti ' (ibid.) ; ' com- 
mune geldum ' (i. 30) ; ' in geldo civi- 
tatis sunt . . . terrae, et unaquaeque 
geldabit (i. 298) ' ; ' mansiones ... in 
burgo que . . . scottabant ad geltum 
regis' (ii. 290); see also Domesday, i. 
3, 1 1 , et passim. — The word * gcldabiles' 
mentioned in the first part of this note 
is not to be confounded with * the geld- 
able * in the technical sense of the term, 
meaning unfranchised parts of the county 
(the * corpus comitatus ') that were 
directly subject to the jurisdiction of the 
sheriff, and whose rents and taxes were 
levied by the latter. See Madox, Firma 
Burgi, 81-83, 100, 101 ; Rot. Pari., ii. 
249 ; Cowel, Interpreter, * gildable ' ; 
Statutes of the Realm, 27 Edw. III. st. 
2, c. 13; II Hen. VII, c. 9; 27 Hen. 
VIII, c. 26 ; Coke, Reports, Pt. viii. p. 
125 ; Placita de quo War., i, 180, 217, 
221, 407, 408; Eyton, Shrop., iv. 150, 
xi. 198. 

• Scotenos' in the Irish town charters 
(vol. ii. pp. 134, 250) doubtless means 
* persons in scot and lot,' the right of 
the burgesses to impose taxes upon 
those admitted to their mercantile privi- 
leges being accentuated by the use of 
this word. 
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On the other hand, the prominence of the same idea of 
collecting money in places where we know that the formal 
fraternal organization existed, coupled with the use of such 
words as 'ad geldas,' *in gilda,' etc., to express this idea, 
confirms the view of those who hold that gild, a fraternity, is 
derived from the Anglo-Saxon * gild,' a payment, a contribu- 
tion to a common fund ^. 

^ Skeat, Diet., 248. ' Et est assauoir fratemitie serra subjects a paier scot et 
que '* gnildan ** est an Saxon parol et lot * (Coke, Reports, Pt. viiL 1 25). 
signifie soluere, id est, que touts de tiel 
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CHAPTER V. 

Distinction between Gild and Borough, 
gildsmen and burgesses. 

The relation of the Gild to the borough community at large 
is an important question, which we must discuss with some 
minuteness^ because the vagueness and diversity of this 
relationship in different periods of time render it difficult to 
ascertain the exact truth, and because the prevailing views on 
this subject are, in great part, erroneous. 

Merewether and Stephens, among others, hold that the 
Gild Merchant was merely an ordinary mercantil&^assogiation, 
devoid of all public administrative functions \ But the preced- 
ing chapters prove conclusively that already in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries this fraternity was an official civir hn Hy, 
an organic and constituent part of the municipal government: 
Diametrically opposed to the doctrine of Merewether and 
Stephens is 1[|^ of many historians who consider the Jjild 
identical with the borough constitution as a whole; they 
maintain, in the words of Thompson, that the former *was 
not a mere adjunct of a town community,' that, * in fact, the 
whole area of municipal government was occupied by the 
Gild Merchant,' the head of the borough and that of the G-ild 
being identical, and * burgess' tantamount to 'gildsman^.' It \ 
is the main purpose of this chapter to show that these writers 

' See above, p. 37, note i. ThorapsoD also speaks of ' the presence 

^ See above, p. 37, note 2 ; vol. ii. of the Merchant Guild, as the sole 

p. 142; Thompson, Leic, 60, 68; municipal body known to the inhabit- 

Stubbs, Const. Hist., i. 475; iii. 453; ants,* in every borough of ancient origin 

Taswcll-Langmead, Const. Hist., 20. (Munic. History, p. xi.). 
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fare guilty of the error of confusing the whole with a part. 
[ We shall consider the subject from two different points of 
/ view: the relation of the Gild administration to that of the 
town, and the relation of the gildship to burgess-ship. 

I The Ipswich records of the time of King John clearly 
demonstrate that the Gild Merchant was a distinct portion of 
the general administration of the borough, having certain 
circumscribed functions of its own. The twelve portnien (i. e. 
the two bailiffs, four coroners, and six others) were elected and 
sworn 'to take charge of, and to govern' the town, to main- 
tain its franchises, and to administer justice. But these officials \, 
are manifestly distinct from those of the Gild, the alderman 

(and his four colleagues. The laws of the borough and the 
statutes of the Gild are distinguished with equal clearness ; 
they were to be entered in separate rolls for the guidance of 
the bailiffs and alderman respectively. To add to the im- 
portance of this document, it is expressly recorded that the 
Gild Merchant was organized at Ipswich in the same way as 
in other cities and boroughs where such a society existed '■ 

There is an abundance of evidence to confirm this assertion. 
As at Ipswich so at Southampton, the bailiffs of the town and 
the alderman of the Gild had separate rolls : and the functions 
of the former are often distinguished from those of the latter '. 
At Chester there were evidently distinct pursgg^ for town and 
Gild ; for certain burghal tolls were retainci^Wy the former, 
while others were set apart to sustain the latter^. At Derby 
also there were apparently two separate treasuries * ; and the 
records of Southampton refer to both ' le tresor de la gilde ' 
and 'le tresor de la vUIe"'. In 1293 the alderman and 



■J 



' Sec dbovc, pp. »3-a6, md vol. ii. clearly 

pp. iiG-laj. ment ; I 

■ VoL ii. pp. J16-J25, H 8, ij, 19. tion are 

il. 34. 44- 45. .M: see also ii. 331, 231. umplon 

According lo { 53 tbe sldcrmiui la head ' Vol. ii. pp. 43, 44. 

of ' Llie town and of [he Gnllil,' and is * Vol. il. pp. 51, 53. 

to maitilain the 'freedom and slalutei • Vol. ii. pp. 116,11: 
of llie GilJ and of the town.' Thii 



marks a later itacc of develop- 
laosa of the old dual admitiistra- 
vlsible througtionl these South- 
ordinances. 
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brethren of the Gild Merchant of Lynn lent money to 'the 
mayor and commune' of the borough; and in 1309 the 
statutes of the Gilds 'and'a/so those of the community' of 
Lynn are mentioned, the context indicating that the Gild 
Merchant was included in the former ^ A charter of Henry 11 
orders the provost of Wallingford not to interfere with the 
duties of the alderman of the Gild merchant^. In a Bridg- 
water deed the bailiff of the commonalty is distinguished 
from the bailiffs of the Gild^. As at Ipswich, Southampton, 
Lynn, Wallingford, and Bridgwater, so at Barnstaple *, Bristol ', 
Bury St. Edmund's", Chester', Leicester ^ Lincoln", Oxford'", 
Totnes", Wycombe", and York'^, there were distinct officials 
for town and Gild — the bailiffs, provost, reeve, or mayor, 
on the one hand, and the alderman", stewards, etc.. on the 
other. All the evidence at our disposal points to the con- 
Jjclusion that the Gild Merch ant of the twelfth and thirteenth 



centuries wjc nr»fjl-in(]y in wl]iph the geiie ral local govern- 
ment was centred — that it was a very importanT, bUl unly a 
subsidiary par t of th e mnniri pal ar1niiii iafrQi»;p ■n-i,-]i[n°ry 
saUorHTnati 



' Vol. ii. pp. 153, 155. See also »ol. 
ii. pp. ijl, l;8, i67._ The alderman of 
Ihe Gild wu ex-Bjfl(f^is elector of the 
mayor of Lynn, aDOoccupied Ihe lat- 
ter') place in cues of death or absence 
from the lown (vol. ii. pp. igi, 158!. 

' Vol. ii. p, 344. Cf also vol. ii. 
p. 346 ; Hedges, Wailingfoid, i. 365. 

' Vol.ii.p.J3. 

' Vol. IL pp. 13. 14- 

• Vol. ii, p. 15 ; Rot. Lit. Clana,, ii. 
304, 305. 

■ Vol ii. pp. 30, 33. 
' Vol. ii. p. 43- 

* According loThompsoD, the alder- 
roan of the Gild of LeiceMcr assumed 
Ihe title of maroT in llgo (Hist, of 
Ltic, GS1. If this ii true, then the danl 
system of otBcets for lown "nd Gild 
must have pteviousl]r existed in Leii:esler, 



or the mayor of Leicester is mentioned 
I a charter of 1119 (Thompson, Leic, 
)): also m 194S (Rep. MSS. Com., 
jgl, pp.4a5, 411). Id this same period, 



1150, 1 



often I 



BD aldennan of the Gild of LeJLXiteT 
(Thompson, Lcic, Go, GS ; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1S81, p. 405). 

* Vol. ii. p.:(7 ; Abbrer. Placilorum, 
65 : Rot. Lit. Clans., i. 1 13. 

'■ Vol. ii p. igi ; Rymer, Focdera, i. 
313 ; RoL Lit. Claus., i, 195, 196. 

" Vol. ii. pp. S37-I39. 

" Vol. ii. p. 177. 

" Vol. ii. p. »7q ; Drake, Eboracnm, 
1B3: Rot. Lit. Clans., i. 151. 

" The aldermim of the Gild is not to 
be confoDoded with the aldermen of 
the wards of a borough. See beloir, 
p. 78. 
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The general limits witliin which the fraternity exercised its 
authority have already been defined. It concerned itself mainly 
with the regulation of trade ; its enactments for that purpose 
[formed the chief element of the Gild statutes. But in the 
Jthirtc.enth century trade was not 3-ct the dominant power in 
Itown life .that it afterwards came to be. The general laws of 
Mhe burghal community emanated from the burghmotes or 
assemblies (Court Leet, Burghmote, Portmote, etc.)' ; and 
in these motes the chief officials of the town, the bailifTs, 
provost, or mayor, were elected ". The municipal police and 
judiciary — which also centered in the burghmotes — were 
controlled by these functionaries and their associates, who 
constituted the governing body of the town*. Even in 



• ' Jacob, FtvenhuD, 71; Welliti, 
Minntes, No. 19; Brent, CaDterbniy. 7;, 
1481 Woodward, HampBhire, i. 1IS; 
HoUowny. Kye, 184; W'aylen, Marl- 
boroDgb, 94 ; Drake, Eborocam, 19S ; 
Kep. MSS. Com., 1883, App. i, p. 170; 
1SB5, App v., p. 191. etc. : Noiton, 
Comment.. 74 ; Picton. Seleclions, 75 ; 
Archfeol. Joarml, ii. Si. The Black 
Book of Winchcsler (fT, 5-9, etc.) has 
miny entries, lemfi. Rich. U, Hen. IV, 
etc., recording town oniiiiances made at 
the burghmote. They are headed ; 
' Ad Boigbmotum tentum . . . Ordi- 
natam fuit,' etc. Cr. also vol. ii. pp. 
MO, 117, 117. 

Slubbi 'Canst, Hist., iii. Oio) says the 
portmote ' seems to be the proper name 
of the conrt of the guild.' I have met 
with this term frequently, but ncvei in 
close connection with the Gild. See vol. 
ii. pp. 30, 44. 14] ; Thompson, Muoic 
lEist.. 100; Kep. MSS. Com., iSSi, p. 
371 : Inghtm, Allrinchun, 71 ; Orme- 
(od, Chesh., i. 489, iii. 790; Harland, 
Mamec., 193, aoo, 187, G13 ; Wodder- 
ipooD, Ipsw,, 367 ; Black Book u( Ad- 
miralty, ii. pp. Ixiv., II, 13; Hedges, 
WiUingfordii.aGfi; Munic.Corp Com., 
1835, pp. 1701-3. Stnbba, however, 
Mates the facts correctly in Const. Hist,, 
i- 485, iii. 6 J 7, 618. 



' Sydenham, Poule, 169; Moranl. 
Colch., i. 94: Harland, Court Leet 
Records, 51, 1+6; Simpson, Lane, 376 ; 
HoUoway, Rye, 184 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 
1883, p. 170; GneiM, Verf., 313 j 
Archxol, Journal, ix. 70 ; Woodward, 
Hampsh., 178 i Wellltt, No. j6. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 43, 44,116-1 JJ, 314-231; 
Harland, Mamec., 190-194; Baines, 
I.anc. and Chesh., i. 641-644 ; ArctueoL 
Assoc, jDumnl, vol. 17. pp. 461, 464, 
465 ; von Ochenkowski. 8a ; Stabbs, 
Const. Hist., i. 475 ; Rymer. Foeden, 
'■ 3'3 ; Archwjl. JonmnI,ix. yo. Theif 
functions also in^kcd ibe police of the 
market, the oiaidtEnance of the varloni 
assizes [of bread and ale, weights knd 
measures), etc. See Statutes of Realm, 
i. 101-105 ; Engl. Gilds, 36S, 367 ; Port- 
mole Rulls of Worth, Kec. Office, Exdt, 
Mis^., Trcasnry of Receipts, as>/3g j 
Harland, Court Leet Records, 14, and 
Mamec, 18;; Nottingham Records, i. 
100, 3 70, etc 1 Rep. MSS. Com., 1876, pra. 
SS6, ESr; "877, pp. S73-S76 : Mraew. 
antl SlephcBS, 930 ; Simpson, Lane, ajS, 
They also had charge of the Piepowder 
Court: Black Book of Adm.,ii.ia; Fran- 
cis, Swansea Charters, 11; Archaeologia, 
vol. 48, p, 439 ; Statutes of the Realm, 
lyEdw. IV, c J; 1 Rich. Ill, c, 6; 
Hedges, Wallingf., i. 3S0 ; Birch, Char- 
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Leicester, where the Gild was more paramount than in most 
boroughs, 'the enforcement of civil and criminal law, 
Thompson himself informs us, was not one of its appurte- 
nances ', The judicial authority of the Gild Merchant was at 
first doubtless very limited, its officers forming a tribunal 
of arbitration, at which the brethren were expected t 
appear before carrying their quarrels into the ordinary courts 
The functions of these officers were inquisitorial rather thai 
Judicial. But, in some places, their powers appear to have 
been gradually enlarged during the thirteenth century so as 
lo embrace jurisdiction in pleas relating to trade'. 

If Gild administration and borough administration, GiW 
laws and borough laws, Gild officers and borough officers 
respectively, were distinct conceptions, we should naturally 
surmise the same of Gild community and borough community, 
gildsmen and burgesses, glMship and burgess-ship *. But the 



lersofLondoo, 55, Si, 83,118; Record* 

ef Notlingbam, 1. p. ix, ; Qirtsl. de 
Whitebf, ii. 433 ; Antiq. Sariab., i6% ; 
Libei Albus, xcv., 67 1 Liber Cnttom., 
xlvi. 1 Frauds, Neath Chartere ; Rep. 
MSS, Com., 1876. p. 577 ; 1885, App. v., 
pp.a87,335; i887,App,iii.p.8i Roi. 
Pail., vi. 187, a6j ; Cutis, Coleh., 161. 
' Manic Hist, pp. iz., 36, 100; 
Genltenuui's Mngszia|^Ssi, vol. 35, 
p, 163. The same isTree of Ipiwich, 
Southamptuu, and Andover (vol. 



pp. 1 



"3. « 3'. 






VP- 34>-i4i)' If Ilie bailift of the \owa 
of Southampion docs not rendecjuitice 
ti) inhabitmts or slTsngers, ' in coase- 
(juencc of which complaint ariiei, or 
the thing becomes publicly Icnown with- 
□Dt a complaint, the aldenDan ilmll 
aaiemblc the Heward, the sltevins, and 
the jurali of the town, ntid aoMC such 
Irtapau to be amended, and leoder 
justice in default of the baJlLff' (vol. ii. 
P- "S. i 54)' At Worcater, tvea •« 
late as 1466, the 'yeld' Mid the 'law- 
da;* (court Itel) were distit)ct (vol. Ii. 
p. »73.'. 
VOL. 1. 



■ Vol. ii. pp. 378,308; seealtoii.fif, 
154, 1G4, 315 ; Statute* of the Realm, 
tg Hen. VIL c. 7. For this usage in 
other gilds of England, see Haiwood, 
Lichf.,3it; Wilts. Arch, and Nat. Hist 
Magazine, iv. 16G j English Gilds, 11, 
ii. 96, 159. j68, 318, 450; Antiq. 
Magat.Tl 7a; Rep. MSS. Com., 1883, 
p. 295 ; Tate, Atnw., ii. 319 ; for the 
same custom on the continent, see Wilda, 
Gildenwesen, 137. 

' Vol.ii. pp. 13, 14, 33, 34, 138, 143, 
144, loj, »37, HI, 190-336, In his 
Treatise of Burghs, p. 30, Brady hat the 
words ; ' Aldermannua Gildoe Merca- 
torum Oioniae, Judex Gildae Oxoni- 
ensis, Qui Mercalomm Iite« dijudicabat 
Monaat. Angl. Tom. a. I, 141.' In the 
Monasticon (edit. l66t, ii. 141) the 
altiemum of the Oxford Gild is men- 
tioned, but the words ' Judei . . . dijndi' 
cabat* seem Co be a figment of Brady's 
btnin, in harmony with his other per- 
venioni of original records. 

■ Thompson (Munic. Hist, 15, t.3, 
99. '°3i '43i thinks otherwise. 
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non-identity of the latter can be proved by independent 
evidence- 
In the first place, certain general considerations afford a 
strong presumption in favour of this view. If members of the 
Gild Merchant and burgesses were synonymous terms, we 
should expect to find merchants {* mercatorcs ') frequently 
used for ' burgenses,' but this is very rarely, if ever, the case. 
Women, monks, and heads of religious houses belonged to the 
Gild ', but they were excluded from burgess-ship ; for they 
could fulfil the obligations of the one, but not of the other ^, 
If we subject our materials to a closer scrutiny, we may, 

Iwith confidence, enunciate three propositions. First, there 
can be no doubt that the .gildship was enjoyed by many 
persons living at a distance, in the neighbourhood of the town, 
or in privileged sokes within the latter, who were not burgesses ; 
they were privileged ' foranei,' 'forinscci,' 'extranei,' ' extrin- 
seci,' ■ estraunges,' etc., as distinguished from the 'burgenses 
intrinseci,* 'denzeins,' etc.'' At Totiies, as we have already 
remarked, the Gild was defined as an institution by which 
merchant strangers (" extranei ') were made free of toll *. The 
lists of gildsmen in this and other places include many persons 
apparently living in neighbouring, or even distant, to\nis '. In 



' See above, p. 30, n. i, and vol. ii. 
p. tiS- For monies eogaged ja trade, 
Me Rot. Fail., i. 17, i<;6 ; Monost 
Angl., iv. J3. Hohlbaom, Urkundcn- 
bach, iti. 407, 40S. j86, gives a loDg list 
of the abbeys of Great Britain in the 
thiiteentli cenlnry and the annual value 
of the wool which each produced. 

' RilsDO,Juri»d.of Coort Lcet, p. ii. ; 
Merew. and Stephen!^ So. 

' Mercwcthcr and Slcpkcns deny that, 
he reign of Elizabeth, the 
Dun -resident laaogei could partake 
of any municipal privileges by means 
of the Gild ot tfaiougb any other 
agency (Hist, of Boroughs, pp. xiii,, 
xxivii,, liu., Ixii., 1144-5 1 i l>"< '"'■'^1 ■" 
In many other cases, the evidence 
againil them ii not merely overwhelm- 



iiigi but il seems almost impossible for 
them Dot to baife been acquainted with 
mud) of it. AJKrt from the eiamplea 
of privileged 'forinscci' given in thi« 
chapter, see vol. ii. pp. t4, igS ; Bladk 
Book of Admiralty, ii. 15a, 170-171, 
178; English Gildi, 390, 392; Baiaea, 
Lane, and Cheib., i. 674 ; Morant, 
Colch.,i. 98; Simpson, Lane, a 8 J. See 
nlio vol. ii, pp. 117. '9^1 (96, aj.^. 

' Vol. ii. p. 136 ; cf. ii. 137. 

' VoL ii. pp. 14, 60, :37, 196, ijy, 
Jio-iij, a39, n6, 389-341; Thorap* 
son, Leic., S3. 54. These lists atTottf 
further conlirmatian of our propoiUiMi, 
in that the number of gild-brethren 
therein entered seems to be too talvc 
lo square with the number of ' 
in incdieval English towns 
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the Gild rolls of Shrewsbury, the names of the ' forinseci ' are 
entered in a group separate from those of the burgesses ^ ; in 
like manner, at Barnstaple, the * forinseci ' are distinguished 
from the * intrinseci ^.' At Lynn, strangers (* extranei ') were 
made free of tolls through the agency of the Gild ^. At Derby 
also there were * forinseci ' in the fraternity *. At Wallingford 
there were * conventionarii forinseci,* so called, doubtless, be- 
cause they paid a yearly composition for the right to trade 
freely as gildsmen^ Heads of religious houses in Ipswich 
and many knights living in the neighbourhood are mentioned 
among the * forinseci ' of that town ; they entered the Gild in 
order that they and their servants might be exempt from / 
paying toll in the borough®. Henry H granted the citizens 
of Lincoln * their Gild Merchant consisting of men of the 
ci^ and other merchants of the county ''.' The Southampton 
ordinances speak of persons ' not resident in the town admitted 
into the Gild by the favour of the approved men of the town®/ 
In 1236 the abbot and monks of Buckfastleigh were admitted 
into the Gild of Totnes, so that they might make their pur- 
chases freely, paying yearly to the fraternity %2d. for all 
tallages'*. Many similar conventions between burgesses and 
religious bodies were entered into, but frequently without 
expressly mentioning the Gild ^®. 

general population ot^ffus latter. See ' Vol. ii. p. 246. 

below, p. 73. n. 4. It U probable that • Vol. ii. pp. 133-125, 376, 377. It 

many merchants belonged to the Gild is plain that they were in the Gild and 

of more than one borough (vol. ii. pp. 5, not burgesses in the strict sense of the 

1 54, 241), just as in later times a person term ; and yet they are called ' burgen- 

could be a burgess of more than one scs.' This expression was probably 

town (Merewcther and Stephens, 2080). sometimes used bioadly to designate all 

^ Vol. ii. pp. 211, 212. 'Homines participating in any privileges of the 

de pracdicto bundredo qui sunt in lot borough ; it was occasionally even ap* 

et scot cum pracdictis burgensibus plied to all living in the borough (see 

nostris infra burgum et extra* are Liber Albus, 61). In a similar manner, 

mentioned in a charter granted by King we now use the words * citizens,* etc. 

John to Shrewsbury (Rotuli Chart., 14a). in a broad and in a narrow sense. 

' Vol. ii. p. 13. ^ VoL ii. p. 146. 

* Vol. ii. p. 158 ; see also vol. ii. p. 154. • VoL ii. p. 226. 

* Vol. ii. p. 52. * . . . de aliquo forin- • Vol. ii. p. 235. 
seco, nisi tantum de illis qui sunt de ^^ See above p. 54, n. 2 ; and Madox, 
gilda prcdicta.* Firma Burgi, 270-272. 
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Other passages clearly show that such ' foreigners ' of the 
Gild did not belong to the burghal community, that they were 
not burgesses in the strict sense of the term. In 1281 an 
agreement was made between the burgesses of Leicester and 
the tenants of the bishop of Lincoln living outside the east 
gate of Leicester. The latter were allowed to enter the Gild, 
but it is certain that they did not thereby become burgesses ; 
for the burghal community and the Gild community are 
unequivocally contrasted. ' Nor is it to be understood that 
the tenants of the bishop shall pay scot in this manner for 
amerciaments or fines that touch the community of the town 
and not the community of the Gild '.' The tenants of the 
bishop of Winchester were free to buy and sell in that city 
like other members of the Gild, but they were not burgesses *. 
A jury of the citizens of Hereford asserted that the tenants of 
certain lords dwelling outside the suburbs of the town ' might 
be of us and be taxed with us,' and ' be free of toll amongst us,' 
and were to be protected ' before other forreyners,' but ' these 
persons shall not come into our councell,' and ' ought not to 
be called cittizens, nor to be accompted our fellow cittizens V 
They were evidently gildsmen, but not burgesses *. 

These ' foranei ' or ' forinseci ' of English boroughs are not 
to be confounded with the out-butghcrs (' Ausbiirger ') of 
German towns. The former were, in great part, merchants, 
who aimed to secure freedom of trade or participation in com- 
mercial immunities ; the ' Ausbiirger ' were, in great part, 
wholly disconnected with trade, and sought protection against 
the violence of turbulent barons ^ 
, Secondly, a person could be a burgess without belongii^ 

' Veil ii. p. 140, 141 : cf. olsnii. 143, 333) it is nol cleat whether the 'forin- 

192, seci ' referred to were noQ-resident, or 

' Vol. ii. p. 354- BlrangerB who cime to rctide in the 

* Duncumb, Hereford, i. 343, J44 ; town. 

Arclueol. Assoc, Jouranl, ixvii. 480 ; ' Von Maurcr, Stadteverf., ii. j^i_. 

cf. »d1. ii. pp, 109, 110. iji ; Heusler, Base!, 262; Wamkijnig, 

' In the eases of G.iimboTongh, Read- Flani!., i, 354, 
ing, and Andovcr fvol. ii. pp. 91, 103, 
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the G ild. At Ipswich, in the time of King Joho, a burges^j, 
if a merchant, was to be free of toll only on certain conditions. 
These, as the context shows, were that he should enter the 
Gild, performing the duties of a gildsman '. 'If anyone 
trespass,' says one of the Southampton statutes, ' who is not 
of the Gild and is of the franchise, or do any violence unto 
a gildein, and is duly convicted thereof, he shall lose his fran- 
chise, and go to prison for a year and a day *.' At Bedford, 
' as well burgesses as others ' were admitted into the fraternity'* 
The Preston Gild ordinances of 1328 speak of ' all manner of 
burges the which is made burges be court roll and oute of the 
Gyld Marchand *.' In 1198 certain persons dwelling in the 
suburbs of Bury St, Edmund's were allowed to have their 
names placed on the roll of tlie town prefect, and to enjoy 
equal rights with the burgesses; nevertheless, they were noti 
to be free of toll in the market, unless they entered the Gildj 
Merchant''^. In 1307 certain burgesses of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne brought an action in the royal Exchequer against the 
members of the Gild Merchant, to which the former evidently 
did not belong". In 1330 there was a complaint that the 
profits of the Gild of Derby did not redound to the advantage 
of the ' community of the borough,' but ' only to the advantage 
of those who belong to the said society '.' At Lynn, in 1357, 
a fine was to be imposed for a certain offence. If the culprit 
was a gild-brother, it was to be paid to the alderman of the 
Gild ; if '2 burgess, and not a brother of the Gild,' to the 
mayor of the town ^ At Shrewsbury it seems that the 
burgesses were accustomed to enter the fraternity for a time, 
to withdraw from it, and then re-enter". Burgesses not in 
the mercantile brotherhood were also to be found in Bristol '", 
Reading", and probably in other towns. 

' Vol. ii. p. no. * Vol. ii. p. 184. Set alio the com- 

' Vol. ii. p. 317, 5 ij;wealso {) plaint made in 1343, vol, ii- p. i8j. 
30. 65, 69, 7s. ' Vol, ii, pp. 5J. S3. 

' Vol. ii. p. 17. ' Vol. ii. p. 167. • Vol.ii.p. m. 

< Vol. ii. p. ig;. " Stytt, Memoin of Biiitol, i. 508. 

• Vol. ii. pp. 19, 30. " Vol. ii 



I - vol. II. pp. 19, 30. 
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'i Thirdlyi_a person could be an inhabitant o£ a_ town— 
without being__£ith.er a burgess or a gUdsman. Thus, in 
the Southampton statutes, those of the Gild, of the franchise, 
and of the town are distinguished '. At Bedford, as well 
burgesses as other jiersons. residing in the town, were received 
into the brotherhood ^. At Lincoln, during the reign of John, 
the fullers seem to have stood without the pale of both the 
Gild Merchant and the burghal community^. In the same 
category would fall many tenants of privileged sokes situated 
within the limits of the borough^, many villeins who sought 
refuge in the towns, and all Jews residing in the latter. The 
brethren are sometimes contrasted with persons included in 
some such general expression as ' the other men of the town ' ^, 
the latter doubtless comprehending unprivileged inhabitants 
as well as burgesses. 

The main argument of those who insist upon the complete 
identity of Gild and burghal community, is the circumstance 
that the terms burghers {' burgenses') and gildsmcn ('homines 
de gilda' or 'burgenses dc gilda '}, are both used, in several 
instances, in one and the same grant of municipal privileges *. 
Prima facie this proves the non-identity as much as the 
identity of the two. But if we examine these charters with 
care, we shall find that they afford another striking confirma- 
tion of our view. For 'homines de gilda' is employed only 
when the grant refers to immunities which were of special 
importance to merchants, whose vocation necessitated frequent 
visits to various towns, but which, on the other hand, would be 
of less concern to the burgesses at large, especially to those 
not in the Gild. These immunities were exemption from trial 



» VoLiu pp. »ir-jjo,J3»,iS 18,19, 
45. 5J- 65, 6^. 75, etc 

' Vol. iip. ^^. 

' AbbtcvUtio Placit., 65. 

' Some of the tenants of St. Mary's 
Nnnneiy at Chester seem to have bwn 
in the Uild, aad othen not (vol. ii. p. 



' VoL ii. pp. 133, 170, i^i, »o4: cE. 
ii. 174. 

■ Vol. ii, pp. 183^153,357.358.373. 
374. 388; cf. also ii. 173. 174- *M. 

3S'> '.S'l 35'* These compriic all Qw 
ca»ei that 1 have met with. Most of 
these grants are modelled aflet the 
charters of Wincheatcr. 
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in courts outside-the-borongh"and;-abovt all, fpeedom from^toll 
th rough outjhejeal in. It is certainly no adventitious circum- 
stance that the expression ' homines de gilda ' (or ' burgcnsca 
de gilda') is employed almost without exception only in con- 
nection with such commercially important privileges, while the 
wording of the document suddenly changes to the simple 
' burgcnses ' as soon as franchises are mentioned that were of 
great value to all the burgesses '. 

We must, then, hold fast to a distinction between gildship 
and bui^ess-ship. The pre-eminent qualification of the 
former was ability to pay scot and lot ; that of the latter,** 
ability to perform active burghal duties, such as to watch and 
ward, hold office, serve on juries, etc. ^ The burgess was also 
liable to taxation, but probably to a less extent than the *■ 
gildsman. The burgess was required to be the owner of - 
a burgage tenement within the town ^ ; but the gildsmcn were 



' Campaie also the clmiUr of Itenry 
n 10 the ciliwna of the CilJ of Win- 
cbcslcr. vol, ii. p. 15}, wilh another 
giantud to the dlizens al large by the 
tame moDorch (Woodward, Hamps., 1. 
fjl) ; and see vol. ii. pp. 156-858, 390, 
391- 

■ Gneisl,Sdf-gov.,58i ; Mercw. and 
Stephens, p. v. 

* ■ David Tinctor dat dotoino Regi 
I, n>. per sic. quod muaagium sdbid 
(jnod habet in Carcolo lit burgaginm, 
et <]Dod ipse habeal easdcm liticrtates 
qaas alij bargen«el Catleoli habont' 
(Rot. de OblatiboG, etc., 3 John, p. 
116). 'Si qnis Burgensis volncrit 
ticri, Tcniat ia ctiiia cl rcddat Prefects 
dnodedm denarios et capiat Buign- 
gium rnntn de Prctoribus .... Item, 
Burgensi* non potest esse, nisi ha- 
beal Rurga^otn duodcclni pedum in 
Ironle' (Brief Dr»c. of Piolon, ai- 
11). 'El innt apnd LaaygeUfK [i.e. 
Llanidloes] Ixvi. bargeiues, qnomm 
. . . oniuquiiqne tenet nonm bnrga- 
gium, et solvit per uinum xii. dena- 
rios* (t'owyilaod Club, Coll., viii. »j6. 

A.D. 1309>. 



A 'burgage' iticluded a teiieinent 
with the land under and around it, the 
u^nal lenlat bclug tid.; probably the 
terni at firat relcrred primarily to the 
land, afterwards to the house. Wo 
meet with ' burgngium' in both these 
seni-es. In modem language, not the 
householder or mere inhabitant, as tome 
assert vMetcwether and Stephens, idl.- 
xiv., 1J8, 1873; Coi, Pari. Elections, 
169,171), but the freeholder, was the 
original burge<is, the borotighs constitut- 
ing territorial communities. In the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century the 
personal etemenl (apprenticeship, re- 
demption, in herilance) became Ihc main 
qua1i6cation of burgess-ship in many 
towns, especially the larger trading cen- 
tres. A great diversity as regards quali- 
fication prevailed in different boroughi 
from the fourteenth to the nineteenth 
cenluiy. See above p. 6, note 3 1 
Stubbs, Const. Hist., i. 4,6-;, ili. 453; 
Maclean, Bodmin, 106, 107; Scyer, 
Memoirs, 1. 50% 509 : Duncumb, Heref., 
1. 335; Picton, Memorials, i. 10, 15, 
»6. 35.68; Tate, Alnwick, 11,131, ajii 
Merewether and Slepbeot, 517, 699; 
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, generally 'non feoffati'.' The former was compelled to be 

[ a resident in the town^; but the gild-brother, as weTTavfi" 

1 seen, was not generally subjected to thi's restriction. ~ 1 he 

/ new burgess was admitted in the regular burghal motes or 

1 courts '^ ; the gildsmen, in the ' m orgcnspechc .' 

Although it is very necessary thus carefully to distinguish 
between the various constituent ingredients of the medieval 
town, we must be equally careful not to exaggerate the 
difference between borough and Gild, whether as regards 
administration or membership. ' Any complete generalisation 
upon the constitutional histoiy of the towns," the Bishop of 



BUclc Bk. of Adm.. ii. 152 ; Record of 
Cttcm., 113: Thompson, Munic. Hiit., 
14; The Antiquary, ix. 161; Madox, 
FirmaBui^, 31,39, 173-377; PalgraTC, 
Commoow., i. Sag, and Corporative 
Reronn, 41 ; Boys, Sandw., 51J ; Ing- 
bam, Altrincham, 71; Eyton, Shrop., 
»- '33; Watkini. Bideford, 13-14; 
Rep. Recotd Cora., 1S37, p. 434 ; 
Ardueol. Auoc. Journal, vii. 411- 
4>7 ; Records of Chealerf., 33 ; Jeffer- 
lon, CumbeiL, ii 14 ; Stark, Gainib,, 
73 ; Boldon Buke. App. xl. ; Gale, In- 
quiry, App., No. 4; Ormerod, Chesb., 
1.488.111.790; Paroch-Hist.ofComvf., 
iii. 1751 Fraier, Elections, ii. 81; 
Hmiic. Corp. Com., 1835, p. 1858; 
HarUod, Mamcc, ioo->a€, 319, J04- 
508 ; Bacon. AmmlU, So. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 13.136; Robert!, Lyme 
R^ii, 13. The two disiinclioni made 
above concettiing a dual system of lax- 
alion and the poiiesEioD of a ' burga- 
gjam,' come out quite clearly in the 
following cUnie of a Leicester record, 
to which I have Ecveral times re- 
ferred : ' Nor ii it 10 be understood 
that Ihe tenants of the bishop sball 



Ji thism 




rrfor 



liaes thai touch the commanily of the 
nol Ihe community of Ihe 
Gild, eiccpling those who hsve lands 
•od tenements in Ihe Iowd of Leicester, 
who are bnigesics though tenants of 



the bishop.' (Vol. ii. pp. 14a, 141.) 
See also Slubbi, Const. Hist., i. 474 : 
'The merchant guild contnined all the 
traders, whether or no they possessed 
an estate of land.' 

' Rot. Chart.. 93 : ' Itii qood nnUoB 
burgenslnm praedictommi nisi residens 
fueril in praedicta villa de Helleslon, 
has hsbebit libcitates.' See also Gneist, 
Self-gor., 581 ; Merew. and Stephens, 
pp. v., ao8o; Cox, Pari. Elections, 
177 ; Baines, Lajic. and Chesh., i. 676 ; 
Lyon, Dover, ii. 307, 353 ; Simpson, 
I-anc^ 379; Gale, Inqoiry, p. liii. ; 
Madox, Firma Burgi, 369. 

' Welfitt, Minntes, No. 37 ; Brief 
Descr. of Preston, 31 ; Harland, Court 
Leet Records, 5 1 ; Lyon. Dover, i. 331, 
ii. 353; Simpson, Lane, 379; Tate, 
Alnwick, ii. 333 i Woddcrspoon, Ipsur., 
370; Holioway, Rye, 184; Rep. MSS, 
Com., 1 88 3, p. 16S; Johnson, Cnstoms 
ofHeref., 19; MerewetherandStcpbcn*. 
581. 593. 903, 17x4, 3108; Griffith, 
Records of Hunt., 48-49, iiB; Chsa- 
ler, Barnstaple Records, No. 37; Hur- 
rod, Colch. Court Rolls, 7; Morant, 
Caleb., i. 97. 98 ; Bacon, Amuillt, 14., 
47. In jj flenry VI it wns enacted at 
Cbcster that no one should be admitted 
to Ihe freedom of the city except in the 
Portmote only (Addit. MS., Mm. Brit, 
16179, ^°'' 47)- See al£ovol. ii. p. 115^ 
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Chester rightly observes, * is impossible for this reason, that 
this history does not start from one point or proceed by the 
same stages ^.' Though all boroughs had much in common, 
and the constitutions of many were modelled after the same 
exemplar ^, each had a separate life, developing a personality 
of its own ; nor had parliament yet begun to legislate away 
these individual peculiarities. While, then, the general prin- 
ciples laid down in this chapter touching the non-identity ot 
Gild and borough will apply in most cases, there were doubt- 
less local variations, ranging from a practically complete 
amalgamation of the two elements to the other extreme of 
open antagonism ^ 

That circumstances favoured such an amalgamation, 
especially in the fourteenth century, will become evident if 
we analyse the population of a medieval English borough. 
Exclusive of the inhabitants of privileged sokes, the small 
population * was more homogeneous than that of towns exist- 



^ Stnbbs, Const. Hist, ii. 236, iii. 
454. Mercwether and Stephens (pp. 
v.. xxvi., 340, 414, etc) persist in deny- 
ing this manifest truth. 

' See Appendix E. 

* For a few cases of collision between 
the two bodies, see vol. ii. pp. 51-53, 
184, and, perhaps, ii. 189 ('quod nulla 
gilda,* etc.). 

* The smallness of the population 
was also conducive to such amalga- 
mation. The great concentration of 
people in towns is a modem phenome- 
non, due to the growth of manufactures. 
The population of the country com- 
pared to that of towns, in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries, was in about 
the inverse proportion to what it now 
is. Few English boroughs of that 
period contained more than 10,000 in- 
habitants; in many there were less 
than 1000; probably the average of the 
larger towns fell below 5000. The 
number of burgesses would, of course, 
be much smaller ; 500 to 1000 would, 
perhaps, be a fair average for the more 
prosperous towns; in some boroughs 



the number is stated, in the sources, to be 
less than 100. The whole topic, how- 
ever, needs thorough investigation. See 
two papers on the subject by Amyot 
and Hinde in Archaeologia, vol. xx. pp. 
524-31 ; and Archaeologia Aeliana, 
1859, iii. 53-64. See also Pike, Crime, 
i. 179-183; Rogers, Six Centuries, i. 
117-121; Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 
25, 223 ; Thompson, Munic. Hbt, 
195, and Leic, 87-88; Baines, Lane, 
and Cheshire, i. 665, ii. 3 ; Ellis, Wey- 
mouth, 148 ; Hanshall, Chesh., 365 ; 
Morant, Colch., i. 47 ; Abram, Me- 
morials, 1 4 ; Picton, Memorials, i. 20 ; 
Tomlinson, Doncaster, 34 ; Harland, 
Mamec., 504-508; Bloraefield, Norf., 
iii. 25 ; Baines, Yorksh., ii. 253 ; Foul- 
son, Beverlac, i. 212-215; Owen and 
Blakeway, Shrews., i. 152 ; Merewether 
and Stephens, 672-674; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1877, p. 524; Madox, Firma 
Burgi, 59; Charters of Carmarthen, 
52 ; Redfem, Uttoxetcr, 95 ; Beamont, 
Frodsham, 42 ; Devon Assoc., xvi. 
725 ; Royal Inst, of Cornwall, Oct. 
1865, p. 83; Powysland Club, viti. 
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ing at present ; there were in the former fewer class dis- 
tinctions, more equality of wealth, and more harmony of 
interests than there are in the latter. The professional 
element was almost wholly wanting. Every man was, to 
a certain extent, a soldier^ ; the chaplains were lawyers ; the 
monks were the teachers, physicians, and liitA'atcurs. Almost 
all townsmen were in some way connected with trade. The 
few burgher proprietors of large estates who were not mer- 
chants found it advisable to join the Gild, in order that they 
might advantageously dispose of the produce of their lands 
and the manufactures of their villeins ^ The same would be 
true, though in a much less degree, of the humbler agricultural 
burgher ^ Most craftsmen, too, as we shall hereafter see, 
were concerned with the purchase and sale of wares *. When 
trade and industry underwent a great expansion during the 
period of the three Edwards, the mercantile interests must 
have become completely dominant in many towns, the 
burgher merging in the tradesman, and gildsliip becoming 
an appurtenance of burgess-ship. 

Pelcc, Lannc, 53; Pitt, Staf- 'If the dty hom ti 



fordsh., %i,i, ; Cooper, Csmbr., 
ArchKol. Assoc., Joortial, vi. 418 ; Kot. 
PwL.i. >iS-i36,iv. 418; G«le. laquiry, 
No. 6 \ PicloQ. SeleclloDa, i. 37, 46, 90 ; 
SinGt>l[,Wigui, i. MS, 134, 310; Boaic, 
Oxr, 15; Peuson. Middle Ages, i. 381 ; 
Rclirjuary, v. 67; Ashley, Eeon. HUt., 
68 ! Cntis, Colcli,, 105.— The chief com- 
inercial centres of Gemiany in the fif- 
teenth centaiy conlaiDcd from ) 0,000 to 
40,000 inlwbitaDts (Jastrow, VaUciuhl 
denticher Stiiie, past.). 

' See vol. ii. p. 311 ; Slnbbs, Con«t. 
Hirt, iii. 644; Dmicamb, Hereford, i. 
336 J Wodderspoon. Iptw,, 370; John- 
ion, Cnrtoms of Heref.. 10 : Mooait. 
Anglic, vi. 1180-1181; Liber Cost., 
636; Bacon, Annalls, 14,47. Concern- 
ing the town of Rosa in tbe thirteenth 
ccDlurj' an ancient poet sings : 
'qe leant vnt .j. come .ij. fe« eomit 
it la commone est eniemblJe 



envie pnr alei deoant,' 




Every burgesa will be found 
Eager in the warlike labour. 
Striving to outdo his neighboar.' 
National MSS. of Ire!, iii. p. v., App. ij. 

' This is clearly the reason why 
certain lords enrolled themselves in the 
Gildoflpswich(ii. 114-135, 376-377)1 
lec also Mcrcwctlier and Stephens, 674. 
For burgher and citizen landed pro- 
prietors, see Bflines, Liverpool, 8a j 
Rep, MSS. Com., 1877. p. 579 ; Stnbba, 
Hist., i. 476 ; Freeman, Conquest, v. 
36a. They were the ' feoffati non mer- 
candiiantes' in distinctioo from the 
'officiose negotiantea' : see Liber Al- 
bas, 1S6: Fitz-Stephen. in Vita St. 
Thom., ed. Giles, i. 183. Cf. abo 
Ponison, Beverlac, i. 311. 

' Doubtless, many of these devoted 
themselves lo husbandry and to tmBll 
home industries at the same time ; jtut 
as, on the other hand, arafismcn were 
often partially occupied with agiicultnre, 

' See beloiv. p. 107. 
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This tendency toward amalgamation in the membership of 
*^the two bodies may also be seen in their aciministration. The 
bailiffs, provost, etc. of the borough, and the alderman, 
stewards, etc. of the Gild were taken from one and the same ■ 
circle. Indeed, a person could be serving in each of these 
two groups of offices at the same time ^. Thus the same men 
swayed the counsels of the borough and Gild. As the mer- 
cantile element attained greater preponderance, the natural 
tendency would be to regard the Gild offices as superfluous, 
and to consolidate the headship of the Gild and that of the 
borough — a development which would be hastened by the 
circumstance that office-holding during the middle ages was 
generally regarded as a burden ^. Xbese changes doubtless 
took place, in great part, gradually and silently, by a process 
of absorption, rather than of usurpation \ Being an official 
organ of the municipality, the Gild naturally identified itself, 
from the outset, with the general welfare of the latter ; and 
this solidarity of interests, combined with the other factors 
which I have just enumerated, prevented much friction or 
collision between the two bodies. This identity of Gild and 
borough was especially easy of attainment in towns where the 
vital centre of burghal energy, the court leet, was dependent 
upon a mesne lord *. The decline of the leet, in the fifteenth 
century, may also have aided in extending the name and 
functions of the Gild over the whole area of municipal govern- 
ment in some of the larger towns ^ 




' We find a striking example of this 
at Ipswich (vol. ii. pp. 1 16-121). See 
also vol. ii. pp. 158, 166, 198, 360. 

' Coates, Reading, 66-67 J Tighe 
and Davis, Windsor, ii. 400 ; Yates, 
Congleton, 133-134; Roberts, Lyme- 
Kcgis, 361 ; Rot. Pari., ii. 459 ; Davies, 
Sonthamp., 168 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 
^877, p. 581 ; Black Book of Winch., 
ff. 33, 35, etc.; Bacon, Annalls, 355, 
369 ; Sinclair, Wigan, ii. 336 ; Lyon, 
Dover, ii. 368, 389, 344. 

' This gradual absorption — which, re- 



garded from one point of view, was an 
expansion of the functions of the Gild, 
until borough and Gild became co- 
extensive — can be traced in the records 
of Andover and Southampton (vol. ii. 
pp. 3-8, 314-331, 389-348). 

* See below, pp. 90, 91. 

' For the decline of the leet, sec 
Merewether and Stephens, 947-950, 
loi I ; Gneist, Verfass., 306, and Self- 
gov., 585 ; Poole, Sydenham, 171, 173 ; 
Palgrave, Corp. Reform, 38. 
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We shall soon return to the subject of the identity of Gild 
and borough. I wish here merely to point out the general 
drift toward such identity in the fourteenth century, which has 
blinded many writers to the true state of things in earlier 
times. Owing to this confusion, it is all the more necessary 
to accentuate the fact that Gild and borough were originally 
distinct entities. The importance of this distinction will be 
made more apparent in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Influence of the Gild upon the Municipal 

Constitution. 

The study of the English Gild Merchant helps to eluci- 
date the municipal history of the continent, as well as that 
of Great Britain. In the latter we find the maximum de- 
velopment of this institution, whereby we may, to a certain 
extent, gauge its influence in the other countries of Europe. 
For if it can be shown that this fraternity was not the basis 
of the municipal constitution in England, the same is likely 
to be true — a fortiori — of the continent, where the Gild Mer- 
chant was a less prominent feature of the burghal polity ^. 

In treating this portion of our subject we must sharply 
distinguish between the influence of the Gild upon the origin 
of boroughs, and the part it played in the later growth of the 
borough constitution. To be more specific, we must consider 
its influence from three different, yet closely related, points of 
view, representing three stages of development — its relation 
to the origin of municipal government, to the conception 
*free borough' (* liber burgfus'), and to early municipal in-, 
corporation. 

§1. 

Origin of Borough Government. 

Some eminent historians have advocated the theory that, 
both in England and oa the continent, the medieval town 
constitution was simply an enlargement of the Gild, the latter 

* See Appendix F. 
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being the original nucleus, and all else merely later accre- 
tions'. But as regards England they have advanced very 
little evidence in favour of this view, and that little is of a 
dubious nature. 

Their chief argument is based upon the London Cnihten 
Gild. They have identified the latter with a hypothetical 
Gild Merchant of the metropolis, and from these premises 
have drawn conclusions concerning the importance of the 
English Gild Merchant in general. Madox gave them their 
due. He ventured the opinion that the name alderman as 
applied to the functionaries of London wards may have been 
derived from this fraternity of ' cnihts ^.' Although he begins 
his statement with a ' perchance,' and ends it with the im- 
portant reservation, ' But as to these things I speak them 
onely by conjecture,' nevertheless HuUmann, Wilda, Brentano, 

(and others accept it as indisputable historical fact. They 
then proceed to assert that if the ward aldermen were merely 
the old gild officers, the gild must be the basis of the 
civic constitution. 

Without stopping to point out the palpable gaps and 
fallacies in such a course of ai^umentation, it will suffice to 
state the reasons why we cannot accept Madox's conjecture. 
In the first place, the term alderman is not mentioned in the 
sources in connection with any Anglo-Saxon gild, but we 
know that it was applied to civic officials of London and 



■ Wilda, GildenweKn, 148, Epeoki of 
ill being a recognised fact (' fmerkaDot'} 
ihkt -cine Gilde die Gmndloee der 
biiigenchmftlichen VerfusnngEngland't 
bitdetc.' See lUo Wilda, 344, 151 ; 
Brcntxno, pp. Ixxvi.. xcvi,, icix., cv, ; 
HullmuiD, ilL Go-75 ; WBirord, Insnr. 
Cjcl , T- 347-349 ; Gieike, Genoscen- 
fchaftsmbt. i. 143, 345 ; Thierry, Qiuv- 
rm. if. 181, RMu, ch, vi. ; Dc Vigne, 
Gildet et Coipoiationii, p. xiL ; Thorpe, 
Dip. Anfl., p. »vi. ; Lappenberg, Eiigl., 
i 609, 610; Turner, Mcrch, Guild of 
Chich-, 169; LoaJon Liv. Comp. Com., 



1SS4, t. g; Bain, Aberdeen Goildi, 10; 
Green, Short History, 197, 198. For- 
luyo, 96-101, alao accepts the theory of 
Ihe origin of the barghal constitution 
from the gilds, but with important reter- 
vations. Stubbs (Const. Hiit., i. 107), 
Gneiil (Verf. u. Vcrw.. ii. 496; Geich. 
des Sclf-goT., tio), and voa Mauivr 
{Stiidlcvcrf., i. 168-170) reject it. The 
arguments that i shall advance against 
this theory apply to the Gild Merchant 
in puliculoi, and also to gilda m 

' Firma IluiEi, 30. 



CHAP. VI] 3lnflumcc upon a^unicipa! Constitution. 79 

other towns long before the Norman Conquest ^ Moreover, 
the head of the Anglo-Saxon hundred was also called the 
' ealdor ' or alderman ". A borough or each ward of a large 
borough, like London or Canterbury, often constituted a 
hundred^. If then writers will insist upon finding some 
genetic relation between the gild alderman and the ward 
alderman of later times, there is clearly more evidence to 
justify us in deriving the former from the latter than vice 
versa. But there is no need of adopting either theory. For 
apart from its well-known pre-eminent signification as prin- 
cipal officer of the shire, the word ealdor or ealdorman meant 
in general a headman or chief functionary — the head of a 
hundred, of a borough, of a village, of an estate, of a monas- 
tery, etc' The name simply continued to cling simultaneously 
to the gild and ward officials, while its application to other 
institutions became obsolete. The gild alderman and ward 
alderman of the borough did not coalesce, but continued to| 
exist side by side*. 



' Anglo-Saion Chronicles, anno 886. 
See alio Pslgnive, Commonwealth, L 
644, il. p. cccl. ; Spelmui, Clou., 
'aldennon'; Luppenberg, i. 611 ; who 
consider 'alderman' a common name 
for the chief town officer in Anglo- Salon 
limes. — In later times alderman coa- 
linucd, in a Tew case*, to be the desig- 
lutioii of theheadof the borough; e.g., 
at Jinry Si. Edmund's, Sumford, I>nr- 
bam, Malmesbury, Faversham, Rich- 
mond, Kendal, Grantham (Abbrev.Plae., 
i6j ; Nevinion, Stamf., 109 ; Snrtees, 
Dorium, iv. 4; Moffatl, Malm-, 113: 
Jacob, Faversliam, iS; CUrkaon, Rich- 
mond, 71; Rep. MSS. Com.. 1885, 
App. iv. 1991 Cal. Rol. Orig,, ii. m; 
Mtuiic. Corp. Com. iBjs, pp. 3174, 



' Palgrave, Commonw., i Sjj, il. p. 
cceli. ; Spelman, Glo.°s , ' alderman ' j 
Thorpe. Anc Ijiwi, GIou., ' hiuidredes 
Ealdor'; Rilej, Uber Cuit., 635; 
Slubbs, Const. HisL, i. 118. Atdcrracn 
of hundreds conlioued to ciiil Ihrough- 



' Thorpe, Anc Laws, 116; Stubbs, 
Const. HisL, i. 106.459. 70'- ii>. 603; 
Palgntvc, Commonw., i. 101, ii. p. cccl. ; 
Norlon. Comment., 37 ; Somner. Cant., 
L 53 1 Blomefield. Nurf., iiL II. 'The 
hondred' was a common deiignalion 
for the chief municipal coort in towns 
of Ejiglnnd, Wales, and Ireland, Sec 
vol. ii. p. 341; Cutis, Colch., rjsi 
Holloway, Rye, 1S7; Charlac tlibrrn.. 

Brecknock, 78G ; Archaeologia, xlviii. 

' 'In Ihe Anglo-Saion language the 
lerm ealdorman Is employed lo desig- 
nate any species of superior ' (Pnlgrave, 
Commonw.. i. 595). See alio Schmid, 
Gcsctie, 560; Stubbs, Const, ilist., i. 
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The identity of the prior of Holy Trinity and the alderman 
of Portsokenward, which suggested Madox's conjecture, can 
be easily explained. We know that the London aldermen of 
the twelfth century had a proprietary right to their wards, 
the title of alderman being merely an appurtenance of the 
devisable estate '. The Cnihten Gild " was owner of Port- 
sokenward, and as such possessor of an aldermanry. When 
its lands were transferred to the Holy Trinity, the office went 
with them, and hence the prior of Holy Trinity became alder- 
man of Portsokenward. 

Even if Madox's views were tenable, they ought not to 
be made the basis of pregnant inferences regarding other 
boroughs. It is a mistake to consider London the type by 
which to Judge of the general development of English muni- 
cipal history. In many respects, the metropolis is, and for 
centuries has been, an anomaly among the towns of England. 

The other argument advanced by the adherents of the 
^ theory that the borough constitution was originally evolved 
from the Gild Merchant, is the circumstance that the present 
English town-hall is often called the gild-hall, which, they 
contend, proves tlie early identity of town and Gild. They 
assume that in early times town-halls commonly or in- 
variably bore the name gild-hall ; but they give only a 
single example of a gild-hall anterior to the thirteenth cen- 
tury, the 'gihalla burgensium' of Dover*, which, after all, 
may have been the hall of a circumscribed number of bur- 
gesses, and not the common town-hall of the burgesses at 
large. In fact, the sources rarely mention such municipal 



iJoisi, 14, ij: Ryiner, Foedeia, J. 313 ; 
libcr de Ant, Leg,, 6; Mumy, Diet, 
I. Ill (' cldrtne mui on hU btuh')j 
Ajchxol. Journal, )x. 74, 81. 

' Mndoi. Finm Buie), 14, IJ, >s> ; 
Chronifiim de London, p. i. : Loflie, 
London, i, llS. For similar alilcnDBn- 
Tiea in C>Dlerbnr]r uid Lincoln, »e 
Somner, ConL, i. 53 ; Brent, Cant., 
104; kcp. MSS. Com., 1883. App. i. 



'38, 167 ; PiJgnive. Commonw.. i. G30 ; 
Addit-MS.. Mus. Bril., 4530, rol. 37,- 
Madox. Firms Burgi, 14; Larking, 
DoniCTdaf of Kent. App. xilv. 

' For more concerning Ihii gl1<I, lee 
Appendii B. 

' Domesdar, i. 1. A 'Gihalda' it 
alio mentioned in the Winchntcr tarftj 
ofiuS liWd., i».S45). 
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gild-halls before the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries ^ ; 
and in many towns the term seems never to have been 
used at all, some such word as moot-hall ^, tollbooth^ 



' The only other examples prior to 
the thirteenth centnry that I recall to 
mind are those of Exeter, presumably 
temp. Hen. II (Freeman, Exeter, 66) 
and Gloucester, 5 Rich. I. * Borgenscs 
de Gloecestria reddont compotum de 
n,s., ut possint emere et vendere in 
Gildhalla sua. ad emendationem Burgi ' 
(Madox, Exch., i. 467). The earliest 
mention of the London gild-hall that 
the author of the history of the latter 
could find is of circa 121 2 (Price, Guild- 
hall, 44). It is called * the public hall* 
by Giraldui Cambrensis under the year 
119Z : 'Convocata vero civium multi- 
tudine in aula publica, quae a potorum 
conventu nomen accepit,* etc. (Gir. 
Camb., Works, iv. 404.) There was no 
gild-hall in Southampton before the 
fourteenth century (Davies, South., 71). 

• Thus at Colchester, Daventry, Ips- 
wich, Kendal, Leicester, Macclesfield, 
Safiron Walden, Doncaster, Kirkham, 
Pontefract, Wake6eld, Leeds, and Lyme 
Regis, ' moothall * was exclusively used, 
or preceded the term gild-halL See 
Taylor, Waket, Ixxi., civ. ; Thoresby, 
Due Leod., 18; Cromwell. Colches- 
ter, 193, 368 ; Harrod, Colch. Re- 
cords, 3Z, 33 ; Cutts, Colch., 141, 145 ; 
Mnnic Corp. Com. 1835, P- 1^44; 
Rep. MSS. Com., 1883. pp. 243, 324; 
1S85, App. iv. 299, 348 ; Notes and 
Queries, 1852, v. 532 ; Earwaker, East 
Chesh., ii. 475 ; Braybrooke, Audley 
£od, 359 ; Tomlinson, Done., 233, 236 ; 
Fishwick, Kirkham, 24, 25 ; Fox, 
Pontef., 357 (* Aula Placitorum *) ; 
Roberts, Lyme Regis, 350. An Ips- 
wich document of 12 Hen. VIII refers 
to *lhe Town Howse otherwise callid 
the Moote Halle or Gilde Halle ' (Rep. 
MSS. Com., 1883, pp. 243, 256). In 
1437 the old moot-hall or spech-hall of 
Canterbury was first called the gild- 
hall (Hasted, Canterbury, i. 109, ii. 
615; Welfitt, Minutes, No. 34V See 
also the following note, and below, p. 

VOL. I. 



82, n. 3, for moot-halls af Preston, 
Yarmouth, Bedford, Carlisle, and New- 
castle. In Wright and Wiilcker's Old 
English Vocabularies, i. 804, < pretorium' 
is translated 'a mote-halle,* the word 
gild-hall not being mentioned. A 'gemot 
hus ' at Winchester is spoken of in a 
royal grant of the year 901 to the Abbey 
of Hyde (Liber de Hyda, 86). See 
also Drake, Eboracum, 224. 

' ToUbooth was the usual designa- 
tion in Scotland (Acta Pari. Scot., 
Index ; Maxwell, Old Dundee, 146). It 
was likewise used in Alnwick, Berwick, 
Cambridge, Durham, King*s Lynn, Lan- 
caster, Manchester, Norwich, Preston, 
Stockton, Whitby, Morpeth, Bradford, 
and doubtless in many other places 
(vol. ii. p. 2; Hodgson, Morpeth, 67; 
Holroyd, Collectanea, 41 ; Cooper, 
Cambr., ii. 103, iii. 26, cf. i. 75, 96 ; 
Hutchinson, County of Durham, ii. 33 ; 
Registrum Palat., iv. 300 ; Mackenzie 
and Ross, Durham, ii. 37, 419; Cartul.de 
Whiteby, 722 ; Harrod, Records of Lynn, 
16-18 ; Madox, Firma Burgi, 9; Simp- 
son, Lane, 278, 282 ; E. Baines, Lane, 
ii. 466'. At Preston, moot-hall, * toll- 
bothe,* and town-hall, were used inter- 
changeably (Dobson, Our Town Hall, 
3). * Booth-hall * or * bote-hall * was 
used in Llandovery, Evesham, Glou- 
cester, Hereford, and Shrewsbury (Munic. 
Corp. Com. 1835, P- 3°^ » May, Eves- 
ham, 200 ; Rudder, Glouc, 89 ; John- 
son, Heref., 56, 112, 121, 178, cf. 208 ; 
Phillips, Shrewsb., 132). Toll-house 
was the name of the town-hall in Yar- 
mouth and Bury St. Edmund's (vol. ii. 
p. 30 ; Swinden, Varm., 806 ; Antiq. 
Mag. and Bib., vi. 3 : Addit. MS., Mus. 
Brit., 1 7391, ff. 60, 158). ' Curiae mer- 
catoriae, quae ad differenliam magnarum 
curianmi Libertatis scilicet parvae Curiae 
nuncupantur, debent teneri apud /c 
Tolhous de Bury diebus mercatoriis* 
(ibid., fol. 159, 27 Eliz.). * Mote-hall' 
is also found at Yarmouth (Rep. MS.S. 
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tholsel ', town-hall, common hall, or public hall^ taking its 
place; while in others the gild-hall existed side by side with 
the moot-hail ^ The latter phenomenon affords a strong 
confirmation of the view that the Gild and borough were 
originally two distinct bodies. 

In the relatively few towns where ' gild-hall ' was unmis- 
takably the designation of the town-hall, this was probably 
due in some cases to the later fusion of Gild and boro ugh 
spoken of in Chapter v. ; wWlt! in iiiMiiy ulliurTthis use of the 
nShic originated as loJIows. An influential gild allowed the 
town authorities to use its hall for general municipal purposes. 



Com., 1883, p. ja4l. ' The court honsc 
commonlye called the boothes,' U re- 
fomd to in a Manchester documeat ; 
' toll-booth ' was al.io comniMily used in 
MBDchester (Eanroker, Court Lcct Kc- 
cnjdi. Hi. n, e/ pail.). ' Gnihald live 
te Tolebooth ' occun in a charter of 
James n 10 Berwick (Raine, N. Durham, 
App. 147I. At Norwich the name toll- 
buolh was changcil to gild-hilt, /emfi. 
Edw, III, according to Blomcliclii, 
Norf., iv. 117. At Malmesbury there 
we re apparently (wo gild-halU— 'gialda' 
— and a toll-boolh, 'theolonenm ' (Re- 
gkt. Malm., ii. p. itxxii.,atid i. 117). 
At WorceWer both a ' yeldehall " and a 
■ tolbotb ■ are mentioned (Green, Wore, 
App. (v., Ivii.l. 

' This was very common in Irelaad. 
Thus the term or turrivals of It may be 
found in the records of Athlone, Beifa^, 
Cashel, C loom el, Cairielifcrgui, Dingle, 
Drogheda, Dublin, Fethatd, Galway, 
Kilkenny, Lanesboroogh, Limcrlcli, 
Longford, Portarlinglon. St, Johnitown, 
Wexford. See vol. li. pp. 75, 76. 81 ; 
Mcrew and Stephens, t6tS; Mnnic, 
Corp. Com., Iiel., 132, 153, 301, 337, 
368, 46s. 484, 501, 534 (' in tolwto ■), 
719. 763, 8)s. iJ4S, 1)90; D'Allon. 
Drogheda, 1. 701 Eg. MS., Mm. Brit , 
1766. fol. 31, At G«lway the ' toUsell 
or court-houtc' seems to ha*e been dis- 
tinct from the gild-ball (Tenth Rep, 
MSS. Com., App. ». 38s, 434, 448, ^^l). 
etc.). The tetord syllnble of tholwl •- 



sale = hall ; «ee Halliwcli, Diet, of Arch. 
Words, 70] 1 Lnard, .\nnales Monait., 
iii. 38] (uUcboH); Gmtlemsn's Mb- 
gai., TS51, XXXV. 597 (gild sallcgild- 
hall). ■ Tolsey ■ or ■ Tolsiil ' wm prob- 
ably the earlier name fur Ihe gild-hall 
in Bristol and Worcester (Taylor, Book 
about Btiit., 145, 179 ; Ricait, Maire 
of Bristowe,5i, J3, 111 ; Green, Wore., 
ii, 7). It U quite likely that the term 
was borrowed from Bristol by the Irish 
towns (cf. Appendix E). 

* Thus at Chester the name was Ihe 
'Common Hall'; at Gmvesend, the 
■Town House'; at Conglcloa, the 
■Town Hall." See Orrocrod. Cbcshitc. 
!, J34-136 ; Craden, Gravesend, 198; 
Head, Conglelon, 134. At Beverley 
the gild -hall was called the hanu- 
house. See vol. ii, pp. 11, la; Pool- 
son. Bey., 330. 33J, 

■ Thna in Nottingham (Bailey, Nott., 
i. 18 : Rec. of Nott., i. 164, 409, 436 ; 
Hist. Review, ii, 366) ; and probably in 
Bedford, Carlisle, and Newcastle (Sche- 
dule of Bedford Records, 79, 84, 103, 
119, 130; Ferguson and Ninsoo, Re- 
cords of Carl., 303, cf. 16, 73, 77. j8i- 
>83, 393, ays- 3°4: Brand, Newc., i. 
I9,lj81. Soloo at Bristol a ' TolslU ' 
and a gild-hall were co-existent ; and ai 
Evesham a boolh-hall and a gild-hall 
(Kicart, 53 ; M.iy, Evesham, 100). 
The moot-hall at Nottingham and pro- 
bably elsewhere existed long before the 
gild-hnll came into being. 
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at first only sporadically, then more and more frequently, 
until finally the hall became town property, by purchase, gift, 
or prescriptive possession. In later medieval times we meet 
with many interesting examples of this or an analogous de- 
velopment. Thus in 1564 the borough of Leicester purchased 
the hall of the Corpus Christi Gild. Long before this it had 
been used temporarily as a town-hall ; and after 1564 it was 
used exclusively for that purpose ^. In like manner, at York ^, 
Stratford ^ Thetford *, Brisingham ^ Boston*^, King's Lynn^, 
Lichfield®, Ludlow ^ and Birmingham ^^, the later town-hall 
appears originally to have belonged to a simple social-religious 
gild. It follows, then, that the existence of a municipal gild- ' i 
hall does not necessarily imply the evolution of the early y7 
framework of burghal government from a gild ^^. 






* North, Chronicle, 198-199 ; Notes 
and Queries, 1852, y. 532 ; Thompson^ 
Leic., 150; Archseol. Assoc, Journal, 
xix. 41. 

' Hargrove, York, ii. 431-432 ; Drake, 
Eboracum, 329. 

' Halliwell, Cal. of Stratf. Records, 
1-2 ; Wheler, Stratf., 106. 

* Hunt, Thetf., 186-188. 

' Blomefield, Norf., i. 67, 69. 

* Thompsoo, Boston, 234. 

^ Vol. iL p. 151 ; Richards, i. 469; 
Taylor, 137 ; Mackerell, 181. This is 
a very instructive example, because here 
the hall of a Gild Merchant became the 
common town-ball, although town and 
Gild in Lynn always remained distinct 
(vol. ii. pp. 151-170). It is evident 
then that even where a connection be- 
tween Gild Merchant and town-hall 
can be shown, this in itself affords no 
proof that the municipal constitution 
originated in the Gild. 

' Harwood, Lichf., 478. 

* Hist, of Ludl., 1822, p. 177. 

^* Bunce, Binn.,i. 27; English Gilds, 
246. 

^^ The whole subject of the relation of 
the gilds to the town government is in- 
teresting. In this volume we are par- 
ticularly concerned only with the Gild 



Merchant. The influence of the crafts 
will also be briefly discussed in the next 
chapter. Concerning the intimate con- 
nection of some simple social-religious 
gilds with the burghal government, I 
subjoin a few notes, without attempting 
to exhaust the subject. That these 
brotherhoods supported charitable and 
educational institutions, and charged 
themselves with such public duties as 
the care of bridges, highways, and town- 
walls, is a well-known fact. See English 
Gilds, pp.xxxvii., 205, 249, 256 ; Wright, 
Ludlow, 206. A Gild of Calendars 
kept the town records of Bristol (Rogers, 
f>at. of Calendars ; English Gilds, 287, 
428 ; Ricart, Maire of Bristowe, v 73 ; 
Nicholls and Taylor, Bristol, i. 20.^;. 
In 151 5 there was a * Gilde-halle in 
Bury wherein the bredryn of the Candel- 
mcsse gilde kepe the mony that longith 
to the town of Bury ' (Tymms, Hand- 
book of Bury St. Edm., 5th ed., 89'i. 
One of the main objects of the Gild of 
the Blessed Mary, Chesterfield, was to 
uphold the liberties of the town (Eng- 
lish Gilds, 165-168). Every freeman 
of Plymouth had to become a member 
of Saint George's (iild of that town 
(Rep. MSS. Com., 1883, App. i. 272; 
Devon. Assoc., vi. 104). Only bur- 
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The burden of proof lies with those who uphold this erro- 
neous theory. But the reasons for rejecting the latter are not 
based solely upon the speciousncss of the proofs presented by 
its adherents. The whole structure of the municipal constitu- 
tion, from the moment when it first becomes dimly visible to 
us, militates against the acceptance of their theory. The 
latter implies either a complete identity of town and Gild 
after the inception of borough institutions in Anglo-Saxon 
times, or the complete predominance of the Gild over the 
town, the municipal government being exclusively in the 
hands of an aristocratic fraternity (a 'collegium nobiliorum 
civium ' or a ' summum convivium '). The preceding chapters 
show that neither of these alternatives is admissible. If the 
whole fabric of the burghal polity rested upon the Gild Mer- 
chant as a foundation, how came it to pass that the latter's 

gesso were admittfd to the Holy Trinity 
Gild of Grimsby (above, p. 971 □. il 
The Holy Ctou Gild of liirminghuti 
was '1 real uid Imporltnl pari of the 
government of the town," thongh il 
exercised no general suthorily (Bonce, 
Binn.. i. 'i-ij^ English Gilds, 339- 
asoj. Tlie Corpus Christi Gild of 
Leiurslet cootributed largely to the 
public charges; and its inailcn had 
power to levy penalties for misdemean- 
our* on the members of tbc town conn- 
cil, and even on the mayor of Leicester 
(North, Chronicle, 196-199; Nichols, 
I-elc-i '■ 37", S9'I Thompson, Leic., 
J09). TheCildofStGeorgeofNorwicb 
waiaveryinflnential bt>dy. The mayor 
of the city on leaving oHice became 
aldeniuui of Ibis fraternity for the en- 
suing year. If (he aldeiman of (he 
gild died, the mayor took his pliux. 
A person expellnl from the brother- 
hond lost hii ciliiensbip, (Blomefietd, 
Norf., Iv. M7-3i>: Norfolk Archae- 
ology, iii. 315-.174; Rep. MSS. Com., 
1870, p. 104.) 

A still more impottanl category in- 
clndei tboie towns in which a sooial- 
rrligioDs gild absorbed the whole local 
goTcmment. Snch gilds ap]iear 10 



have been few in number, lo ijave been 
established in the fourteenth and fiftefuth 
cenluries. and to have received their 
death-blow by the gild statute of Ed- 
ward VI. Though co-exleosive with 
the whole town government, they con- 
tinued to maintain Iheir Irntenul organ!- 
lalion (Iheir religious rites, etc.), thus 
difTering from those Gilds Merchant 
which finally merged their existence in 
the general government of the borough. 
These governing religious bodies were 
probably not the origi^tal starling point 
of the mnnicipal constitution, but gra- 
dually grew in power until they became 
paramount in the few towns where they 
ctisled. Examples ot this developmcal 
will be found in ihe history of Lichfield, 
Stratford, Wisbech, Maidenhead, and, 
perhaps, Stamford and Saffron Walden, 
See vol. ii. pp. 145-14(1; Petersdolf, 
Abtidg.. vi. 610; Lee, Slialfotd, l6->l, 
lS-2g ; Halliwell, Cal. of Stratf. Ke- 
cords, 1,3: Rep. MSS. Com., 1B83, pp. 
391-197; Watson, Wisbech, 139-130, 
175-187; Aniiq. Magai . iv. SB 90, 
131-135; Corharo, Chapel of Maiden- 
head, 40-4} ; Neviiison, Stamford, 109: 
Braybiooke, Audley End, iS", 'i' • 
Player. .Sif. Walden, 81. 
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activity became narrowed down to one subordinate depart- ! 
ment of town government? Such a sudden contraction of 
^^ex IS prima facie improbable; it could have been wrought 
only by a veritable revolution, but of this there is not the 
slightest trace. The subsidiary position of the Gild in the 
burghal administration and burghal community during the \ 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and the absence of all unmis- \ 
takable traces of its earlier influence upon the other municipal ik 
institutions of that period, speak strongly in favour of the \\^ 
view that the Gild was a superinduced element, a separate 
growth from without, a powerful organism grafted upon the 

y parent stem of the town constitution, but not the fertile germ 
to which the latter owed its existence. 

What this original germ was we can surmise only by 
reasoning backwards from later survivals. These point, as 
one would naturally infer from a perusal of the last chapter, 
to a separate judiciary — a jurisdiction distinct from the shire or 

'' other large districts — as the foundation and earliest prominent 
characteristic of boroughs ^. The latter originated in Anglo- 
Saxon tiniies, before the Gild Merchant came into being 2. 



* This Tiew has the concarrence of 
many eminent anthorities. See Stubbs, 
Const. Hist., i. 107, 464, 467 ; Gneist, 
Verf., 135, 31 1 ; Verw., i. 133 ; Verf. und 
Verw., ii. 496 ; Selfgov., 580, 585 ; 
Gesch. des Self-gov., 194 ; Kemble, 
Saxons, ii. 338 ; Merew. and Stephens, 
pp. xii., 300, 381, 930, et pass. ; Cox, 
Elections, 133-138; Harland, Mamec, 
179,460; Hnnt, Bristol, 57 ; Maurer, 
Mark-Courts, 22-33 ! Smirke, Consue- 
todinary, 82 ; Vine, Manic. Inst., 5, 6 ; 
Baines, Lane, and Chesh., i. 692 ; 
Sydenham, Poole, i69-i72,__Xhis view 
is, of course, rejected by those whoiiold 
that boroughs have theiLJoot4» -ancient 
municipsrtlnsfitntlons handed down from 
Roman times withoat any. blQak in their 
continuity. _..-The"chief exponents of 
tUts^ tlieory are Coote, Romans in Bri- 
tain, 376-383; Wright, Celt, Roman, 
and S^xon, 505-524, and Munic, 
Privileges, in Archaeologia, vol. 32; 



and Pearson, Early and Middle Ages, 
i' 45~55* ^"^ their arguments, as a 
whole, are not convincing, consisting, 
in great part, of broad analogies that 
arc applicable to all civilized nations in 
all ages. The most plausible explana- 
tion of the genesis of boroughs is that 
they originated in the need of a separate 
jurisdiction and administration for the 
new defensive centres which were gradu- 
ally established or reconstructed after 
the destruction of the old Roman towns, 
and to which the people flocked for 
protection in the troublous Anglo- 
Saxon times. Cf. Robertson, Scotl. 
under Early Kings, i. 296. This juris- 
diction—and hence the borough— was 
the spontaneous outgrowth of a whole 
age, and neither a mere survival of an 
earlier period nor the emanation of any 
single influence like that of the Gild. 

^ Thorpe, Anc Laws, Edgar ii. c. 5, 
and Index under < Gemot.' 
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The meeting- place of the burghal moot is more ancient than 
the municipal gild-hall. 



§2. 

The Free Borough. 

We now pass from the misty period of conjecture preceding 
the twelfth century to one of known fact, from the first 
beginnings of municipal history to the more fully developed 
'free borough' of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. We 
I are to determine to what extent the Gild Merchant formed a 
part of the conception ' liber burgus.' 

According to Brady and Thompson the former was the 
essential characteristic of the latter ; the one without the 
other being inconceivable. Brady makes this fraternity iden- 
tical with the burghal community (' communitas '), which, he 
contends, consisted of a limited number of privileged mer- 
chants who governed the town. 'This Trading Gild, Fl-IIow- 
ship. Communitas, or Fraternity, was in those times, with the 
privileges belonging to it, the very constitution of a Burgh, and 
was always a select Number '.' Thus, according to Brady, the 
Gild was the all-pervading, life-giving principle of the borough. 
Without stopping to emphasise the fact that Brady's whole 
knowledge of this fraternity, or, at least, all that he commu- 
nicates to the reader, is expressed in the vague phrase ' it 
was a trading society,' we may venture the opinion that a 
writer who could thus confound the early community, namely, 
the burgesses at large', with a select body, was not qualified 
to discuss any branch of English numlcipal history intelli- 
gently; the distinguished 'Doctor in Physick" either had a 



' TieadK, S4 ; cT. also. pp. 3, 10, 
47. «. SO- 77- 

' See Tol. ii. pp. 31, iio-igi, 1)7, 
'S4>'SS- ^S9; M»do»> Firtna Buigi, 
35-A 94-9S. ii5-'3'. «nil HLM. of 
E»ch.,i. 586-588, 740 J Abbrev. Placit., 
<^7> 354 ', Liber de Antiq. L^bal. 19, 



19, 1491 Cal. Kot. Chail., iii ; 

Pad., i. 47, 51; Boys, Sandw., 

'Obslilit conimnDUai nssenm 

aaa omnes uniui coaditionis esse.' 

1311, ikytt, Mcmoin of Briiloi, 
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very superficial acquaintance with the sources, or wittingly 
perverted the truth. 

Thompson is not guilty of such palpable errors, but, if pos- 
sible, he exalts the influence of this fraternity even more than 
Brady. * To think of a civic community without its Guild,' he 
says, * would in truth be to think of the human body without 
the vital principle sustaining its activity and progress^.* Thus 
this institution was the breath of life that animated the whole 
municipal organism. He then divides boroughs into two 
groups ; * quasi-boroughs,' such, for example, as St. Alban's, 
which had only a Court Leet, and the right to choose their 
own town officers ; and * real boroughs,' as, for example, 
Leicester, which were endowed with a Gild Merchant. The 
latter, he maintains, was co-extensive with the whole town 
administration, or, at leasts all of it that was of real import- 
ance, the head of the Gild coinciding with the head of the 
borough ^. Thompson reaches these conclusions by general- 
ising from very inadequate data, derived mainly from the 
history of Leicester, and from a later period, when much that 
he asserts was really true. Even in the case of Leicester his 
views involve him in palpable self-contradictions. * Independ;^ 
ence of jurisdiction and s elf-governm ent,' he affirms, * vir- 
tually constituted a Borough ^' But in another place he 
states that the Gild had nothing to do with this independent 
jurisdiction, i. e., with * the enforcement of civil and criminal 
lawV 

Htillmann, Wilda, Brentano, and others virtually agree with 

' Mimic. Hist., 119. He also refers * Ibid., pp. ix., 13, 36, 100. Again, 

to the Gild Merchant as the chief in- in Gent. Magaz., vol. 35, p. 263/ he 

stitution of the place, inseparable from contrasts the functions of the Gild and 

its existence (p. 100). Sec also ibid., the portmanmote, the latter being ' the 

109; Gentleman^s Magaz., 1851, vol. scene of the administration of civil and 

35, pp. 596, 597. criminal law.* The 'jurors* were the 

* Munic Hist, pp. ix.-xii., 13, 49; officers who presided over this court 
Hist, of Leic, 60, 68. (ibid., p. 262, and vol. 36, p. 246;. 

• Mnnic. Hist, 15. Again, on p. Leicester * was governed by the jurors, 
I55> he tells as that a borough was a who had a kind of magisterial jnrisdic- 
commnnity that managed its own affairs tion ' (vol. 35, p. 596). 

in its Leet. 
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Brady and Thompson, in that they make the grant of gild 
law id entical with that of borough la w. ' It became the 
(genera! rule,' says Brentano, 'to confirm the Gild of a town by 
granting it all the liberties which another town enjoyed'.' 
In another place he a.';.serts that the kings of England used 
' to recognize the constitution and liberties of towns . . . 
by confirming their Gilds*.' In other words. Gild Merchant 
implied all the privileges comprehended in the term ' free 
borough.' The genesis of this error, like that of many 
others, is traceable to a cautiously expressed conjecture on 
the part of Madox : ' Peradventurc, from these Secular Gilds, 
or in imitation of them, sprang the method or practice of 
gildating and embodying whole Towns".' The only proof 
that Madox and, consequently, Brentano, Wilda, and Hiill- 
mann advance to support this opinion is the following pas- 
sage : ' The men of Andover render account of ten marks for 
having the same liberty in their Gild as the men of Wilton 
and Salisbury have in their Gild*.' The proper interpreta- 
tion of this passage certainly does not warrant the inference 
that the grant of the Gild was necessarily tantamount to a 
concession of a town constitution or ' liber burgus' ; nor does 
it throw a gleam of light on any part of the question. It was 
quite common in those days to model a particular institution 
(the market, pleas, crafts, etc.), or the whole constitution, of 
one borough after that of another^. So too the Gild Mer- 
chant of one place sometimes served as an exemplar for that 
of another ', Some of the liberties of Andover were modelled 
after those of Winchester '', which confirms the conclusion 
that the extract given above refers to the Gild only as a 
specific feature, and not as the totality, of the burghal consti- 
tution. 



' Engliili Gildi, p. cv. ; cT. Wilda, ' Firma Bnrgi. : 

46. »si ; TjTTCll, HiM. of Eng!., iii, ' Vol. ii. p. j. 

pt. il. iBj. * Sm Appendix E. 

* Engliib Gilds, p. Mil ; *ec aim ' Above, p. id, n. 3. 

Pi IC^. ^ Sec abtrre, p. 
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Abundant positive evidence against the views of Brady, 
Thompson, and Brentano, is contained in the preceding chap- 
ters. Any knowledge of the real functions of the fraternity, 
especially of its position in the community as a particular part 
of the machinery of municipal government, would have pre- 
cluded svich errors. Moreover, if the grant of a Gild Merchant 
had the signification ascribed to it by these writers, it would have 
occupied a more prominent place in the town charters, where 
it appears merely as one of the several corollaries of a free 
borough. The wording of some of these charters leads to the 
same conclusion ; for example, ' teneant omnes consuetudines 
suas ... in gilda et in omnibus aliis consuetudinibus ' ^ j again, 
' Gildani habeant mercatoriam cum omnibus ad hujusmodi 
Gildam spectantibus in burgo praedicto et alias libertates'^, 
etc. In some charters a 'liber burgus' is granted and tlie 

[specific franchises enumerated, but without mentioning the 
Gild^; the latter would not be thus omitted if it were the 

[vital principle of the free borough. In many other charters 
the Gild and a 'iiber burgus' are separately granted *. But 
still more convincing is a record relating to Macclesfield, 
in which ' liber burgus ' and ' gilda mercatoria ' are separately 
defined as two distinct conceptions". These and many other 
documents already referred to in the course of our inquiry 
(see Chapters iii. and v.) plainly show that during the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries the Gild Merchant, was only one of 
various valuable privileges comprehended in the expression 

I ' liber burgus.' Just as the latter could subsist without the 

' ' firma burgi,' so it could dispense with the Gild, though, as a 

' Munic. Corp, Com., ;835, p. 8»3 ; 
Harland, Mamei;., loo. 

' Vol. ii, pp. 357, 38s, 386 ; Wit- 
Ibtns, £>eiibigb, 119; Plac de quo 
War.. 817: Rot. Chart., 51, 93 ; Tiy- 
lor, Flint., 30, 3 1 ; Mcrew. and Stepbcns, 
751; Reo. of Cseni., 178, 185, 193, 
:96. 

> VoUii.p. .7.. 



■ Vol. ii. p. 136. 

* Above, p. 14, n. 1. For other ex- 
amples, see vi)l, ii, pp. 17, i;r9. 'cob- 
snetndlnes suas et noicinalim gildam ' ; 
vol. ii, p. 148, nbcTC the Gild is treated 
>s one ipecittc libeit;, being at variona 
times abrf^ted, but without aDnolling 
the 'libn burgus'; vol, ii. p, 18, 
' {rildam cl celersi libtnatei ' ; and vol. 
ii. pp. 38, 39- 3S6. 388. 
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rule, it enjoyed both these franchises '. Thompson's assertion 
that the fraternity was to be found only in the more powerful 
towns, is not true ; it existed in such then insignificant places 
as Gainsborough, Altrlnchani, Macclesfield, Liverpool, Roches- 
ter, and Chichester '. 

Indeed, we are struck with the prominence and flourishing 

condition of the Gild Merchant in many small boroughs that 

were not highly privileged, especially in those of mesne lords. 

We have already pointed out that the constitutions of towns 

were not cast in one and the same mould, — that there are 

exceptions to the general lines of development laid down in 

<^ithe preceding pages. In some of the towns of mesne lords 

\Hthc Gild was .so prominent and active that it probably came 

nlto be regarded by the burgesses as the real civic body as 

Miearly as the thirteenth centurj-. The explanation of this 

I phenomenon is probably to be sought for in the position of 

I the burghal judicature. It cannot be too often repeated 

I that the Gild Merchant in early times had no connection 

with the borough motes ( court s, lee ts, e tc.J, and that these 

formed the real kernel of the original municipal polity — the 

institution toward which all others gravitated, and from which 

they in great part emanated. But in most of the episcopal, 

abbatical, and baronial towns, the courts were not, as in most 

royal boroughs, under the control of officers chosen by the 

burgesses, but of bailiffs appointed by the lord ^ Thus the 



■ Of Rocheslei and Chichester in [he 
rtign of Riclurd I, Richard of DeTiici 
cally remuki : ' Rofeceslria et 
CicGlm vicoli luDt, et cor dvitntes 
(lid debeuit pracln ledcs Haminum 
nillil obtendnnE ' ^CluoDlclct of Stephen 
—Rich, 1. iii. 437). But in the four- 
lecnth Gcotniy Chicheiter leemi to have 
1 place of Mine commetciil im- 
portMce (Rot. ParL, ii. i^). There 
oi, dbIit focly fteehoIdeiE 
and eighteen olhcr Icnanti in Allrinc- 
ham ; and ill burgeues in Mocclei- 



field, Urn/: Hen. Ill (Hanihnll, Chesb., 
3G5 ; Boines, Lone, and Chesh., i. 66<i). 
For Liverpool and Gainsborongb, see 
Picton, Memor., L 10, and Selections, 
pp. li., 13 ! SUrk, Gainlb., 73-75. 

* Vol, ii. pp. 33-35. '04, 236-1.19 ; 
Stnbbs, Cooit. Hist. iiL 604, 608, 619 ; 
Coatra, Reading, jo-53 ; Man, Reading. 
3«", 3S3. 35* ■ tiribble, BamsUple, U. 
333; I'oulsori. Beverlac, i. 149-158, 
176-181; Ormerod, Cbahirc. iii. 36; 
Hoare. Modem Wilts, vi. 768; Uj- 
cester. Anliq., 103, 195 ; Autlq. Striib., 
366-168. 
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townsmen would feel the need of a centre of burgensic 
activity that they could call wholly their own. The Gild 
was the only institution that could satisfy this want ; to it 
they would instinctively turn, and would soon come to regard 
it as the most important of their immunities, as the real axis 
of the burghal polity — the only civic centre round which they 
could rally their forces in struggling with prelate or baron 
for an extension of their franchises, or in battling for any 
other cause. Though the mesne lord frequently bestowed 
this fraternity upon his burgesses and tolerated its existence, 
he sometimes tried to control it, and jealously guarded 
against any infringement of his judicial authority. Hamon 
de Massy allowed his burgesses of Altrincham to have 
' gildam mercatoriam ' ; but no plea was to be held in the 
said borough, except in his presence or that of his bailiff^. 
The Earl of Pembroke conferred the Gild upon the men of 
Gainsborough, but no stranger was to be admitted into the 
fraternity without his assent or that of his steward in his 
court*. Bitter conflicts between the townsmen and their 
lord were not uncommon^; being most bitter and most 
frequent in the case of towns held of religious houses*. In 



* Ormerod, Chesh., i. 536: 

• Vol. ii. p. 91. 

• The idea of some writers (Yeats, 
Guilds, 181 ; cf. Earle, Bath, 85 ; 
O'Cnny, Customs, ccx.) that the Gild 
Merchant generally originated in the 
oppression of the mercantile element by 
feudal lords is untenable. Though there 
was a natural antagonism between the 
lepresentatiyes of capital and mobility, 
on the one hand, and stability and 
landed interests, on the other, it was 
only in towns of mesne lords that much 
friction between the two elements is 
risible. 

* Besides the instances of acrimonious 
ccHiflicts between the burgesses and their 
ecclesiastical lords in which the Gild 
prominently figures, I find many others 
in which it is not mentioned. Indeed 



these uprisings of the townsmen are so 
numerous in the early part of the four- 
teenth century as to seem almost like a 
general movement of mesne towns to 
become independent of their ecclesias- 
tical lords. We may infer this, also, 
from the language of Walsingham, who, 
under the year 1326, says: 'Quorum 
[i.e. the Londoners] scquentes exem- 
plum, civitatum, burgorum, et villarum 
communitatcs, et irrefrenatam assu- 
mentes audaciam, chartas et libertates, 
per quas pure fieri possent liberi, a do- 
minis suis per vim et violcntiam extor- 
quere nitebantur' (Gesta Abbatum, ii. 
156). For some materials illustrating 
the whole subject, which is worthy of 
careful investigation, see ibid., i. 410- 
423. ii. 155-^76, 215-260, iii. 285-371 ; 
Annales Monaslici, iii. 105-106, no- 
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these contests the Gild often seems to represent the aggre- 
gate of the burgesses and of the burghal administration, or 
as much of the latter as their lord has bestowed upon them '. 

I Thus we may almost reverse Thompson's dictum regarding 
the classification of boroughs; and assert not merely that 
the Gild was to be found in many dependent mesne towns, 
but that it assumed greater prominence and exerted a rela- 
tively greater influence in these than in many far more auto- 
nomous boroughs. 

Though contending that anterior to the fourteenth century 
the Gild Merchant did not represent the vital principle of 
the free borough, except under abnormal circumstances, I am 
not at all inclined to disparage its importance as one of the 
chief characteristic elements of the municipal constitution. 
Thus r cannot agree with the assertion of Merewether and 
Stephens that rural villages and market-towns were endowed 
with this brotherhood*. We search in vain for an example 
of thiB. Andover. the only instance furnished by Merewether 
and Stephens, was certainly a borough *. The Gild Merchant 
did not necessarily imply considerable commercial prosperity 
or great industrial resources, but it seems always to pre- 
suppose, or to be intimately associated with, a certain aggre- 




■ 14,417-4191 Car1nla.rii][n de WhiCeby, 
11.413-413, s*i-5°S; RyW. PWiu, 
40, 171-176 ; Rcgiit. Prior, de Donst., 
Harler MS. iSKj, fol. 77 b; Addil. 
MS., Mu». Biit., 16085, ff. s»-54 ; 
1X666, ff. 154-164: MnnaM. Angl., i. 
S09, iii. loS-lll ; Gnlcb, Wood's Ou- 
foid, L411; Glnnd uid Donae, Favcr- 
fhiim. 14, ij; Rep. MSS. Com., 1877. 
pp. 506, 5°7- 

' For sofne mmplci of meine towns 
in which the Gild Merchant was pio- 
mincDt, together with tome Ma: 
of the cutillicU brtweco the Gild 1 
the meue Imd, are vol. ii. pp. 13- 
»i-lj. 18-36, 91, 136, 145, iji, 1 
i7i-'73. '75. '89. '9". loj-jio, » 
139 — In Gcnnanji the development 
dependent lowni took > lomew 






: (Sartorius. Han 



* Hist, of BoroDghs, 410, 488, 1911. 
Merew, und Stephens often quibble and 
distort the meaning of vords 10 piove 
theii propositiutis. This is well illot- 
[rated in the cose befoie ns. Andover, 
they contend, was no borongh, became 
in the records only the "men," and not 
the ' burgesses,' of that town are alluded 
to. But very frequently these same 
writers base an argument upon their 
own presumption that 'homines' and 
'burgenses' are hynonyms (Hist, of 
Boroughs, 4H4, 48s, 519, 6Ga, 1157, li 



/teijr. 



' Gurgensibu^ noitru de Andevera ' : 
t. Chan., 93. 
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gate of other franchises — freedom from toll throughout the 
realm, etc. — which a mere village did not possess \ 



§3. 

Municipal Incorporation. 

Intimately connected with the question of the place of the 
Gild Merchant in the conception * liber burgus' is that of 
Its relation to early municipal incorporation. It is the pre- 
vailing opinion that Merewether and Stephens definitely 
cleared up this subject ; but their views are misleading and, 
in part, wholly untenable. They err, above all, in their * great j 
discovery' that there are no charters of municipal incor-l 
poration prior to the year 1439 *. It can be demonstrated \ 
that towns were formally incorporated a century earlier ^ 



*■ A passage in the Ipswich records 
(toL ii p. I as) seems to imply that the 
Gild Merchant was confined to cities 
and boroughs. The right to trade 
freely, and to control local commerce 
and industry implied an amount of 
general freedom of action that was 
incompatible with the condition of a 
oommnnity bound to the soil by villein 
tenare, or hampered with the restric- 
tions of an unprivileged village.— For 
the connection between the Gild and 
freedom from toll throughout the realm, 
tee above, p. 44. The almost invari- 
able jnxta-position of these two privi- 
leges in the charters is probably not 
accidental. — So, likewise, 'gilda mer- 
catoria* and 'firma burgi' probably 
went together, or, at least, the one 
wonld tend to lead to the other. For 
the possession and control of the local 
tolls, without which the powers of the 
GUd would have been incomplete, 
constituted an important item in the 
local revenues farmed by the bur- 



* Hist, of Boroughs, pp. v., xxxiii., 7, 
55»78x»9i8, 919, 1013,3311. 
' For examples of * communitas ' 



unequivocally used ia the legal ab- 
stract sense in 33 Edward I,. 4 Ed- 
ward III, 22 Edward III, and 40 Ed- 
ward HI, see vol. ii. pp. 18, 34, 36, 107. 
354. The earliest charter of incorpora- 
tion that I can find any trace of, is one 
of Edward III to Coventry. The king 
at the instance of Queen Isabella, who 
had a life tenure of the manor of Chey- 
lesmore in Coventry, granted, January 
20th, 1345 : * dictis hominibus de 
Couentre tenentibus dicti Manerii quod 
ipsi et coram heredes et successores 
Commimitatem inter se decetero habeant, 
et Maiorem et Balliuos idoneos de se- 
ipsis eligere et creare possint annuatim,* 
etc. The mayor is to have a seal for the 
recognizance of debts. The burgesses are 
to have a gaol and cognition of pleas, 
to be held by the said mayor and bailiffs 
(Record Ofl&ce, Charter Roll 18 Edw. 
Ill, m. I ; cf. Pat. Roll 19 Edw. Ill, 
p. 3, m. 6; Add. MS., Mus. Brit, 
26085, fT. 76-77). This charter of Ed- 
ward III is again spoken of in records 
of 25 Edw. Ill and 45 Edw. Ill ^Madox, 
Collections, Addit. MS. 4531, fT. 4, 23). 
— The next grant of a * communitas ' is 
to Hedon, 22 Edw. Ill; see vol. ii. p. 
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True the formula or incorporation differs somewhat from that 
of Henry the Sixth's charters, being much simpler than the 
latter; but this was due to the fact that the jurists had not 
yet shrouded the notion in misty complexity ; even after the 
reign of Henry the Sixth the formula underwent changes, 
corresponding to a further development of the idea, or to 
its further sublimation by the juridical mind '. It does not 



107.— In IS Rich. II the men at B«s- 
ingSoke received > royal charter wbich, 
after a. preamble ledtJog that the king 
Cnmmiwratcd with the lonnsircn in 
their gnat loss by conflagialion (' ignis 
infoitaaiam ') , proceeds to incorporate 
them : ' conces^mus, pro nobis et 
heredibo* oosdii, hominibus ville pre- 
tlicle qnod ipii, heiedes et soccessores 
gni vnam CommuDitalem perpetoam de 
tdpsli et nnum CommoQC SigillDin 
habe^nt imperpetuum. Quare volnmui,' 
etc. (Rcc. Office, Charter Roll 15 Rich. 
n. No. 15, Feb. II)— Turning lo an- 
other clut of aources, I find that already 
in the time of Henry III, Brncton ap- 
plies the term ' tmiversltas ' to lovms 
(De LeEibiu, L 450 ; cl. ibid., i. 58;. — 
In the salt between the abbot aod bar. 
geiKsofBnrySLEdmund's.33~34Edw.I 
(vol. ii. pp. 3J-3S)i Ae j'ndges finally 
c that Ibe abbot can appoint nnd 
rtmove the alderman of the borough ; 
they also decide »ome olhtr points in 



abbot't bvo 



, pving a 












their tcuoDS : 
Nicbolsnteta 
Don habcntes, 

lii capaces tanqaam vna comnmnilas, 
cnm de tcipui non habeant capitanenm. 
etc., preler Abbalem, dominiun suDm ' 
(Rec Office, Tower Misc. Rolls, iji)- 
— In a plea of 4 Edw. II Lynn li spoken 
of a* a * corpna.' Herle : ' Non est 
qe cest un cuitame regard a 
chetcun pcrsone Kpirate mes ceste cas- 
in comminalte come a un corps ' 
(Vear Books, Edw. II, :o3>,— In a luit 
between tbe men uf Great Yarmouth 
and those of Little Yarmimtli, in the 
c reign, we find these words ; — ' cl 
iicli Hurgenscs dc Magna J, dicunt 



qitod di<:ti homines dc parua J - . - 
audiri non delienl, [iroeo quod non sunt 
de nliqna Commuoilale, nee Commane 
Sigillum habent,nec aliquod Jus in per- 
lonis affirroanl ' (Rec Office, Close Roll 
19 Edw. n, m. 1 0.— In the Year Books 
of Edward III the doctrine of iocor- 
poratiOQ is tnoie fully italed: ' Londres 
q'est nn Comin.iltie, come an sfnguler 
person qe poit aver action per nosme de 
common, come un sole person ai'eroit' 
(Liber Assisamm. 6], 19 Edw. III). 
' La comminalty de Londres qe e*t 
perpetuel el d'anllqaily, qe est un gros,' 
etc. . ■ . ' la City eat perpetuel.' etc. . ■ . 
' le prime Conuninaltie dc la City eit 
un groa et on corps de purchocer franlc- 
tencmCDts.' etc libid,, 311, 41) Edw. 
Ill; see also ibid., 101, 31 Edw. 
III).— The Slalnle of is Rich. II, c. s. 
speaks of * Mayors, bailiflfs, and com- 
mons of cities, boroughs, and other 
towns which have a perpetual common- 
alty ('commune perpetuel';.— In i^ll 
(13 Hen. IV) the townsmen of Ply- 
tnoulh petition that they may yearly 
elect a mayor, and that they may be an 
incorporated body so ob to purchase 
tenements without royal licence : ' El 
(j'ils, lour heirs, et lour successours, 
Mieot un Corps corporat pur purch*i;er 
franc tenement a teime de vie, ou en 
fee. sans licence roial ' (Rot. Pari., iiL 
663).— The two towns of Drogheda 
were united in 14 Henry lY. and made 
a 'corporate' county (Munic. Corp. 
Com.. Irel., p S08:.— In like iDanner it 
wonld be easy to add examples of muni- 
cipal incorporation for the reign of 
Henry V and the early part of ibc reign 
of Henry VI. 

' The Suiiile of ij Rich. II, c. 5, 
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signify whether the words of incorporation are simply * com- 
munitas perpetua/ or ' communitas perpetua et corporata,' or 
* corpus corporatum et politicum ' ; the context plainly shows 
that substantially one and the same privilege is conveyed ^ 
In fact, it is certain that the abstract, subjective * communitas 
perpetua' — ^the 'communitas' regarded as a burghal franchise 
-^had been already evolved from the concrete, objective 
community ; in other words, that the technical or metaphorical 
notion of municipal incorporation was familiar to Englishmen 
as early as the reign of Edward I. Moreover, long before 
this juridical conception of an artificial civic body came into 
being, the borough had what may with propriety be called 
a natural corporate existence ; it was an aggregate body 
acting as an individual, making bye-laws, having a common 
seal \ holding property in succession, and appearing in courts 



which extended Edward Vs Statute of 
Mortmain to cities and boroughs, was 
probably the main cause of the great 
increase in the number of charters of 
incorporation in the Bfteenth century, 
and of the more complex formulation 
of the latter conception. In many 
cases, like that of Plymouth mentioned 
in the preceding note, the raison (fitre 
of incorporation is expressly stated to be 
to ensible ihe buigesiUfi; lb &6()tilre- la&dT 

"SM the charters' 6rHein7"Vl to Soulh- 
ampton and Ipswich (Addit. MS., Mus. 
Brit., 4530. ff. 155-165), and Year 
Booksy 39 Hen. VI, p. 13. Cf. Gneist, 
Vcrf. und Verw., ii. 504, 505 ; Cox, 
Elections, 187. 

* The arguments of Merewethcr and 
Stephens in support of their view that 
municipal incorporation was entirely 
unknown anterior to the reign of Henry 
VI, are often wholly unintelligible, or 
prove just the reverse of their own pro- 
position. For example, they lay great 
stress uptm the occurrence of the term 
' heirs * instead of *■ successors * in town 
charters before the fifteenth century 
(Hist, of Boroughs, pp. xxi., 422, 439. 
528, ci fHiss,), But ' successors ' occurs 



in a multitude of charters and other 
records relating to boroughs under the 
three Edwards, and even earlier. Hence 
to adopt their own argument, municipal 
incorporation must have begun at least 
as early as the reign of Edward I. For 
some examples of this use of ' heirs and 
successors ' or ' successors * alone in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, see 
above, p. 93, n. 3 ; vol. ii. pp. 50, 107, 

i5i» 355. 375» 385. 386; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1877, p. 581 ; 1881, p. 269 ; Plac. 
de q. War., 618, 620 ; Hunt, Bristol, 59 ; 
Seyer, Charters of Bristol, 28, 30 ; 
D' Alton, Drogheda,i. 158 ; Dale, Harw., 
212 ; ArcbKol. Journal, xxix. 351 ; 
Cox, Elections, 187 ; Sinclair, Wigan, i. 
103 ; Addit. MS., Mus. Brit., 31294, if. 
I, 12 (A.D. 1309); Mackerell, L>'nn, 
200 ; Madox, Firma Burgi, 44, 56 ; 
Chartae Hibemiae, 37, 49, etc. These 
examples arc all anterior to the reign 
of Rich. II, and could be easily multi- 
plied. 

* The burgesses of Ipswich had a 
common seal before 1201 (vol. ii. p. 
hi). Sec also ii. 141, 221. In 1305 the 
townsmen of Salisbury, in order to be 
relieved from the obligation of paying 
tallage to the Bishop of Salisbury, sur- 
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1 of law'. The forma! incorporation of boroughs in tlie four- 
■J teenth and fifteenth centuries did not materially alter the 
town constitution^; it was, in most cases, merely a recog- 
nition of existing franchises with a stronger accentuation, 
and a more precise formulation, of the right of independent 
action as a collective personality, with a distinctive name, — 
especially as regards the holding of real property'. In the 
sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries the term 
'corporation' was more commonly applied to a 'select' govern- 
ing body, which, since the fourteenth century, had gradually 
usurped the earlier popular government in most boroughs*; 
with these later close corporations our inquiry is not par- 
ticularly concerned. 

We cannot stop to investigate in detail how the various 

I discordant elements of the borough were, during the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, gradually fused together into one 
homogeneous body, with its common seal, its common purse, 
common officers, common privileges, and common obligations, 
so that all the parts acted together harmoniously, 'quasi cor 
unum et anima una^' The idea of the community as an 
abstract personality — a political 'corpus," an 'ens rationis' — 



rendered Ihe tnayorally of tbeir city 
tad Iheir othel burghal privileges lo 
the king : they also promised to tar- 
rendcr their common teal. .Sec Rot. 
Pari. i. 175,176: Hoait, Modem Willi, 
»'. 73. 74. 73S. 739; Ryley, Pl.cits. 
176, Early in the leign of Edvr. Ill 
K comiDoa teal wu oude by the tawns- 
meo of St. Albon'i : ' Fiebat tntcrea 



ligillam.onici: 






aliii regni burgis lam le quam nomine 
coiuoDa.' Bat in 6 Edw, III ihcy re- 
nounced tbeir liberties before the Keeper 
of the Bolk of the Chancery, and de- 
livered to him their Kal. praying that 
hv would destroy it. See Waliingham, 
Gctla Abbat, li. 115, 1601 Madox. 
Fitma Buigi, 140 

' Madox, Finna Bnrgi, 54-1:41 
Coole, Romans, 375; Cox, 187: Stubbs, 
Const. Hisi.. ill, 6ii. See the enrly 



use of the lerm« 'societas" and 'com. 
muna,' as applied 10 the butghal com- 
munity, in Btomelield, Norf,, iii. 34, 
and Abbrev. Pint, 65. 

* This Mercvr. and Siephena admit 
(Hist, of Boroughs, 941 \ 

' The five characterislic* of muni- 
cipal incorporation in the folly de- 
veloped form were power 10 hold pro- 
perty in sncccaaion, the right to plead 
in courts of law, power to make bye- 
lavs, and the possesion of a common 
seal and a distinctive name. All of 
these, except the last, arc mentionMl in 
municipal charlets of the fourteenth 
ccnlnry. 

' Mnnic. Corp. Com. 18.15. ^P- 
17. 18: Palgrave, Corp. Reform. 56. 
For the growth o( the «elc<;l governing 
body see below, p. 1 10, 

» Tliotpe. Dipl, AngI,. 616. 
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gradually emerged from, and was substituted for, the older 
conception * liber burgus ^.' The * firma burgi,' which implied 
a collective responsibility of the burgesses, necessitating joint 
action on their part, and, in their relations to the king or 
mesne lord, transforming them from an agglomeration of 
separate tenants into a responsible aggregate individual ; the 
privilege of pleading exclusively within the borough and the 
return of writs, which severed their courtsjiiom- the irksome 
contrgLofthe sheriff, strengthening their judicial individuallfy; 
freedom from all kinds of toll throughout the realm, which 
not only contributed much to their general prosperity, but also 
frequently led to energetic action against other towns refusing 
to allow the exercise of this immunity^; the mayoralty, which 
gave them a chief officer of their own election, who personified 
the independent management of their own burghal affairs ^ ; — 
these were some of the franchises of the old * liber burgus ' 
that helped to develop * esprit de corps ', and a feeling of cohe- 
rence, unity, and independence, and prepared the way for the 
later notion of technical municipal incorporation. To this 
category of powerful affinities must be added the Gild Mer- 
chant The latter was from the outset a compact body 
emphatically characterized by fraternal solidarity of interests, 
a protective union that naturally engendered a consciousness 



^ If any phrase in the town charters 
of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
indicated incorporation or its connter- 
part, it was certainly this ('villa sit 
liber burgus*). Words like 'in per- 
petnum* are sometimes added to the 
latter (Rot Chart., 1 1 8 ^. 'Liber burgus ' 
also often formed a part of the later 
fhlly developed formula of incorpora- 
tion. 

* See aboye, p. 44, n. 6 ; vol. ii. pp. 

173-174. 

* ' Factnm Mnioris in hiis que tan- 

g;iint Commiinitatem 'est factum ipsius 
Communitatis * (Abbrev. Plac, 273, 9 
Edw. I). The passage relating to 
Liverpool in Plac. de quo War., 381, 

VOL- !• H 



also shows the importance attached by 
the burgesses to this privilege of having 
a chief officer of their own election. 
When the king suspended the liberties 
of a borough, the first and most im- 
portant change was the substitution of 
one or more royal wardens in the place 
of the mayor or other head officer of 
the town. At the same time, the royal 
bailiffs of the county would often treat 
the borough as a part of the * corpus 
comitatus': — * et vicecomes et ballivi 
Regis Comitatus faciant officia req^alia 
in prcdicta villa de Donewyco*'^Madox, 
Firma Hurgi, 155, 21 Edw. I^. See 
also ibid., 51-53 ; Loftie, London, i. 
188. 



98 



C{)e 0iQ) 0@ecci)ant. 



[c. 



// of strength and a spirit of independence. As the same men 
generally directed the counsels of both the town and the 
Gild, there would be a gradual, unconscious extension of the 
unity of the one to the other, the cohesive force of the Gild 
making itself felt throughout the whole municipal organism. 
But the influence of the fraternity was material as well as 
moral. It constituted a bond of union between the hetero- 
geneous sokes of a borough; the townsmen might be ex- 
clusively amenable to the courts of different lords, but, if 
engaged in trade within the town, they were all members 
of one and the same Gild Merchant'. The independent 
regulation of trade also accustomed the burgesses to self- 
government, and constituted an Important step toward auto- 
^ nomy; the town judiciary was always more dependent upon 
i the crown or mesne lord than was the Gild Merchant. 

Quite distinct from the question of the influence of the Gild 
Merchant upon the early growth of the municipal corporation 
is that of its relation to this conception after the latter had 
fully developed into a juridical abstraction. Many writers 
assert that ' Gilda Mercatoria ' was simply the grant of such 
formal incorporation; in other words, that 'communitas' or 
' communa,' in this abstract sense, and Gild Merchant were 
synonymous terms. Thus Madox in one of his manuscripts 
affirms that ' when a town was embodied, it was said to have 
a Gilda Mercatoria and a Hansa*.' According to Thomp.son 
the Gild Merchant was the ' tangible embodiment and cor- 
porate realisation of the community ^.' 



' See above, pp. 56,67; vol.ii.p.37S ; 
Rjrmer, Foedcm, i. 41. 

* Addit.MS..Miii. Urlt., 4^31, fol. 100 ; 
Finna Bargi, 17. Madox wns evidently 
in doobt an thii point. Ojipusite the 
■boTe-menlioned note in hit monatcilpt 
be bu Uic words ' Lay this aiide oa 
nieleia.' through which, however, a line 
ii diaWD. ai though the writer hid 
again changed his view* on the mbjecl. 

* Tbompion, Munic. Hist., 100 ; cf. 



Gent. Magat., 1S51. vol. 31;. p. 596. 

UiEnlano, English Gilds, pp. idii.- 
xovi. ; Brady. Treatise, 17, 47, 77; 
Coote, Roniana, 412: Hum, Brittol, 
54; Loftie. Lond., i. 166; Cauiton, 
Election^ cliv, ; Antiq. Migai., ii, Ig, 
30. Most of these writen make ' gilda 
oiercfttoria ' — ' communitas ' ■- ' libcc 
burgui ' -= fornml incoiporatioa. Dr. 
Slubbs'iviewion this subject are not very 



cHAP.vi.]3lnfluence upon si^tmicipal Constitution. 99 



Before proving the speciousness of this view, two conces- 
sions must be made. First, it is quite possible that the gilds 
in general, and especially the social-religious gilds, exerted 
some influence upon the formation of the technical idea of 
incorporation. Their compact organization, the complete- 
ness of their unity, might easily suggest a resemblance to a 
personal entity. Hence formal incorporation of burghal in- 
stitutions may have begun, as some writers assert, with the 
gilds ; at all events, gilds occur among the earliest examples 
of express incorporation ^ Moreover, some towns were 
governed by a social-religious gild, which seems to correspond 
to the later technical corporation, though not identical with 
the latter \ 

Secondly, it cannot be denied that the word ' communitas' 
in the concrete sense was applied to the Gild Merchant ^ 
But this was also true of other gilds, of mere villages, 
hundreds, counties, religious orders, etc. *, * communitas ' being 
a generic term of broad application. Thus within the borough 



dearly expressed ; he generally leaves the 
impression that the Gild Merchant was 
tantamount to the * communitas/ though 
he seems at times to incline to the 
opposite opinion (^Const. Hist., i. 464, 
4^7» 475-477» 481, »i- 604; Select 
Charters, 265). 

^ Merew. and Stephens, 825, 840, 
846; Kyd, Corporations, i. 63. Cf. 
Norton, Comment., 25, 26 ; Gneist, 
Verf. und Verw., ii. 504. By a royal 
patent of 16 Rich. II, certain persons 
in Boston were allowed to found a fra- 
ternity, and to have an alderman ; ' et 
quod idem Aldermannus placitare et 
impladtare ; ac accionem ad communem 
legem per nomen Aldermanni habere, 
necnon vnnm commune sigillum facere 
possint ; ' and they may hold land of the 
annual value of ^10 (Rec. Office, Pat. 
Roll, 16 Rich. II, p. 2, m. 20). In 20 
Rich. II the members of the fraternity 
of St. Mary in Dorchester were incor- 
porated under a distinctive name, and 



were made ' persones habiles et capaces 
ad fadendum, recipiendum, lucrandum 
et perdcndum in curiis et placeis nos- 
tris' (ibid., ao Rich. II, p. i, m. 29). 
The fact that most gilds held property! 
will probably explain why they were) 
among the earliest cases of incorpo-f 
ration. | 

'* Above, p. 84, note. In a record 
of 10 Henry IV relating to a craft frater- 
nity, ' gildated * is used in juxtaposition 
with ' incorporated,^ but whether as a 
synonym or in a distributive sense is not 
clear: 'quadam arte vocata Lynnen- 
wevercraft numquam incorporata vd 
gildata* (Mad ox, Firma Burgi, 2c 6). 

' Vol. ii. pp. 49, 104, 139, 173. 241. 

^ English Gilds, pp. xxii., xxiii., 201 ; 
IJber Cust., 1 26 ; Madox, Firma Burgi, 
36, 82, 88, 89, and £xch., i. 261, 744 ; 
Rot. Pari., i. 4,6, 161, ii. 212 ; Abbrev. 
Plac, 264 ; Record of Caem., 46, 84 ; 
vol. ii. p. 280, n. I. 
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'community' there were various minor ' communities ',' 
prominent among which was the Gild Merchant. 

The non-identity of the Gild community and the borough 
community, in the concrete sense, has already been proved 
in a preceding chapter'-; passages were there cited in which 
the community of the Gild and that of the borough were 
plainly distinguished or even contrasted. But as the concrete 
'communitas' is really the substratum of the legal, abstract 
' communitas,' what is true of the relation of the one to the 
Gild would, in the main, apply to the other. In confirmation 
of this conclusion that 'Gilda Mercatoria ' was not identical 
with ' communitas ' in the sense of formal municipal incor- 
poration, many additional arguments may be advanced, In 
those very transactions in which the borough acts as a cor- 
porate entity, in conveyances of property, covenants, picas, 
etc., the town 'community' is very frequently mentioned', 
the Gild Merchant scarcely ever, the two terms never being 
used interchangeably. Nor does ' Gilda Mercatoria ' appear 
in any document where it can be indisputably construed as a 
legal abstraction like 'communitas; ' it is always the concrete, 
tangible privilege whose signification we have pointed out in 
the preceding pages. The assumption that it was the formal 
grant of incorporation palpably perverts the meaning of many 
jpassages presented in the course of this inquiry. The pro- 
minence of the Gild Merchant in many dependent mesne 
(towns also shows that it was not tantamount to municipal 
I incorporation. But there are even more positive and cogent 
grounds favouring the adoption of this conclusion. In a ' quo 
warranto' of 4 Edward III, in which the claims of the bur- 
gesses of Bedford to certain liberties were investigated, the 



' Tliiu ' comniuiiUie deins commin- 
mltie' il tpoken of in 49 Edw. Ill, the 
foimet referriDg tu a gild, the Utter to 
Ihe City of London »s ■ whole (Liber 
AHiMrnn. 31 1 ).— The lerm 'commnnH' 
is often applied lo boroughi in charten 
of Hear} III, gtaettWy in the cIbdip 



rclHling to immnnfty of nnest for the 
dehl8 of other persons, 'nisi forte ipsi 

(<: e. Blomcfield, Norf, iii 50 ; PonUon, 
Bererlflc, 71I. 

' AbOTe, pp. 65-70. 

' FirmB Burgi, 115-131- 
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Gild Merchant and the right to have a * communitas ' are 
discussed as two entirely separate things ^. In like manner, 
^ communitas/ used in this same abstract sense, and the Gild 
Merchant are mentioned as distinct ideas in a charter granted 
to Hedon, 22 Edward III * ; in a record relating to Bristol, 
46 Edward III ^ ; and in a dispute between the burgesses and 
the abbot of Bury St. Edmund's, 33 Edward I \ During the 
reign of Edward III the men of Coventry received two 
charters, one bestowing upon them a * communitas/ another 
granting them a Gild Merchant ^ Moreover, in many town 
charters of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries, 
the Gild and the formal incorporation of the borough appear 
simultaneously as two privileges that are manifestly not 
r^arded as identical ^ 

If we accept Dr. Stubbs's view that the erection of a * com- 
muna' in London in 1191 was intended as a recognition of 
the city's corporate existence '^, this event constitutes another 
proof of what we have just asserted. For, whatever the 
precise nature of this commune may have been, the assump- 
tion that it was the Gild Merchant is untenable ^ It is 
equally wrong to identify the old French * commune ' with 
the mercantile fraternity of England — two widely divergent 
institutions. The former was essentially a political, the other 
a commercial, privilege ® ; the one was, in many cases, a 
revolutionary growth ^^, the other the outcome of a peaceful 



and vol. ii. 



* Vol. ii. pp. 17-18. 
' Vol. ii. pp. 107-108. 
» Vol. ii. p. 354. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 31-36. 

• Above, p. 93, n. 3 ; 

pp. 49» 50. 

• Above, p. 15, n. 2 ; vol. ii. pp. 250, 

>73» 393 ; Charters of Ludlow, 7, 1 1 ; 
Jewitt, Plym., 244, 249 ; Fox. Pontef., 
21 ; Parker, Wycombe, App., 26, 27 ; 
Dnncamb^ Heref., i. 356, 359 ; Syden- 
ham, Poole, 180-182; Fraser, Elections, 
i., App., p. vii. ; Street, Grantham, 107 ; 
Tomlinsoo, Done., 31 ; Merew. and 



Stephens, 970, 998, 1000, looi, 1035, 
1240, 1 241, 1493, 1620, 1621 ; Raine, 
North Durham, 145, 148. In most of 
these cases the grant of the Gild does 
not stand in juxtaposition to the for- 
mula of incorporation ; hence it cannot 
be claimed that the former is a part of 
the latter. 

^ Stubbs, Charters, 265, 308 ; Const. 
Hist., i. 463, 707 ; Hoveden, Chronica, 
iii. p. Ixxviii. 

• Above, p. 21. 

» Slubbs, Charters, 265. 

^' Ceuleneer, Communes, 169, 170. 
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development. The French commune embraced the totah'ty 
of the town government and of the bui^esses, and it implied 
incorporation^; neither of these characteristics belongs to the 
early Gild Merchant. Finally, in the words of Dr. Stubbs,the 
commune jacks 'the ancient. e lement_of festive, religious, or 
ii^eiC ftntile association which is so co nspicuous in tTieTiistory 
of the guild i',' In the many charters grantcdTiy/ohn'TTld 
other English kings to the towns of France^ and England, 
the ' communa ' of the former is never confounded with the 
' Gilda Mercatoria ' of the latter. 

The only plausible argument in favour of the view that the 
Gild was identical with 'communitas' or 'communa,' in the 
corporate sense of the term, is the passage in Glanvil! : ' Si 
quis nativus quietc per unum annum et ununi diem in aliqua 
villa privilegiata manscrit, ita quod in eorum communam, 
scilicet gildam. tanquam civis, reccptus fuerit, eo ipso a 
villenagio liberabitur *.' In some tcxls ' communem gildam" 
appears instead of ' communam, scilicet gildam * ' ; the best 
manuscripts in the British Museum and Bodleian Library 
have the latter reading". But the whole clause 'ita ... 
fuerit' may be a gloss added in the thirteenth century. In- 
deed, this appears quite probable when we consider that a 
corresponding passage in the records of the twelfth century 
does not have this clause''. But conceding that these are 
Glanvill's own words, then we must contend that he did not 
refer to incorporation or to the French commune; for the 
privileged towns of England under Henry II and his im- 



' Giiy, St. Omn, 154, 16s; W«ni- 
kdoig, FUod.. i. 334, 335, 3ss i Madox, 
Finiw Bnrgi, 3s. 

' Stnbbi, Contt. Hist, t 479. 

* Kol. Chart , 74. 13) ; Madoi, Finn* 
Bnrgi. 35. sad Eich., L 51J i Gay, tittb. 
de KoncD, L 47, 439. 

' SHibb», Chait«i, 161 i AcU Pari. 



Scot., 



M7 

• Houard, TraW*. i. 444. 

* CoIlon,Ctaud.D.ii.,(ot.85; llailcy 



746, fot. 10 b ; Bodl. 5G4, fol. 1 7 ; Bodl. 
5<)ii. fgl. 31. A frirad at Oxford kiodljr 
examined the last (wo MSS. for me, 
The abbrevialion *■.' in the last three 
majf stand for 'scilicet' or ' sive'; the 
Colton MS. Iiai 'sc' Bodl, 564 has 
' commnniam ' I the others •communam.' 
In the Hartcy MS. Mta' la foliowcd 
by ' afcilicei] quod," etc. 
' See above, pp. 30, 59. 
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mediate successors had but little autonomy. London, the 
most privileged of them all, did not receive a grant of 
the 'communa' until 1191. We must construe 'communa* 
not as equivalent to, but restrictive of, *gilda/ Thus 
Glanvill — or the later glossator — knowing that the word 
'communa' in the concrete sense was used in English 
towns to apply to various bodies, added the words * scilicet 
gilda' to clear up any doubt as to which *communa' he 
meant. A modification of this interpretation is to explain 
* in communam scilicet gildam ' (or * in communem gildam ') 
as meaning merely * in common charges,' in * geld,* with the 
burgesses^. Strongly in favour of this view is the wording 
of a corresponding passage in a charter of Henry II to 
Lincoln : * si aliquis . . . manserit in civitate Lincolnie . . . et 
dederit consuetudines,' etc.^ Here, as the context of this 
document and other contemporary records of Lincoln clearly 
demonstrate, ' dederit consuetudines ' equals * dederit gildas ' 
or being *in gilda ^' A stipulation concerning villeins in 
many town charters of the thirteenth century is, as has been 
already stated, open to this same construction *. 

My interpretation of the Gild as something distinct from 
municipal incorporation is, I am aware, at variance with that 
of most legal writers. Coke, who is generally referred to as 
the authority on this point, informs us that in ancient times 
the inhabitants or burgesses of a town were incorporated 
when the king granted them * Gilda Mercatoria *.* This 
doctrine has often been maintained in courts of law, and 



* This is the view of Cox, Elections, 
174, and Merewether and Stephens, 350 ; 
biit they do not attempt to prove it. 
For ' commune * « a common payment 
see Dn Cange, Gloss., ' commune ' (i) ; 
see also Madox, Finna Burgi, 270 
Cqnietae de Communitate et Geldis 
Bnigi Hontendoniae '), and cf. ibid., 
aSo. 

* Rymer, Foedera, i. 40. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 146, 378. Cf. * ad 
gildas et consuetudines * in the charter 



given by Kymer. — * Consuetndo ' was 
also similarly used as a substitute for 
* community.' See vol. ii. pp. 34, 182, 
351, 378 ; Blomefield, Norf. iii. 34. 

* .See above, p. 59. 

' * Et fuit bien observe que dauncient 
temps inhabitants on Burgesses dun 
ville on Burgh fuerent incorporat quant 
Ic Roy graunt a eux daver Guildam 
Mercatoriam ' (Reports, Pt. x. 30), Cf. 
vol. ii. pp. 200, 269. 
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sometimes with success'. Nevertheless, it must be regarded 
as the arbitrary interpretation of an eminent jurist, which 
came to be thoughtlessly accepted as a fact by most legal 
and historical scholars^ 

A parallel perversion of the truth is to be found in the 
history of the ' firma burgi ' and some other municipal privi- 
leges. From the time of Edward IV, the possession of fee- 
jjarin by a town was held is the courts of law to imply 
municipal incorporation; but no historian would now venture 
to assert that previous to this reign, or even afterwards, the 
grant of 'firma burgi' actu.iUy embraced formal incorpoia- 
tion. But the figment, originally the emanation of some 
jurist's fertile brain, came to be regarded as a trustworthy pre- 
cedent for judgment in the law courts ^ — Well may Madox 
exclaim : ' One general Figurative notion of Incorporeity hath 
produced many fictions*.' 

It is quite probable that Coke's erroneous interpretation of 
the Gild may be traced to the same source as another even 
more unwarranted. Many law books define 'Gilda Merca- 
toria' as the right to hold pleas of land ^ The main authority 



' Vol. ii. pp. JG9, 170; Ellon in 
Enc>c firit., xviL 30 ; Mcrcw. uid 
Stepbcns, pp. 1854, 1874. 

■ Sec Rolle.Abridgm., 1.513; Viner, 
Abridgment, vi. i6j ; Luden, Elec- 
tiani, ii. 341 ; Stephen, New Commen- 
Urie3, iii. 10^ BUckHouc, I 4511 
Thompson, E»s«y, 100, 101; ; Tyrrell, 
Hill- of Engl,, iii. Ft. ii. App. 181,186; 
Ilerben, Livery Comp.. i. »B ; Coolc, 
Rooians, 376 ; Hunt, Charters of Bath, 
78 ; Worth in Devon. Astoc., Proc., 
xn. 744- 

' Viner, Abr., »i. 363 ; IJicon, Abt., 
ii. 154; Merew.uid Stephens, pp. xiiiv., 
xxzviii.-ix., a 1 4, 354. Cf. >Uu Stnbbs. 
Const. HiM., i. 467, 468 1 Kyd, Cor- 
purkdoiu, 1. 43: Archaeologia, ii. 319. 
In like tnuuier it wu held that either 
the privilege of being eiempt from toll 
ot the right to hare ■ mayor implied 
legal incorporation. See Brooke. Abr,, 
cd. 1573, i. lyo ; Tinditioos of Newport, 



etc., iv. ]) ; Viner, vl. 164; cf. oliio 
Sliibbs, Chaners, 165, 308 ; Freeman, 
Eieter, 59. 74.^Somc towns, even after 
ihcy had been formally incorporated, 
had no mayor (Madoit, Finna Burgi, 
a8, ay). 
' Addit MS., Brit. Mas., 4531. fol. 

' See Cowel's Intecprcler and Blount's 
Law Diet, onder 'gild merchant'; 
Archacol. Amoc, Journal, uxvi. 179; 
Drake, Ebotacum, App. ixxii. ; Turner, 
Merchant linild of Lewes, 9G; Simp- 
■oQ, Lancaiter, 179, The atattitcs of 
37 Edw. Ill and 15 Rich. U. which 
arc someEinm cited to prove ihi« 
stalemeni, do not afford anji evidence 
in support of it. A record given la 
vol. ii. p. 108, affirms that the Gild 
Merchant waa a court which had juris- 
dicliun in various pleas, ' so the same 
do MM conccni the title of lands.' 
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for this statement cited by them is a writ of the reign of 
Richard II directing that a certain plea of novel disseisin 
should not be held outside the city of Winchester, because 
the latter's charter stated that no one belonging to the Gild 
Merchant of Winchester should plead without the walls of 
the town ^. Now Coke quotes this same writ in support of 
his view that the grant of the Gild signified formal incorpora- 
tion. How either meaning could have been derived from the 
above-mentioned passage, it is not easy to conceive^^ 



To sum up the conclusions reached in this chapter, we may 
state: that the influ ence of the G ild Merchant manifest ed 
itself, n ot in the origin, but i n the development, o f the muni- 
cipal constitutiooj that it was one of the most important 
privil^es constituting the * liber burgus ' of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries ; and that, in conjunction with other 
liberties, it aidfil Lin evolving the later legal idea of tec l mical 
mu nicipal incorporati on, but was never actually equivalent to 
the latter. — I have omitted all mention of one interesting 
phase of the influence of gilds on the development of the 
borough constitution, namely, that of the craft fraternities. 
This subject, together with the relation of the crafts to the 
Gild Merchant, will be discussed in the next chapter. 

^ Kegistrum Omnium Brevium, 219; cf. vol. ii. p. 258. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



The Gild Merchant and Craft Gilds. 



When we study the municipal history of the principal 
countries of Europe, we are struck by the existence of certain 
features common to all of them ^ Nevertheless, each country 
maintains an individuality of its own. This is particularly 
true of England. The Norman Conquest by strengthening 
the crown gave a particular direction and a peculiar colouring 
to the whole course of English municipal history. There was 
in England no *communa' as in France and Flanders, no 
federation like the * Stadtebund ' of Germany ^ or the * Her- 
mandad ' of Spain, no oligarchic ' summum convivium ' as in 
Denmark, no fierce conflict between patricians and craftsmen 
as in the Netherlands, Switzerland, and Germany, no civic 
* imperia in imperio ' as in Italy. A potent royal prerogative 
like that of England was not congenial to the growth of such 
institutions. It is then radically wrong to transplant certain 
prominent features of the burghal development on the con- 
tinent to Great Britain, without other evidence than that of 
analogy. Even where the lines of development are in great 
part parallel, care must be taken not to confuse the one with 
the other, as many writers have done in ti eating of the history 
of English crafts. 



^ The affiliation of medieval boroaghs 
affords a good example of this. See 
Appendix K. 

• The Cinque Ports, though a very 
powerful body, whose history is of 
national importance, never had the in- 
dependence and political signification 
of the German municipal federations. 
Concerning the five Danish Burghs 



which ^seern to have been associated 
together, little l<; known (see Palgrave, 
Common w., i. 644, ii. p. ccxcv). The 
union of Dublin, Coik, Limerick, and 
Drogheda in 1285 was of little import- 
ance (Gilbert, Documents, 196). The 
only federation worthy of comparison 
with those of the continent is to be 
found in Scotland. See Appendix D. 
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We are particularly concerned with only one phase of this 
subject, namely, the relation of the craftsmen or artisans and 
their associations to the Gild Merchant. It is necessary at 
i the outset to emphasise the fact that, generally speaking, 
craftsmen were freely admitted to the Gild Merchant in the 
twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries ^. The term 
merchant, as is well known, was not in those days confined 
to large dealers, but embraced all who traded ^. The line of 
demarcation between merchant and craftsman was not yet' 
sharply defined. Every master craftsman was regarded as a 
merchant, for he bought his raw materials, and sold the 
products of his handiwork in his shop or at his stall, just 
as some coopers, shoe-makers, bakers, and other tradesmen 
still do at the present day. The glover bought his skins; 
the baker his com ; the butcher sold hides as well as meat ; 
the weaver, fuller, and dyer bought wool and woad, and sold 
cloth ; the tanner bought bark and hides, and sold leather ^ 
Craftsmen were not only admitted to the Gild Merchant, 
but also, in all probability, constituted the majority of its 
members. 

Most writers assert that the English Gild Merchant was 
the ruling body of the borough, an aristocracy of rich 



" Vol. ii. pp. 4, 6-8, 14, 60, 138, 143, 

197, 198, 205, a 10, aa;, 240, 245, 246, 

277' 313, 314. 3»6, 3a8, 334, 336, 340, 

345* 
' 'Mercator snperveniens in civitatem 

et trnsellum deferens* (Domesday, i. 

263). ' De mercatoribus, videlicet, pis- 

catoribns, factoribns pannonim, tanna- 

toribos,* etc (Rot. Hund., i. 531). 

'Mercmtor, de quacunque patria sit, 

portans mercimonia sua super dorsum 

suum, vocatns haukers,' 11 Hen. IV 

(Black Book of Winch., 5 b). See also 

▼oL u. pp. 8, 35, 1 32, 237, 358, 359, 378 ; 

Maseres, Hist. Angl., 42, 52 ; Poulson, 

Bcverlac i. 53, 255-257; Herbert, 

Liv. Comp., i. 23 ; Thompson, Munic. 

Hist, 14. 

» VoL a. pp. 144, 173, 205, 206, 254, 



274, 277, 293, 328, 336, 345, 358, 378» 
381, 382 ; Cunningham, Industry, 210 ; 
von Ochenkowski, no, 164; Welfitt, 
Minutes, No. 21 ; Placita Abbrev., 65 ; 
English Gilds, 210, 358, 384 ; Ferguson 
and Nanson, Carl., 28 ; Archaeol. Jour- 
nal, vi. 146, 147, ix. 79 ; Madox, Firma 
Burgi, 204; Ashley, Exon. Hist., 94, 
and Woollen Industry, 72 ; Liber Cust., 
130 ; Tate, Alnw., ii. 328-348 ; Nicholls 
and Taylor, Bristol, ii. 267. Early in 
the sixteenth century Armstrong speaks 
of * pore handy craft peple, which that 
wer wont to kcpe shoppes and servaunts, 
and hadd labour and levyng by making 
pyns, poynts, girdells, glovis, and all 
such other thyngs necessary for com on 
peple' (Pauli, Drei Volksw. Denk., 

39)- 
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merchants who tyrannized over the craftsmen, and debarred 
the latter from sharing in the mercantile privileges of the 
town '. But the truth is that a popular, and not an oligarchic, 
form of government prevailed in English boroughs of the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries^. The only plausible evi- 
dence advanced to support the theory of the general exclusion 
of craftsmen from the burghal and mercantile franchises, is 
the fact that in London, Beverley, Oxford, Marlborough, and 
Winchester, certain weavers and fullers did not enjoy the 
rights of full burgesses". But it is far more rational to con- 
sider the restrictions upon these artisans as exceptional, being 
probably due to the circumstance that they were regarded as 
alien intruders who were attempting to develop a compara- 
tively new branch of industry *. In later times wc meet with 



' Tbit is the view of the writers men- 
tioned below, p. 109, □, 3. 

' Sec,fore»juiiple.vol.ii. pp. iifi-113 
npiwigh) 1 the conititnlion of Ipiwich 
U eipreisly iMIed to be tike that of 
other free boroughs lii. 115, 117. i]3\ 

• Liber Cust, Ixi., 130, 131 (Kmfi. 
Edw.l); cf. Liber Albiu. 119; vdo 
Ocbenliowikl,6a; Ashley, Woollen Ind., 
»o, uid Econ. Hist., Si, 83. The ple« 
In Abbrev. Placit., 65, is sometimes 
cited to prove the nunc concemiog the 
fullers and dyets at Liacoln, but the 
words ' DOD habeat legem ncu commo- 
Diam com liberis civibui ' apply to the 
follcn only. The consuetBdioaiy of 
Winchester, which seems to be conlem- 
porar; with the douumenls in Liber 
Ctutumnnim, clearly admits tbe con- 
MructiOD that wcavera were allowed to 
etijojr the municipal franchise, and 
bcnce thai those documents applied 
onlf to an eiccplional class of petsons. 
SeeArchacol.Juumal.ix. 70, 77, 85. It 
is very doubtful whether the weavers, 
dyen, and fullers were of an inferior 
status in many towni of England, In 
the time of Henry II ind John the 
weavers of the city of York bavl the 
monopoly of the manufaclnrc of clolh 
in lhcwbolecounty(CloieKoll, 1.411,; 



these were important functions fur a 
body of men to possess who. we are 
told, were incapable of acquiring citi- 
lenship and were oppressed by the town 
autliorilics. Weavers were admitted to 
the Gild Merchant of Wycombe and 
Aodover early in the fotuleenth century 
(vol. ii. pp. 377, 336). At Chesterfield 
in 1194 only tiurgessei could be dyers, 
unless a satisfactory line was paid (vol. 
li. p, 46J. See also vol. ii. pp. 14, 60, 
iiD, 346, 313, 378 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 
18S1, p. 404; Thompson, Leic, 87; 
Cutts, Colch., ig4 ) and the listi of 
names referred to in vol. H pp. 14, 60, 
)10, and in Hoare, Modern Wilts, vi. 
78, 74J. These rolU of members of 
the Gild Merchant, some of which dale 
from the rclgn of Henry II, mention 
weavers, futlets. and dyers. What- 
ever may have been the status of wea vert 
and folleii in some towns of England 
during the twelfth and thirteenth ceO' 
turies, these rolls prove concluuvely that 
craftsmen, as a rule, were freely allowed 
to enter the Gild Merchant and to enjoy 
the other borghal franchises. 

* During the itign of Henry I many 
Flemish artisans, probably mainly con- 
nected with the woollen industry, settled 
in England. See Macpherson. Cum- 
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Dutch and French immigrants, engaged in these same occupa- 
tions, who suffered similar disabilities in some parts of Eng- 
land *. At Berwick-upon-Tweed in the thirteenth century the 
Flemings are said to have dwelt apart from the burgesses as 
a separate gild ^. If English craftsmen as a class were ex- 
cluded from any burghal franchises, we should certainly find 
much confirmatory evidence in contemporary records. But 
the latter, as I have pointed out, plainly indicate that crafts- 
men as a rule were allowed to participate in the municipal 
privileges, and were freely enrolled among the members of 
the Gild Merchant. 

As to a general struggle throughout England between the 
Gild Merchant and the craft gilds in the fourteenth, or any 
other, century, resulting in the victory of the latter and a 
democratisation of municipal government, all this is a myth, 
for the wide acceptance of which Brentano is mainly respon- 
sible '. Not a single unmistakable example of such a conflict 
has ever been deduced. The * Zunftrevolution ' of Germany 
was not possible in a country where royalty was potent *, and 

merce, L 316 ; Smiles, Huguenots, 451 ; London, i. ia8, 143, 167 ; Hunt, Bristol, 

Poulion, Beverlac, 57, 58. A compari- 63, and Bath Charters, 77 ; Ferguson 

ion of the two Winchester Sur\-eys in and Nanson, Carlisle, 24 ; Ferguson, 

Liber Winton. seems to indicate that Dormant Book, 300 ; Nicholls and 

weavers, fullers, and dyers established Taylor, Bristol, i. 152-158; Amery, 

themselves at Winchester during the Gild Merch. of Totnes, 181-182 ; Bain, 

reign of Henry I (Domesday, iv. 531- Aberdeen Gilds, 8, 11. Among the 

562; cf. Woodward, Hampsh.,i. 285). few writers who do not accept Bren- 

* Smiles. Huguenots in Eng., 463- tano*s view are Dr. Stubbs, Const. Hist., 
465; Bourne, Engl. Merchants, 78; i.475(butcf.iii. 607.60*^); Cunningham, 
Bum, Protestant Refugees, 6-12 ; Norf. Industry, 129, 130; von Ochenkowski, 
Antiq. Misc., iii. 189-9T. 58-62, 75. But they do not express 

* Robertson.Scotl. under Early Kings, themselves strongly enough on the sub- 
i, 179; Scott, Berwick, 61, 239. ject, though von Ochcnkowski*s protest 

* Brentano, Engl. Gilds, cxi.-cxiii., is quite emphatic. 

cxiz. Most English writers sen-ilely * Schmoller strikes the key-note of 

follow Brentano, or adopt his theory in the cause of the difference between the 

great part. Among these we will men- continental and the English develop- 

tion only: Walford in Antiq. Magaz., ments when he says, in speaking of 

ii. 20, 79, iirr76; Yeats, Guilds, 181 ; Strasburg : * Da keine Staatsgcwalt 

Ludlow in Contemp. Rev., xxi. 562 ; existirte, die von obcn herab hicr Hulfe 

Salvioni, Gilde, 76-81; Green, Short und Reform bringenkonntc, war zuniichst 

Hilt., 199 ; Ashley, Woollen Industry, die Zunftrevolution unvcrmcidlich * 

18-35, and Econ. Hist, 79-84; Loftie, rStrassburg*s BlUte, 34). In England 
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where the form of government in towns was, in great part, 
democratic. The change that actually took place in English 
municipal government during the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries was in the reverse direction from that portrayed by 
Brentano and his followers; the government in many towns 
gradually passed from the hands of the burgesses at large 
into those of a close, ' select ' body. We cannot stop to 
discuss the genesis of this important transformation. It was 
due to several factors, among which the apathy of the bur- 
gesses themselves — their anxiety to be rid of the burden of 
office-holding — and the increase of population, deserve to be 
emphasized. But the new, irresponsible governing body, as 
was to be expected, soon began to abuse its power; their 
unjust assessment of tallages and irregular administration of 
the civic finances soon led to dissensions, the people attempt- 
ing to regain their ancient power. In these troubles we scarcely 
ever meet with any mention of the Gild Merchant, and rarely 
with any reference to the crafts as such. It was a struggle 
between the governing council (the ' magnates,' ' potent lores,' 
etc.), on the one side, and the burgesses at large (' com- 
munitas,' ' populus,' ' minorcs,' etc.), on the other '. 



the king gcnetatly intmened to liellle 
local dissensioDB, vui always prevenled 
them fioni becoming veiy formidable. 
See the ncxl Dote. 

' I have collected coDsidenble ma- 
teriil illnttraliTe of tbc history of the 
growth of the ' lelect bodies' or close 
goTcming couacil ia English towns; 
and I hope some day to be able lo dis- 
GDia this Bobject in delai!. Some ac- 
count of it u'ill be found in May. Const, 
Hut., ii. 494-496. Sec also vol. ii. 15, 
156, 170; L'al. Rot. Chut,, 311; Rymei, 
Foedera, i. 478 ; Kol. Hund., i. 163 ; 
Madox, FimiaBnrgi, 94,95; Rot. Pad,, 
1. 47, ji, iv. 4;6. V. 1)1; Itlomefield, 
Norf., iij. 116 ; Rep. MSS. Cam., iStti, 
pp. 4'o. 4»4i 18S7. APP- '"■ PP- »'"- 
XV,. 191-194 : Plac. Abbrev., 1S7 ; 
Koodwatd, Hamp., L 177; Owen and 



Blakewoy, Shtewsb., i. 169-174 ; Ponl- 
son, Beveilac, ia6. 1^, 1S6. The dis- 
seusions al Bristol, 1311-1316, which 
have be«n erroneously called a fierce 
conRicI between plcbeiaa eiafls and an 
aiillocralic Gild Merchant, ilrikingly 
iltuiltate the trae nature of the struggle 
that took place in many towns of Eng- 
land. The tniDDlts al Bristol were 
caused hy an attempt on the pait of 
fourteen ioflueiilial luwrtiinen to with- 
draw the management of miinicipal 
alTairs from the hands of the burgesses 
at Inrgi:. Une uf the reconti begina 
thus: 'Jam piidem urta fail disseodo 
in tiIIb Brisiollic super eoDsuetndinibui 
in portu maris et in faro, super pilTllcgiil 
ct iliis rchui, in quibas quatuordcidm 
de majoribui ejusdem rille videbantnr 
prerogalivam habere. Obstilil com- 
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In a few mercantile centres, mainly in the North of Eng- 
land, the crafts occupy a more prominent position in thesq 
struggles, and were ultimately allowed to participate in the! 
government of the town. They thus became integral parts i 
of the municipal constitution, having political as well as ] 
economic functions. The only examples of this development J 
that I have met with are to be found in the history of New- 
castle ^, Durham ^ York \ Carlisle \ Morpeth *, Dublin ®, 



mimitas, asserens bnigenses omnes nnias 
condidonis esse, et ob hoc in liberta- 
tibus et privilegiis pares existere. Super 
hujascemodi rebus frequentes inter se 
habnemnt altercaciones, donee in Curia 
Regis impetrarent judices, qui de caussa 
cognoscerent et ipsam debite termina- 
rent* (Vita Edw. II, 167). See also 
Tol. ii. p. 35 ; -Seyer, Memoirs, i. 509, 
510, ii. 88-109. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 380-385. The struggle 
is rarely spoken of as one between the 
merchants and craftsmen ; this is, how- 
ever, the case at Newcastle in 15 16 (ii. 
380), though the earliest documents do 
not mention the merchants (Brand, 
Newc, ii. 157, 158, 162). 

' By a charter of 1602 the govern- 
ment of the city of Durham was placed 
in the hands of an annually-elected 
mayor, twelve aldermen, appointed for 
life, and • the twenty-four.' These two 
bodies together with the mayor con- 
stituted the common council. The 
twenty-four were annually elected by 
the mayor and aldermen, two being 
chosen from each of twelve mysteries 
or crafts. See Hutchinson, EKirham, 
ii 23-29; Munic Corp. Com. 1835, 

p. 15"- 

' A royal patent of 4 Edward IV or- 
dered that the craftsmen of the trades of 
York should nominate two aldermen, 
from whom the upper house (i.e. the 
aldermen) should elect the mayor. 
According to another patent of 13 
Edward IV, all the citizens were to 
assemble and choose a mayor from 
among the aldermen. According to a 
giant of 9 Henry VIII, the government 



of the city was entrusted to a mayor, 
sheriffs, aldermen, and a common coun- 
cil. The last- mentioned consisted of 
two chosen from each of the thirteen 
principal crafts, and one from each of 
fifteen inferior crafts. This body, to- 
gether with the oldest searcher from 
each craft, was to assemble yearly and 
nominate three members of the court of 
aldermen, from which three the mayor, 
sheriffs, and aldermen were to elect one 
to be mayor for the ensuing year. In a 
similar manner the common council 
chose the sheriffs and the aldermen, 
when any of the latter happened to die. 
See Drake, Eboracum, 185 ; Mcrew. 
and Stephens, H28 ; Rymer, Foedera, 
xi. 529. 

* In the time of Elizabeth the mayor 
and eleven councillors formed the town 
council of Carlisle; but four masters 
from each of eight crafts participated 
with them in the local government, 
especially in helping to audit the ac- 
counts and to make freemen. See vol. 
ij- PP" 39» 40 ; Ferguson and Nanson, 
Carlisle, 29-31, 227. 

* In the eighteenth century the body 
which made the bye-laws of Morpeth 
and elected its members of parliament, 
consisted of seven brethren elected by 
the Companies : four Merchants and 
Tailors, six Tanners, three Fullers and 
Dyers, three Smiths, Saddlers, and Ar- 
mourers, three Cordwainers, three 
Weavers, two Skinners, Glovers, and 
Butchers — twenty-four in all. See 
Mackenzie, Northumb., ii. 192 ; Hodg- 
son, Morpeth, 65-68. 

* 'Whereas the common council of 
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Kilkenny', and Drogheda^ where the crafts as such were 
represented in the common council of the borough, their 
representatives generally constituting a lower branch of the 
local legislative body, subordinate to the aldermen of the 
wards^ In some of the above-mentioned boroughs the 
crafts as such also took part in the election of town officers*. 
But this is an exceptional phenomenon. In most towns 

momenl. Bod when suiy important 
Blterilion in ttie bye-tawi o( the town 
was to be made, then tbe twelve gover- 
nors 'ordand tuid stmutetl,' but with 
the coaciurence of the headi of the 
various cnifti (_PouUon. Bevcrlac, 1.13- ' 
>S7 i cf- y°^- ii- P- 3,5)— It u possible ; 
Ibat the bucghal developmetit in Scot- 
land exerted book influence upon that 
of North England, 

' In London since 4g Edw. Til the 
mayor and some other ofliccn of tho 
cily have b«n elected by the trading 
companie* — since is Edw. IV by the 
livetymen ■stembled in the Conit of 
CoiDmoD Hall. Until the present 
century the members of parliament for 
the ciiy were chowti m the lame way. 
The election of aldermen has always 
been by the wards : the same is true 
of the commtAl-cd'oncil men, with the 
ciccption of tlie period, 49 Edw. Ill — 
7 kich. n. See Norton. CommenL, 



the said city doth consiit of a Lord 
Mayor and twenty-four Aldermen, who 
have DaDally sate together in one Room 
apart by themselves, and also of such 
who are'commonly called Sheriifs Peers, 
not exceeding forty-eight penons, and 
of ulnty-cix other petsona who are 
elected into the said common connccl, 
out of leveral of the Guilds or Corpora- 
lions of this City, and who haie usually 
sate together in one Room apart by 
themselvdi and have been usually called 
the Commons of the said Cily. amongst 
whom the Sheriffs of the laid City for 
the time being do preside,' etc. (Rule*, 
etc., by the Lord Lieutenant, 1671, 
p. 8). In 1835 twenty-live gilds were 
thus represented In the common council 
(Mnnic. Corp. Com., Dublin, l^t)- See 
also vol. ii. pp. 78, S3, 84. 

■ In 1680 tbe mastersnnd wardens of 
the vnrioas companies bad n seal in the 
common council of Kilkenny ; but they 
were excluded by a town ordinance in 
1697. (Munic. Corp, Com., Irel., -ijg.) 

* In iGGj, the common council of 
Diogheda consisted of twenty -four mem- 
bers, being mide up of two brethren 
from each of the craft giids, excepting 
that of the merchants, which sent six 
lepresentatives. In lS3,<i there was a 
•elect body called the assembly, com- 
prehending the mayor, sheriffs, and 
aldermen : there was also a common 
council, fourteen of whose members 
wera elected by the seven Gilds— the 
bakera, bntchcrs, carpenters, shoemalters, 
skinners, smiths, and tailor*. (Muntc. 
Corp. Com., Irel.,8tj, R17.) 

' At Deverley, likewise, the crafts 
M nich had tome share in tbe manage- 
to wn affairs. In aum of 
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ftu^ concerning the common council 
arc concisely staled in Liber Albus, 41 : 
'uhi prius (49 Edw. Ill] eligebantar 
hujutmodi Communarii per Wardag, 
qnoil de caelcro eligcrenlur Communarii 
pro Commimi Consilio civil alia per 
singula Mistera et non per Wardas . . . 
Sed alaiitc ista otdinalione, crevit 
tumult us in pnpulo, et parvlpendebantut 
majorci a minoribus,' etc Hence the 
change in 7 Rich. II. Nevertheless, 
Htentano ip. cxi.) calls the ordinance ol 
49 Edw. Ill Ihe completion of the 
triumph of the oppressed plebeian crafts- 
men over the aristocratic eicment. For 
the mode of election of the Common 
Council by tbe wards, see Liber Albus, 
40, 461 ■f'iJ. 
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the crafts had no political functions, being merely economi< 
organs, strictly subservient to the governing bodyl. 
town — t he mavor. bailiffs, and common council ^./ Generally 
speaking, this body had the power to establish and even in- 
corporate craft gilds and companies^, and after such incor- 
poration retained supervision over these associations. Scarcely 
an)nvhere had the craftsmen *the independent government and 
jurisdiction over their trade ^ ' ; though they were allowed to 
regulate the latter, subject to the general control of the 
bui^hal magistrates. Under such circumstances occasional 
collisions between the town authorities and a single craft 
would naturally arise ^; but in England these struggles did 



/ 



' Black Book of Winch., 3a, 37; 
Ponlson, 257, a 60; ThompsoD, Leic, 
aa7; Seyer, Mem. of Bristol, ii. a68 ; 
Statutes of the Realm, 15 Henry VI, c. 
6; Antiq. Magaz., iv. 246; Merew. 
and Stephens, 1676 ; Manic. Corp Com., 
1835, P* 30i^; Ricart, Maire of Bris- 
towe, 77, 78; Bailey, Transcripts, 41 ; 
Welfitt, Minutes, No. 19; Tamer, 
Oxford Records, 333, 348, et pass. ; 
Rep. MSS. Com., 188 1, p. 402 ; 1887, 
App. iii. 87 ; Brand, Newcastle, ii. 339- 
360; Pulling, Laws of London, 72, 
73-77; Thompson, Hist, of Boston, 158, 
159; Rot. Pari., ▼. 390; Devlin, Heref. 
History, a4, 25. lliese examples may 
be easily multiplied. See also von Ochen- 
kowski, 8a ; Ashley, Econ. Hist, 85. 

* Daring and anterior to the four- 
teenth century, it is probable that a 
charter of the King was necessary for 
the founding of a fraternity, but in the 
ncoeeding centuries we meet with 
numerous examples of the establish- 
ment and incorporation of craft gilds or 
trading companies by the town authori- 
ties. See vol. ii. pp. a47, 248 ; Black 
Book of Winchester, fol. 37, et pass. ; 
Turner, Oxford Records, 333, 335, 34a ; 
Bailey, Transcripts, 33-38 ; Brent, 
Canterb., 148 ; Cotton, Exeter Guilds, 
117; Picton, Selections, i. 74 ; Rep. 
MSS. Com., 1 881, pp. 40a, 403 ; 1885, 
App. ▼. 3ao, 337 ; Munic. Corp. Com., 
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i835» P- 2636; ibid., Irel., 319, 348, 
816, 1 1 29 ; Thompson, Hist, of Boston, 
1 59 ; Izacke, Exeter, 85 ; Woodward, 
Hampsh., i. 286 ; Addit. MS., Mus. Brit., 
1 6 1 79, fol. 1 7 ; Pulling, Laws of London, 
50, 73 ; Harley MS. ao54, ff. 55, 56. 
During the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, the crown sometimes granted 
a town the power to create, or 'divide 
itself into,* fraternities or mysteries. This 
is particularly true of Irish boroughs. 
See vol. ii. pp. 59, 250, 266 ; Munic. 
Corp. Com., Irel., 464 ; D' Alton, Drog- 
hcda, i. 211 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, 
App. V. 337 ; Colby, Londond., 39. 

* Brentano says * they retained every- 
where ' this ' independent jurisdiction 
and government* (English Gilds, cxxiii.). 
In some places, such as London and 
Exeter, they had a limited judicial 
authority in petty pleas regarding their 
own members (Liber Cust., 123 ; Devon. 
Assoc., VL 117), but it was never inde- 
pendent — never beyond the supervision 
and control of the governing body or 
mayor and common council of the town. 
Generally speaking, their functions were 
inquisitorial rather than judicial ; they 
surveyed the transactions of their trades, 
and saw that all defects were reported 
and punished. 

^ Some examples will be found in 
Black Book of Winchester, fol. 32 b 
(Weavers, 25 Henry VI); Stubbs, Const. 
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not assume formidable dimensions. Even in those exceptional 
cases, spoken of above, where: the crafts actually secured a 
share in the government of a town, it is wrong to speak of a 
conflict between them and an aristocratic Gild Merchant. 
The governing bo(Jy of tfie borough was rarely known by 
the latter name. Indeed, this appellation was more frequently 
applied to the aggregate of the crafts -a fact which it is now 
necessary for us to demonstrate in detail, as it is the key to a 
lai^ge part of the later history of the Gild Merchant- 
Craft gilds are first mentioned during the reign of Henry I ', 
about a half a century after the first appearance of the Gild 
Merchant. The latter included merchants proper and artisans 
belonging to different trades; the craft gild, at first, included 
only artisans of a single trade. The position of these craft 
fraternities in the town community during the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries was different from that of the Gild 
Merchant. They had not yet become official civic bodies, 
like the ' Gilda Mercatoria,' forming a part of the administra- 
tive machinery of the town. Their existence was merely 
tolerated in return for a yearly ferm paid to the crown, 
whereas the Gild Merchant constituted a valuable burghal 
privilege, whose continuance was guaranteed by the town 
charter. Still the craft gilds occupied a more important 
position in the community than that of a mere private 
association of to-day. For with the grant of a gild the 
craftsmen generally secured what in Germany was called the 
'Zunftzwang' and the ' Innungsrccht *,' 1. 1-. the monopoly of 
working and trading in their branch of industry^ The crafts- 



^h tioned : 



HUl.,ui.6i8; Rot.P«rl.,iv. 7f: Poole, 
Coventry, 31; Seycr. Mem, of Bristol, 
ii. i6Si EngliahGilcli, 199-311; Ubcr 
Cost., Wi. i PUc. de q. Wu., ^66. 

' Gilds of the wCTvcrs r>( Oifonl, 
IloDllugdon, Wlncbeiler, Lincola, and 
London, Ihe fullfrs of ^^'i^cllcsle^, »nd 
the cordvtinen of Oxford, are men- 
tioned in the Pipe Roll of Jt Hcnrx I. 
S. 37. 48. 109. "4. '44. See 



alio ibe Pipe Rolls of Henry II. fariim. 

' ' Quuidam gratUai vendendi que 
Tolgulterdidtai inninge.' SeeGcngler, 
Codex, 2S7; cf. ibid,. 170, 471, 473; 
Nilxsch, Niederd. Genouenich., 15, tfi ; 
Hotilbaum. UTknndenbnch, iii. 555. 

' HenT7 II granted the 'curresarii' 
of Oxfoid ' omne» libertnte* et consue- 
tudinei qnas habuerunt tempore Krgii 
Heatici, avi mei ; et qaod hibMQt 
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men thus associated remained in the common Gild Merchant ; 
but the strength of the latter was weakened and its sphere of 
activity was diminished with every new creation of a craft 
fraternity, though these new bodies continued subsidiary to, 



GUdam saiin. ucct tiuic babuemiit. 
Ila quod ddUus facial oliiciiiiii eonim in 
Tilla Oxonie, nUi sit de Gilds illn.' 
The ' coidaauaiii qui postea venenmt 
in villain " m«y belong to the Gild. 
For Has conceulon one ounce of gold 
yearly is to be paid to the King. 
This chaitei was conliniied in 45 Hen. 
Ill and 13 Edw. II. The latter liso 
granted : ' qnod nnlln; tcindst in eadem 
villa Oionie nat snbuibili ejusdem 
corduBDum aut corium tannatum conrea- 
tum, nee novnni opos ad ofBcium pte- 
dictnin pertincns in ciidem villa cl sub- 
nrbiis vend at, niEi sit de ilia Gilda, 
sib forisfactura manDOperi* illina.' 
(Aichaeol, Jonmal, vi. 146, 147.) — The 
veavera of York appear 10 have oblajned 
a chatter from Henry II, granting them 
Uk monopoly of vreaving rhroughont 
the cotmly of York : ' libertstem habe- 
antpercarttm Hcniici RcgJi, avi nostri, 
quod Dullas in Comitalu Ebor* telam 
aljqaam &dat extra dvitatem noslram 
Ebor' . . . sine assensu telariomm Ebor',' 
etc Ca.d. laio. Rot. Lit. Clatii., i. 
49t.)^Henty II also granled a charter 
to the weaver! o( London : ' Sciatis me 
coDcesiiue Tclaiiis Londonianun Gil- 
dun nam in Londoniis babendam. cnm 
omoibui libertatibiis qaas habnenmt 
tempore r^^ Henrici, avi mei ; et ila 
qu«d onlliis ntii pet lltos %e inltomiltat 
infra dvitatem de eo ministerio, et niti 
tit de eoinm Gilda,' etc. (Libet Custo- 
nuinim, 33.) Coke aHinns thai he had 
lecn a charter of Henry I to the wearers 
of London [Rep., Ft. x. 30].— Abbot 
Hugh, of Bury SI. Edmond's (1113- 
1139) granted the bakers of the iowd a 
gild : ' Idem abbas Gildam PistotJbus 
csDcedll, ila ot nemo qui non cM 
&atet istins Glide, sine eonun conicniu, 
panem bcere preSDmat ad vendendam, 
inb pena ax. solidoram ; et Willielmo 
filio Ingercdi et hcredibos suis con- 
ccdit hujns Giide esse Aldetmamios.' 



(Batlely, Aniiquitates, 89.)—' AUnlaiil 
et Solores dvilatis Cestrie clamant . , . 
[to have their gild once a yeii, and 10 
elect an alderman and two slewarda]. 
Clamant etiam quod nullus de arte 
ipsomm allutariomm et sutoram iufra 
civilatem ptediclam aliqualiler se intro- 
mitlat, oec artem illam in eadem civi- 
tale, sabbuibis {sit) vel libertate ejnsdem 
quovismodo exrerceret, nisi prius ab 
ipds allutaiiis et sutotibus sd bee 
licenliatus fnerit . . . [For this liberty 
they ate to pay 43 1. Sd. annually 10 the 
Prince of Wales]. Clamant eliam quod 
ddIIus existens extra libeitntem dvilatis 
Cesltie vel exlra Gildam ipsorum allu- 
tariomm sivc sntorum non poteril emere 
tannum nee corria (rimire, sine li>^encia 
sua, in dicta civltate . . . [Nor buy fresh 
skins from SL Martin's day to St. 
Andrevi's day.] ' See Lane, and Chesh. 
Records, i. 1 13. The date is not given. 
—A royal confirmation of 6 Henry V to 
the tailors of Chester stales thai they 
had had their Gild 'ab antique.' inretnm 
for aa annual payment to the crown ; 
and 'qnod nullua de arte corundem 
Cissorum infia candem Civitalem se in- 
Iromittcrcl, nee candem artcm inter eos 
in Civitate ilia quovismodo (aceret sen 
excrceret, nisi ab ipsia Cissoribus priui 
ticendatus et in fmteraitatem auam re- 
cepms fuetit." (Hatlcy MS. 11 ij, foU 
163.)— In a document of 1309, ' ordina- 
ciones et statuta Gyldamm ' ate spoken 
of, ' pet quas vel que libettss vendendi 
el emendi in dicta villa Lcnn' fnerit im- 
pedila ■ (vol. ii. p. 155). — See also vol. 
ii. pp. 110, 3so; Ashley, Econ. Hist., 
81; SlDbbs, Const. Hist, i. 474, iii. 
611 ; Mercw, and Stephens, 1511 ; 
Woodward, Hamp., i. J86, 287; Cal. 
Rot, Pal., 157 1 Ca!. Rot. Orig,, ii. 195 
(Lincoln weavers, ja Edw. Ill) ; Tate, 
Alnw., ii. 334-339. H°- Hutchinson, 
Durham, il, 11, 31 ; and below, p, ItS, 
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and under the general regulation of, the older and larger 
fraternity'. The greater the commercial and industrial 
prosperity of a town, the more rapidly did this process of 
subdivision into craft gilds proceed, keeping pace with the 
increased division of labour. In the smaller lownsj^ In which 
agriculture contmued a. prominent clement, few or no craft 
gilds were formed ; and hence the old Gild Merchant remained 
ii>tact and undiminisEed th power longest in this class of 
boroughs^. 

- The- period of the three Edwards constitutes an important 
epoch in the history of industry and gilds ^ With the rapid 
development and specialisation of industry, particularly under 
Edward III, gilds of craftsmen multiplied and grew in power. 
Many master craftsmen became wealthy employers of labour, 
dealing extensively in the wares which they produced. The 
class of dealers or merchants, as distinguished from trading 



' Before craflsnicn [aimed ihemsclvn 
jnio gilds, and probably for iodic time 
tStet ceiUin of Ihcm were thns nnited, 
t^ulatloris were made (or them by ihe 
Gild Merchant. See vol. ii. pp. 4, 14:1, 
144, J04-107, JJ3-J35, a7s. »90-.136. 

' Seeabove, pp. 90-93.— Perhapi this 
development of the crafts explains why 
DO Gild Merchant of Loud on is men- 
lioneil. The eipan^loD of trade and 
industry In the twelfth aoit thiitecDtb 
centuries was donbtless niiich greater 
there than in any other towns uf Eng- 
land. The rapid «conomic growth of 
l^ndon probably produced a net work 
of cralt gilds earlier than elsewhere in 
England, and thug the city dispensed 
with a sinjjle general Gild Merchant. — 
The cue of the Cinqoe Ports requires 
qoite a difTercnt cxplaDalioD. They 
had no Gild MeTl;han^ and seem to 
have encouraged' the ailmistion of 
itiangers to the mu-ildpal franchiic and 
to their trade privileges, perhaps be- 
e these personi helped (he lowns- 
tnen bear the great burden of fitting out 
ships ibr the royal ■crtice, ajid bccnuse 
their active inlerconne with other 



DDtions may have taught them a more 
enlightened commercial policy and 
broader views than those that prevailed 
elsewhere in English towns. For their 
burdens and compnrativc freedom from 
trade restrictions, see Holloway, Rye, 
8, 1,16, 191 ; Lariting. in Sussex Atch. 
Coll., iv. 114 : Boys, Sandw., saa; 
Lyon. Dover, ii. 335. 374- 

' Von Ochenliowski, 53 ; Schenz, 
Handelspol., i. 107.317; .Ishley, Wool- 
ten lad., 40-44, 59 ; Baines, Commerce 
ofl.iv.,95; HoDcne, Eng Merchants, 171 
Cunningham. Eag. Industry, 170, 10a, 
aoj, and Politics and Ecod., iS ; Long- 
man, Edw. Ill, i. 84-8R ; Norton. Com- 
ment., iGi, 163; Rymcr, Foedera, ii. 
8^3 ; and cf. above, p. 5 1 - 

' For he [Edw. Ill] badde a mancre 

To his matchannti and !oved hem 

haitilyc. 
lie felt the wayet to reule wel the 

W her by mnrchaanti might have 
prosperitee.' 

Libell of Eng. Folicye, 31. 
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artisans, also greatly increased, forming themselves into sepa- 
rate fraternities or mysteries ^. When these various unions of 
dealers and of craftsmen embraced all the trades and branches 
of production in the town, little or no vitality remained in the 
old Gild Merchant. In short, the function of guarding and 
supervising the trade monopoly had become split up into 
various fragments or sections, the aggregate of the crafts 
superseding the old Gild Merchant. A natural process of 
elimination, the absorption of its powers by other bodies, had 
rendered the old organization superfluous. This transference 
of authority from the ancient general Gild Merchant to a 
number of distinct bodies, and the consequent disintegration 
and decay of the former, was a gradual, spontaneous move- 
menty which, generally speaking, may be assigned to the four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries, the very period in which the 
craft gilds attained the zenith of their power. 

The development which has just been characterized is 
clearly reflected by the wording of the records during and 
after the fifteenth century. The statute of i & 2 Phil, and 
Mary, c. 7, enacts that persons dwelling in the country shall 
not sell by retail within cities, boroughs, or market-towns any 
cloth, haberdashery wares, grocery wares, or mercery wares, 
except in fairs, unless * they or any of them shalbee free of any 
• of the Guildes and Liberties of any the said Cities, Boroughes, 
Townes Corporate, or Market Townes.' The older records 
would have said : * unless he be in the Gild Merchant,' etc.^ 
In like manner, the old restrictive clause in grants of the 
Gild Merchant, * so that no one may merchandise,' etc.^ is often 
replaced in later records by a prohibition, not merely against 

^y ^ In the reign of Edward II the crafts i. 379 ; Rot. Pari., ii. 280. Early in 
/.^ of London were already divided into the sixteenth century, Armstrong corn- 
two general classes, the * officia merca- plained that * all the pcple therin [i. e. 

toiui ' and the ' officia mannoperalia ' London] are merchants * (Pauli, Drei 

(Liber Albns, 495). This distinction Volksw. Denk., 40). 

between mercantile crafts and crafts of ' For another example, see vol. ii. p. 

manoal occupations in London appears 155. 

even more clearly during the reign of ' Above, p. 8: 

Edward III. See Statutes of the Realm, 



trading, but also against exercising any craft or mystery, except 
in the case of persons belonging to the Gild Merchant '. This 
same prohibition more commonly appears in later charters 
and other town muniments without mentioning the Gild Mer- 
chant, the right to trade and occupy a craft being expressly 
reserved to the ' freemen ' of the town, or to the members of 
the various craft gilds ". 

I In some towns where the crafts took the place of the Gild 
(Merchant the name of the latter wholly disappeared ; but in 
/others it continued to be used, not to indicate a concrete bond 
I of union, as of old, with distinct officers and separate adminis- 
trative machinery, but only as a vague term applied to the 
I aggregate of the crafts. Thus, in the sixteenth century, the 
Gild Merchant of Reading was said to be divided into five 
companies, each of which included many different trades ^ 
An Andovcr record, presumably of the sixteenth or seven- 
teenth century, speaks of the ' ordinances of the Guild of 
Merchants in Andever, which Guild is divided into three 
several Fellowships ' — the drapers, haberdashers, and leather- 
sellers*. In the seventeenth century the term 'Gilda Mer- 
catoria ' was applied to the eight craft fraternities of Carlisle 
collectively*. At Ipswich the Gild Merchant or Corpus 
Christi Gild was composed of various craft fraternities ". The 




' Vol. il pp. lyi. 166, 16S, >6q, 
' Vol. ii. pp. 37. 38, ■i6> 56, 106, 107, 
147 : Tighe Mtd Davis, Windsor, ii. 
403 ; Incke, EJietcr, 94 ; Hoaic, 
Modern Wilts, ri. 781 ; SimpKiD, Derby, 
i. 149; Meicw. and StepbeoB, I49'i 
1500, ijli, 1711, 1144; Willi. Aich, 
and Nat. Hill. Magaz., iv. 170 ; Addit 
MS., Mna. Bril., i6i79,fo]. n ; Morant, 
Cokh., i, S3. In the leTcnteentb cealtuy 
tbere wai a cnslom id Chntct 'that 
noc man can u«e or exerdtc any trade 
nnlei — bcaidn hii frecdomeof the Ciltie 
— be be alsoe admitted, iwome, and 
made free of the came Company whereof 
be deurei to trade.' (Harley MS. 1054, 
fol. 71). 
' Vol. ii. pp. J08, J09. 



' Vol. i 



pp. ",349- 



* The thirty-two elected from the 
* Gilda Mercataiia ' (vol. ii. p. 39) were 
taken from the eight craft ftatemi. 
ties. Cf. Ferguson and Naason, 19-31. 
See alio Merew. and Stepbent, 1133, 
J134. 

* Vol. ii, p. 1 a5 : Wodderspoon, 
Memorials, 155, et i/rq. In very many 
towni (here was a Corpus CbriMi Gild 
which embraced most ofthecnfts. On 
Corpot Christi day, which wai often 
called ' the gild day.' these crafts took 
pail in the pageant pUyi and In the 
proceesioD of tbe Corpus Christi brother- 
hood. See vol. II. p. 51 ; Sarlect, Dur- 
ham, iv. 20 ; Wclfill, Minnies, No. tt ; 
Brand, Ncwc« ii. 3IS-359. 3^9-379 1 
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totality of the twenty-four companies of Chester are likewise 
said to have been called 'the gild''; also the aggregate of 
the trade fraternities at Kendal *. 

' Gilda Mercatoria ' {or ' the gild,' ' the general gild,' ' the 
public gild,' ' the common gild,' etc.) was frequently used, 
especially in the North of England, to denote a general as- 
sembly whose main object was the regulation of trade, or the 
discussion of matters in which all the crafts were interested. 
Hence these ' gilds ' likewise represented the aggregate of the 
a^&s.- They were, as a rule, popular assemblies of the crafts- 
men, or ' freemen,' as distinguished from the burghal common 
council. At Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the eighteenth century, 
the gild, or ' court of gild," served as a medium of communi- 
cation between the crafts and the common council. At these 
meetings the companies stated their grievances, and entered a 
protest against the admission to the burghal freedom of such 
persons as were objectionable to them ^. In the seventeenth 

set per illanmi coDcensam commineoi 
[i. e. communem^ imicDiunl el SDstentant 
honcste lomeD circa coipns Cbristi an- 
onatim in die corporis Chrisli ; reilditui 
et po^icsatones noa hnbent, oec allqaod 
CBU.lli]m in coRimanL' [Rec. Office, 
Misc. Chancery, Gilds, iig.) Tpiwlch 
is tbe only place [bat I know of where 
the Corpus Christi Gild was idcQtidal 
with the Gild Merchant 

I Hanshttll, Chester, 196; Charters 
al Ludlow, ]g9. The preamble of a. 
charter to the Mercers' and Ironmongers' 
Compiuiy of 1604 begins thus : 'Whem 
the Bflyd CiCty (Cheiterl beinge one 
ictirc body politique divided into diven 
members, crsfies, compaliys,aiid occupa- 
tions,' etc CHarley MS. 2054, fol. 55 b). 

' Nicholson, Kendal, 13S, I4I. 

'Vol. ii. pp. 184-188, 380-38J; 
Hntcbinson, Nortbumb., ii, 414. The 
yearly congregationa of the burgesses 
□f the twelve myileries spokeo of in 
Queen El iiabe[h'Bdiarter(Bianil,Newc., 
ii. 608) were evidently the isacmblici 
' in plena gilda ' ofttu alluded to in the 
history of Newcastle. 



Noate, Wore, ijO-134 ; Davie^, York 
Records, 14, l5,sndApp.; Misa Smith. 
York Plays, pp. Ixiv., etc. ; Drake, 
Eboracum, xiix. ; Foole, Coventry, 37- 
50; ^arp.DissertatlaQ; Harris, Dublin, 
141-1501 Ponlson, Beverlac, i. 115, 
s68, 178 ; North, Chronicle, 184-135 ; 
Liv. Companies Com., i. 10; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1883, p. 174; 1885, App.iv. 311, 
3141 NichoUs and Taylor, Bristol, ii. 
»S7; Pidgeon, Memorials, is7-"59; 
Sloddart, Miracle Plays, 51-66: Bacon, 
Aunallc, 164, 170, iSS.tlfasi.; Blome- 
field, Norf., iii. io(t, 448, 4411 ; Johnson, 
Heret, 116-130 ; Norfolk Archaeology, 
iU. 3-t8, V. B-31 ; Feck. Stanford, Bk. 
xiv, p. J ; Antiq. Magaz,, viij, 16. In 
Chester and some other towns the pluyt 
of the CTvDs took place at Whitsuntide 
(Ormerod. Chesh., i. 384-3871. The 
foUowing is one of ihe returns made in 
1388-9 to tbe writs of inquiry concern- 
ing gilds: — 'Socletas Corporis Christi 
de Magna Jememouth non est gilda, eo 
quod non hnbent prouision^s, ordina- 
doncB aut conitiluliones. nee aliijuod 
inramenlum est inter illos prestitum, 
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and eighteenth centuries, we find 'giids,' more or less similar 
to that of Newcastle, at Alnwick', Berwick*, Durham", 
Hartlepool *, and Morpeth *. 

In some towns the totality of the crafts also appear in latter 
times formally organized as a single fraternity with its own 
officers, revenues, etc. In other words, the parts into which 
the old Gild Merchant had resolved itself, were again fused 
into one body, which occupied a place in the civic polity 
similar, in many respects, to that of the ancient Gild Merchant. 
At a general assembly held in the gildhall of Devizes, in 1614, 
it was ordained that the Gild of Merchants should be divided 
into three several fraternities or companies^the Drapers, 
Mercers, and Leathersellers, each of which had a master and 
two wardens. These three fellowships were subdivided into 
various crafts, the Drapers, for example, consisting of the 
clothiers, carpenters, smiths, and thirteen other trades. This 
collective Gild of Merchants was already in existence in the 
sixteenth century, being merely re-organized in 1614. It had 
its own governor distinct from the mayor of the town, though 
one person could occupy both offices at the same timc^ 

In 1616, the Mercers' Company of Faversham was esta- 
blished by the corporation of the town. It had a master, two 
wardens, several assistants, a clerk, and a beadle. No person 
not free of this Company was to exercise any trade in the 
borough. The fellowship was not to interfere with the govern- 
ment of the town, but was to concern itself only with measures 
relating to the trades or mysteries. In 1699 it was ordained 

Morpeth, but bu<iiiius was tnuisactcd 
in 'gilds' by all the freemen or crafts. 
menlMnnic. Corp, Com. Il'jj, p. ifijg). 
—At St. Alban's in the serealeenth cen- 
tncy there was % geneml assembly of 
the wardens of Ihe companio and the 
freemen four times a year, to regulate 
ihc affain of the cralls and to admit 
freemen (Mcrew. and Stephens. 194); 
but the lerm ' gild ' does not seem to 
have been applied to these meetings. 
• Vol. ii. pp. 54-56. 



' Vol. ii. pp. i-i- 

' Vol. ii. p. >a ; Munic, Corp. Com. 
)83i, p. 1438. 

* Above, p. II, n. t; Charten of 
Ladlow, igg ; Hutchinson, Durham, 
ii. 33; Mimic Corp. Com. 1835, p. 
ts'3- 



• Vol. i 



to6. 



' Ordinances were fonneily made for 
t various companies of Morpeth at 

• public gilds' (Hodgwa, Morpeth. 67). 

' 183s there was no select body at 
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that in the future the mayor of Faversham for the time 
being should be master of the Company ; that the wardens 
should be chosen from the town jurats, four of the assistants 
from the common council of the borough, and the other four 
from the freemen of the Company. Membership of the 
Company was distinct from the freedom of the town ^. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the tailors, 
mercers, drapers, cappers, hatters, glovers, and skinners of 
Ludlow were united in an association, which after 1710 was 
called the Stitchmen. It appears to have had supervision over 
the whole trade of the town ; and continued in existence till 
1 86a. The officers of the society were the * six-men ' and two 
stewards *. 

As the statute of i & a Philip and Mary, prohibiting per- 
sons dwelling in the country from retailing in boroughs, was 
not properly observed in Preston, the mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgesses deemed it expedient, in i6a8, to establish the 
Company of Drapers, Mercers, Grocers, Salters, Ironmongers, 
and Haberdashers, for the maintenance of the said statute in 
Preston \ 

At a Court of Common Council held at Wallingford, 
January 30, 1663, it was ordained that all trades within the 
borough should consist of one body, to be called the Company 
of Drapers. In 1667 it was re-established, being created * one 
body corporate.' In 1701 'the mayor, burgesses, and com- 
monalty ordained that all persons who were then using, or 
should thereafter use, any art, mystery, or occupation in the 
borough or the liberties thereof, should be a body corporate, 
guild, or fraternity, by the name of the master, wardens, and 
attistants of every art, mystery, and occupation used in the 
borough and liberties thereof, and have succession and a 
common seal ^' 

At Walsall, in the fifteenth century, the crafts formed them- 

* Vol. ii. pp. 89-91. ' Vol. ii. p. 199. 

* Aich. Afltoc., Jounud, xxiv. 327- * Vol. ii. pp. 247, 248 ; Hedges, 
334* WalliDgford. il 234, 237. 
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selves into a Gild, at the head of which were three wardens, 
who exercised considerable control over the trade of the 
town •- 

In Londonderry, in 173,5, a mercantile fraternity was formed, 
consisting of thirty-six tradesmen taken from twelve oc- 
cupations. Their functions were to regulate trade, cor- 
recting frauds in the same, and to prevent strangers from 
trading *. 

The most interesting and instructive example of such con- 
solidation of crafts into one body is furnished by the town of 
Dorchester. In 1629 a charter of Charles I intrusted the 
general government of the borough to a corporation, consisting 
of the mayor, two bailiffs, six aldermen, and six burgesses; 
these fifteen capital burgesses constituted the civic common 
council. The charter also created a second corporation, for 
the increase and supervision of the commerce of the town, 
namely, ' the governor, assistants, and freemen of the borough 
of Dorchester.' This second body had its own common 
council of twenty-four members. The governor, together with 
four assistants chosen from the twenty-four by the freemen, 
and five other assistants chosen by the mayor and capital 
burgesses, was to hold four courts or convocations yearly, at 
which persons were to be admitted to the freedom of the 
borough, and other business of concern to the freemen was 
to be transacted; and four other courts every year for the 
regulation of trade, and for the government of all mysteries 
and occupations. If any doubt should arise in the execution 
of these functions, the matter was to be referred to the 
mayor and capital burgesses. In 1630 a special court of the 
governor, assistants, and freemen decreed that the tradesmen 
and handicraftsmen of the borough should be divided into 
five companies — the Merchants, Clothiers, Ironmongers, Fish- 
mongers, and Shoemakers and Skinners. Each of these con- 
sisted of many different crafts. It is evident that this complex 




Mimic. Curp. Com., Ircl, 11)9; Colby, Uindoad,, 115. 
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organization exercised the functions of the ancient Gild 
Merchant'. 

Thus whether as the totality of the crafts, or as the meet- 
ings of the latter in their collective capacity, or as their re- 
organization into a single association, the Gild Merchant was 
tantamount to, or was replaced by, the aggregate of the craft 
fraternities. 

This relation of the later craft fraternities to the Gild 
Merchant, or the displacement of the latter by the former, 
presents itself in still another aspect when we inquire into the 
signification of the word ' freemen ' of a town. The expres- 
sions ' freemen ' and ' being in the freedom ' often became 
synonymous with the older terms ' gildsmen,' and ' being in 
the Gild Merchant-' In the records of Totnes, for example, 
it is expressly stated that those entering: the Cjil d were 
' co mmonly called fri-fmpn^.' The brethren of the ancient 
Gild Merchant, as has been shown, were those who enjoyed 



' Vol, ii. pp. 56-58, jej-sro.— At 
Coventry (he crafts were also united 
into tiDe body. !□ the fifie«iilh century 
ordinances were made ' bye a (jeneniil 
Coansel of all Ibe Cnifte and CiaFtes ' 
or by 'a coosell of alls the fyllyshape 
of the crafts' (vol. ii p. 51}.— The silver 
mace of the Cork gilds, which «eem to 
have been likewise aagociatEd into one 
union, is still in existence (Hist, and 
Atehaeol. Assoc, of Iiel, 1886, vol. vii. 
pp. Hi-iftt). — The amalgamation of 
all the crails of a town into two 01 more 
crafUwasalso quite common. In 1667 
those of St. Alban's were divided bio 
two companies, the Mercen and Inn- 
holders (Mnnic- Corp. Com. l8j,^, p. 
agjj). In 1573 all the freemen of 
Gravesend were 'nominaled into two 
Companies or Fellowghipg,' the Mercers 
and Victoallers ^Cmden, Uravesend, 
•95. '97' '9^)' I" '579 *^' freemen 
or ctaftsmrn of Kingston- npon-Thames 
were divided into four companies 
(Mnnic. Corp. ConL 1835. p. 1898) ; 
those of A-ibridgc, In 1614, into three 
companies (vol. ii, p. I)). At Ipsvrich, 



iR E\h., the trades were drawn np into 
four fellowships, each with matiy sub- 
divisions (vol. ii. p. l.lo). 

' In 1663 ceitsia peisons were sum- 
moaed to compound for using the liber- 
ties ' of the guild merchants,' in buying 
and selling, not being freemen of Tolnes ; 
and certain sums were received of sotche 
as have been taken intoo the Com- 
pany of Gwilde Marcbants, comenly 
cttUedfreemcn'lDcvon. Assoc-, Trans., 
>ii' 3>3, 3'4^. In like manner at An- 
dover the 'freedom' ('libertM') was 
equivalent to 'gilda mercatoria;' and 
at Winchester 'to be Ire' was tanta- 
mount to inembership of the Gild Mer- 
chant (vol. ii. pp. 7-11, 157, 310-SJS, 
333)- In '37» " person entered the 
Gild of Guildford 'ut liber sit ' fvol. ii. 
pp. 101, 1033. See also vol, ii. pp. 43- 

46, 48, 60, 97, lOf, 106. 109, no, 111, 

131, 143, "44, T", '89. '93- '95. ''3. 
J39, J4'-M7. 363, 364, 170, 346, J58 ; 
Mnnic. Corp. Com. 1S3S, p. 898 ; Gen- 
tleman's Magai., 1851, XXXV, a6s i 
Turner, Oxford, 348. 
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freedom of trade (' libertas emendi et vendendi'); the later 
freemen occupied the same position in most towns, compre- 
hending all who were allowed to trade freely'. But these 
freemen in many boroughs were practically co-extensive with 
the brethren of the craft fraternities, the freedom o f thf tn\un 

hftnarxijfa', 1 Mi.riilji m -jr.|ply fhrniigh thc mcdium of the 

crilt^ In these places the civic freedom was in conception 
distmct from, and paramount to, that of the crafts; but the 
two franchises became interdependent or intimately con- 
nected, the one being a necessary condition for the attainment 
of, or constituting a l^itimate claim to, the other ^ 



^^^^ tatem ilia 

i: 



I Vol, ii. pp. 37, »6fi. a68 ; Welfiit, 
MinulH. No. 14; Munic Corp. Com. 
l93S. PP- 968. 1417, 1386. 1516. JB98; 
Merew. and StepheDS, 151, 1941 Crodcn, 
Craveaend, 194, 195. 

■ The freedom of the lown wai ob- 
Uined Bolely through the mtetvention 
of Ibe craft gilds in Alnwick, Carlisle, 
Durbam. Morpeth, Oxford, Windmr, 
WelU, and probably lome other bor- 
ODghi. See vol. ii. p. 193 ; Mtmic.Coip. 
Com. 1S35, Rep. p. 19, and App. 136S, 
1417, 1471, 1513, 1638. 1016; ibid. 
18S0. p. 6031 Jefferson, Carlisle, 1S6 ; 
FCTgnsonaiidNanson, Carl., 2J7; Tighe 
and Divii, 1. 651 ; Chanenof Lndlow, 
S99; Mercw. and Stephens, 1133, 1137; 
Hutchinson. Dnrham, ii. 33; Macken- 
tic, Northninb., i. 193-196. In Aa- 
bridge, Norwich, Grsveund, and St. 
Alban'*, likewiae, all freemeD or citiEens 
were enrolled in the trade companies 
(*ol. Ii. pp. I], 189, 190; Blomelield, 
Norf., iii. 131; Cruden. Cravesend, 
19s : Manic. Corp. Com. 1S35, p. 191J ; 
Merew, and Stephens, 194). 
xoltbe I 

n the chaite 
of 1 Edw. IV to the tailors of Eieter: 
' Kt quod nullum infra llbertalcm ilUm 
clullBtii predicle mensam >'el thopun 
d« mittera ilia teneal, nisi sit de liber- 
litati* illiai. nee aliquis ad liber- 
illam pro miMera ilia adnittalur. 
per preriidos majjisiiuni et cuilodet 



[i.e. of the craft] vel guccessorH saos 
teslilicelat quod boDui, fidelisetidoneus 
sit pro cis<jem.' If the officers of the 
croft preient such a person (olhc mayor, 
the latter must admit him lo the civic 
freedom (Rec. Office, Conf Roll 19-33 
Elii., m. 18; Kngl. Gilda. 301. 306). 
For somewhat limilar regQlalions re- 
garding the tailors of BHslol and Dublin , 
see NicholU and Taylor, Bristol, ii. 
359; Monic. Corp. Com., nublin, .374. 
Lucas in his Liberties and Customs of 
Dublin snyi: 'Every man who prose- 
cutes or takes out his freedom . . ■ most 
come free through some or other of the 
gilds, but obtaining his freedom of R gild, 
he must pass his bond lo prose^te hia 
freedom of the city, withont which be 
cannot be sworn free of the gUd' (Egcr- 
ton MS.. Mui. Brit.. 1771. fol. 43; 
bul cf. Pari. Papers. 1833, vol. 13. 
pp. 107, itj ; and Mnnic. Corp. 
Com., Dublin, iS). From the time of 
Edward II citiienship of I.ondon has 
been acquired mainly but not exclusively 
through the cra^. In 6 Edward II an 
ordinance was passed prohibiting the 
mayor and aldermen from admitting to 
the freedom of the city any person 
whose character or status was not well 
known, without the assent of the ciaft 
which he proposed to follow. By a 
later enactment (before 11 Edward II) 
the snrety of sli men of the ctafl to 
which the applicant for citiienship be- 
longed, was required ; an alien was lo 
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To fully understand this development we must recall to 
mind the two great transformations thaLQ P'^'"'red in E nglish 
munici palities during the fourteenth and fifteenth cen turies, 
namely, thffte^pansj nn of trad f; and thi%rowth of a select, 
governing town c^ncil. The economic developlSent— gave L ] 
thc'^^s a more important position in the town community, I 
and materially altered the old qualifications of burgess-ship. I 
In the larger boroughs commerce and industry became the 
exclusive occupation of the townsmen', the 'rus in urbc' 



be admitlev! to ihe freedom only at ihe 
Hoslings, and by Ihe sutctj- o! six men 
of the craft which he purposed to eser- 
cisc ; bni if he belonged to no parti- 
cbIu craft, then Ihe assent of the whole 
commoDity of the city was necessary 
for his admission. See Liber Albns, 
4SS,6ifi: Liber Cast., ]6g, 370; Riley, 
MemoriiU, 151; Norton. Comment., 
91, to6, to;, 144. 147, 35J ; Guildbsll 
Records, I^ellerBook E, fol. 4 ; Pulling, 
Lavs of Loud., 63, 63, Ji ; Loftie, 
London, iij, 114. Bretiiano, p. cii., 
perverts the truth bj adapting the facts 
to his theory. The following extracts 
give the relations of the Companies to 
the civic franchise of London in the 
nineteenth century. ' No one can be- 
come > Freeman of the Coiporation 
but by' previous admission into these 
[89] Companies, except in some cases 
in irbich the honorary Freedom is pre- 
sented by a foiftial vole of the Corpora- 
tion. When, by birth, apprenticeship, 
purchase or ^ft, a person has become 
» member of a Company, he has ac- 
quired an inchoate right to the Freedom 
of the Corporation, and he is admitted 
Dti proving his qualificatiou, and on 
paying ctrtain fees to the Corporation." 
etc (Munic.Corp, Com. 1B3J. Rep.. 51. 
' Till the year 1835 t^' freedom of the 
City could only be obtained through a 
livery company. In that year the 
Mnnicipaiity of l..ondon decided to 
confer it irrespective of the Companies 
on certain terms through the City 
Chamberlain. But the freemen of the 
Companies have still the right to claim 



at such the freedom of the City,' etc 
(Liv. Comp. Com. 1884, i, »3l. 

But here as elsewhere thronghont thi; 
chapler. my statements concerning the 
crafl fraternities apply only to certain 
categories of towns ; the diversity of 
custom was so great that general rules 
cannot be enunciated. In miny bo- 
roughs the freedom of the crafts and 
the municipal franchise were clearly 
distinct ; and in others (e.g. Colchester 
and Yarmouth} the craft aslociations 
cither did not exist at all, the teet con- 
tinuing to regulate trade, or constituted 
an insignilicant element of the bnrghal 
polity. See vol. ii. pp. 46, 91, 1S6. 1S7; 
Thompson.Hist.ofBoslon.isS; Thomp- 
son. Lcic, u;. laS; Brand. Newc, ii. 
366 ; Mmiic. Corp. Com. 1S35, pp. 967, 
9GS, 1647. if^S ; ibid., Irel, 591 ; 
Merew. and Stephens, 1830; May, 
Evesham. 4B8, 489 ; Harley MS.. Mns. 
Brit, 1104, fol. 34S ; Antiq, Migaz., 
vi. jg; Cntts, Colch, 155. 

■ Hence the later de^nitions of a 
borough and a burgess. Umdy de- 
scribes the latter as a tradesman dwel- 
ling in a burgh for the sake of irafKc 
(Treatise, 3, 19). ' Trafiick is the very 
essence [of a borough], and by it the 
Being and Viulls of a Burgh or City U 
mantained ' (Skene, Memorialls of 
Burghs, 94). ' Les Cilees et Borghs sonl 
noblemcnt enfrannchci . . . pur susten- 
ance de loial Merchaundise, dont lonit 
par la greindie partic la Richesce el 1e 
comim Profit de tontes Roialmea ' (Rot. 
Pari., ii. 33a. 50 Edw. Urj. 
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gradually vanishing. The .incient burgage tenure ' — the 
natural concomitant of the old burghal communities, in which 
agriculture rather than capital and industry played the chief 
role — was no longer connected with citizenship. The latter 
was gradually transformed into a personal privilege, without 
qualification of property or residence, being obtained by birth, 
\ apprenticeship, purchase, gift, or marriage'. Payments of 
\scot and lot became the pre-eminent obhgation of burgess- 
ship ; and the right to trade or exercise a craft became its 
Ipre-eminent privilege. Thus the freemen — who in many 
Iplaces were identical with the burgesses — we re the successors 
iof the brethr en of the ancient G i'r| J^frrtunt The old 
popular Ceet government of the borough was superseded by 
a select governing town council, to whose members the name 
' burgess' was, in later times, often restricted. To this close 
corporation the crafts became a powerful and useful auxiliary, 
often even an effective check to its extravagances ; but they 
did not succeed in supplanting or dominating over it. The 
select body was an anomaly, which, with the aid of the royal 
prerogative, prevented the crafts from securing the paramount 
position to which their wealth and numbers entitled them. 
Whatever power they did obtain, whether as potent subsidiary 
organs of town government for the regulation of trade, or as 
the chief or sole medium for the acquisition of the municipal 
freedom, or as integral parts of the common council, was, 
generally speaking, the logical sequence of a gradual economic 
development, and not the outgrowth of a revolutionary move- 
ment by which oppressed plebeian craftsmen endeavoured to 
throw off the yoke of an arrogant, patrician Gild Merchant. 



' See ibove, p. 71. 

* For these t{ualilicaticiot, apcciRlly 
■pprentioeship, see Tol.ii, pp. 1,67, 193, 
»S9, a66, 168, 2^s ; Tighe Md Davis, 
Windior. ii. 403 ; Puker, Wfcombe, 
SO, 53 ; Uiibble, BflrtiMaplc, ii. 147 ; 
lA'eirm, Mtnales, Nombers 14, 37 1 
lucke, Exeter, 39 ; Mnntc. Coip. Com. 



■S35,p,ioi6; Narlon, Commecl., 106 ; 
Tenth Rep. MSS. Com., App. 1. 438 ; 
Liber Atbus, 383, 663 ; Riley, Memo- 
liniii. 397: Picion,Sel('goT,6B6; Tate, 
Alnwick, ii. 331. 131, 337; Pidt;ecm, 
MemoriBll, 151 ; Tomllnion, Done, 




i 




Later Mercantile Companies : Merchants, 
Staplers, Merchant Adventurers. 



The Giid Merchant is often confused with various other 
I kinds of gilds ^ In the preceding pages I have attempted 

carefully to distinguish it from the purely private social- 
, religious fraternities and from the craft gilds. Equal care 

must be taken to avoid confusing it with the later mercantile 
' associations, above all, with the various companies of mer- 

' chants, merchant staplers, and merchant adventurers. 

During t he fourteenth an d fifteenth centuries we find the 

I old Gild Mer ch ant resolved into two general classes of crafts. 

/^jAmysteries, arts , or occupations, namely, those wholl y of a 

I ^---^ mercantile c harac ter, and those in whicpSjih e artisan s till 

I figured p rominently. ^ The f orme r co nsisted exclusively of 

I deilersTwhob ought and sold what others made or produced ; 

wiiile the l atter em braced w orkers , who either did not sell any 
I wares at all or only such as they manufactured with their own 

I hands. The 1 «crcantiIe^sQC j eties^ av. in turn, be subdivided 

I intiu^ose th at dealt in o nly one particular line of g qpds, 

such as the d rapgrs^ leather-sellers, vintnerSjCtc, and those 

tha^fr aded in _a vaHi'ty of articles namely^ the common 
' or ordinary merchants, whose companies seem, in most cases, 

' McrewetherandSlephena.jSsiSsg, Cyclop., v. 3+7 ; Herbert, Li v. Comp., 
I 839, 1369: Coke. Reports, Pi. k. 30 ; i. I ; ReliqnHry, y. 67 ; Causton, Elec- 

' WaUonl, Antiii, Magai., L. 301 ; Itisnr, lioni, Ixxix., IxxxlL 
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to have been made up mainly of grocers and mercers'. The 
I old Gild Merchant embraced both merchants and artisans; 
I th^later^ Cornpany o f Merchants contained merchants only. 
I In some places, where tKe mercantile crafts — were 'hot 



' A mercer wu otiginall; ■ TDCTcliRnt 
who doll in smsU ward, like the 
ancient German ' Kiamei.' At first 
theic wBE piobahly no marked difTti- 
ence between retail mercers and retail 
nercbants ; Ihete terms often >eem to 
be used synonymoniily in Ibe sense of 
ordinal; liadcra or general dealers. 
But the term meicer afterwards be- 
came restricted to what Ajnerlcaus call 
•diy-goods' (haberdajhety, etc.), and 
itill later chiefly to iilk wares. See 
Riley, Liber Cust., 814; Skeat, Picl., 
364 ; Gtimro, Wiirterbnch, ' Kramer ' ; 
Hohlbaum, Urkundenbnch, Gloss., vol. 
ill. £61 ; Ancreo Riwie, 455 ; Bmclon, 
Dc Lcgiboi, i. 48 ; Rot. de Lib., 16S ; 
London and Miildlesex Aich, Soc.. iv. 
133; Ashley, Woollen lnd„ 68. The 
following passages throw some light 
upon the nature of the mercer's occu- 
pation : — ' Mercator qui vulgo mercen- 
iianusdidlur'^Huhlbaum, Urkuadenb,, 
iii. £61]. ' Marcenarius, qui in nun- 
dloii slabulum habct, de quo quod 
ponat ad collam suspensnm, quando 
novissime exit, debet obolum' (ibid., 
iii. 397, A.D. iJ5a). ' Des menue* on 
pelllz merceries come loie, (i\ d'or et 
d'argenl . . . de naperie, de lynge lielle, 
de canevas et d'autrei llcux grosses mer- 
ceries, el auxJDl loDtei manetes d'auties 
grouei marchandisei,' etc (,Kot Pari., 
iii. 47, * Rich. II). -Tiop de Mai- 
chandiK, come en grocerie, mer- 
cerie et pet trie,' etc. (Ibid., iii 
ti6; cf. ibid., it. 353.) In i486 the 
Mercers' Company of Soatbamploa 
lined a man for hawking (E>avies, 
iioutbamp,, 17s). A.D. 1510-11. ' De 
finibns mtrcenaiiomm pro conectione 
habenda de In tiawim, iii.r. \a\J.' 
(Recoids of Nattini;hain, iii. 104). 
Feb. 19, 1576-7. 'No Diaper, Mer- 
cer, llabcrdaiber, Halscller, Grocer, 
petty Chapman, or olher Ketailer an<t 



Victualler of all sorts — the like whereof 
are not made or traded in this Toune 
only cicepled— shall shew or sell upon 
the market and weeke day, except faire 
doyes, any of the before mencioned 
wares upon Ibrfeilure, afler reasonable 
admonitioa. [of] all such wares,' etc. 
(Tight and Davis. Windsor, i- 64a, 
643). An ordinance was made at 
Kendal. Mnrch J4, 1635, that woollen 
drapers shall sell all sorts of woollen 
cloth including hats and bands, that 
the mercen and haberdashers of small 
waies shall he accounted as one trade, 
thai grocers shall sell gtocery wares, 
apothecary wares, dying stuffs, and 
whatsoever is sold by the hundred- 
weight and gallon measure ; and that 
linen cloth shall be used in common 
until some will undertake to manage 
that trade (Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, App. 
iv. 317), In a document, datiog prob- 
ably (irom the second half of the six- 
teenth centnry, ' merccrie and all other 
alike wares' are referred to (Addit. MS., 
Mus. Brit., 18913, fol. 81). Sec also 
the Statute t and 1 P. & M.. c. 7. 

' Grocer' meant originally a whole- 
sale dealer, aucordingto the implied de- 
finition in the Statutes of the Realm, 37 
Edw. III.,c, p: ■lesMarchaunlrnomei 
groasers engrossent lotes moneres des 
roarcbandises vendables, Sl le ptls de 
liele marchsndie levent sodeenement 
deinz le roialme, mettanu a vent par 
ODvyne & oidinance entre eux failx— 
appelle Fratemile & Gilde de Mar- 
chaunt — les marcbandises qe sont plus 
cheres, & les autrei en repose tanqe au 
lempsqechierteon defBUtesait dicellcs.* 
I'robably by the caily pait of ihe Af- 
teenlh coitoty their dNlings became 
limited to grocery as now understood. 
See Liber Custum,, 730 ; Profflplotium 
Parvuloium, JI3; Rot. Pari, ill 66j; 
Skeat, Diet., 245, 
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numerous, the company of merchants included both general 
dealers and such as traded in only one kind of wares. In 
large towns like London, on the other hand, production was 
so extensive, and the sub-division of occupations so great, 
that there was no company of merchants at all, but grocers, 
mercers, drapers, etc. had their separate associations^. 

Generally speaking, the company of merchants supervised 
the monopoly of trading in such wares as were not produced 
or dealt in by the other crafts. Hence it often succeeded to 
a large part of the functions of the old Gild Merchant, 
though there seems to be no genetic connection between the 
two. In most cases, it w;^ s simplv one — generally the most 
important — of ^^ e ^ wauj^ crafl -^OAGi ons that sug erged^ the 

ancient G '*\^ ^^''^hflP^ 

These companies of merchants were not very numerous, and 
their organization differed very much in different places. 
Hence it will be expedient to discuss in detail a few typical 



^ Thus at York in 1415 there were 
fifty-feven crafts, the spicers, drapers, 
mercers, and fifty-four others (Davies, 
Vwk Records, 233-236). In 1448 
there were in Coventry companies of 
tailors, drapers, mercers, and more than 
twenty other craft fraternities (Poole, 
Coventry, 33, 34, 36). The mercers 
existed as a separate society much more 
freqnenUy than the grocers. Thus we 
find the former, among other places, 
at Gravesend, St. Alban's, Newcastle, 
Southampton, Kingston-upon -Thames, 
Sandwich, Hereford, Evesham, Wells, 
and Wallingford. See above, p. 123, 
n. I ; vol. ii. pp. 380, 385 ; John- 
son, Customs of Heref., 118; May, 
Evesham, 488; Davies, South., 275; 
Rep. MSS. Com., 1872, p. 332 ; 1876, 
p. 569 ; 1877, pp. 576, 577 ; Munic. 
Corp. Com. 1835, pp. 254, 1368. The 
mercen were often united with other 
crafb, especially the grocers, haberdash- 
ers, or apothecaries. Thus the mercers* 
company of Durham consisted of mercers, 
grocers, haberdashers, ironmongers, and 

VOL. I. 



salters (Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, pp. 
1511-1512; Hutchinson, Durham, ii. 
29). The mercers of Shrewsbury in- 
eluded grocers, ironmongers, and gold- 
smiths (Munic. Corp. Com. 1835, P* 
2016). At Gateshead the mercers were 
united with the drapers, tailors, and 
some other trades (ibid., 1525). In 
Chesterthe grocers,ironmongers,mercer8, 
and apothecaries formed one company 
(ibid., 2636). At Kendal the mercers, 
drapers, haberdashers and grocers were 
also thus united in 1638 (Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1885, App. iv. 300). The mer- 
cers and woollen drapers of Oxford were 
incorporated as one fraternity in 157a 
(Turner, Oxf. Records, 342, 348). In 
1 779 there were in the town of Glouces- 
ter a Company of Mercers and eleven 
others; the former included — besides 
mercers — apothecaries, grocers, and 
chandlers (Antiq. Magaz., iv. 246). 
See also above, p. 1 19, n. i ; and p. 1 21 ; 
vol. ii. pp. 12, 55, 56, 89, 199, 208, 349. 
For examples of mercers united with 
merchants, see below, p. 139, n. 2. 
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examples, rather than to attempt to lay down any rules con- 
cerning their general constitution and functions. 

The Company of Merchants of Alnwick is, I surmise, still 
in existence. Its records begin in 15S2 *. It was governed 
by an alderman and proctors*. In 1582 there were sixteen 
members; in 1789, thirty-two; in 1868, nine^ In 1603 it 
was ordered that ' none of the fellowshipp shall buy skinnes, 
unless it be with the alderman's license, before the tyme of 
the yeare that they ought to be sold at, upon paine of xx.^.' 
In 1609 the society sent searchers 'for shepe skynnes and 
goate skynnes, to goe unto the countrye upon the charges of 
the fellowshipp*.' In 1612 it was enacted that ' no alderman 
whatsoever nor any other of the fellowshipp in particular, 
unless the whole fellowshipp be consulted thereunto, shall 
gyve any lycence and leave to any foryners and strangers to 
sett out on the Markett dayes, which is prcjudiciall to the 
whole fellowshipp, of the paync and penaltie for every such 
offence xl.j.'" In 1635 it was agreed 'that the alderman 
and two of the company shall forbid the pedleres and petty 
chapmen to sell, or sett forth or show to be sold, any sort of 
grosseries or maynchester [i. e. Manchester] wares upon any 
Markett daye or any other daye, either in the Markett or [in 
any] house in the town; and yf they shall refus so to doc, it is 
agreed by the whole company to take distress or distresses 
from every offender,' etc.* 

Many other similar enactments show that the Company of 
Merchants of Alnwick were genera! shop-keepers, who dealt 
mainly in mercery and grocery wares. In 1657 four persons 
were prosecuted because they ' dayly sell all sorts of Mar- 
chandise in the oppen market.' In 1661 the Company resolved 
' to answer, both in purse and person, against all opposition of 
the Chepmen and Pedlars and all others that scekes to wroi^ 
the fellowship." In 1673 and in 1686 many such persons 
■ Tate, Alowlck, ii. Jll. ' Ibid., il. 314. 
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were found guilty of retailing grocery and mercery wares. At 
the Quarter Sessions held in i68a three men of Alnwick were 
indicted ^for exercising the mystery and calling of a merchant 
within the borough, not being freemen or having served an 
apprenticeship for seven years/ Again, in 1683 three others 
were indicted 'for exercising the mystery or occupation of 
mercers in the burg of Alnwick ' ; and in 1684 seventeen per- 
sons were indicted for the same offence. In 1685 Thomas 
Hardy of Alnwick and twelve others were indicted for 
exercising the art of grocer ; and two indictments were found 
against James Davison for trading both as mercer and grocer. 
The Company spent considerable money in prosecuting such 
delinquents at the Quarter Sessions^. In 1686 Henry Wilson, 
of Rennington, bound himself 'not to sell any grosser goods or 
mercery goods, in what kind soever, towbaco or pipes, brandy 
or watters, or any other merchant goods, but what he shall 
buy of Joseph Falder or other merchants belonging to 
the fellowship of merchants in Alnwick.' James Calhoun 
bound himself in 1718 ' not to sell grocery goods or any broad 
cloths, druggets, buttons, mowhairs, buckram, canvas, stay 
tape, or sewing silk.' In 171 7 Mark Donell bound himself 
* not to exercise the trade of mercer or grocer, not having 
served his apprenticeship to it (excepting thread, laces, inkles, 
tapes, ferretyngs, garters, and caduces), unless he hereafter 
serve his time.' The last attempts to enforce their monopoly 
were made by the Company in 1771, when they successfully 
prosecuted two persons for using the art or mystery of 
grocer ^ 

Besides the Company of Merchants there were formerly 
ten others in Alnwick — the cordiners, glovers, tanners, 
weavers, smiths, wrights, butchers, tailors, fullers, and 
coopers ^. 

> TEte, Alnwick, ii. 325, 326. » Tate, u. 321, 328-350. Most of 

' Ibid., it 327. For some account these companies were still in existence 

of thb Company in 1880, see Munic. in 1880. See the Report mentioned in 

Corp. Com. 1880, p. 603, et pass, the preceding note. 

K % 
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The still-existing Companyof Merchants of Carlisle possess 
records which go back to the sixteenth century ', These mer- 
chants included ' mercers, drapers, grocers, apothecaries, etc., 
in fact, all traders in CarHsle who were not actual manual 
workers^.' It was governed by two masters, two wardens, 
and two under-masters \ In 1 698 there were forty-four 
members; in 1706, only thirty-three*- The following are 
a few of the many ordinances made by this fellowship. 

A.D. 1634. 'None to sell sickles or sythes or anie other 
merchantize suffred to be sould by strangers, but onelie at the 
two faires. None fforyner or stranger suffred to sell anie 
merchandyse but in tyme of our faires. None to [?buyor 
sell] cottons or frise under couller ffor Scottes men .... All 
those that doe trayde to pay eucry quarter daye twelve pence. 
No Scotes man suffered to rctaile eythcr in market or houses. 
. . . An acte against George Rumley for refuscing the mer- 
chant dinner V 

A.D. 1641. 'John Watt hath submitted himselfe to the 
censor of this occupation to undergoe and pay what they 
shall set done [i.e. down] the next quarter day for his default 
in keeping unlawful! weights and measures, which he hath 
confessed *.' 

A.D. 1651. 'Whereas it is ordered this quarter day y' 
several! persons sell waircs in y* street to y* great prejudice of 
this trade. Therefore we raquire y° undermasters Edu[ard] 
Monke and Richard Glaister to take notice of such persons as 
doe sell waires in y" streete, y' they may be able to informc 
the leete court juraye next to be houlden, and see to present 
the same'.' This ordinance was made September i6th. On 
Muaic Rc- 



' Ferguson and Ni 
Gordi ot Carliile, 8S-H9. 

' Ibid,, 89. 'The merchanti' gild 
. . . included Ihe sbopkccpcn, tome 
£Tocen uA icedimen, other dnipera, 
btbenlubera, kpotbecarie*, etc.' (Ibid., 




• Ibid., 94. 9S- 

' Ibid., 109. The aitii of those ad- 
mitted to the Gild beeao thus :— ' Yon 
shall well and tniely use, ncrelie aod 
kecpe tme weighte and icieasum for 
bujmg and ielllng. nilhont aDy nuner 
oT fisad, costeoage, or deceit.* Jbid., 
91.5 

' Ibid.. 111. 
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October nth of the same year the following passage occurs 
in the court leet records : — * Wee present John Boweman, 
being noe freeman of this city, for keeping open shopp and 
selling merchant wares by retaile, as well upon the week day 
as market day, contrary to the priviledge of this citty, not 
having compounded with the companie of merchants; and 
therefore doe amercy him 5li ^.' 

July 2, 165a. * Complaint being made this quarter daye y* 
Richard Monke was partner with William Oliuant, a forriner, 
in buy[i]ng and selling a can of vinegar, th[ereupon] y* said 
Richard being questioned for the same doth acknowledge the 
truth of y* information and submitts himselfe ; the sentence of 
y* coort is this, y* upon confession he is acquitted for y* same, 
promising neuer to doe y* like, it being y® first fault, & he in- 
dyed [i.e. indeed] ignorant of our orders.' In 1656 Peter 
Norman is charged with a similar offence as to a bargain of 
herring, and in 1659 ^^ to some wool *. 

July 4, 1656. * It is ordered by the consent of the whole 
company that noe brother of this company shall at any time 
suffer either Scotsmen or others to retayl in his house any 
flax, onion-seed or any other comoditie which may be pre- 
iudeciall to the company of merchants,' etc. — * It is ordered 
by the consent of the company of marchants aforesaid that 
noe brother of this trade shall joyne as partner with any 
stranger or forraigner in the trade and occupacion of a mar- 
chant, either within the cittie or libertyes thereof. Neither 
shall any brother of this company give any account of proffitt 
or gaine to any stranger or non-freeman concerninge their 
trade, upon penaltie that euery brother that offends herein to 
forefeit for the benefitt of the trade the sume of ten pounds V 

April 7, 1 741. *It is ordered that Mr. Jos. Potts, James 
Jackson, H. Pearson, and the undermaster of this guild for 
the time being, carry on a prosecution against Richard 

^ Ferguson and Nanson, Mimic. Records of Carlisle, 29a. ' Ibid., 11 1. 

' Ibid., loi, 103. 



Hodgson for exercising the trade of a mercer, not having 
served an apprenticeship." There are many similar entries in 
the records ; the culprits were most frequently guilty of exer- 
cising the trade of a grocer '. 

Besides this Company of Merchants there were seven other 
craft fraternities in Carlisle — the weavers, smiths, tailors, 
tanners, shoemakers or cordwainers, skinners and glovers, 
and butchers '. 

The Company of Merchants of Dublin is even more interest- 
ing than those of Alnwick and Carlisle. In 1451 Henry VI 
granted a charter of incorporation to the Holy Trinity Gild 
or the ' Gild of the art of Merchants of the city of Dublin.' 
Its chief officers were to be two masters and two wardens. 
No foreigner was to buy by retail or wholesale in the city 
except of the merchants of Dublin*. In i,'577Queen Elizabeth 
conferred upon the fraternity the monopoly of buying and 
selling all kinds of wares brought to the town excepting 
victuals. Foreigners were not to buy from or sell to any 
persons except merchants of the Gild ; and they were to 
expose their goods for sale In the common hall only. Such 
wares were not to be removed from the hall within forty days 
without the special permission of the masters and wardens of 
the society. All goods of foreigners sold elsewhere than in the 
common hall were to be confiscated by the ofiicers of the Gild *■ 

The chief functions of the two masters were to preside over 
the four quarterly meetings ^ and to see that the ordinances 
of the fellowship were duly observed and that ' Trynnyte 
daye be worshipped and kept.' The two wardens collected 
the fines and quarterly dues*. In 1657 a council of twenty- 
four was appointed to manage the affairs of the fraternity ; 
but the members at large continued to attend the quarterly 



' Fc/gnsoo and Naaion, Monic. Re- 
cords orCnrliite, 1 16. 

* Ibid., 13-40, i»5-J7l. FCTgnion 
•od Nuuon'i woik conliint the full«t 
CoUectioD of priated ordiDince* relating 
to English crifb. 



' Vol. ii. pp. 60-61. 
' Vol. ii. pp. (ii-<s. 
' This will the mull nninber of nveet- 
ingt held dnnng the jear. See vol. iL 
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meetings. In 1679 it was ordered that only sixty of the 
brethren chosen by the council should be present at these 
quarterly assemblies. At this date there were about four 
hundred members ^. In 1749 it was stated that it had been 
customary for the masters and wardens, in pursuance of an 
order made at every Michaelmas quarterly meeting, to appoint 
the council every year, and that they had always named the 
Lord Mayor, all the aldermen of the city, the sheriffs and ex-i 
sheriffs, the masters and wardens, and all ex-masters and ex- 
wardens, together with thirty-one other brethren of the 
fraternity, to be members of the council. It appears that 
this council had usurped the right of electing the masters and 
wardens, and of returning persons to represent the Gild 
in the common council of the city ^. 

In 1573 it was ordered that * no one of any other corpora- 
tion [i.e. fraternity or gild] shall be admitted a brother 
of this Gild until he withdraw from the other body ^' Many 
members of these other craft fraternities* were also shop- 
keepers * ; but they retailed only one particular line of wares 
and were not to 'sell all sortes of merchandize®.* The Holy 
Trinity Gild was by far the most important fraternity in 
Dublin. It contributed two-thirds of the town cess in the 
reign of Elizabeth ; the other gilds, the remainder. It also 
frequently lent money to the civic authorities ''. 

An interesting feature of the Dublin Merchants* Company 
was its supervision of the * common town bargains.' These 
were cargoes purchased by certain civic officials in the name 
of the town, and then distributed in shares among the mer- 
chant burgesses, no one being allowed to buy wares landed in 
the port, unless the municipal authorities refused to purchase 
them. This seems to have been quite a common practice 

* VoL ii. p. 78. » Vol. ii. pp. 78, 79, 80, 81. 

• VoL IL pp. 81-S4. • Vol. iL p. 78. Wine, salt, coal, 
' VoL ii. p. 76. and iron were, as we shall soon see, the 
' There were twenty-four craft frater- most important commodities in which 

aitiei betides the Holy Trinity Gild the Dublin Company of Merchants dealt. 
Oimdc Coip. Com., Dublin, 15). ^ Vol. ii. p. 78. 



in England', Ireland ^ Wales' 

' For full details concerning the 
' town bargains ■ ot Liverpool, see vol. 
ii. pp. 148-lso. In Plymouth it was 
formeily customarjr to bay cargoes ' on 
the town accoant,' nnd shares were 
(Hotted to the freemen. The following 
tntry wenu to relate lo these tfiuis- 
actions;— '1596-7. Item, received of 
Mi. Fowaes tor monies gayned uppon 
lale of Come this yere, cl. /('.' (Rep. 
MSS. Com., 18B5, App. iv. 539.) 

' The following town oidinanee of 
Watofoid wai made itt the year 1433-4: 
> Also it was oidayned and giaUDtJd by 
eommene assente in the saide yerc that 
the Maire and bailiffs dnryng the yere 
sholde be eommene bieres [i.e. buyers] 
of al merchandise commyng unio the 
said citie, and to distribute the same 
upon >1 cilBBtns anil cammynalte of the 
*ame, ai they shal see bchoulfutl.' (Rep. 
MSS.Com.,1885, App.v. 195.) Agam: 
' In the foresaid day and yere [1493-3], 
forasmuch as Maire and balifa bene 
chosen to be eommene biers of all mar- 
chandlset commyng to the cilic, and 
bene distributers of the same upon the 
commynes for ibis yere, it is enacted 
and ordayned by eommene assent that 
no manere of man daeUing within the 
cilie or snbuibes shall goo againste ony 
ihippe or shippes estrangers that sba)l 
■lyve within (hit haven, with ony 
manere of marchandise, and if it Tatlune 
ony parson or paisonei (o be atl Passage 
or in ony otbre place within this haven 
att Ih'atiyving into the same of ony 
sach ihippe or shippes, that then no 
such pardon norparsons shall goo aborde 
tbcm, nothrc bye, syil, nor make bar- 
; with them, nor to goo theddre 
[i, e. thither] to th'cnde to awaite uppon 
the commyng of sbippcs into this haven, 
by no manere of colour, except ssch 
panoa or psrvins be send theddre by 
Maire and balifs. And who so e\-er do 
the contrary herof, and theiof to be 
convicted, shal pay x].s. for a fyne, 
without ony grace, and lose his Ise- 
dome.' (Kep. MSS. Cum., 1SS5, App. 
T. 313.) In lS"-3 dissensions having 
Wttterford concerning ' (he 




and Scotland *. It evidently 

hying of mariner portajies ' and other 
haberdashery and petty wares brought 
by merchant strangers lo the city, it 
was enacted ' that all manere marcban- 
dis, what so ever kynde thei be of, and 
mariner portages commyng in ony 
shippe lo the cilie that is or shall be 
devydnblc, shal be bought by the 
Maire and balives. which bene eom- 
mene biers for tyme being, and to dis- 
tribute the same on fremen of the citie 
(the propre goods of free citisains and 
inhabitants only excepted). And that 
no fre citisaine nor inhabitant shall pro- 
cure or attempt to bye any manere of 
marchandis so commyng to the cilie 
withoute a speciall licence hadde of the 
Maire for tyme being.' (Ibid., 31^.) A 
civic statnte of Galway of the year 
1534 ordered ihal 00 one of the town 
should buy any goods from aiiaDKe 
sliips without the consent of Ihe Mayor 
andolherofilicers. ' And, further, it isor- 
derid that if any man engrosse or profet 
more to anny man or stranger for his 
wares then the Mayor and Cotmsaill 
did offer or profer to him for the 
ulilitie of this towne,' he will be lined 
lOOi. (Ibid., 400-401.) Cf also ibid,, 
40S, where cargoes ' bought by the 
cumens ' of Galway are referred to. 

C. 5 of the Statute of Kilkenny, 40 
Edw, III, was enacted mainly for the 
regulation of the sale of victuals brought 
to any port or town of Ireland. It 
ordered that the mayor, sovereign, or 
other chief ofhccr of the town should 
call before him two of the roost discreet 
men of Ihe place, as well as the mer- 
chant lo whom the said wares belonged , 
and the sailors of hit ship. The mer- 
chant and the sailors were to stale, on 
oath, the hrst cost of the goods and Ihe 
expenses of transportation. Then the 
mayor, or chief-officer of the town, and 
the two discreet men were to name a 
price at which the wares must be Mild. 
See Irish Archaeol. Soc, Tracts relat- 
ing to Irel,, ii. 18. 

* For this practice al Kenfig and 
Heath, see vol. ii. pp, 133, 176. 

' The following municipal ordinance 
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aimed to secure the equitable distribution of merchandise^ 
particularly victuals ; to prevent * engrossing * ; and to keep 
down prices. 

We have a very full account of how these joint purchases 
were made in Dublin. The Holy Trinity Gild here had the 
monopoly of such purchases. The principal articles bargained 
for were wine, coal, iron, salt, pitch, and rosin ^. The two 
masters of the Gild were always two of four ' buyers,' and the 
two wardens were the * dividers ' and * deliverers,' * trewly to 
delywir and dewydid untoo all the brethyrn *.' When the 
buyers made a common bargain, the masters and wardens 
summoned the brotherhood and ascertained what portion each 
gildsman desired to have. If, after the wants of all had been 
satisfied, a surplus remained, it was distributed among the 
brethren merchants, * every man after his degree ^.' If the 
bargain was not sufficient to satisfy the wants of all, it was 
distributed among them in the same way, each merchant 
receiving a share proportionate to his commercial rank ^. As 
soon as the bargain had been thus divided and ' delivered,' an 
assembly of the gildsmen set a ' reasonable price ' upon the 
wares, which were not to be sold at any other price, under a 



of Thuno was made in the seventeenth 
century :— ' That when merchants, ship- 
pen, or owners of goods shall come 
with goods to the said burgh, by sea or 
land, to be sold in greate, that no in- 
habitant shall make any bargain there- 
with, until the baillies and conncelors 
lefnse the same ; and that the said ma- 
gistrates, npon the neat payment thereof, 
without fraud or guile, make offer to 
the merchants, craftsmen, and inhabits 
anti of the said burgh, that they may 
hate their proportion of the same, ac- 
cording to their necessitys and ability ; 
and that none make merchandise in 
buying and selling privately or openly, 
in prejudice of the said merchants, crafts- 
men, and other inhabitants, under the 
pains of such laws as the said magis- 
trates shall impose and inflict upon the 



contraveners, both sellers and buyers, 
competent, according to the laws of 
the burgh.* (Calder, Caithness, 379.) 
'Any one not a burgess of the burgh 
[of Linlithgow], importing goods, could 
not sell them without first making an 
offer of them to the Council [of the 
burgh] ; and if the importer did not 
agree with the Council as to the price, 
he was forbidden to sell them at a 
lower rate than that he had refused from 
the Council.* (Hist, of Linlithgow, 
1845, p. 14.) 

1 Vol. ii. pp. 66, 68, 70, 7a, 73, 76, 
78. 

« Vol. U. pp. 67, 70, 71, 77, 78. 

' Probably according to the extent of 
each man's business, or his commercial 
standing in the community. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 67, 73. 
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heavy penalty '. No one was permitted to make an ofTer for 
any cargo brought to Dublin, unless the gild-officers (i. e. the 
'buyers') refused to purchase it; even then no merchant 
could buy any part of it without the licence of the ' buyers.' 
If such licence was granted, then all the brethren who had 
previously expressed a desire for some of the wares, were to 
have their due shared The wardens 'shall have for their paynes 
double holdinges [i.e. shares] ofall the bargaines to be made for 
this yelde ^* Brethren receiving goods bought by the Gild were 
to pay for them within ten days *. They were sworn to keep 
secret all matters discussed at the meetings of the fraternity, 
and especially the views of the assembly concerning ' bargaynes 
that bene boght and solde".' When the stranger merchant 
had disposed of his cargo, he was to depart within a period 
specified by the gild officers". In 1603 it was ordered that 
the masters and wardens should make no bargains for their 
own account, but only for the benefit of the whole brother- 
hood ; nor should they refuse any bargain without the 
consent of a competent number of the brotherhood '. 

In some towns other fraternities besides the Company 
of Merchants made purchases in common, and afterwards 
divided them among the brethren. Thus wood and bark 
were bought for the whole Company of Tanners of Alnwick 
by officers called quartermasters, who allotted to each tanner 
a proportional share of every purchase ^ So, too, in the first 



' Vol. ii. pp. 66, 67. 76. 
» Vol. ii. pp. 70.73, 7S,77. 

• VoL ii. p. 76. 

• Ibid. 

• Vol. ii. p. 68. 
'Vol.i:.p.7i. 

• Val. ii. p. 77. 

' ' M*rcb. t6, 1645, It it ordered. 
If any borgainc* of woode ud baikc be 
lliu ycaic bonghl, that John Stiolher, 
Thomu Voimgcr, John Walker, ud 
Robert Slrolher ihill be bnyeie [? buy- 
en] Ihereof; and for every daye^jomey 
they tie allowed 1/. a man daly ; and 
•hall proporlioa to every man lucb 



Bbitres as they shall thiakc filt ; and 
noe man ^oll bay barke but they sball 
ncqaaint the 4 men upon paine of 40s. 
and eipaluon out of the bareainc' 
April 9. 1646. ■ BouEht of Mr. Jamea 
Ogle of Cawiey Paike a bargatne of 
woode and baikc for whtdi tbe com- 
pany is to pay two hundred and fortie 
pound, Anthony Adston, John Slrolher, 
Thomas Younger, and Koberl Strolhec 
[i. e. they baught Ihe bargain], and en- 
gaged for payment of Ihem at tbew 
dayes following, vie., al Whitiunday 
next £100, at St. Nicholas day ,C40' «' 
Midiaelmas £ioo; aod ai qnarter- 
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half of the eighteenth century the brethren of the Cordwainers' 
Company of Newcastle-upon-Tyne made purchases of leather 
in common, which were recorded in * The Company's Sharers' 
Book 1; 

There was a Company of Merchants in various other towns 
besides Alnwick^ Carlisle, and Dublin K In the meagre 
accounts of them that have come down to us, nothing is said 
of 'common bargains.' Still it is quite probable that such 
purchases were made by other companies of merchants 
besides that of Dublin. 



maisters doe allot every quarter or pro- 
portioiiable share as foUoweth; it is 
agreed that none of the wood shall be 
sonld bat with the consent of the fonr 
qnaxtermaisters ; the partners are to 
pay upon the 7th of Aprill their first 
payment to the qoartermaistres.* The 
shares allotted to each tannery were 
from ^5 to ^30. (Tate, Alnwick, ii. 
338.) ' The last notice of bark baying 
is in I7ai, when 21s, was taken oat of 
the common box of the Company to 
defray the charge of going to York to 
look for bark. When a common bar- 
gain was bought, each tanner was com- 
pelled to take his share. One load of 
baik a member might bay, in 1657, on 
bis own account ; bat if he boaght 
more, he was fined 391. i id., and was 
excluded from all bargains.' (Ibid., ii. 

339-) 
' Mackenzie, Newc, ii. 675. 

* There was a Company of Merchants 
at Beverley, Chesterfield, and Morpeth 
(see voL ii. pp. 23, 47 ; Poulson, Bev., 
354-356; Rep. Rec. Com., 1837, P* 
431 ; Manic Corp. Com., 1835, P* 
i6a8 : Rep. MSS. Cool, 187a, p. 44. 
In HuU also there were two societies of 
Merchants (vol. IL pp. no, 114). In 
Ireland the notices of the gild are 
generally so meagre that it is often dif- 
ficult to tell whether the ancient Gild 
Merchant or the later Company of 



Merchants is alluded to. See the refer- 
ences in the table given above, pp. 18- 
20; Royal Hist and Arch. Assoc of 
Irel., 1870-1, I 284, 287, 288; Manic 
Corp. Com., Irel., 464, 818 ; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1885, App. V. 444, 445. 

We sometimes find the merchants 
united with other traders, especially 
with mercers, grocers, and apothecaries. 
In York the Company of Merchants em- 
braced the merchants, mercers, grocers, 
and apothecaries (Drake, Ebor., 224). 
In Salisbury the merchants, mercers, 
grocers, apothecaries, goldsmiths^ 
drapers, upholsterers, and embroiderers, 
formed a single company in 161 2, which 
had power to inflict fines upon the 
brethren for unlawful weights and 
measures (Hoare, Mod. Wilts, vi. 340). 
There were formerly twelve companies 
in Kendal: the chapmen, merchants, 
and salters; the mercers and drapers; 
and ten others (Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, 
App. iv. 312). In 1630 the Company 
of Merchants of Dorchester included the 
merchants, mercers, grocers, haber- 
dashers, linen - drapers, apothecaries, 
booksellers, upholsterers,button-makers, 
and barber-surgeons (vol. ii. p. 57). 
The Company of Merchants at Mor- 
peth consisted of merchants and tailors 
(Mackenzie, Noithumb., ii. 192). See 
also vol. ii. pp. 130, 359. 
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Merchant Staplers. 

The staplers were merchants who had the monopoly of 
exporting the principal raw commodities of the realm ', 
especially woo!, woolfels, leather, tin, and lead ; wool figuring 
most prominently among these 'staple' wares*. The mer- 
chants of the staple used to claim that their privileges dated 
from the time of Henry III^, but existing records do not 
refer to the staple before the time of Edward 1. Previous to 
this reign the export trade was mainly in the hands of the 
German Hanse merchants. 

The staples were the towns to which the above-mentioned 
wares had to be brought for sale or exportation. Sometimes 
there was only one such mart, and this was situated abroad, 
generally at Bruges or Calais, occasionally at Antwerp, 
St. Omer, or Middleburgh *. From the reign of Richard II 

(Tower MUc, Roll 341). "Jid '"39- 
Hen. VI respeclively. The first is 
paificulatl)' vnluablc and should not 
be ignored by Ihe future bislorinn of 
the sliple. 

' Batter, cheese, and cloth are also 
occaiionBtlynicDlianeil: ' Marchandiies 
de I'Eilaple, come U>ncs, Quira, Peaux 
lanuti, ct Plamb, ou Esteym, Bure, 
Fnim^je, Draps. oD autiea Commodi- 
tec» de la Tcrre' (Rot. Pari., iii. 17B, 
14 Rich. H). 

' Schanz, i. 319 ; ftlnlynei. Centre of 
Circle of Commerce, 93. 

• Rywer, Focdera, ii. 348. tija.ti 
fail.; Statute! o( the Kcalm, 11 Rich. 
II, c. iG.^The loitowing is one of the 
earlieit documents relnling to the staple, 
' Pro Maioie Mcrcatomm et ipiis Mer- 
catoribus. Rex Collectoribiu cuitume 
lonanim et pellium lanutarum In por- 
lubui de Nouo Castro super Tynam, 
Hertelpolc, Kyngcitonia super Hull, 
Lenne, Gemeoiuca, Gippeswico, LoD- 
don'.SanJewico, Cicestria, Sulhamlonia, 



' For some accounti of the staple, 
■ee von Ochenkowskl. 187-110: Slubbs, 
Const. Hist., ii. 446-44B ; Duke, Pto- 
lusioaes HiK., S3-8r ; Jones, Mer- 
chants of Staple, in Wills. Magaz., ix. 
IJ7-I59 (based roaiolj on Dulie) ; 
Schanz. Hondelspolitlk, i. 3i7'35i ; 
Aihley, EcoQ. Hist., 111-113; Ann- 
atrong. Treatise conceniing the Staple, 
in Pauli's Diei Volksir. Denk., 15-43 ! 
CDnnlnghaiD, Engl. Industry, 176-179, 
184-186 \ Le DibaX des Hemuts, pp. 
xiiri.-uvii., 114, 115, 144-1461 Coke, 
Fourth Inst., C46; Hall, Cnstomt-Ke- 
veone, i. 19-45. "^^^ fullest accounts 
are those of von Ocbenhowski and 
Svhani, the former for the earlier bit' 
tory, the latter for the later history; 
but neither of these writers exhausts the 
subject. None of the above-mentioned 
■Dihon have coDsnlled the Suple Rolls 
in [be Record Office [Tower KeconU). 
Only four of these seem now to be ex- 
tant; they belong to the years 27-50 
Edw. Ill, 1-13 Rich. H, :-io Hen. VI 
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until 1558 the foreign staple was at Calais ^. The list of 
home staples was also frequently changed K During a 
portion of the reigns of Edward II and Edward III they 
were at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, York, Lincoln, Norwich, Lon- 
don, Winchester, Exeter, Bristol, Dublin, Drogheda, Cork, 
Shrewsbury, Carmarthen, and Cardiff^ By a statute of I3!z8 
it was enacted that 'the staples beyond the sea and on 
this side ordained by kings in times past,' should cease^ and 
that merchants, foreigners or natives, might freely go and 
come with their wares in England *. In 1353 staples were 
established at Newcastle, York, Lincoln, Norwich, West- 
minster, Canterbury *, Chichester, Winchester, Exeter, Bristol, 
Carmarthen, Dublin, Waterford, Cork, and Drogheda^. In 
1369 it was enacted that the staple at Calais should be 
abolished, and that staples should be held at Newcastle, Hull, 
Boston, Yarmouth, Queenborough, Westminster, Chichester, 



Bristollia, et Cestria, Salntem. Cum 
de coQsilio nostro ordinauerimns qaod 
Mercatores indigene et alienigene lanas 
et pelles lanntas infra regnnm et potes- 
tatem nostram ementes et ad terras 
Brabancie, Flandrie, et de Artoys ven- 
dendas dncere volentes, lanas illas et 
pellet ad dictam stapulam infra allqnam 
eamndem terramm per Maiorem et 
Commnnitatem dictonim Mercatorum 
de regno nostro ordinandam ac assig- 
nandam, ac pront expedire viderint mit- 
tandas, et non ad alia loca in terns 
illifl docant sen dud fadant vUo mode' ; 
and inasmndi as we allowed fines to be 
imposed by the mayor and counsel of 
the said merchants for breaches of this 
ordinance, to be levied by our ministers, 
' ad opos nostrum, prout in carta nostra 
inde confecta plenius continetur ' : never- 
theless, we hear that certain merchants 
aze guilty of breaking this enactment. 
Hence we request you to help the said 
mayor in the execution of this ordinance 
as much as you can (Rec Office, Pat 
RoU 7 Edw. II, p. z, m. 18, Aug. a a). 
This 'mayor of the merchants of the 
realm ' or ' mayor of the staple * had 



the general oversight of all the staples. 
Cf. Rymer, Foedera, ii. 378, 566 ; Pari. 
Writs, ii. pt. ii. App. 391 ; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1881, p. 127. 

^ Von Ochenkowski, 190. 

' But the Staple Rolls in the Record 
Office show that the home staples were 
not changed as frequently as one might 
infer from the Statutes of the Realm ; and 
that they did not necessarily alternate 
with the foreign staple, as some writers 
seem t,o think, but that both generally 
existed at the same time. 

* Rymer, Foedera, ii. 705. In the 
same document mention is made of 
Lostwithiel, Truro, and Asperton, as 
home staples for the tin of Cornwall 
and Devonshire. 

* Statutes, i. 259. 

" The staple at Canterbury was esta- 
blished 'en I'onur de Seint Thomas* 
(Rot. Pari., ii. 253). 

' Statutes of the Realm, i. 33a. In 
the same year a petition from the com- 
mons to establish staples at Worcester, 
Nottingham, Hull, Boston, Stamford, 
Lynn, and Ipswich, was refused (Rot. 
Pari., ii. 253). 
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Winchester, Exeter, Bristol, and in the Irish and Welsh towns 
in which they formerly were', Lynn, Melcombe Regis, 
Ipswich, Gaiway, and Limerick are also mentioned during the 
reign of Edward IIP. Under his successor, Richard II, 
Boston, Westminster, Winchester, Exeter, and Bristol figure 
most prominently among the home staples*. During the 
same reign the staple was changed from Queenborough to 
Sandwich *. The Staple Rolls of Henry the Sixth's reign men- 
tion only Boston, Chester^ Newcastle, Westminster, Chichester, 
Exeter, and Bristol as home staples. The statute of 4 Ed- 
ward IV, c. 3, enacted that all merchandise of the staple 
should be carried to Calais and to no other place abroad ; 
and that the said wares should be shipped only from such 
towns in England where the king had his beam, his weights, 
and his collectors of customs, namely, at Poole ^ Southampton '', 

SoDlhampton. (Rec. Office, Pat. Roll 
I Edw. IV, p. 3, in. 13 ; Sydenham, 
Poole, 161.) 'The sutule sUplc— of 
which there are some precedtnU, [temp. 
Edward VI] dill csisting in ui old 
book in tlie municipal archives of Poole 
— wu a bond of record acknowledged 
before [he mayor of the staple, in Ibe 
presence of all or one of the consuble* ; 
and to all obligation! made on recog- 
niioncd so acknowledged the statute 
required that a seal, ordainol for that 
purpose, should be affixed ; and Ihil 
■eal of the staple was tbe only odc ne- 
cessary 10 attest llie contract, lliese 
courti have gune Into disu&e ; but tbe 
seal belonging to the atapte court of 
Poole is still in eiiitence. It bean the 
legend— SiciLLr Stapulk is Pobtu 
DK POLH." iSydeabnm, i6i.) 

' A patent of 13 Hen. VI granled 
thai the town of Sonthampton should 
be 'una stapula tarn ad recognicionei 
dcbitoroin in ei<lem slapula justa for- 
mam St;ituti Slapule In eadem stapula 
accipiendos. quam ad omnia alia ad 
hnjuimodi supulnm pcrtiRencia ibidem 
facicnda et excercenda ' ; the borgeuea 
were to elect annnnlly a mayor and two 
conilablei of the slnple. (Kcc. Office, 



' Statutes of tbe Realm, i, 31)0. For 
tbe&lapleat Boston, tee also Kot. Pari., 
11. 331, and Thomptoii, Hist, of Boston, 
338-31(0; for the staples at Vamioiith 
and Bristol, see also Kot. Pari,, ii. 319; 
Munic. Corp. Com, 1835, p. I175. 

* Rec Office. Staple Roll l7'£0Edw. 
m, m. 6, et pass. ; RoL Pari., li. 388, 
318, 311). For the sliplea at Ipswich 
and Lynn, under Rich. II. and Hen. IV, 
see ibid., ill. 560; and Staple Roll 1-13 
Rich. 11. In 49 Edward III a staple 
was established at Gaiway for three 
yean i,Chartae Hibem., 69); fpr the 
atapln of Cork, Drogheda, Limerick, 
and Watcrford in the came reign, see 
ftad., 69, 70. 

* Rec Office, Staple Roll 1-13 Rich. 

* lUd.. and Rot. Pari., iU. to. i 
Rich. n. 

* Cherteroccnrain Rec. Office, Tower 
MUc.. Roll 341 (3 Hen. VI). 

* In 1433, Henry VI allowed Poole 
lO be a port for shipping and unloading 

iKrcbandise and all kind* 
of waics belonging to the staple; and 
he granted that (be mayor of Ihc staple 
■honld have cogniiouce of the iliple, 
with ibc same lilwrliei as the mayor of 
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Chichester, Sandwich, London, Ipswich, Boston, Hull, [New- 
castle], and Lynn \ To the Irish staple towns already men- 
tioned are to be added Carrickfergus, Dungarvan, Ennis, 
Kilkenny, Kinsale, Londonderry, New Ross, Sligo, Wexford, 
Youghal, and probably others; but most of these staples 
appear to have been established by James I ^. 

The many changes in the location of the staples — especially 
the foreign staple, during the fourteenth century — were often 
due to political rather than economic considerations, the 
/^ removal of the staple mart being employed by the English 
king as a weapon of coercion or reprisal against foreign 
princes. 

The most important public enactment regulatii^ the staple 
is the ordinance of 27 Edward III ^. It ordains that the 
staple of wool, woolfels, leather, and lead shall be held 
in certain places (already mentioned above) in England, 
Ireland, and Wales. In these towns the wares shall be 
weighed and sealed under the seal of the mayor of the staple. 
The custom of the staple having been paid, the goods shall 
be transported from York to Hull, from Lincoln to Boston, 
from Norwich to Yarmouth, from Westminster to London, 
from Canterbury to Sandwich, and from Winchester to 
Southampton. At these ports the wares shall be again 
weighed by the royal collectors of customs (* customers '). 
Merchandise brought to the other staple towns (Newcastle, 
Chichester« etc.) shall be weighed only once, in the presence 
of the 'customers/ an indenture being made between the 
latter and the mayor of the staple of all wares brought to the 
staple for exportation*. Foreign merchants shall be protected, 

Coot Roll a Rich. Ill, p. 3, m. 3a; a civil magistrate * (Davies, Sonthamp., 

Rep. MSS. Com., 1887, App. iii. p. 219). 

45.) Speed, the historian of Southamp- * Statutes of the Realm, iL 407-409. 

ton, who died in 1781, says: 'The ' See vol. ii. pp. 250, 251, 285-288; 

Corporation still continue to elect of- Manic. Corp. Com., Irel., 64, 76, 314, 

ficers of the staple every year, who are 535, 559, 622, 746; Liber Mnnerum, i. 

sworn into their offices; the mayor 2, 7, 8, 27, 35, 40. 

taking the oath of the Mayor of the ' Statutes, i. 332-343. 

Staple, besides the oath of a mayor as * Ibid., c. x . 
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and justice is to be done them from day to day and hour to 
hour, according to the law of the staple or the law-merchant, 
and not according either to the common law or particular 
tMifghal usages'. They shall be impleaded before no tribunal 
except that of the mayor and constables of the staple \ This 
mayor is to have recognizances of debts, a seal being pro- 
vided for that purpose \ In every staple town a mayor and 
two constables are to be appointed by the king to govern the 
staple ; in the future the former shall be annually elected by 
the conunonalty of the merchants, as well aliens as denizens*. 
The mayor and constables shall have power to keep the 
peace, and to arrest offenders for trespass, debt, or breach of 
contract. The mayors, sheriffs, and bailiffs of the towns where 
the staples are held, shall aid the mayors and constables 
of the staples in the execution of their duties ^. The merchant 
strangers shall choose two aliens to sit with the mayor and 
constables of the staple to try suits touching alien merchants*. 
The ordinance contains several other important enactments, 
which we cannot here stop to discuss, 
y It is evident that the staple wzs primarily a fiscal organ of 
the crown, facilitating the collection of the ro3ral customs. It 
also ensured the quality of the goods exported by providii^ a 
machinery for viewing and marking them ; and it stimulated 
commerce by providing alien merchants with a special tribunal 
and protecting them in other ways, ' to give courage to mer- 
chant strangers to come vnth their wares and merchandises 
into the realm ^.' 

It is likewise evident, from the ordinance of 27 Edward III 



* Sutntei, i. 33a-543> c. 2. 
« Ibid., c. 8. 

' Ibid., c. 9. 

* Tbe Staple Rolls in the Record 
Office consist chiefly of royal confinna- 
tions of sach elections. These Rolls 
show that the two constables as well 
as the mayor were genenlly elected by 
the merchants both natire and foreign. 

* Statutes, i. 332-343, c at. 



* Ibid., c. 24. 

^ Ibid., L 333. C. 2 also states one 
object of these laws to be ' to replenish 
the said Realm and Lands with Money 
and Plate, Gold and Silver,' etc For 
the functions of the staple as an organ 
to regulate the importation of precious 
metals, sec von Odienkowski, aoi, 
fi feg. 
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and from other records, that the mayor and constables of the 
home staples were public functionaries of the king, originally 
distinct from the municipal authorities ^, although in course of^*^ 
time it became customary in some towns for the mayor of the 
borough to act ex-officio as mayor of the staple ^. 

We are particularly concerned with the organization of the 
staplers as a company or gild. There can be no doubt that 
they constituted one general fraternity or fellowship, although 
few modem writers allude to this fact, and some expressly 
deny it ^. Indeed, the Company of the Staple of England is 
still in existence, although it is now shorn of all its ancient. 
trade functions, its members assembling only to feast together. 
In a plea before Justices Day and Wills*, March 20, 1887, it 
was claimed that Edward III founded the Company, but no 
confirmation of this appears in the Statute, Parliament, or 
Staple Rolls of his reign. It is more probable that the 
Company was established by one of his immediate successors. 
It was already in existence about the middle of the fifteenth 
century. * Concerning your marchauntes of Fraunce,' says a 
writer of that period, * we have also marchauntes in England, 
who frequenteth all the partes of the world for traffique of 
marchaundyse. And especially .II. companyes, that is to say, 
the ryght worshypful company of marchauntes adventurers, 
and the famous felyship of the Estaple of Calais, by whom not 
only the martes of Barowe * and Andwarpe be mayntened, but 



* Vol. il pp. 58, 59, 251 ; Rep. MSS. to his own use. The head of the society 
Com., 1887, App. iii. 45. is still called the mayor. Now that its 

* Davies, Sonthamp., 219; Hunt, funds have been embezzled, this spectre 
Bristol, 77; Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, of a once powerful organization will 
App. V. 282. probably soon vanish. — I have tried to 

* Duke, Prolnsiones, 71-77. ascertain whether the Company pos- 

* This case was tried in the Queen's sesses any of its ancient records, and 
Bench ; a report of the proceedings is whether I would be allowed to consult 
given in iht Daily Chronicle of March 28, the same, if any existed. The solicitors 
1887. It was an action brought by the of the Company. Messrs. Watney, Til- 
Company against the Bank of England leard, and Preeman, of 4 Lombard 
for the recovery of £^2^0 in consols. Court, E.C., made no answer to my 
which the clexic of the Company had inquiries. 

drawn from the Bank and appropriated ^ (?) Bruges. 

VOL. I. L 
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also in effect al the towncs of Brabant, Holand, Zeland, and 
Flaunders ',' 

The home staples of England and Wales individually do 
not seem to have constituted separate fraternities * though 
they often acted jointly, as, for example, in electing their 
mayors and constables. In Ireland, on the other hand, during 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the staplers of a town 
were generally incorporated as a company or fraternity \ The 
charter granted by the king to such a fellowship generally 
allowed its members annually to elect a mayor and two 
constables, to make bye-laws, to have charge of the king's 
beam for the weighing of wares, and to take recognizances of 
the staple. It was the custom in some Irish boroughs to 
appoint the retiring mayor of the town mayor of the staple, 
and the retiring bailiffs of the town constables of the staple *. 




' Coke, in Le D^bnt dra Hcniuli, 
114, 115. In the early pun of the six.- 
leenth centnry Annstrong refen tu the 
metchuits of the staple ai s ' company 
corporal ' (PauH, Drei Voiksw. Denlc., 
15). See also Rep. M5S. Com., 1S73, 
P«. 

* Perhaps Boston forms an exception ; 
for Ihe Haplers there bad a hall and 
owned property (Thompson, Boston, 
III, )])). Probably, however, such 
halU were used mote for the vreieblng 
and viewing of (he staple waies than for 
convivial purpoies. 

* Sec the rcferencei given above, p. 
143, n. a ; vol, ii. pp. jg, 85. 350 ; Liber 
Munemio, i. 7, 14, 1$; Mnnic. Corp. 
Com., Irel., 318, 319. 346. 348. 349, 
£83,810,818; Hardiman.Galway. 99, 
100; D'Allon. Do^eda, L 165, 166; 
Kec Office. Pat. Roll 7 Car, 1, p. j. 
No. 8; Rep. MSS. Com., 1885, App, 
V. iSj. 184, 187, 306; Addit. MSS., 
Mui. BrlL, 19865, ff. I{3-I,s6i 3>88j, 
B. 119, lao (charters of 6-7 Jnc 1 to 
Cork and limerick). 

' Vol.il. p.151 i Monic, Corp. Com., 
Ireland., S18. In U'atcrlord the tniyoi 
at the town appears lo have been ej 
Bfficia mayor of the stiple ; the sheriff*, 



(he constables of the staple : and the 
gaoler, marshal of the staple (Rep. 
MSS. Com., 188s. App. V. iSj, 384). 
The following also relates to Waterfotd. 
'Feoda Cnrie Stapnie dicle Clvitatii 
et Amerclamenta ejnidem: — In primls, 
de qualibet querela cujnscamqae ac- 
CLonis, videlicet, ad asum et disposi- 
cionem Matoris ct Conslabalariorain, et 
Don ad commonem piiidem, 11,1/. Item, 
Recordotori, live clerico, pro inlroitn 
cujuslibet qoeiele, viii.rf.' Varioos 
olhcr im follow, inctading the fee of 
the marshal, ' Amercianacnta ejnsdem 
Curie siunl in Curia Clvitatii lupra- 
scripta.' ^bid., 187.) This record 
tecmi to be of the liiteenth century. 
In t4lS9-70, it was ordained by the 
commonalty of WalerTord ' tliut the 
Maire nor constiibles of the Staple 
sholde rccevc no manerc of man into 
the frediiaie of the same withontc 
thadvice of the marchaantcs of the 
Staple whiche wil be presentc alt that 
tymc ol congregation, and in especial 
of X. or <ii, of the cooBsailc. And that 
DO man be tecevid marchaiml of the 
Slaplc, Uise than afor he be a freman 
iwome of the saide citic and of Inglish 
nncion. or else to have bia liberie of 
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In idea and generally in practice, the Company of Merchants, 
spoken of in the preceding section of this chapter, was distinct 
from the Company of the Staple. The latter had to do with 
the sale and exportation of a certain few commodities ; the 
former was concerned with internal trade and dealt in a great 
variety of articles. At Dublin, howevef, the staplers seem to 
have constituted a higher branch of the Society of Merchants, 
probably consisting of its wealthier members^. No one in 
Dublin could be a stapler until he had exercised the occupa- 
tion of a merchant at least two years *. The distinction 
between the town, the Company of Merchants, and the Com- 
pany of Staplers is well illustrated in the history of Drog- 
heda. In this borough the mayor of one year was mayor of 
the staple during the year following and master of the Gild of 
Merchants during the third year. There was a similar suc- 
cession in the offices of sheriffs of the town, constables of the 
staple, and wardens of the Gild of Merchants \ 

The increase of home manufactures and the corresponding 
diminution in the export of wool sapped the foundations of 
the staple system. The prohibition of the export of wool in 
1660^ must have given a finishing blow to the staple as an 
active organism. " But there were still some survivals of the 
home staples in the first half of the present century *, and as 
I have already pointed out, the Company of the Staple of 
England is still in existence. 

the Kyng. — And no manere of man by ^ Vol. ii. p. 85. 

no freshe hyds within the jurisdiction ' Vol. ii. p. 76. 

of the saide staple, save only marchaunts ' Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 818. 

of the fame whiche shai be admyttid by * Statutes of the Realm, v. 293 ; this 

the Maire and constables of the saide Act was not repealed until a8 Geo. Ill, 

Staple lawfully to by and syll.' No c. 38, $ x. See also Statutes, v. 410, 

one was to buy fresh hides ' above xxi, 14 Car. II, c. 18. 

an hyd ' in any place where the Staple ^ Da vies, Southampton, 219 ; Munic 

has jnrisdiction, nor salt hides * above Corp. Com., Irel. 348. 

x.1. a dicker.* (Ibid., 306.) 
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§3. 

Merchant Adventurers. 

The original Company of the Merchant Adventurers 
, carried on trade chiefly with the Netherlands '. Their 
principal mart was at first Bruges, whence it was re- 
moved to Antwerp early in the fifteenth century ^ In 
distinction from the staplers, who dealt in certain raw 
materials, the Merchant Adventurers had the monopoly of 

^exporting certain manufactured articles, especially cloths'. 
Though of national importance *, they constituted a strictly 

■^ private company, and not, like the staplers, an administrative 
organ of the British government. The former were all sub- 
jects of the English crown ; the staplers were made up of 
aliens as well as Englishmen *. In the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries frequent dissensions broke out between 
these two bodies regarding the exportation of cloth*. To 

' The bcit account of this Company 
will be round la Scbuiz, Handehpolitik, 
!■ 3»7-33i. ii- 539-589- See also 
Wheeler, Treatise o( Commerce, pp. i- 
I iG 1 Ashley, ^^'oalleD Industry, G7-71 ; 
Cunnuigtivn, Engl. Industry, 341, 341 ; 
Smith, Memoits of Wool, t. 104-107 ; 
Hall, Coitomi-ReTennc, 1. 45-50. In 
the British Museum, Addit, MS. 1S913, 
there it >□ inleresling volume eotjlled, 
' The LawcB, Cuitomes, uid Ordinancet 
of the Fella<nhi|)pe of Mercbantcs Ad- 
venturers of the Realm of England, 
collected and digested loto order by 
John Wheeler, Secietaric to the s«id 
Fetlowtbipe, Anno Domini 160S.' It 
coDtaint a ten coDlinuationB by other 
baods down to the year 1G88, In Ihe 
Record OlEcc, State Papers, Ektmeitic 
Serici, iG!>o-i(i6i, toI. 17, there ii a 
volame containing the chaitera granted 
to the Merchant Adventurers from 
Henry IV to Charles II. 

' Schani. i. 338, 339 ; Wheeler. 14, 
15. Middleburgb and Emden are fre- 
quently tncotiOQed as m^trt towns in 



the sixteenth century. (Addil. MS. 
I89E3, ff. je, gi, ef fatJ.) 

' Addil. My., Mus Brit., 18913, ff. 
43-9^ J Rymcr. Foeders, ix. 547 ; 
Statutes of the Realm, ti Hen. VII, c 
6; Malynes, Maintenance of Free Trade, 

* In 1G4S money lent by the Mer- 
chant Adventurers lor the use of the 
navy i« referred to (Rep. MSS. Com., 
1879. p, 59I. Cf. ibid., 1874. p. 114 ; 
1S76, p. II. See also Macpbenon, 
Commerce, ii. 184, 1S5. 

' The Staple Rolls in the Record 
OHice contain many conRnnationi of 
elcctisos of mayor and constablet of 
the local staples, who are almost in- 
variably aiid to have been elected ' per 
mercatores tam indigeuas quam alieni- 
gcnai" No freeman of the Company 
of Merchant Adventurers was even al- 
lowed (o marry a woman boni oot of iho 
realm of England. (^Addit. MS. 18913, 
fol. 167.) 

' Schani, i. 344-347. "• 547-5*4. 
:88; Rep. MSS. Com-, 187a, p. 15 ; 
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cany on foreign trade freely in wool as well as in cloth, a 
merchant had to join both companies ^ 

Much obscurity hangs over the early history of the Mer- 
chant Adventurers. They claimed that John, Duke of 
Brabant, founded their society in 1216 or 1248, and that 
It originally bore the name of the Brotherhood of St. Thomas 
& Becket *. But it could scarcely have existed in its later 
form before the reign of Edward III, when the cloth industry 
began to flourish in England. The earliest charter granted 
to it as an organized association dates from the year 1407 ^ 
Their powers were greatly increased by Henry VII *. The 
soul of this society, and perhaps its original nucleus, was the 
Mercers' Company of London, which from a fellowship of 
general dealers in petty wares had developed into a body of 
wholesale traders, dealing mainly in silks. Down to 1526 
the minutes of both Companies were kept in the same book ; 
and the Mercers' Hall was the headquarters of the Merchant 
Adventurers until the fire of 1666*. But among the latter 
there were many other merchants besides mercers •. 

In 1601 John Wheeler "^ thus describes the society, of which 
he was secretary : — * The Company of the Merchants Adven- 
turers consisteth of a great number of wealthie and well 
experimented Merchants, dwelling in diverse great Cities, 



1 88 1, p. 127; Malynes, Center of the 
Circle of Commeroe, 85-96. 

^ Schanx, i. 346. 

* Ibid., i. 336 ; Wheeler, 10 ; Statutes 
of the Realm, la Hen. VII, c 6. They 
do not seem to hare been called Mer^ 
chant Adventnren anterior to the reign 
of Henry VI. The earliest ose of the 
term that I have met with dates from 
the middle of the fifteenth century (see 
above, p. 145). Down to the reign of 
Henry VII they are generally called 
' mercatores in partibus Hollandie, Se- 
Imndie, Brabancie et Flandrie.' 

■ Rymer, Foedera, viiL 464. The 
later conBrmation charters do not refer 
to any earlier grant See Schanz, iL 



544» 575 f Calendar of State Papers, 
Domestic Series, 1660-1661, p. 464 ; 
Notes and Queries, Second Series, x. 
515 ; Malynes, Center of Circle of Com- 
merce, 88. 

* Schanz, i. 340, 341. 

' Liv. Comp. Com., 1884, App. ii. i, 
2. See also London and Middlesex 
Archacol. Soc., Trans., iv. 134 ; Schanz, 
i- 336* ii- 575 ; Herbert, Liv. Comp., i. 
233; Statutes of the Realm, 12 Hen. 
VII, c 6 (*the felishippe of the Mer- 
cers and othre marchanntes and adven- 
turers *). 

• Addit. MS. 18913. ff. 110, III ; cf. 
Pauli, Drei Volksw. Denksch., 39. 

^ Treatise of Commerce, 19, 24. 
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Maritime Townes, and other parts of the Realme, to wit, 
London, Yorke, Norwich, Exceter, Ipswitch, Newcastle, 
Hull, &c. These men of olde time linked and bound them- 
selues together in Companie for the exercise of merchandise 
and sea-fare, trading in Cloth, Kersie, and all other, as well 
English as forreignc Commodities vendible abroad, by the 
which they brought vnto the places where they traded, much 
wealth, bcnefite, and commoditie, and for that cause have 
obtained many verle excellent and singular priuiledges. rights, 
iurisdictions, exemptions and immunities, all which those of 
the aforesaid Fellowship equally enioy after a well ordered 
tnaner and forme, and according to the ordinances, lawes, and 
customes deuised and agreed vpon by common consent of all 
the Merchants, free of the said Fellowship, dwelling in the 
aboue-namcd Townes and places of the land : the parts and 
places which they trade vnto, are the Townes and ports lying 
betwecne the rivers of Somme in France, and the Scawe 
[in Denmark] in the Germane sea ' : not into all at once, or 
at each man's pleasure, but into one or two Towns at the 
most within the abouesaid bounds, which they commonly call 
the Mart Towne, or Townes ; for that there onely they stapled 
the commodities, which they brought out of England, & put 
the same to sale, and bought such forreignc commodities as 
the land wanted, and were brought from far by Merchants of 
diuerse Nations and countries flocking thither as to a Faire, 
or market, to buy & sell' .... Besides, the said Companie 



' 1q ifioSGennanj' iialsomentioned : 
' Ifuiie EngUshe bomr subject bcingc 
VDrreeorBoracmberDfthiinelloirihippe 
of Mnchiinle* Adventuceis Bhall of his 
own wroQge ialennedle wilh or exercUe 
trade of meiclundiie in the Low Coun- 
triet, East frie&liuid [and] Gernuuiie' 
contrary to the privileges of the Mer- 
chant Adventnreis, the wares of the 
offenders may be seised, until they pay 
the penalties imposed upon ihem 
(Addit. MS. 18913, M. 4a ; cf. fol. 95). 
Id uothei place it is stnlcd that any 



person, whether free of the fellowship 
01 Dot, caa ship cloths nnd other com- 
modilid to auy foreign cuuntiy except 
to the places ' lyinge Iwlwecnthe Rivera 
of Sonune in ITraaDce and the Schaye in 
Dulchland" tibid.,4S). Sec also Kymer, 
Foedera, lix. 583, xx. 341. 

' ' In whiche places [in the Nether- 
lands] the uaiTcisall martei becomenly 
kepte and holdcn iiii. l3™nes in the yerc, 
to whiche manit all Eogliishe men and 
dyvcrs other nacions in tymc passed 
have used to rcsortc. there 10 sell and 
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hath a Gouernour, or in his absence, a Deputie, and foure and 
twentie Assistantes in the Marte Towne, who have iurisdiction 
and full authoritie as well from her Maiestie as from the 
Princes, States and Rulers of the Low Countries, and beyond 
the seas, without Appeale, prouocation, or declination, to ende 
and determine all Ciuill causes, questions, and controuersies 
arising betweene or among the brethren, members, and sup- 
postes of the said Companie, or betweene them and others, 
either English or Straungers, who either may or will prorogate 
the iurisdiction of the said Companie and their court, or are 
subiect to the same by the priuiledges and Charters thereunto 
granted.' In 162a Malynes complained that the trade of the 
Merchant Adventurers was controlled by a few persons 
residing for the most part at London. * All the Trade of the 
Merchants of the Staple, of the merchant Strangers, and of 
all other English Merchants, concerning th'exportation of all 
the Commodities of Wooll into those Countries where the 
same are especially to bee vented, is in the Power of the 
Merchants Aduenturours only ; and it is come to be managed 
by 40 or 50 persons of that Company, consisting of three or 
foure thousand ^.' 

Though the most influential Merchant Adventurers resided 
in London, there were many in other English towns. To the 
list of places where they dwelt given above in the extract 
from Wheeler's Treatise, we may add Boston, Bristol, Devizes, 
Salisbury, and Yarmouth ^. During the sixteenth century, 
especially under Elizabeth, the Merchant Adventurers of 
a borough were sometimes incorporated as a separate fra- 
ternity. Thus the Company of Merchant Adventurers of 



Qttre the commoditees of their Contreies 
and frely to bye ageyn snche thinges as 
semed the3rm moost necessarie and ex- 
pedient for their profile and the wcale 
of the Contrey and parties that they be 
comme from' (Statutes of the Realm, 
I a Hen. VII, c. 6). 
^ Maintenance of Free Trade, 50, 51. 



* Vol. ii. pp. 26-28, 54, 355 ; Thomp)- 
son, Hist, of Boston, 73 ; Palmer, 
Varm., 1 05 ; Hoare, Modem Wilts, vi. 
342. The statute of 12 Hen. VII, c. 6, 
speaks of * Marchauntes Adventurers 
inhabit.- and dwelling in divers parties 
of this Real me of Englond oute of the 
Citic of London.' 



Bristol received a charter from Edward VI, and that of 
Chester was incorporated by Queen Mary : each was governed 
by a. master and two wardens '. The Company of Merchant 
Adventurers of Hull was, we are informed by a local historian, 
distinct from the Society of Merchants of Hull. Elizabeth 
granted the latter the monopoly of the trade of Hull with 
foreign countries -. The Merchant Adventurers of Exeter 
constituted a very influential body. The master and wardens 
of this 'art or mystery' had power — with the help of the 
mayor and four aldermen of the city — to inflict punishment 
for any defects (in weights, etc.) relating to their trade ^, 
Edward VI incorporated the ' merchant venturers ' inhabiting 
the tottTiofNewcastle-upon-Tyne, 'qui modo sunt desocietate 
mercatorum vcnturariorum in partibus Brabantie in partibus 
transmarinis.' Its cfiicers were a governor, twelve assistants, 
two wardens, a clerk, and a beadle. This Company consisted 
of three separate fraternities — the Mercers, Drapers, and 
Boothmen or Corn Merchants*. The Merchant Adventurers' 
fellowship of York originated in the Company of Mercers of 
that city. It had a governor, eighteen assistants, and three 
or more searchers*. In Chester, likewise, the mercers seem 
to have formed a prominent element in the Company of 
Merchant Adventurers'. Companies of Merchant Adven- 
turers are still in existence at Bristol, York, and Newcastle'. 
The materials illustrating the relations of these local 



' Vol. i 
' Vol. i 



-j8, 35r. 3*«-3''i- 



' Vol, ii. pp. 87-89. The Coinpflny 
■pokco of in vol. ii, pp. 371-373 w«i 
pTDb*bl7 diitiiMt from this. 

' Vol.ii.pp. i85,,i8si brand, Ncwc, 
11647-6,:;^: Rep. MSS. Com., I«74, 
p. 311. It it reported tliat their recotdi 
—which reach bock to the fifteenth 
centuTy — will looa be printed by the 
Siutcu Society. 

' Vol.ii. pp. iSo-iS;. Cf. Ha^rove, 
York. ii. »78-jB6. 

' Vol. ii. p. 3(Sj, a description of 
ihe m^rceii of Kendal lii 1759 indi. 



cat» I hat they were Merchant Advea- 
' The mercCTi next appear, a gimdly 
For vhom our hardy Sailorr plough 
Fianghl with the labour of oorartblf 

Thru' hottest ciitnes they roam to 

diiiatit landt. 
From whence they bring the richest 

lieaiute here.' 

Nlcbolum, Kendal, 141. 
' Vol. Ii pp. iR, iSn, 18$. 
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societies to the general Company of Merchant Adventurers 
are not very abundant. Wheeler ^ says : * By the said Gouer- 
nour and Assistantes [of the general Company] are also 
appointed and chosen a Deputie and certaine discreet persons, 
to be Associates to the said Deputie, in all other places con- 
uenient, as well within as without the realme of England, who 
all hold Correspondence with the Gouemour of the Company 
and chiefe Court in the Marte Towne on the other side the seas, 
and haue subalteme power to exercise Merchants law, to rule, 
and looke to the good ordering of the Brethren of the Com- 
panie euery where, as farre as may be and their Charters will 
beare them out.' Among the ordinances of the general Com- 
pany is one r^ulating the exportation of goods by * the ffree 
brethem of this ffellowshippe dwellinge at Excester*.' In 
1519 the society at Newcastle agreed to pay the general Com- 
pany of Merchant Adventurers —* the merchants of London 
beyond sea ' — ^;^8, * in lieu of all impositions^.' In 1528 the 
governor and two wardens of the Newcastle society recom- 
mended a brother, on the payment of the usual duties, to be 
admitted into the fellowship of the Merchant Adventurers of 
England ; * to which privilege it appears, by the tenor of their 
recommendation, that any merchant who had served seven 
years to one of the fraternity at Newcastle had a just and un- 
questionable claim *.' The following enactment was made by 



^ Treatise, 25. 

• Addit. MS. 18913, fol. f7. No 
date is given, but the ordinance was 
probably made in tbe sixteenth ccn- 
tnry. 

» Brand, Newc , ii. 225. * The Bre- 
them of Newcastle shall yearly in the 
Paache Marte pay or cause to bee payd 
▼nto one of theTr[esure]rs of the Fellow- 
shippe, or other lyke Officer appointed 
by Coart one this syde the seas, the 
somme of eight ponndes sterlinge by 
waye of Impositions in the name and 
for the dew of all those of the Fellow- 
•hippe residinge and dwellinge in the 
said Towne, vpon pain of the Doble, 



omittinge or neglectinge the same ' 
(Addit. MS. 18913, fol. 89). 

^ Brand, Newc, ii. 226 ; Bourne, 
Newc, 222 ; Mackenzie, Newc, ii. 666. 
'None of the Brethem of Newcastle 
shall take anie more apprentyces to bee 
fTree of this ffellowshippe then ys per- 
mitted to other brethem elswhere, vpon 
the penalties therefore ordayned. Nei- 
ther shall anie apprentyce to bee bound 
for lesse tyme then tenn yeares service 
by Indenture orderly made, except suche 
apprent)'ce may otherwise bee ffree of 
the ffellowshippe by Patrimonie, vpon 
pain of twentie poundes sterlinge.* — 
' Tbe Brethem of Newcastle shall cause 



Cite ®iID ^etctant. 



tcH.,1 



the general Company, probably in the sixteenth century : — 
' None of the Brethern of this ffellowshippe dwellinge at New- 
castle vpon Tyne bringingc into these partes where the said 
ffellowshippe ys privileged wooUe, commonly called black 
woolle, shall sell or vttcr the same vnder eleven marckcs 
the sack, neither white woolle vndcr eighteen niarckes the 
sack, vpon pain of tenn poundcs sterlingc totiesquoties'.' The 
arms of the Company of Merchant Adventurers of Hull 
corresponded to those of the Merchant Adventurers of Eng- 
land ^ In 1576 the latter agreed to admit ten inhabitants of 
Boston into their Company ; whereupon the town authorities 
of Boston appointed these ten '. It is probable that in some 
towns, like Boston, the Merchant Adventurers were not 
numerous enough to form a separate society ; but in other 
places, like Newcastle, there were subsidiary fellowships of 
Merchant Adventurers, under the general regulation of the 
parent fraternity, whose headquarters was at London. A 
similar relation subsisted between the London Teutonic 
Hansc and its local branches in England *. 

In a petition of the governor, wardens, assistants, and fel- 
lowship of Merchant Adventurers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne to 
parliament in 1644, they slate 'that they have beene an an- 
tient company of merchants ever since King John's tyme'; 
and 'that the merchants of Newcastle are an antient guild of 
merchants ever since the 17th yeare of King John".' They 



their Apprcntyccs to bee ordeilye tn- 
Towlcd, and wuchc Enrollcment lo bee 
cntloncd with the diye, monlhe. and 
year of the date thereof vpon the In- 
e, vpon paiD oF fonrtie ahillinges. 
And yf anie apprentyce stulbe eorowled 
Rt Newcastle, the Govcmour ihete ihni] 
keep Regiiter thereof and ycaily und 
e of those which shalbe Iheie 
so Enmwted ' (Addil. MS. 1F913, (ol. 

' A«ldit.MS. idyiS, fol, 88i cf. also 
(bU 9g, Vitiuns other ordinancei re- 
' " _ o NewcBslle arc given on (T. 88, 
69, of thi> ■nnjiuicript 1 they were made 



by the general Compiny, probably io 
the siiteenlb crntury. 

' Ftoit, Hull, J7. 

* Thompson, Hiit. of Boston, 73. 

' Gicrke,GenoBsen;chaflirechl.i.353. 
It ii said thai there were German Hanse 
Eocictiei or 'steelyards' in Hull, York. 
Newcastle, Boston, and Lynn, beridei 
the chief ooe in London. Sec Pauli in 
Hans. GesdiichtsblatWr, 1877, p. Iji ; 
and Drei Volkiw. Denk., 4s ; Hargrove, 
Yoik.ii. 379; Lappcaberg, liana. StaU- 
hof, 161-171, and [App.] 107-318. 

■ Vol. ii. p. iSs- Cf. Merew. and 
Stephens, 1671. 1673. 
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doubtless had in mind the charter of 17 John, which granted 
to the burgesses of Newcastle a Gild Merchant ^. Like all 
other medieval societies, the Adventurers of Newcastle would 
naturally be inclined to surround their origin with the halo of 
antiquity. It is possible that they were really descended 
from the ancient Gild Merchant in an unbroken line of con- 
tinuity; but the unsupported assertion of the Adventurers 
themselves is not sufficient evidence to justify us in concluding 
that this was actually the case. It is more probable that they, 
like the other local fellowships of Merchant Adventurers, 
constituted merely one of the various mysteries or occupa- 
tions which succeeded the ancient Gild Merchant. The latter 
was the predecessor, rather than the progenitor, of these later 
fraternities. 

The contrast between the old Gild Merchant and the Com- 
pany of Merchant Adventurers is striking. The one had to 
do wholly with foreign trade, and its members were forbidden 
to exercise a manual occupation or even to be retail shop- 
keepers ^ ; the other, as has already been pointed out, con- 
sisted mainly of small shopkeepers and artisans. The line of 
demarcation between merchants and manual craftsmen was 
sharply drawn by the second half of the sixteenth century, 
the term * merchant * having already acquired its modern 
signification as a dealer on an extensive scale ^. 



^ Vol. ii. p. 183. For some remarks 
on the relation of the Merchant Adven- 
turers of Newcastle to the old Gild 
Merchant, sec Gibson, Improvement 
Acts, p. XXX. 

■ Vol. ii. pp. 360-362, 371. The 
following is extracted from the ordin- 
ances of the general Company : — * No 
pexione of this fTellowshippe dwellinge 
within the Cittye of Londone and vsinge 
or exercysinge by himself or by or with 
anie other in Companie the fTeat and 
Trade of a Merchant Adventurer into 
the Lowe Countries or Germanic or 
other privileged place one this syde the 
Seas, shall by anie means sell or cause 



to bee sold for him by retayle or cut- 
tinge out anie kynde of merchandise, 
nor shall keepe open shoppe or shew- 
house, upon pain of three skore poundes 
sterlinge/ etc. (Addit. MS. 18913, fol. 
81). See also R3rmer, Foedera, xix. 
584. In 1589 an order vras made at 
Chester forbidding merchants of Chester 
belonging to a Company of Merchant 
Adventurers from exercising any * man- 
uall occupacion,' but allowing them to 
retail in any one trade (HarleyMS. 2104, 
fol. 304; cf. Rep. MSS. Com., 1881, 
p. 364). 

' The term is thus defined by Malynes 
in 1622 : 'He that continually dealeth 
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Besides the Company of Merchant Adventurers trading to 
the Low Countries — which during the eighteenth century was 
called the Hamburgh Company' — various new Companies of 
Merchant Adventurers trading to other lands arose in the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries, especially during the reigns 
of Elizabeth and her immediate successors '. Among them 
were the Russian or Muscovy Company, the Turkey or Levant 
Company, the Guinea Company, the Morocco Company, the 
Eafitland Company, the Spanish Company, and the East ■ 
India Company, the last -mentioned being the most powerful 
of them all. Some of these bodies also had local branches in 
the towns of England \ 



In baying and selling of commodhics, 
or by way of pennotation of warn bolb 
U home 4nd abro&d in roireine purls, 
it ■ Merchant' t,Tbe Ancient Law>Mci- 
dant, p. 5}. At Chstei in 1589 the 
occupation of > merchant a contntlcd 
with that ofi retailer (Rep. MSS. Com., 
iSai.p. 364). 

' Adam Smith, Wealth of Nailoni, 
3301 Smith, Memoirs of Wool, 1. 104. 
In 16S7 one of the principal 'residences' 
or marts of the Company woi at Ham- 
burgh (Addil. MS. 18913, fol. Joo). 
See also Macpheison, Commerce, ii. 
«7'. ■«47. 5~. SOJ. 

* Schonz, i. 351 ; Hall, Cuatoms- 
Revenue, i. 50-54, 316; Cunningham, 
Engl. Industry, Jil, 311, and Politics 
and Ecou., So, Si ; Boume, Engl. Mer- 
choDti, S6. 195, 196, 1171 Gardiner, 
England, 1. 187-190; Smith. WesUh 
of Nationi, 330-3J9 ; Rep. MSS. Com., 
1874, p. Jii Macpherson, Commerce, 
Index coder ' Companies of Merchants'; 
Tracts on Commerce, ed. McCnlloch, 
33'. ^31. 6j7> 645> 661 I Hakluyi, 
Voyages, i. »67, lOS'SOS. 34>. 3.M. 
' > «3; ii. pt.i.146: iL pt.ii. S3. 
114. For (he East India Company, see 
Stevens, Dawn of British Trade, fan. 
In 1391, Richard II granted a chailer 
legnlating the alTain of Englbh Mcr- 
~n Pnu&ia iRymer, Foedera, vii. 
693). For ■ similar grant by Henry 




IV, see Foedera, viii. 360 ; cf. viii. 1 1 a. 
The English merchants ' in panibos 
Norwegiae, Sweciae c( Daciac com- 
morantea ' also received a charter from 
Henry IV in 1408 (ibid., 511). In 
1478-^a fmlemlty of English mercbanl* 
trading to Ireland iras established at 
Onblin, called the Gild of the Blened 
Vifj.'in Mary. By a statute of 14S1 
this Company was granted the monopoly 
of trading to those parts of Ireland 
where the writ of the king of England 
was obeyed. See Gilbert, Dublin, J. 
314, 410-416 ; Irish Arcbneol. Soc, 
Tracu. ii. 71. 

• Vol. il. pp. 36), 373; and above, 
p- 155. "■ >■ Por the Company of 
Merchant Advenluren of Ficler trading 
to France, see also Statutes of the 
Realm. 4 Joe. I, c. 9. Worth io bis 
History of Plymouth, p. 113, says that 
the merchants of Plymonih received 
royal permission to trade with Portugal 
in 1360. The following is taken from 
Mackereli's History of Lynn, p. >l6: 
' Henry [V] by the Grace of God King 
of England and of France and Lord 
of Ireland, To Our I'rusty and Well 
beloved the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
other Merchants inhabiting within our 
Town of Lynn; [Inasmuch as ye have] 
shewed unlo di that by the old Privilege 
among you used, in Exercising the Sale 
of your Merchandizes in (be Lands and 
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There appear to be three stages in the history of the word 
• merchant/ At first it embraced all who, in their trade, were 
in any way concerned with buying and selling, including petty 
shopkeepers and many handicraftsmen. During the fifteenth 
and the greater part of the sixteenth century it applied pre- 
eminently to all who made a business of buying for resale — 
retailers as well as wholesalers — manual craftsmen not being 
included^. It then came to have its present signification of-r* 
an extensive dealer. In conception, the old Gild Merchant 
represents the first stage ; the Companies of Merchants, the 
second ; the Staplers and Merchant Adventurers, the third. 

CoiiDtriet of Denmark and Norway, said Alderman as they had been ac- 

Ye haw an Antient Custom to have customed. Cf. Richards, Lynn, i. 485. 

an Alderman, chosen by election among ^ Armstrong clearly uses the term in 

you to be Ruler and Governor of Your this sense early in the sixteenth century. 

Company to the said Countries, and See Pauli, Drei Volksw. Denks., 40 ; 

to see good Role and Order kept among cf. ibid., 44, 45 ; see also voL ii pp. 

yon there * ; hence the king allovrs them 33, 1 76, 363, 359, 380. 
to atsemble together and choose the 
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It is no easy task to trace the later history of the Gild 
Merchant. In the fragmentary remains of the ancient struc- 
ture still extant in modern times, there is a confusing vague- 
ness of outline, which is inherent in the development itself, 
and for which neither the mcagrcness nor the manipulation of 
the sources can be held accountable, For where the Gild 
Merchant had not completely disappeared, it either vegetated 
on in a wholly different form, or merged its existence in other 
institutions. Like almost every other phase of English muni- 
cipal history in modem times, the prevalence of a multitude of 
anomalies and the great diversity of development preclude 
any successful attempt at broad generalisation. 

Before considering the later fortunes of the Gild Merchant, 
let us attempt to define the stages of development through 
which it had already passed. As its earliest history is wrapped 
in obscurity, we must resort to conjecture, basing the latter, 
however, upon the results deduced in the preceding chapters. 
Whether we place the inception of the fraternity immediately 
before or after the Norman Conquest, whether we make it the 
continuation of older Anglo-Saxon gilds, or a derivative from 
Normandy, or a wholly new and spontaneous growth, it was 
doubtless at first merely a private society, unconnected with 
the town government, having for its object the protection of 
its members, the tradesmen of the borough, and the mainten- 
ance of the newly invigorated trade interests. 

During the twelfth century it gradually became a recognised 




later ^i0tor? of ^t ^i\a d^tttfymt 1 59 

part of the town constitution, thus entering upon its second '7^ 
stage of development. How this came to pass can be easily* 
realised from the later history of English gilds in general. 
For in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, as has already 
been pointed out ^, a simple social-religious gild at times at- 
tained such power in a community that it came to be regarded 
as an important constituent element of the civic administra- 
tion. Quite similar must have been the growth of the Gild 
Merchant, which from the outset was doubtless composed of 
the most influential burgesses, and which, as the exponent of 
the mercantile interests, must always have been greatly con- 
cerned in the increase of the privileges and prosperity of the\ 
borough in general. It was very natural that the town au-J 
thorities should use such a society for public purposes, en- 
trusting to it the surveillance of the trade monopoly, in which 
its members were particularly interested, — allowing it to 
gradually become an important part of the civic administra-! 
[tive machinery. It has been my chief object to describe the^ 
institution in this second and most important stage of its de- \ 
velopment. The Southampton statutes seem to have been w 
made partly before and partly after the fraternity had become 
an official civic body; some of them probably also belong to 
a still later period of the history of the Gild^. 

The beginning of this third and final stage of development - 
cannot be definitely fixed ; for in some places it was of an 
earlier date than in others. The fourteenth century may in 
general be called the period of gradual transition. In the 
fifteenth century the transformation was completed. In this | 
and the following centuries the term * Gilda Mercatoria ' be- 
came less and less frequent \ In many places it soon wholly 
disappeared. Where it continued to subsist, the Gild no longer 

» Above, pp. 83, 84. 53-56, 86, 109, 14^, 192, 193, 195, 

' VoL ii. pp. ai4>23f. 198, ao8, 313, 334, a^o, 264—268, 272, 

• For some notices of the Gild Mer- 276, 346-348, 356, 359; Allen, Portsm., 

chant in the sixteenth and seventeenth 97 ; Powysland Club, iii. 92 ; Devon. 

centuries, see above, pp. 9-20 ; vol. ii. Assoc., xii. 324 ; Simpson, Derby, 

pp. I, a, 13, 19, ao. ai. 36, 45, 48, 75. 
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had an individuality of its own. Its alderman and other pecu- 
liar officers, its whole organization as a distinctive entity, had 
vanished. It had merged its identity in that of the general 

micipal organism. The head of the fraternity was now the 
head of the town ; borough and Gild, burgesses and gildsmen 
were now identical. What had once been a distinct integral 
part of the civic body politic became vaguely blended with 
the whole of it '. The old Gild Merchant was now rareiy 
mentioned in connection with the municipal trade restrictions 
and regulations, the latter being commonly applied to bur- 
gesses *, craftsmen, freemen ^, or ' foreigners *-' 

The exegesis of this transformation has already been given 
in the preceding pages''. It was due mainly to three causes : 
(i) the expansion of trade and the multiplication of the craft 
and mercantile fraternities, which absorbed the ancient func- 
tions of the Gild Merchant and rendered it superfluous ; (z) 
the growth of the select governing body, which usurped most 
of the privileges of the old burghers at large, and hence tended 
to obliterate the distinction between them, or their less privi- 
leged successors, and the ancient gildsmen, leaving both only 
certain trade immunities ; (3) the decay of the leet — the rally- 
ing point of the old butchers as distinguished from that of the 
gildsmen^thc functions of which passed, in part, to the crafts, 
but mainly to the select body and to the justices of the 
peace *. 



' Vol. ii. pp. 19, JO, 
131, 143, 144. 17". 193. «7, J13. S34. 
»3J. '43- »57. ^69. "^9, 175, 390. 39' ; 
M*n, Reading, 359 ; Dmvio, South- 
■mptoD, IJ4, 13s ; Eogluh Gild», 376- 
4091 Rep. MSB. Com., iSSj. .4pp. v. 
4B6 ; Dnncamb, Keiel., i. 359. 

• Vol.ii. pp. 10. $6, 150, 176.177; 
AIUd. Liiltoird, }So; Cribble, Barntt., 
ii, 356, 357 ; PaliDFr. V>im., ji ; Great 
Red' Book of Briitol, fol. 6. 

' Vol. ii. pp. 46, 79, Bi. 144, *47 ; 

Iiaclte, Excler, 58 ; Kent Archacol. 

, I p, ciliv. ; I'ctrr, Ijiunc, aoo; 




106. log, Rep. MSS. Com.. 18S;, App. v. 185, 
"3. S34. »97- 

' Vol. ii.pp. 37. ni, 183. 163, 271. 
•73. .15>i 360; Simpson, Derby. 91, 
93: Noakc, Wore, S; Hnlchiiu, 
Dorset, i. ta6: fiailef, Traiucripl*, 
58: Mnntc Corp. Com. 183J, p. Hi3«; 
Statutes of the Realm, 34 & 35 Hen. 
vni. c. :8. 

' Above, pp. 73, 75, 1 10-116. 

* In lome places tlie leet and the 

cran ftatcrniiies continued to exist ride 

by ride. See above, p. {33; toI, ii, 

pp-373-375; HodgBon, Morpeth. 67,6(1. 
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But even after the Gild Merchant and the borough had 
thus become identical, the old dual idea did not completely 
disappear, the Gild being often regarded as a particular phase 
or function of the town, namely, the municipality in its char- 
acter of a trade monopoly^. Hence the modern survivals of 
the Gild Merchant help to elucidate its actual functions in 
ancient times. 

In a few boroughs the select governing body of the town — 
the narrow civic corporation, in distinction from the burgesses 
or freemen at large — succeeded to the name and traditions of 
the Gild Merchant ^. In some of these cases the signification 
of the latter gradually dwindled down to a periodical civic 
feast of the privileged few^. 

Only one more form of the later development of the GilcB 
Merchant remains to be considered, namely, its transformation u^ 
into a simple social-religious fraternity. This was manifestly). 
the line of development at King's Lynn. The Gild of the 
Holy Trinity or the Great Gild of Lynn was doubtless a con- 
tinuation of the old Gild Merchant granted to the town by 
King John, for the repose of whose soul the brethren still 
celebrated mass in 1370. As late as the reign of Henry VIII 
it still bore the name * Gilda Mercatoria *.* The alderman of 
the Gild, who was elected for life by the burgesses at large, - 
was an important personage in the municipal polity. A 
charter of Henry V provided that at the annual town elections 
he should name four of the burgesses, who were to add eight 
others to their number ; these twelve were then to choose the 
mayor and other town officers. It also enacted that if the 
mayor of Lynn should happen to die during his term of office, 
the alderman of the Holy Trinity Gild was to take his place *. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 19, ao, 53-56, a 1 3, For Totnes, see Devon Assoc., vi. 

357-370, 373-276; Stubbs, Const 104. 

Hist., iii. 610; Hist, of Guildford, 305. ' Above, p. 10, n. 5; p. 11, n. 3; 

' Andover, Guildford, and Windsor, vol. ii. pp. 130, 131. Cf. also vol. ii. 

affofd good examples of this develop- pp. 130, 131, 278, 279. 

ment See toL ii. pp. 104-106, 270- * Richards, Lynn, i. 468. 

37a, 344-348 ; Hilt of Guildford, 305. » Vol. ii. pp. 151, 379. 
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Having become a social-religious fraternity, it was dissolved 
by the Gild Statute of i Edward VI, its property passing into 
the liands of the corporation of the borough '. 

At Ipswich the development was somewhat similar. Though 
the old name ' Gilda Mercatoria' continued to be used as 
late as the seventeenth century, already in 1325 the fraternity 
had been re-organized as the Corpus Christi Gild, to which 
not only the laity of Ipswich but also the priors of two reli- 
gious houses of the town and all the parish priests belonged. 
The main object of the newly constituted fraternity was to 
provide for the yearly procession on Corpus Christi Day, 
when the priests and trade companies marched through the 
town, the latter displaying their banners and pageants. After 
the procession came the feast, at which the brethren regaled 
themselves with wine and 'fiidlers". It is worthy of note 
that in Ipswich, as in Lynn, though the ancient functions of 
the Gild Merchant had disappeared, its social-religious suc- 
cessor was a quasi-official part of the civic polity. The two 
aldermen or gild-masters, who enjoyed the onerous privilege 
of being allowed to provide the annual banquet, were answer- 
able to the bailiffs and portmen of Ipswich. Allowances of 
wine and money were sometimes made from the town treasury 
for the maintenance of the Gild. Various ordinances con- 
cerning the observance of its ceremonies were enacted from 
time to time in the burghal courts. The town maintained a 
'guyldc preste to syng and to pray for all the brirthcrn and 
sistern.' Every bui^ess seems to have been a member of the 
fraternity; which still vegetated in the reign of James I, and 
finally degenerated into a dinner for the common council of 
the town — ' the twelve ' and ' the twenty-four ',' 

In 34 Henry VI the ancient Gild Merchant of Chichester 
was re-organized as the Gild of St. George, of which the 
mayor of the town was always to be master *. At Barnstaple 

' Vol. ii. p. 170. ' Vol, ii. pp. 119-139 J Woddtr- 

' Vol. ii. pp. 115-iJg; Wodder- spoon, 161-179. 
(poun, McmoHalt, ifti-179. ' Above, p. 10, n. 6. 
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and Beverley, likewise, the Gild Merchant seems to have been 
transformed into a social-religious gild ^ 

Thus, in modern times, the machinery of the Gild Merchant 
fell to pieces, but its name vaguely clung either to the aggre- 
gate of the craft fraternities, to the town polity as a whole, to 
the narrow governing corporation, or to a private social- 
religious gild. 

In one and the same town the history of the word is 
sometimes different from the history of the institution itself, 
the name and traditions of the Gild Merchant going in one 
direction, and its actual functions in another. In Preston, 
for example, a new Company, as has been already stated ^ 
was established in 1628 for the maintenance of the trade 
monopoly. Now at that time the * Gilda Mercatoria ' of 
Preston still existed, but, as we shall soon see, its existence 
was merely formal, only a very vague notion of its ancient 
signification having survived. 

The vagueness with which the term Gild Merchant was 
used in the reign of Queen Anne is admirably illustrated by 
a suit of the corporation of Winchester against a person 
called Wilks, for trading in the town without belonging to the 
Gild Merchant. One of the Justices said : ' Non constat to 
us whether the Gild here be the whole town, or part of the 
town, or what part of the town, nor by what right there is 
zxiy gilda mercatoria in this place ^.* 

Vague and almost meaningless as the term had evidently 
become, it still tenaciously clung to some of the town muni- 
ments and national records. A curious and instructive example 
of this is afforded in 1705 by an ' Act for establishing ports 
and towns ' in the English colony of Virginia. * And because 
such a number of people as may be hoped will in process of 
time become inhabitants of these ports and towns, cannot 
expect to be supported without such regulations are made 

* Vol. ii. pp. 14, 22. Cf. also vol. ii. pp. 277-279. 

' Above, p. 121. ' Vol. ii. pp. 268-270. 
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and methods put in practice as are used in towns of other 
countrys ; Be it enacted, That each town to be erected by 
virtue of this act be constituted, and every of them singly and 
apart is hereby constituted and established a free burgh, 
shall have a market at least twice a week, and a fair once a 
year, at such times as hereafter is appointed, shall have a 
merchant guild and community with all customs and libcrtys 
belonging to a free burgh,' etc' One cannot help wondering 
what idea the denizens of the new world attached to such a 
grant of the Gild Merchant, concerning the signification of 
which the learned judges of the mother country had confessed 
their ignorance in the case of Winchester v, Wilks, only a 
few months before the passing of this Act. 

In the eighteenth century we meet the word much less fre- 
quently than in the seventeenth ; and toward the beginning of 
the present century it became very rare^. The Municipal 
Corporations Commission, in 18^5, found it still used in only 
a few boroughs ''. The remnants of the Gild Merchant and of 
the craft fraternities were rapidly vanishing before the jiew 
ideas of a more liberal age, — the age o( /at'sscs /aire. 

The onerous, self-destructive restrictions of gilds ^ were now 

' Hcning, Slalutes of Virg., iii, 408. this Itind it Worcester, Scarborongh, 
' Above, pp. 9-10 1 vol. iL pp. 1, 3, and Salisbury (Rep. Reconl Com, 1837, 
107, 1B6, Joo. _ _ pp. 479, 483, S11I. In even more 

recent yeare we stiil meet wilh snrvivali 
of these bodle* in Alnwick, Bristol, 
Carlille, Chester, Covcniry, Kendal, 
Newcastle, Oxford, FrEstoD, .Sbeffield, 
Vock, and. above alt. l.ondon. See vol. 
ii. pp. )H, 186, i8j ; Muaic Corp. Com. 
1880, p. 603 i Rep. MSS. Com., 1870, 
p. 101: 18S1, p. 401; 1885, p, 31*: 
Autiq. Magaz., v. 197 : Ferguson and 
Nanson, Carl., ]8, tl fau.; Boasc, Ox- 
ford, jS ; HuDter, Hallamsh. ,ed. Catty), 
*'9- 339 ; London IJv. Comp. Coin., 
passim. In almost ail of these lasl- 
mcntioned places trade companiw siill 
ciUt, although most of ihem are in 

' The description of the gilds in 
llrilannia I.anguen<i, p. 3jj (London, 



' See Monic. Corp. Com,, Index, 
i8j9. under the words 'gitilda' and 
'guild merchant': ibid., Irel., gl8, 
tl pass. Sec also voL ii. pp. ao, )8, 
48, jH. iSR, 101, 143, 370, 1S5. In 
1835 there were some craft fntemlties 
or trading companies still in existence 
at Alnwick, Brittoi, Carlialc, Chester. 
Covenlry. Dnrham, Gateshead, Haver- 
ford west. Kings! on- on-Thamei, Lich- 
field, Ludlow, Morpeth, Newcastle- 
upoD-Tyne. Richmond, Ruthin, Shrews- 
bury, Southampton. Wells, and York 
(Munic. Corp. Com., 1835, PP' '"'. 
1761, and Index, under ' companiei'). 
In Ireland there were also many craft 
Eternities in 183; (ibid., Irel., 34S, tl 
pass,). In 1S37 we find auociations of 



CHAP. IX.] Jlater©istorpoftl)e«5ilD^ercl)ant. 165 

being superseded by the stimulating measures of Chambers of 
Commerce '. More than six centuries elapsed before the 
enactment of Magna Carta that all merchants ' may go 
through England, by land and water, to buy and sell, free 
from all unjust imposts",' became a realised fact throughout 
the realm. The Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 pro- 
vided that ' every person in any borough may keep any shop 
for the sale of all lawful wares and merchandizes by wholesale 
or retail, and use every lawful trade, occupation, mystery, and 
handicraft, for hire, gain, sale, or otherwise, within any 
borough ^' 

In a single town of England the Gild Merchant still 
subsists, but only as the shadow of its former self — a spectre 
from the distant past. At Preston the Gild Merchant has been 
' celebrated ' regularly once every twenty years for more than 
three centuries, on which occasions the burgesses renew their 
freedom and indulge in all the festivities of a civic carnival. 
The last Gild Merchant was held in 1882. There was then i 



1680) sllll applies to them down to the 
beginning of the preaeDt century : 'Thus 
Rie most of oni ancient Corporstiona 
and Guilds become oppressive Oligor- 
chiec, exclDdlDg or diicouraging ihe 
English Snbjecis from Trading In oni 
greatest md best situated Towns, where 
the MarkeW are ' 

' ' The foiniDtion of snch Chambers 
h*3 proved to be of invalaable advan- 
tage in foiwaiding Ihe public good. 
They acquired honour and privileges 
for Ihe towns, promoted commerce in 
every department, united divided inter- 
ests, diflused a knowledge o( economical 
principles, and paved Ihe way to eom- 
metciftl eilension.' (Levi. Chambers 
and Tribunals of Commerce, g.) For 
the Chamber of Commerce of Bristol. 
which was established in 1813. see 
Manic Corp. Com. 1835. p IJ08. The 
Cbirober of Commerce of Limerick was 
created by ■ charier of Geo, III, June 
and, 1815. 'and is [in 1S35] in a great 
degree com|)oKd of the wme members 



(Ibid., 



OS the Guild of Metchanls.' 
Irel.. 349,) For an acconnl o 
lighteocd policy early in Ihe present 
centcry, see ibid., 408, 409. 

' Magna Carta, i 41. 

' Siamtes. i & 6 William IV. c. 76, 
i 14. The first part of the section 
reads as follows: 'And nheteas In 
divers cities, towns, and boroagbs b 
certain custum hath prevailed, and 
certsiii bye laws halh been made, that 
no person, not being free of a city, 
town, or borough, or of certain guilds, 
mysteries, or trading companies within 
the same, or gome or one of them, shall 
keep any shop or place for pulling to 
show or sale any or certain wares or 
merchandize by way of retail or other- 
wise, or use any or certain trades, occu- 
pations, mysteries, or handicrafts for 
hire, gain, or sale within the same : 
Be it enacted that, notwithstanding any 
such custom or bye law, every person 
in any borough may keep any shop,* etc. 
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much feasting and dancing, there were gay processions of 
townsmen, and much talk of the glories of the past ^. And 
yet how few even of the scholars and noblemen there assembled 
from various parts of Great Britain knew what an important 
rSU the Gild Merchant had played in the annals of English 
municipal history, what strange vicissitudes it had undergone, 
what a remarkable transformation the centuries had wrought 
in it. 

* Vol. ii. pp. 300, 301. 



APPENDIX A. 

The Literature of English Gilds \ 

Dr. B renta no is commonly regarded as the chief authority on the 
general history of English gilds ^. Wilda, from whom Brentano de- 
rived some of his leading ideas, touched upon the subject only inci- 
dentally, basing his conclusions wholly upon Madox's works', the 
Gild Statutes of Berwick*, and Danish analogies. Fortuyn, in his 
book on the gilds of Europe, also devoted a chapter to England, 
but he took his data mainly from Wilda's * Gildenwesen ' and Hiill- 
mann's *Stadtewesen^' Brentano was the first writer who attempted 
to give a full account of the general development of English gilds. 
To him, as the author who has exerted the greatest influence in 
moulding prevalent views on this subject, we must devote most of 
our attention in reviewing the literature of gilds. 

The following are the salient points of Brentano's theory. The 
essence of the gild, the germ from which in later times it developed, 
already exists in the heathen sacrificial feasts, especially the family 
banquets, of the North (pp. Ixviii.-lxix,, Ixxiv,). * The family appears 
as the original and pattern type, after which all the later gilds were 
formed ; ' the latter are, in fact, derived from the former (pp. Ixx., 
Ixxx.). 'After the German tribes had settled in fixed abodes, the 
families dwelling in a certain district united themselves into common 
sacrificial assemblies. . . . When Christianity, together with its re- 
ligious fraternities, came to the North, the latter amalgamated with 

^ The substance of this Appendix vereine.* I^ipzig, 1871. 

appeared in the English Historical ' For Madox^s account of the gild 

Review, i. 780-784. merchant, see aboTe, p. i, n. 2. 

• Brentano*s essay is prefixed to * For the Berwick Statutes, see Ap- 

Toulmin Smith's English Gilds, 1870; pendix D. 

it also appeared separately (London, ' HUlImann's account of the gilds in 

1870) ; and in German, ' Die Arbeiter- England is based mainly upon the few 

gilden der Gegenwart Erster Band : notices in Brady and Madox. 
Zur Geschichte der englischen Gewerk- 
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the heathen sacrificial societies which they found there, and from this 
union arose the religious gilds of the middle ages' (p. Ixxxi.). England 
is their birthplace (pp. Ivii., xcviii., cxcviii.). When the family could 
no longer afford legal protection against the encroachments of the 
magnates, ' unions of artificial-family members were formed for that 
purpose, as the state was not able to afford the needful help.' Thus 
originated frith gilds, ' in direct imitation of the family ' {pp. Ixx., 
Ixxiv.-lxxix.). 'The whole body of full citizens, that is, of ihe pos- 
sessors of portions of the town-lands of a certain value, the civitas, 
united itself everywhere into one gild, convtvium conjurafum; the 
citizens and the gild became identical ; and what was gild-law be- 
came the law of the town ' (p, xciii.). From this frith gild or town 
gild emanated the municipal constitution (pp. Ixxi., Ixxvi.). ' As the 
towns flourished and increased in well-being, material differences in 
properly must have arisen among the full citizens. . . . This led to 
the closing of the old gild which hitherto had existed alone in a town, 
by the side of which others then formed themselves with the same 
or similar ends ' (pp. xcvi.-xcvii.). Collisions between these new 
bodies and the old fraternity finally led to their fusion into one gild, 
which thenceforth governed the town and was the base of the later 
burghal constitution (pp. xcix., cv.). 'The sooner a town became 
chiefly a commercial place, the sooner did the gild there take the 
character of a merchant-gild,' for e«imple, I^ndon in Anglo-Saxon 
times (pp. xciii., cvi,). Craftsmen were originally admitted lo the 
gild merchant, but as the members of the latter grew richer, they 
excluded the former from their fraternity and oppressed them (pp. 
cvii.-cviii.}. These aggressions gave rise to the formation of craft 
gilds (p. cxv.), between which and the gild merchant a long struggle 
took place in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. ' In the time 
of King Henry VI the victory of the crafts was general in England ' 
(p. cxii.). The overthrow of the craft gilds was due to the rise of 
large capital and its investment in manufacture (p. clxiii.). The new 
factory system caused the old regulations of trade by the craft gilds 
and by the Statute of 5 Ehzabeth, c. 4, to fall into desuetude, much 
to the detriment of small masters and workmen. 'As soon as the 
disorganization spread and the gravest abuses became general, whilst 
a prospect of the maintenance of order by the state disappeared, the 
workmen formed their trade unions against the aggressions of the 
then rising manufacturing lords, as in earlier times the old freemen 
farmed their frith gilds against the lyranny of medieval magnate*. 






literature of englislj ©ilDs. 



169 



and the free handicraftsmen their craft gilds against the aggressions 
of the old-burghers ' (p. cxcv.). 

Brentano does not refute the arguments of Wilda and Hartwig 
against the derivation of the earliest gilds from the sacrificial assem- 
blies of the North. Their view that Christianity was the most important 
element entering into the origin of gilds, is more plausible. Nor 
can we adopt without reservation Brentano's theory that gilds ema- 
nated from the family. The truth is that when the old kin-bond 
(the ' maegth ') dissolved, various new institutions arose, in the course 
of time, to take its place and to supply new wants — the mark, the 
town, the lord with his dependents, the gild, monastic bodies, knight- 
hood, etc., and above them all the slate. The dissolution of the 
' maegth ' was the occasion, not the cause, of the new order of things. 
We find striking resemblances to the family, much fraternal soli- 
darity, etc., not merely in the gild but also in the mark community, 
the lordship's household, monasticism ', and knighthood; and one 
may derive the latter from the family with as much reason as Bren- 
tano does the former. 

More unfounded still is his assumption that England is the birth- 
place of gilds. It is difficult to reconcile this view with his derivation 
of gilds from the banquets of the North and from the family. As 
the bond between kinsmen was more enduring in England than on 
the Continent, one must infer that, according to Brenlano's own 
theory, gilds would appear there earlier than in England. Their 
prevalence on this island in Anglo-Saxon times has been much ex- 
aggerated. It is doubtful whether the ' gegildan ' of the laws of Ine 
and Alfred were real gild-brethren'. The presence of the root 'gild,' 
which has various significations', does not necessarily imply the 
existence of such a fraternity. Indisputable mention of gilds ap- 
pears on the continent sooner than in England '. True the oldest 



' Eyen the word ' fiunilii' was np- 
plied to the aggiegate of a toid'a de- 
pendents and to ihe monastic caai- 
munit]'. See Du Cange, Closa., under 
' fsmilia ' ; Liber de Hyd», 369. Writers 
have alsu noted the re^nblBnce of 
the boiODgh community, the ancient 
mark, etc., to the family ^Ganpp. Slndt- 
rechte, u. p. xv, ; Arch. Assoc, Journal, 
uxviii. 36S; Gierke, i. 90, 1141 cf. 
Ludlow, Gilds, 354) : but, while all 
ihe«e iastilutionj eopersedcd tbe ancient 
ramily, and became a necessity after 



its dissolution, it is wrong to say that 
Ihey owe their origin to i(. The gild 
and the family were radically difTeient 
in theit nntnie ; the one was a voluntary 
and artificial, the other a nalural, bond 
of union. For Bodin's views on this 
subject, see Baodrillart, Bodtn el son 
Temps, 325. 

' See below, p. 17?. 

' The Latin equivnleots are ' sacii- 
licium,' ' iribulum,' 'locielas,' etc. 
(Schmid, Gesetze, 589 ; below, p. 177.) 

' See Iwlow, p. 175. 
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deiailed statutes of these societies happen to come from England, 
where more toleration was accorded them, but this does not prove 
that they originated here. 

Aa to the fine-spun theory as to the origin of the frith-gild in the 
encroachments of great proprietors and its union with new rival 
fraternities, we are asked to accept it wholly on faith. Brcntano can- 
not give a single instance of an Anglo-Saxon frith-gild oppressed 
by rich magnates, Indeed, the term occurs only in one instance, 
that of London, and then we may translate it frilh-gildsmen instead 
of frith-gilds. Whatever these ' frith-gegyldum ' of the ' Judicia Civi- 
tatis Lundonise ' may have been ', there is no indication of a struggle 
among them, nothing is said of the amalgamation of various frith 
gilds into one, and no trace of them ever appears again in the history 
of Ixindon. The other example given by Erentano is that of Ber- 
wick in the years 1249-1294. But the Berwick sLituies belong to 
the history of Scotland, where the general development of gilds 
was not the same as in England. Moreover, the union of frater- 
nities at Berwick was probobly an isolated, adventitious phenomenon. 
Then, too, a chasm of three and a half centuries separates the cases 
of London and Berwick. In the same connexion (e.g., p. xdx.) 
Brentano emphasises the identity of the Anglo-Saxon gild and town, 
gild-law and town-law, and the evolution of the latter from the 
former ; but we look in vain for proofs. Positive assertions regard- 
ing such an important question cannot be accepted, and should 
not be made, without good documentary evidence to support 
them. 

Concerning the influence of gilds in Anglo-Saxon times, there will 
probably always be great divergence of opinion on account of the 
raeagreness of the sources. But data enough for their history in the 
Norman j>eriod can be found, if one will but assiduously search, 
That Brentano has not done this, is evident from his want of know- 
ledge regarding the gild merchant and the crafts. The momentous 
struggle between the merchants and craftsmen, to which he ascribes 
the inception of craft gilds, either never took place in Engbnd, or was 
such an isobted, impotent phenomenon that it does not come to 
light in local records*. A contest of this sort could scarcely have 
occurred in a country where royalty ruled with so strong a hand. 
Moreover, though the crafts attained great influence, and constituted 



:Dfthe«c 'Judids,' tee below, pp. 178-181, 
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an int^ral part of the common council, in some boroughs, especially 
in the larger towns of the North \ there was never a domination of 
this element in the English municipal constitution, such as, according 
to Brentano, resulted from a victory over the gild merchant. The 
crafts in England were always controlled by the general town authori- 
ties, they never secured the political power and independence of the 
German * Ziinfte ' or Flemish * corporations V Brentano has much to 
say about what occurred on the Continent, where the burghal de- 
velopment was very different from that of England ; furthermore, he 
instances London, where the gild merchant is never mentioned, and 
where the development was decidedly aristocratic ; and he adds the 
case of the tailors of Exeter, where likewise nothing is said in this 
connexion of the gild merchant, and where the victory remained with 
the civic authorities. Notwithstanding this paucity of evidence, and 
in face of the patent facts which disprove his theory, no earnest 
protest has ever been made in England against it \ 

In Brentano's chapter on the gild merchant we seek in vain for 
information concerning the nature of that important institution. 
The only sources mentioned for England are Wilda, Madox, and 
Smith's 'English Gilds,' which contain very meagre data for the 
study of the subject. The truth is that we do not find any traces of 
this gild until soon after the Norman Conquest, and then it is an 
organism having distinct functions in the burghal polity, identical 
neither with the whole * ci vitas ' nor with the ruling body of the latter *. 
The crafts, too, had their distinct functions to perform, and though 
we meet with isolated disputes between them and the town authori- 
ties, such as that at Exeter, and quite frequently with attempts of the 
rich to over-tallage *the lesser folk*,' it is probable that not a single 
instance can be cited of a conflict between the gild merchant and the 
crafts as such. The development in England was, in fact, just the 
reverse of that portrayed by Brentano ; it was from government by 
a democratic burghal community to the exclusive sway of a narrow, 
aristocratic * select body •.' This is the great municipal revolution 
that took place in England, for the most part silently and gradually, 
from the fourteenth to the seventeenth centuries. We must, how- 
ever, emphasise the fact that in the burghs of Scotland during the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries there really was a bitter struggle 

* Above, pp. Ill, T 1 2. * Above, Chapter V. 

■ Above, p. 113. * Above, pp. no, 113. 

' Above, p. 109, n. 3. • Above, p. no. 
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between the gild merchant and the crafts, but, as has already been 
intimated, the municipal history of Scotland approaches more nearly 
that of the Continent than that of England '. 

In his exposition of the internal organization of English craft 
gilds, Brentano, like most writers on this subject, draws loo much 
upon the history of London, which differed in many respects from 
that of other English towns. In the chapter on trades-unions he 
stands on firmer ground. He has gone to the proper sources for 
his statement of facts, and what he says on the subject merits careful 
consideration. 

Among those who have done much to promulgate Brentano's 
theories may be mentioned Cornelius Walford*. His work on Eng- 
lish gilds is not one of original research ; regarding their general 
development and influence he has added nothing to our stock of 
knowledge. Still his compilation is not devoid of utility as a re- 
pertory of the views of others, and as a condensation of the valu- 
able ordinances in Smith's English Gilds. 

Dr. Salvioni, in his 'Glide Inglcsi',' has adopted most of Bren- 
tano's views, but presents ihem less incisively and less emphatically 
than the latter. Here and there he even ventures to differ from 
Brentano', who, nevertheless, is evidently his main source. More 
than one-third of the book (pp. 34-69) is devoted to a careful analy- 
sis of the statutes contained in Smith's ' English Gilds,' and this is 
certainly the most valuable portion of the work. On p. 87 he states 
that in studying this interesting topic, so intimately connected with 
the civil, social, and economical history of England, his object was 
merely '10 render familiar to Italian students certain materials, 
researches, and results obtained elsewhere,' in the hope that interest 
in similar investigations might thereby be awakened in Italy. This 
object he has accomplished in a satisfactory manner. He concludes 
with a comparison between English and Venetian gilds (pp. 87-90), 
Though he has repeated many of Brentano's errors, it must be said 
to his credit that he has followed the latter less servilely than many 
writers to whom the sources were more accessible. 



' See Appendix D. 

' HU paper qd 'Gildi' wai reprinted 
(rom the lutuiuice Cyclopacdui, vol. v. 
34>-393- I> >1"> appeared in an en- 
larged fonn Id the AnIiquarLui Maga- 
dne and Bibliographer, voli. l.-ix., 
lS8l~l886. The CDlart,>ed work liai 



been pobtishcd under the title ' Gilds ; 
their Origin,' etc. Londoo, 18S8. 

' 'Lc Gilde Inglcsi. Studio Morica 
del Dolt. G.B. Salvioni.' Firenie, 1883. 

' On p. 1 6, for example, he rejects 
the auninpiioa that ^gtand is the 
luilhplacc of gilds. 
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The history of English Gilds is yet to be written \ Such im- 
portant questions as the relation of the crafts to the town authorities, 
and the influence of these and other gilds upon the growth of the 
burghal constitution, have never yet been the object of comprehen- 
sive study, though materials in abundance to elucidate the same 
are to be found in town archives and in printed local histories. 
In the patient and logical investigation of them lies our only pros- 
pect of complete knowledge of the subject. 



• Two books have very recently ap- 
peared which must be briefly noticed 
in this review of the literatore of gilds. 
Seligman's Two Chapters on the Me- 
diaeval Guilds of England (November, 
1 887), is a good compilation ; Chapter I. 
(' The Guilds-Merchant *) being based 
mainly on my * Gilda Mercatoria * 
(Gottingen, 1883), ^^ Chapter II. 
(•The Craft Guilds') owing much 
to Von Ochenkowski's England's 
wirthsch. Entwickelung. There is not 
a capital fact regarding the gild mer- 



chant in Chapter I. of Seligman's book 
which cannot be found in my disserta- 
tion of 1883. See the Nation^ Num- 
bers 1185, 1187, 1 190. W. J. Ashley 
has just printed a useful general survey 
of the history of * Merchant and Craft 
Gilds ' in Chapter II. of his Introduction 
to English Economic History and 
Theory (London, 1888). His views 
on the relations of the gild merchant 
to the craft fraternities seem to me 
radically wrong ; otherwise his account 
of the gilds is excellent. 





The Gild Merchant has been so frequently identilied with various 
Anglo-Saxon gilds that it is necessary for us to give a concise but 
comprehensive account of all that is known concerning the latter. 

The gradual dissolution of the ancient family tie or kin-bond (the 
' maegth ') and the genesis of the institutions superseding it can be 
traced with less difficulty among the Anglo-Saxons than among any 
Other people. When the social structure of the Anglo-Saxons is first 
discernible, in the dim light of the seventh and eighth centuries, its 
primitive constitution had already undergone profound modifications. 
The ' maegth ' and the mark community had already merged in the 
township with individual ownership of land', though vestiges of the 
primitive structure stili remained'. High above all families and 
communities there now existed the state with its laws. While the 
activity of the ' maegth ' gradually diminished, that of the state and 
the local communities increased. The simple township ('lun' or 
' vicus ') often developed into the borough (' burh ') ; and the royal 
ealdorman became more prominent in shire and hundred. Mean- 
while two more new social factors appeared, the lordship and the 
gild. Many freemen became the vassals or dejjendents of the landed 
proprietor, and called him their ' lord,' People also banded together 
into gilds, to the development of which the dark days of the Danish 
invasion were very conducive. The wants of the age, especially the 
protection of life and property, called into being new institutions to 
replace the once all -predominant and all-pervading bond of kindred'. 



■ StubU, Const. Hist., 1.83-^5. 

' Idc, c. 4) uid 43, I I (Scbmiil, 
Geielie, 40; Thorpe, L«w», 55, jfi) ; 
cf. MuqoHnltcD, Haft und Burgichaft, 
10; Stobb*. Const. Hist, i. 93. 

The gild w» limplr one of Tirinui 
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to the fiunily nnd fiaally supcneded [he 
Intlct. Cf. aboie, p. 169. Foi varioas 
other aipiiacnts ihowing the unten- 
■bility of Brentano't new that the gild 
emanaled from the bmily or w>i amply 
I'Brtilicial family,' kc Pappenheii 



.t 6isl Kcewor; Alldiin. Schotigilden, S1-109. He 
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Almost all the factors alluded to above, the old as well as the new 
^family, town, lordship, and state— are found side by side in the 
' Judicia Civitatis Lundoniae,' the statutes of the so-called London 
' frith-gild ' of Athelstan's reign. Before we discuss this interesting 
document, a few remarks must be made concerning the origin and 
nature of gilds in general. 

Gilds may be briefly defined as voluntary associations for mutual 
support. The assertion, so often repeated, that England is their 
birthplace', is untenable. The earliest mention of this institution is 
to be found in the Carolingian Capitulary of the year 779'. Then 
and in the following century gilds evidently constituted no rare 
phenomenon in the Empire of the Franks * ; whereas in England 
they are not mentioned before the ninth century. The priority of 
their appearance in the records of a country may he merely a 
fortuitous circumstance. Even conceding that they occur in the 
laws of Ine and Alfred, it is not right to infer that gilds first came 
into existence on British soil. If they were more prevalent and more 
fully developed among the Anglo-Saxons of the eleventh century 
than they were on the Continent, this was probably due to the in- 
dulgence of Anglo-Saxon kings, and to the results of the incursions of 
the Danes ; and does not prove the English origin of the institution'. 

However erroneous Wilda's theory may be in its details, he is 
doubtless right in ascribing to Christianity a prominent part in the 
iiurcption of gilds°. These did not originate in the heathen sacrificial 
or drinking feast of the ancient Teutons'. The latter lacks some of 
the most essential features of the medieval brotherhoods, especially 
their all -pervasive spirit of fraternal solidarity, their corporative 
organization, and the obligation of mutual assistance. Its meetings 
were either confined to a narrow circle of kinsmen or open to all 
comers. It was no permanent association, but, like the old English 



point* out, among other things, lliiit 
■n the fnmily wc have two fnndamenial 
idets, niboidinitioa and co-ordinal loo ; 
in the gild, only one of these, namely, 
GO-ordlnatlon or the idea of brotherhood. 

' Brentaaa, English Gilds, pp. Ivii., 
Itxiv., (cviii. ; Wilda, Gildenweien, 63, 
6^, 119, 144 (cf. Pappeohdm, alj) ; 
Scnttlua, Roman Law, 51;, 56. 

' Hartwig, Unteiauchungen, 13;. 
• De iacramentia pet gildonia invicem 
conjurantibni, at ncma racere pmesumBl ' 
.Pcrti, Monum., Leges, i. 37). 



' llaitwig, 138 ; Wilda, GJtiJenwescn, 
39, 40 ; Waatcts, Lib. Com., 13S-140; 
Giry, Si. Omer, 377. 

' Cf. above, 169, 170; Pappenheim, 
14-17. 

' Wilda. Gitdenwesen, 15-34, 63. 

' Both Hartwig (p. 154! and Pap. 
penhiHm (pp. 1-3) reject the view that 
gilds emanated from the old banquets 
of the North. Wilda (pp. 3-34) as- 
cribes ihcir origin to these heathen 
banqocti and to the Chrisdan Church. 
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wake, only a casual gathering ; it was no close and enduring bond of 
union with well-defined rights and duties. Nor are gilds merely 
vestiges of the Roman 'collegia' (or 'sodalitates ')'. The differ- 
ences between the two institutions are more striking than the 
resemblances ', the latter being common to every form of association 
in all ages. The medieval gilds are no more derived from the 
Romans or Scandinavian Teutons than are the Roman ' collegia ' 
'rom the communal organization of the Hebraic Essenes ", or modem 
clubs and trades-unions from the gilds. Every age has forms of 
association peculiar to itself which have grown up spontaneously. 
It is not necessary to seek for the germ of gilds in any antecedent 
age or institution. They doubtless originated spontaneously among 
Christians for mutual support in things temporal and spiritual,^ — for 
the mutual promotion of well-being in this world and in the next '. 

The religious element, a potent factor in the history of gilds from 
their birth to their final extinction, is an almost insurmountable 
obstacle to their logical classification ; for, as Wilda rightly observes, 
every gild comprehended within itself a religious one '. They may 
be divided into the following groups : — the ecclesiastical or calendar 



I. 



' Hannig, Uiitcisucliimgeii. 156. 
The view that gilds nre derived from 
RoDUUi timei U malDtaJDed bjr Coote 
(OrdinaDces, fail.; Romuis Id Bril., 
383-411). Pe»ison (Hist, of Engl., i. 
44, 47, 174), aadWrigbt (CeU, Romui, 
4i5,j;lo). Cf.also P>Ignve,CommoDW., 
L 6j8. They do not even prove Ihal 
these ' coil^ia ' were numerous in Eng- 
lutd. Id del, Pearson i,l. 47) admili 
Ihit the inlcriptioDi found there arc 
chicily confined to ihe smiths. Cf.abuve, 
p. 8j,'n. 1. 

* Some of the essential features of ihe 
tnciJieTal gild ore wanting in the Roman 
'collegia opificum ' of the fourth and 
fifth centpries. Theae 'coltt^a.' were 
not voluntary onions, bat organiutiona 
imposed by ihc Roman gorcmment upon 
laborers. Religion and charily were not 
promioenl features of these bodies. For 
the 'coUeeia,' see MommBen, De Col- 
legiii, etc ; Boisser, Colleges fuu. 
Rom.; Coote, Romans in Brit., 383- 
396 ; Pancirotlus, De CorporitMit Aiti- 
liciun : Coiha Theod., liii., xiv. ; Pollt. 
Science Qnan., 11.494-513; Maumiuin, 



Libctlns Anr., 75-86 ; Seligman, 50 ; 
and the references given in London liv. 
Comp. Com. 1884, i. 8. 

' For the communllies of the Elssenes, 
see Gracli, Gcsch. der Juden, iii. 96. 

' The most recent Important contri- 
bnlioQ to the general history of gilds 
is Pappenheim's Alldaolschc Schutr- 
gilden. He maintains that ihe Danish 
gilds oiiginatcd in the old Nonhem 
'sworn- brotherhood .' ' Bl ntsbriiderschaft ,' 
* fostbraeSia-lsg.' This wns n compact 
entered into by two or more pertons, 
each ofwhom solemnly swore to revenge 
any injury done lo the other. They linl 
walked beneath a strip of toif, tbe ends 
of which remained fastened lo the ground ; 
then they mingled some of their blood in 
a fool-print {sfer) Iwneath the slrip of 
turf; and the ceremony was completed 
by exchanging the oatb of brotherhood. 
Pappenheim rpp. 18 -54) believes that the 
enrly Danish gilds were derived from 
this institution bccanse Ihe name brother, 
the element of revenge, and the idea of 
mutual help, are common lo both. 

* Wilda, Gildcnw., 344. 
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gilds, made up entirely or in great part of the clergy ; social -religious 
gilds, established for ihe performance of religious exercises and good 
works, often including also other objects, such as the protection of 
life and property ; trade gilds, which may be separated into merchant 
gilds and craft or artisan gilds. 

I have said that no Anglo-Saxon gilds are mentioned before the 
ninth century. But some continental and almost all English writers 
claim that the 'gegildan' of the laws of Ine and Alfred were 
brethren of such fraternities '. Waitz is the only one who attempts 
to prove this hypothesis \ his arguments, hosvever, are not convincing '. 
The others seem to think that the word by itself is all the proof 
needed. But ' gild ' has various different meanings (' sacrificium ' or 
'adoralio,' ' tribulum,' and ' societas '^}, and is of common occur- 
rence in simple and compound words that do not refer to associations 
of any kind'. Many other cogent objections to their view have been 
advanced, above all, the following by Kemble : — ' It is perfectly 
clear that a bw expressed in such general terms as these, cannot be 
directed to a particular and exceptional condition ; that it does not 
apply to the accidental existence of gegyldan, but on the contrary 



' Inc. c. i6, 31 ; Alfred, c 17, iS 
(Sghmid, (Jesetee, 18, 30, 86; Tho^ie, 
Law(, 3J, 49, jo). For vaiioni expla- 
nUioni of these {ossages. set Waitz, 
Verf.. i. 461-466; Stubbi, Const. Hist., 
i. 89, 414 ; ScliDud, GG«elie,sSS ; Breo- 
tanct, Engl. Gilds, luiv. ; Litppeiiberg, 
^e''' '- 5^9 i Marquardaen, Hikfc, 16- 
34 : Coote, OidJD., 18 ; SchanmBnii, 
jfil ; Fortnya, 87 j Thorpe, Dip. Angl., 
p. ivii.; Saltioni, Gildc Inglesi, 8, 9; 
Gierke, GenoucDsch., 1.314-335 ; Stnllh, 
Crown HoDie, 38; SnlUvaa, Lectures, 
p. cciii. ; Kembtc, Saxona, i. 338-340; 
Maoiet, Rcchlsverhalta., i. 91, 93 ; 
Harlvrig, Unters., 136 ; Wilda, Stiaf- 
recht,.i89; VeaU, 179; Sachase, Griuid- 
[agen, 538 ; Cox. Elections, 135 ; 
rhilippi. Angels. Recht. 98; Pike, 
Crime, L 57, 438; Driom, Associa- 

' He boldi that they were giMs of 
Kirangen. The main objeclion to this 
theory ii thai loe.c. 3i, implies thai tbe 
' gcgilda ' had relative: I' his maegag'] 
livipg in the neighbourhood. 

* Leo.GIossar, ijo; Bos worth, Diet., 
VOL, 1. I 



I. c. ' gild.' On the Conlinent and in 
Wales theword also signified a banquet. 
See \'lgfussoii, Icel. Diet, 199 ; Pal>- 
penheim, Schutzgildcn, 63,64. 114. no ; 
Wedgwood, Diet., 311; Mobins, GI0&- 
sar, s.v. 'gildi'i Adetung, Worterb., 
i.f. ■gild.' 

* For example, 'deofol-gild' (Alfred, 
Introd., c. 49, f 5 ; Scbmid, Gesetie, 
Q^> 5S4 ■ Thorpe, Laws, 16) meaoa 
Bimply devil- worship, or bealben aacri- 
ticei. This is also referred to in t 
letter of Pope Gregor>- to Mellitus (Bed«i 
Ecclcs. Hist., i. c jo). Cf, ■ Gif ceorl 
. . . deoflum gelde,' where the verb 
' gelde ' has a similar meaning (Wilbrad, 
c. 13; Schmid, 16; Thorpe, iB). See 
also X.eo, Clossar, 3jo ; EmeitoOi 
Intiod.. 15s; Pappenheim, 18. Cf. 
also Ihe fallowing passages in Charle- 
magne's CapiCalaiy of 7K5 tclaliog to 
the Saxons :— ' Si qui* homincm disbulo 
laciiibCBvcrit el in ho&tiam more paga- 
numm dxmonihni obluleril. moile mo> 
riatur ' ; ' Si quia ... ad honoiem dierao- 
num commcdcret,' etc (Perti, Lqes, 
i, 49-) 
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assumes every man to have such : we cannot therefore construe it of 
voluntary association formed for religious, social, or funereal objects '.' 
1 shall not venture to expound any new theory as to what these 
'gegildan ' really- were. Probably Schmid's view, vague and unsatis- 
factory though it be, is as near the truth as we shall ever get, namely, 
that they were ' geld-comrades ' {'Zahlungsgenosaen')', those who 
mutually paid for one another", the information in the sources 
being too meagre to permit us to define their functions with more 
exactness. 



The 'Judicia Civitatis Lundoniae,' made during Aihelslan's 
reign', are a collection of ordinances, 'which,' as the preamble 
asserts, ' the bishops and reeves belonging to London, have ordained 
and with pledges (" weddum," " vadia ") confirmed, among our frith- 
gildsraen ("friS-gegyldum") both "eorlish" and "ceorlish," as an 
addition to the laws established at Greaianlea and Exeter and 
Thunresfeld. The various enactments that follow are directed 
against thieves. The penalties imposed upon the latter and the 
measures taken to bring them to justice are minutely deUiled. 
Provision was made for a common purse, from which stolen property 
was to be replaced. All were bound to co-operate in pursuitig 
I)ersons guilty of theft. 

These 'Judicia' are commonly r^;arded as the statutes of a 
London gild. Certain minor clauses have something of the flavour 
of such an association ; but if we examine the document in tls 



' Kemble, Saions, 1. 338, ajg ; rf. 
MarqDsrdKn. Haft, 33. 

' ' Gtldin ' in ttie icnse of ' pay ' oltea 
oazaii in the Aiig1o,Saioii rccoidi. S«c 
Schoiid, GeteliCi 160, 161, 603; 
Thorpe, Dip. An^., 606-614. Cf. 
■bove, p. 59. 

' Schmid, Geiette, jfO- Kemble 
(Saxoiu, i. J40) lays: ' 1 look Dpon gc- 
gjldui u reprcKntiDg those who mu- 
latllj pay for one uiothet 1 that is, 
nndcT a systeiD of pecunlaiy muld*, 
tbo«e who are mutnally responsible 
before the law, — the associalei in the 
tithing aod the hnndred." Cf. below, 
p. 190.11. 11. 

• Scbroid, Ge«t>e, 157-171 ; Thorpe, 
Laws, 97-103. Kot varions brief com- 



ment) on tbeie 'Judida,' Ke Stubbi, 
Const. Hilt., i. 414; Witdi, Gllctenw., 
''4S->'f7 : Gierke, Genosi., i. ))9, 330, 
»33! Wait*. Verf., i 461; Sehmld, 
Gesetie, pp. xiri.-xirii., i^SS ; Kemble, 
Saxon».i. 141 j Maiqnardseo, y!,eriff.i 
Cox, Election*, 135 ; Norton, Commen- 
taries, 19, 34, 15 ; Thorpe, Dip. Angl., 
p. ivii., and Laws, Glossary, i. v, ' Iritfa- 
gild'i MBurer,Rechtsverh., i. 94; Cuote, 
Ordio., 9-1J, and Romans in Brit., 397- 
401 1 Maurer. Mark Courts, £7 ; For- 
luyn, SH ; Palgiave, CommoQW., 1. 195, 
633; Salvioni, Gilde, 9, 10; Greea, 
Coaq. of Engl, 460, 461: Breatano. 
Engl. Gilds, p. Uxv. ; Walford, Gitd«, 
5S-67- 
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entirety, this view appears untenable. For a gild is pre-eminently a 
voluntary organization', the result of private action, and not of 
public legislation. Now it is evident that the 'Judicia' do not 
belong to such a body, but are simply a supplement to the general 
laws of the kingdom regarding theft, as is distinctly asserted in the 
preamble already cited'. The ordinances provide for a peculiar 
public police establishment, rather than for a close private associa- 
tion. In further confirmation of this view we find them incorporated 
among the other laws of the kingdom ; they emanate from the public 
authorities, the king's officers, not from persons privately banded 
together"; and all the inhabitants of the city and its suburbs are 
bound by the enactments '. That we are here dealing with no 
regulations of a private and voluntary nature, but with public law and 
public obligations, is even more plainly shown by the following clause 
of the 'Judicia': — 'If we are negligent as regards the peace ("fritt5") 
and the pledge (" wed ") which we have given and wAicA the King has 
eommandud of us {"|?e we seald habbaS, and se cyng us beboden 
hafaS "), then may we believe or well know that these thieves will 
prevail even more than they did before. But let us rather keep our 
pledges and the peace as is pleasing to our lord [the King], It 
greatly behoves us to execute that which he wills, and if he bids and 
orders more, we shall be humbly ready *.' 

Two of these ordinances are generally emphasised as being those 
of a gild. In c, 8, § 6 of the ' Judicia ' it is ordered that if anyone 
who has given his pledge should die, each ' gegilda ' should provide 
a loaf for the defunct's soul, and sing, or procure to be sung, fifty 
psalms. It must be admitted that this is an enactment similar to 
those made by later gilds. But prayers for the dead were not con- 
fined to such fraternities. It is a well-known fact that in those days 
men look advantage of every opportunity to provide for their sal- 
vation after death by vicarious orisons '. In the reign of Alfred 



' Cf. Gierke, Genoss., i, ai6, 335 ; 
Vuidetkiiitl«e, Mtgistrals, G: Kemble, 
Saioni, i. 1 39. 

» Chdptetsp-lJ of the ' Judick' Bre 
taken almost Terbatim from catlier pub- 
lic 1a»i. Cr. Schmld, Gcsetze, ilvii. 

' The ' bishops and reeves ' who ' or- 
dained ' ihew ' Judicia ' were royal 
officers. Cf-c 11 (Schmid, 170; Thorpe, 
toa) aad Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, aano 
S$6. Note olio the plural 'bishops'; 
evidenlly the king sent at least one 



other bishop to sit with the hiihop of 
London in this EL^sembl}*. Stubbs rightly 
refers to the ■ Judicia "as on 'attempt on 
the part of the public authoriliES to sup- 
plement the defective execution of the 
law' (Const. Hist. i. 4'4)- 

* C. 8, S + ; cf. Wilda, Gildenw., 
J46. 

' C. 8. I 9 (Schmid, 168 j Thorpe, 

* Retlberg, Kircheogesch., iL 788 \ 
Rock, Church ot our Fathers. H. 378. 
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half the revenue of the town of Worcester was given away 
in exchange for a few ' de profundis '.' The other so-called gild- 
clause, c. 8, 5 I. is not at all consistent with the true gild spirit. 
It prescribes that the eleven- officers of the hundred ('hynden') 
are to assemble once a month to superintend the execution of 
the ordinances. Then as now the Teutons seldom came together 
without eating and drinking ', Accordingly it is directed that at 
these monthly meetings there should be ' butt-filh'ng ' {i, e. ale- 
making) and a rcfwst ('metscype ') for the eleven, the other 
townsmen being evidently excluded from the feast ^ — a very un- 
brotherly and ungild-like regulation. Both the religious and the 
festive features of the ' Judicia' are thus of an incidental character, 
such as we might expect to find in the early middle ages among 
neighbours united in the performance of common duties imposed 
upon them by the laws of the land. Even if these statutes accentu- 
ated good works and feasting more strongly, we could not call them 
the enactments of a gild, because they bear too plainly the imprint of 
public law. The same reason would prevent us from classifying the 
Norman frank-pledge under the head of gilds, even if it had been 
replete with devotional exercises and festive observances. 

Thus when we compare the ' Judicia Civitatis Lundoniae ' with 
the statutes of Anglo-Saxon and other gilds, and perceive how the 
former bear the imprint of public legislation, how little of the true 
gild atmosphere pervades them, how few characteristic gild traits 
they contain, and how questionable these few are, we must maintain 
that they are not the ordinances of a real gild, even though we may 
admit the possibility that some already existing fraternity was used 
as a partial model or even directly utilised by the public authorities 
to attain their end. Ii is more probable that 'gcgilda' in the 'Ju- 
dicia' is used in the same sense as in the laws of Ine and Alfred, 
that is to say, as far as the paucity of the sources will enable us to 
surmise, in the sense of comrades mutually responsible for ' gelds ' 




' Thorpe, Dipl. Angl., 136-138. 

' The lew of the document rrads 
' CwcItp,' but thii U evidently an error. 
See Schmid, GckIzc. 61; r Thorpe. 
L«wi, GlosMiy, s.v, 'hjudcn.' The 
eleven ofiiia:i» wtre the leii headi 
(' yldcitsn '; of ten lilhingi. uid the 
' byndea-man,' who had ihc gencrnl 
lupcrviiioD over the hundied, I'.i. ten 



tithingi. Cf. c. 3 ; Kemb1«. Suont, 
i. J38, 144 ; W'aiti, Verf.. i. 466 ;' Mar- 
qniutlKii, Haft, 39. Schmid (Geselie, 
61S) and Thorpe (Laws, Glow,, i.v. 
' hynden ') think thit ' hynden- nun' here 
means the head o( ihe tithing ; but thta 
construction mikei the paunge difficult 
to undctstand. 

' See below, p. 190, n. 9. 
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or payments, including perhaps fines for breach of law ^ The words 
employed by Wilda in another connection apply with equal propriety 
to these London ordinances :— * The spirit of association which per- 
meated the middle ages and bound together in closely organized 
societies all who had common aspirations and common interests/ 
manifested itself likewise in the regulations adopted by the king and 
his witenagemot for the metropolis, * but they are destitute of very 
much that necessarily belongs to the essential nature of the gild, ac- 
cording to the historical development of that conception'.' 

To bolster up an untenable theory regarding the general develop- 
ment of the English municipality, some writers have also discovered 
a resemblance between this London organization and a much later 
union of the Berwick gilds into one great town fraternity or gild 
merchant (1249-94'). But the * Judicia' do not record any union 
of existing societies * ; and it cannot be shown with any degree of 
probability that this was anything more than a very transient move- 
ment, much less that it exerted any influence upon the municipal 
constitution of London *. We hear of it for the first and last time 
in the reign of Athelstan. As far as can be learned, no trace of it 
is to be found in any later institution \ It certainly was no gild 
merchant, no allusion being made to trade. 



There are still extant the Anglo-Saxon statutes of four social- 
religious gilds that flourished at Cambridge, Abbotsbury, Exeter, 
and Woodbury '. These records probably date from the first half 



* Sec above, p. 178, n. 3. 

* WUda, Gildcnw., 69. 

' Bientano, Engl. Gilds, xcix., c. ; 
Wilda, Gildenw., 247, 248. Cf. aboye, 
p. 1 70. For the Berwick fraternity, see 
App. D. 

* Cf. Marqnardsen, Haft, 41 ; Norton, 
Comment., 19, 25. 

* 'At least, there is documentary 
eridcxice,* sa3rs Brentano (Engl. Gilds, 
zcix.), * that the constitution of the City 
was based upon a Gild.* Brentano evi- 
dently refers to the ' Judicia,' and bases 
his conclusion upon second-hand autho- 
rities, — the erroneous inferences ofWilda 
and Hiillmann. Hartwig (Untersuch., 
i6a) makes the same mistake:^' Wir 



wissen ja dass in England die Statuten 
eincs solchen Privatvereins [i,e. the 
*Judicia*] die Gnmdlage eincr Stadt- 
verfassnng geworden sind.' We know 
nothing of the sort. The authors cited 
do not even attempt to prove this asser- 
tion. 

• Cf. Norton, Comment., 25. 

^ All these statutes are printed, with 
a translation, in Thorpe, Dip. Angl., 
605-617; and all, excepting those of 
Orcy's gild of Abbotsbury, in Hickes, 
Dissertatio,i8-22. The statutes of Orcy's 
gild are also printed in Kemble, Cod. 
Dip., iv. 277 ; those of the Woodbury 
gild, in Earle's Land Charters, 264; 
those of the Cambridge and Exeter 
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of the eleventh century ', being the oldest gild statutes in existence. 
The thanes' gild of Cambridge shows plainly how the new bond of 
fellowship partially superseded the old tie of kindred. For the 
object of this fraternity is to provide for the payment of the old 
blood-compensation (' wer-geld '), in case a gildsman kills another 
' without wantonness and without guile ' ; to exact the same in case 
a gildsman is slain ; and to participate in all feuds resulting from a 
repudiation of the 'wer-geld.' This is probably all ihat is referred to 
in the general statement of the preamble, ' that the whole society 
should ever support him who has the most right.' Stubbs makes 
the scope of the association more comprehensive, including within 
its objects mutual assistance in case of theft ', and thus giving it 
more of the character of a public police establishment. Some such 
conclusion might be drawn from Kemble's translation of the docu- 
ment, not however from the original text. No mention of theft 
occurs in the latter '. Thorpe's emendation of fellow (' gefera '), in 
the sense of gild-brother, in the place of reeve (' gerefa '), is also 
worthy of acceptance *. Thus we must regard this association at 
Cambridge as a purely social-religious gild, destitute of all public 
functions. 

In Orcy's gild at Abbotsbury and in the brotherhoods at Exeter 
and Woodbury the religious element is pre-eminent, the chief object 
of the brethren's solicitude being the salvation of their souls. The 
fraternity at Exeter also extended assistance in the case of conflagra- 



gilds, in Coote's Komans in Bril,, 401- 
409, and in the ' Places Jiislificaliyes ' 
of Thieiry'i R^du. A tnnaUtioii of the 
tlBtntes af tlie gilds at AblxHsburr, 
Cambridge, and Eicicr will abo be 
foond in Kemble, Sa](aDS. i. 511-5:4. 
: Stubbs, 
Contt. Hist., i. 413-414 ; Gnnst. Vcrf., 
115; Gierke, Genoss., i. iiS-433 ; 
lA'tldi, Gildenw., jS, 43, 65 ; Engliih 
Gilds, xriii., liv. 1 Tiuiicc, Anglo-S., iil. 
98-101 ; Cootc Oidin., 11-18, aitd 
Romans in Brit., 401-409 ; Mnarer, 
Rechtcverh., i. 9J-96 ; Lappcnberg, 
Engl., i. 610, 611; Walford, Gilds. 57- 
63 ; Wiaier, Briidersch., 79 ; Salvioni, 
Glide, 11-14. 

' CC Stubbs, 1. 413 : Hwtwig, 
Uoten., 136; Cooper, Cambr., i. 15. 
Tbc Woodbury BlaluKt belong to Ibe 




second half of the eleventh cenlury. 
Tliey menlion Osbcm, Bishop of Eieter. 
Io;a-li0.1 (Le Neve, Faati, i, 367; 
Monost. Angt., ii. 515). 

' Siubb», Const. Hist,, i. 414. 

' The corresponding words of the 
text aie : ' and gyl hwi gyldan of-stlea ' 
(Thorpe. Dip. Angl.. 611). The con- 
text also shows that the reference is to 
'killing,' not 'stetiling*; fur in another 
pnrt ol the docnmcal the same snm 
(eight poDnds) is given as the penaltjr 
for the killing of a gildsman. 

' In the London ' Jndicia,' c I, | I, 
' gcref-stipe ' is also eirooeoosly wrilten 
for 'gefer-scipe,' the latter form of the 
word being given in the same passage. 
Schmid, Gesctic, 156, {88; Thorpe, 
Law>, 97. Cf. Philippe Angels. Rccht, 
78, 79- 
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tion. The Woodbury gild had among its members the Bishop (Os- 
bem) and the canons of Exeter. Feasting, psalm-singing, escorting 
the dead to the grave, the solemn entrance-oath, fines for neglect of 
duty and for unseemly behaviour, contributions to a common purse, 
mutual assistance in distress, the gild-hall, periodical meetings called 
the * morgen-spaec ^ ' — in short, all the characteristics of later gilds, 
appear in the statutes of these four fraternities. 



One of the earliest and most prevalent of Anglo-Saxon fraternities 
was the cnihts' gild, which existed in some of the principal cities of 
England in the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries. Let us first 
try to determine what the term cniht signifies. In early Anglo-Saxon 
times it meant boy or servant (* puer,' * servus ' *) ; but in the ninth 
or tenth century it acquired a new signification. 

In the statutes of the Exeter and Cambridge gilds, referred to 
above, the cniht appears as a kind of subordinate member. The 
' gegilda * of the Exeter fraternity contributes to the common stock 
two measures (*sesters') of malt, but the cniht contributes only one 
measure of malt together with some honey. If any cniht belonging 
to the thanes' gild of Cambridge draws a weapon, his lord ('hlaford') 
is to pay a fine of one pound, and get what he can [from his cniht] ; 
* and let the whole fraternity (" gild-scipe ") aid him in recovering his 
money. And if a cniht wound another, let the lord avenge it and 
all the fraternity together ; so that seek whatever he may seek, he 
have not life. If a cniht sits in anyone's way (" binnan stig ") ', let 
him pay a measure of honey.' 

Other sources of the tenth and eleventh centuries help us to form 
a clearer idea of the status of a cniht. Though he ranks above a 
' ceorl,* he is always in the service of some lord ; he belongs to the 
tatter's household (* hired ' or * familia ' *). But he is not a menial 



• For the gild-hall (' gegyldhealle *), 
see Kemble, Codex Dip., iv. 277, and 
Thorpe, Dip. Angl., 605 ; the * mor- 
gen-spaec * occnis in the statutes of the 
Cambridge gild. 

' Leo, Glossar,44X ; Bosworth, Diet., 
/. V, * cniht * ; Skeat, Diet., s. v. * knight.* 

' In later gilds we often find regula- 
tions requiring members to keep their 
seats. See above, p. 27, note a. 



♦ *And Lofwine aeCclinges disctten 
and Aelfget and Aelfw^erd his cnihtas 
and ealle Ce geoCre hired men ' (Kemble, 
Cod. Dip., vi. 155).* * And minum hired 
cnihtum,' etc. (Liber de Hyda, 254). 
See also Kemble, Cod. Dip., iii. 49, 51- 
54, 159-168, iv. 269, vi. 197; Thorpe, 
Dip. Angl., 571 ; Robertson, Scotl. 
under Early Kings, ii. 311. 
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dependent; he is evidently often on very familiar terms with his 
superior. We find the cniht mentioned in his lord's will side by 
side with the latteHs children and most trusty household functiona- 
ries', sharing, with these, bequests of money, jewels, and lands. 
Athelstan Athelirg, for example, bequeathed to his cniht Athelwine 
the sword 'that he erst gave me',' Sometimes the cniht held lands 
of his lord by a temporary tenure, but there was a natural tendency 
for this to become permanent. Bishop Oswald invested his cnihts 
with land, which, he directed, should pass to certain of their heirs 
and then revert again to the church '. The cniht Aimer was given 
land which he already held ' ; and the cniht ^Vu!fgar ' ali [the land] 
as his father had acquired it'.' The cniht 'of {'act') such and such 
a place ^ often mentioned ', as though he were permanently identi- 
fied with the estate named, The cniht's lord is generally some 
person of high rank, often a bishop or atheling '. Finally we may 
remark that the cnihl appears armed with a sword, like a nobleman*. 
He was not a mere 'page' or 'servant'*, but the armed attendant or 
military retainer of some great lord '". 

It is a mistake to completely identify the cniht with the Anglo- 
Saxon 'thegn' or with the Norman 'miles.' In the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicles, under the year 1087, we find a reference to archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, earls, ' thegenas and cnihtas ".' In the Cambridge 



' Kemble, Cod. Dip., iii. 195, is, 
a6Q, j88; Thorpe, Dip, Angl., (45, 
6S9-S6r.s73, s74- 

' Ktmble, Cod. Dip., til 363 : 
Tborpe, Dip. Angl., 5C1. For varioui 
othn beqBetu made by lordi to Uicir 
cniblt, tee Kemble, Cud. Dip,, iii. 371, 
'9i. S^', 363. i»- 169, 388 ; Thorpe, 
Dip. Angl., 5)1, £31, SS9. i^, S68, 
57S ; Eule, Land Chsrtcn, 119. 33f, 
117, ^38, 14T, 366; Tomer, Anfrlo- 
Saxoni. ill. 117. Athelmat 'dm' left 
' minnm bired cnihtam v. pond to 
gcdule' (cirt-a a.d. 1000. Liber de 
Hyd^ as-f^- 

' Kemble, Cod. Dip,, iii. 49, £o, 159, 
fl itq., IJ9. Cf- Eute. Lud Chaiten. 
»3B- 

' Thoipe, Dip, Angl.. 559, 560. 

' Ibid., S45. In 956 two cnihts of 
CanKibarjr told tbdr lands (Somner, 
Caul,, i. 178), 

* Kemble, Cod. Dip,, vi. 184; Thorpe, 



Dip. Anel.. 377, 378; Palgiave, Com- 

' Kemble, Cod. Dip.. Iii, 49, 50. 159. 
'95-363. *"■ 169, vi. iss,>97; Thoipe. 
Dip. Angl., 531. 543-545, 559. 5^". 
568, 575 : Libei de Hyda, ttfi ; Earle, 
I.And Charten, 138, 

* Kemble, Cod. Dip,, iii. 363; Thoipe, 
Dip, Aagl., 561. 613 1 Coote, Romans 
in Brit., 405. 

* Thorpe calls the cnihl a 'page' 
(Dip. Angl.. 530, 559, S7s3i Kemble 
givd the ToUowing eqnivalents : ' ler- 
vvM,' 'yoonfi men,' 'young freemen 
aho were not fall citiicDG,' and 'yonog 
nobles' (S«on», i. si3> S'4> ''• 3J5). 
Cf. alto Smbbs, Conit. HisL, J. 366. 

'• Cf. Robertson, Scotl. onder Early 
Kings, ii. 136, 

" 'Cnihts' are mentioned In other 
parti of the Chronlcteti we Earle, 
Saxon Chron,, 391. 




anjIo^Sawn (SilDH. 



gild statutes the cniht as such is distinguished from the ' thegn,' 
But these verj- statutes show that no great gulf separated the two. 
Both are members of the same fraternity, and both apparently 
thegns, though the one was subordinate to the other. It is evident 
that this subordination could not have been very great, for the whole 
gild was to help the lord to secure the penaltj' from his offending cniht 
That the latter ranked as a thegn, may also be inferred from other 
documents '. He was generally a Ihegn's thegn— probably identical 
with the 'lesser thegn' of Cnute's I^ws ' and the 'rad-cniht' of 
Domesday '. The ' rad-cniht ' is defined by old glossarists as a free- 
man who served his lord on horse '. Both the thegn tar' i^ox'l'' ^"d 
the cniht were included under the generic terms 'minister' and 
' miles ' ' ; but ' miles ' seems gradually to have been applied with 
preference to the cniht °. 

It is probable that thegns often engaged in commerce and consti- 
tuted a prominent element in the burghal community. The mer- 
chant who made three voyages across the ocean at his own cost 
became a thegn'. Domesday mentions twelve magistrates or lawmen 
(' lagemanni ') at Lincoln and Stamford ', who probably reckoned as 
thegns ; this was certainly the rank of the ' lagemanni ' of Cambridge *. 
A similar body at Shrewsbury in the thirteenth century is called ' the 
[twelve] theynesmen '" ; ' and another at Corfe Castle still later, 'the 



' Two cnihis named WnUrie are 
mentioQtd in Thorpe's Dip. AdeI., 375- 
378, one of whom wis ptotably the son 
af the ' thegn ' Wulbtiui, spoken of in 
the lune dociuneol. See also Palgrave, 
Commonw., i. s"8, ii. p. ccclxxviii. 

' 'Ei mediocribos hominibns quos 
Angli Uei-fiegnM nuncnpant, Dani vero 
yoongmen vocant" (Schmid, Geselic, 
jrS; Tboipc,Uw5,l83l. Cf. Schmid, 
3S8, 668 ,- EUii, Introd., i. 45. 

■ Ellis, Introd., i. 73-74 ; Morgan, 
NoimiD Occap., iij, 1:6. 

' Ellis, Inlrod,, i. 74; Morgan, Nor- 
man Occapation, 116. Ad ancient 
codex makes ' lad-cnihl ' equivalent to 
the 'di-bynden man' of Alfred'i law* 
(Schmid, Gesetie, 93, 668). Cf. raede- 
cempa = cqnester; rade-here'^eqnilBtas ; 
iad = ridctW''gl".^''>^l'-i ''"S ; Leo, 
Glossar, 111, 315), 

' Palgrare, Commonw,, i. 578; 
Robertson, Scotl. nnder Early Kinp. 



ii. 136, 456 ; Slulibs, Const. Hist, 
i. 151;, 156 ; Tnmer, Anglo-Sax., ili. 115. 
In the docamenls printed in Kemhie, 
Cod. Dip., iii. ^9-54, iS9-ifi8, 'cniht,' 
' minister,' and ' mens fidelis,' are evi- 
dently osed as synonyms. 

' Tamer. Angto-Saji., iii. II4-139; 
Stubbs, i. 366; Schmid, 666; Coote. 
Romans in Brit., 40.S. Tbe cnihts are 
called ' milites slipendiuii ' in an ancient 
translation of an Angto-Saxon charter 
aljout A.D. 1000 (Liber dc Hyda, J56, 
357). Sec also below, p. 187, n. 1 , 5- 

' 'pegea-rihtes weorSe' (Schmid, 
Ceselre, 390 ; Thorpe, Laws, 81I. 

• Domesday Book. i. 336 a. 336 b. 

' ' Dc haiieta Lagemuinorum habait 
isdcm Pieol viii, lib. et uniim palcfti- 
dnm el nnlns militis nrma ' (Domesday, 



[89 a). 

'* Owen and Blakeway, Shrrwsb,, L 
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Thus the gild was dissolved, no trace of il appearing after this dale. 
The various sources at our disposal throw little light upon the 
original functions of this brotherhood. There is no evidence to 
show that the Ixindon cnihte n gild as such formed a part oCthe t own' 
government, o r had any official connection with the munitipal au- 
thorities '. \V e can only assert that these c nihts were probably b ur- 
gesses , and constituted an influential fraternity in Ixmdon. 

A cnihts' gild existed in other towns besides London. The Win- 
chester Domesday speaks of ' the cnihts' hall, where the cnihts used 
to drink their gild' (' chenictehalia ubi chenictes potabunl gildam 
suam, et cam hbere tenebunt de rege Edwardo"); and of a second 
hall held by cnihts in the reign of Edward the Confessor {'Chenictes 
(enebant la chenictahalla libere de rege Edwardo"). Again, in a 
Canterbury charter (85o-866), we meet with a 'cnichta gealdan*.' 
Thus we find this fraternity in three of the most important cities of 
England. 



loci illius per manum Normanni Pri- 
orls, qai eui «t predecessorei suos in 
locietnlem super teilum euisgelu ce- 
ceplt. El vt limia et iaconcassa (?) 
Etarcl bee eonim dtmiLcio cartnm saoctl 
Edwtrcli cum all is cartis presciiptii 
qoas inde habebanl super allare opiu- 
fcrunt,' etc. (Libci Dnnlhora, fol. 79; 
Lclter Book C, fol. 135.) ThU gift lo 
tlie monki of Holy Trinity was con- 
firmed by Henry I and Sleph^n. See 
Letter Book C, fol. 135 ; Rymer, Foe- 
der«, i. II, ij; Madoi, Finna Burgi, 
1$. n; Placita de quo War,, 460, 471, 
471 ; Honiit. Angl.. vi. 156-156 ; 
Stereni. Abbeys, li. 84-gg. ' Item 
Gaufridus Comes Essei ac constabula- 
riui principalis Turrii renDDciaoil totnm 
clamiom lunm de predit 
per cartam leqaentem 
Holy Trinity ' moleodii 

qne pcrtinebal ad Englisce cnithten- 
gildam cnm Smelfaefetda el ho mini- 
bni et omnibui aliif rebus eidem per- 
tJoentlbuG.' (Letter llook C. fol. 1 35 b.) 
' Cf. abore, pp. 78-80. Loflie ad- 
*Mlc«t DO proof to maintain hit aster- 
tion that 'the governing body of London 



He Ei»c 



Ipalet 



was the Knightenguild " (Loflie, Loo- 
don, 30). 

' Domelday Book, iv. 531. ' Ail- 
wardus chenicle teouit i. ilomnni tem- 
pore Ttgii Ed ward i," etc (ibid. 

B3'). 



Iv. 



■ Ibid., i 
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Kemble, Cod. Dip., ii. R3 ; Thorpe, 
Dip. Angl., 138. See also Kembic, 
Saions, ii. 335. Cf. vol. ii. p. 37 : 
' cnihlOD oo Cantwaretierig,' etc., rirca 
1 100. Green (Conqncit of England, 
440 1 speaks of n 'cnichten-giW at Not- 
tingham, probably founding his itale- 
menl upon Domesday li. iSo), which 
mentions ' equiles ' of Nottingham, but 
says nothing concerning a gild. At 
Wycombe there was, in the thirteenth 
centnry, a pnblic building called 
' Knano-thotn,' which Parker tbinki 
was Identical with 'cnihten-lhom,' the 
court or gild-hall of the burgesses 
(Parker, Wycombe. 13^ Knave (cf. 
German 'knabe.' 'knappc') and cnibl 
origiually had the same signification. 
In playing cards we still use knare for 
knight. See Skeat. Did., I.e. 'knight' 
and ' knaTe ' ; Ettmtiller, Lenicon, 395, 
396 ; Wedgwood, Diet. 371. 
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To other Anglo-Saxon gilds, besides the seven already discussed, 
the sources give only a few scanty references. According to William 
of Worcester the Gild of the Calendars of Bristol was founded before 
the Norman Conquest '. This information is probably as untrust- 
worthy as that given by Trussel regarding a Winchester gild, which, 
he affirms, was in existence in 856 '. In 956 and again in 958 ' the 
three gefer-scipas ' of Canterbury occur among the witnesses of a 
charter'. This expression may refer to three gilds ; and it is com- 
monly so construed ', But a later copy of the charter of 958 states 
explicitly that these three 'gefer-scipas' were three monastic bodies: 
' j)et is al se hird at Crist es-cheriche and Seynt Austynes and at Seynt 
Gregories".' Domesday Book speaks of a gild-hall ('gihalla') at 
Dover". King Edgar's Canons (959-975)' and the 'Leges Henrid 
Primi" refer in a general way to the 'gild-scipe' and the 'gilde,' 



' Taylor. Book abotit Bristol, nj, 
338; EnglUh GUds, 287. Cf. above, 
p. 83. n. M. 

■ Vol. ii. p. 353. 

' Tboipc, Dip. Angl., 510 ; Somner, 
CwiL, i. 178; Kemble, Cod. Dip., il. 
355- 

* See Slubbs. Consl. Hist., i. 415; 
Waiti, Verf.. i. 463 ; Schmid. Gesetze, 
603. Cf. Thorpe, Dip. Angl., 606- 
613; and above, p. 183, a. 4. Afler 
the Nomiim Conqaest the lerm seems 
to have been used in tliii wmc sense. 
See Aicbucol, Assoc. Journal, x\. 6. 
Cf. Nates, Gloss., i. v. ' fere ' ; English 
Gilds, 467 (fere — companion, fellow, 
company). 

' Thorpe, Dip. Angl., jii. 

• ' Willielmns filius Goisfridi [habet] 
iii. [maninras], in quibus eiat gihnlla 
bnrgensinig ' (Domeiday, i, 1 a). Cf. 
above, p. 80. I Domesday, i. ), 3, 



e twi 



whicb a 



I priests' gild and 
burgher gild of Canlerbnry: ' x»xii. 
minsuras quas tenenl clerici de villa in 
gildam suam;' ' buigenses habebact 
de rege xixiii. acnu terre in gildam 
suanu' SecStubbs. Consl. Hial., 1.415. 
I lliink that the proper translation is 
■iniheirgeld.'ie.in their ' geld able," or 
lands subject lo gelds. Cf, ' quod 



jacuit in giliiam de Dovere ' \Dome»day, 
i. 11 b) ; ' hae [hidae] geldebant cnm 
civitatc . . . Erant in ipsa civilatc cccc. , 
et mi. domua getdanles' (ibid., i. 
163 b. Cheater). Cf. also above, p. 59, 
note ; and p. 178. 

' ' And we enjoin tliat no priest de- 
prive another of any of those thing* 
whicb appertain to him, neither in hi* 
minster, nor in his shrift-dislrict, nor 
in bis gildship (ne on his mynslre, ne 
on his scrift-scipc, ne on his gild-icipel, 
Dor in any of the things appertaining to 
him.' (Thorpe, Laws, 396,) a.p. 979- 
1015, Athelmar 'dnit' beqneathed ' ti 
pund in to maesaepreosta gylde ; and 
i. pund in to diacona g^lde,' at Win- 
chester (Liber de Hyda, 154V Perhaps 
'gild-scipe' in Edgar's Canons and in 
the Woodbnry gild (Thorpe, Dip. 
Angl., 610) mny simply mean an eccle- 
sia^Iical district, 'gild' being used in 
the sense of worship, as in Withrad'a 
laws. Cf. above, p. 177, n. 4. 

* ' In omni potatione. dationi. vel 
emptioni, vel gilde, vcl ad quidlibet in 
hnnc modum prncparata, primo pax 



Dei e 



Dumi 






1' (Schmid, Gesetie, 478; Thorpe, 
Laws, 356). Cf. the passage in Walter 
Map, De Nugis, 79: 'qoiles Anglici 
in singulis singulas habebant diocesibui 
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It is evident that gilds were a well-known inslitution among the 
Anglo-Saxons. But there is a strong tendency to exaggerate their 
number. For example, the ' ingan burgware ' of Canterbury, which 
Kemblecalls'a burghers' club or gild',' means simply the burgesses 
within the town, being identical with the ' innan burh-wara ' who in 
some Canterbury documents are contrasted with the ' utan burh-wara ' 
or 'out-burgesses". The association which Thorpe in his 'Diplo- 
matarium' (p. 615)' places under the rubric 'gilds,' was a union of 
seven monasteries existing in the reign of William the Conqueror, 
Each of them was enjoined to have masses sung weekly for the 
wellare of all, as though all seven bodies had one mind and one heart 
('quasi cor unum el anima una'). Such federations were quite 
common on the Continent'. The ' gebeor-scipe ' or ' gebur-scipe,' 
which Thorpe feels inclined to make 'a club resembling a gild\' is, 
in most cases, simply equivalent to 'compotatio' or 'convivium ",' and 
was no more a real gild than the ' convivia ' of Tacitus ' or the wakes 
of later times '. It is well known that the Anglo-Saxons were very 
convivial 1 ' conmiis ct potationibus non praeliis intcndunl ' ' ; 
but their convivial meetings were not confined to gilds. Again, 
the ' deofol-gild' (devil-worship) of Ine's laws was not, as some assert, 
a society or fraternity '". Many writers go so far as to include the 
' frilh-borh ' and hundred in the category of gilds ". We are even in- 



bibitoriKs, giiU-iui Angliee dictks.' 
Anselm wrote (rotn Bee at follow! con- 
cerning the doiagi of an officer of a 
moDUterf in England : ' in maltis in- 
oidinale le agit et maxime in bibendo 
[iu] nt m Gildit cum ebriosis bibil ; ' 
* ne . ■ . amplius in Gilda ant in coa- 
ventn coram qui ad inebriandnin Bolnm 
conieniimC bibere aadeat.' (Ansclmiii 
Cant.. EpiBt., lib. ii. Epi«. 7.) 

' Kemble, Saions, ii. 335 ; Cod. 
Dip., ii. 83. 

' Thorpe. Dip. Angl., jiOr 51 ' I 
Sonmer, Canl.. i. 178; Kctnblc, Cod. 
Dip,, ii, 3S5. 

> Alio printed in Hickea, Diu. Epiit., 
19. »o- 

' Wilda, Gildenw., ji ; Rettherg. 
Kircbengcsch., ii. 7SM. 789. See also 
Rock, Charch of ocr Fathet*, ii. 379. 

' Thorpe. Laws, Glois, 1, v. 

• Schmid. Gcwlzc. 14. Cf. also 
Hlolh. andEadr.,c. u. 13. 14: Alhelr., 




iii.ci; Hen.I,c87(Scbni!d, ti, 111, 
4S1, 481; Thorp«, Uw«, 14. 114, 
»59)- 

' SeeWaitz. Verf..l. 90. 

' For these wakes, tee Thorpe, Law*, 
»57; Spelman, GloK, /.p. [ Eng. Gildi, 
p. xcll. 

■ Stubbi, Const. Hist., i. u6. See 
also Tnnier, Anglo-Sazoni, iii. 58, 59 ; 
Wright, Domestic Maanera.77 ; Thorpe, 
Laws, Index to Monam. Eccles., 1. v. 
' drunkenness.' 

" LappenberE, &igl. i. 609; Mar- 
quardsen, Haft, 43, 44. Sec above, p. 
177, n. 4. 

" Pictoa,Self-gov.,6g3: nke, Crime, 
i. 58 ; Varenberg, Relations Dipl., 34- 
35 i Wjtkins, Leges, J95 j Spelmaa, 
Gloss., i.f.'ecldnm.' Kemble CSaiont, 
i. 138-»4S, ii. 309-313, 33») identifies 
the gilds with the ' frith-both,' and yet 
in one place he speaks of the former as 
private, voluntary associations, and in 
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formed that the name of the historian Gildas was derived from a gild^ 
We must remember that a transient convivial gathering did not 
constitute a gild, that this word did not necessarily mean a fraternity, 
and that the gild was only one of various manifestations of the prin- 
ciple of association in the middle ages. 

Not merely the number but also the influence of Anglo-Saxon 
gilds has been greatly exaggerated. There is no evidence to support 
the assertion that the gild was a primary factor in the origin and 
early development of the English municipality — that it was the basis 
or nucleus of the borough constitution •. The burden of proof lies 
with those who advance this theory, and not with those who reject 
it Brentano cites only one example in support of his generalisation 
that * a patrician aristocracy ' in the form of a supreme gild (* summum 
convivium') became the governing body, or constituted the town 
corporation, in Anglo-Saxon boroughs. This one example is the 
thanes' gild of Canterbury ', concerning which the sources give us 
no information whatsoever. Hence Brentano's evidence is purely 
conjectural. His commonly accepted story of a great network of 
frith gilds covering England, battling with lordly oppressors, founding 
town constitutions, etc, is merely a phantasm of the imagination — 
a dramatic version of the few prosaic facts presented in the sources 
of this period. 

In conclusion, we may also remark that our survey of Anglo- 
Saxon gilds has revealed no trace of a Gild Merchant. 

another place makes the 'frith-borh' a ^ Moke, Mamrs, i. 190. 

public, compulsory union (I. 239, ii. ' Above, pp. 77-85, 170. 

309). ' Brentano, Engl. Gilds, p. xcviii. 
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The English Hanse'. 

Although the word ' hansa ' is clearly un-English, the name of 
the Hanseatic League is often supposed to have been derived from 
England*; but we search in vain in the works of continental 
and British writers for a clear explanation of the lerm ' hanse,' as 
used in English towns during the middle ages'. Professor Pauli's 
essay on the 'Auftreten und Bedeutung des Wottes Hansa in 
England,' consists merely of a few vague conjectures concerning 
this institution '. English writers generally ignore its existence j 
those who incidentally touch upon the subject either dismiss it with 
a few vague phrases, or follow the example of Merewether and 
Stephens' in confounding the local hanses of Englishmen with the 
Teutonic Hanse ('hansa Alemanniae') of Germans trading in Eng- 
land. The elucidation of the subject is difficult, owing partly to the 
meagreness of the widely scattered sources, partly to a certain am- 
biguity with which the term was employed. 

The word rarely occurs except in the town charters, and then 
almost invariably in connection with the gild merchant. Though 
the gild is often granted without any mention of the hanse, the 
latter commonly appears in town charters in close proximity to the 
former : ' quod [bui^enses] habeant gildam mercatoriam cum 
hansa,' or 'gildam mercatoriam el hansam,' or 'gildam mercatoriam 
cum hansa ei aliis consuetudinibus et libertatibus ad gildam illam 
pertinentibus.' It also frequently appears in the clause relating to 
' Hans. GeschichlsblaH 



' The antisiRnce of this Appendix 
wu printed in the Revue HUtoriqne, 
Tol. J3, pp. 196-303- 

* SutoriBi, Gcsch. der Hanse, i. 73 ; 
Ton Maurei.Stadtererf., ii. }£4 ; Slnbbt, 
C<HitLHi>l..i.4ii.4ii. 

' The O-Engltih word is h6i found 
in Beawnlf, 9)4. bat appucBtly not oted 



strange that such an emi- 
nent auttiorit; od Eaglisb Historj Coald 
lind only four instances of the use of the 
word ' hanse ' in eonticctioii with Engllih 
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the enfranchisement of the villein : * si nativus . . . fuerit in gilda et 
hansa/ etc.* 

The following is a list of most of the charters that refer to the 
hanse: — 



Name. 






Date. 


Authorities. 


Aberystwyth . . . 1277 . . . 


. Above, p. 16. 


Athboy . . . 


• 




1407 . . . 


. Above, p. 18. 


Bala .... 


• 




1324 . . . 


. Above, p. 16. 


Beaumaris . . 


• 




1296 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 16. 


Berwick . . . 


• 




1302 . . . 


. Gal. Doc. Scotl., ii. 334 '. 


Beverley . . 


• 




"19-35 . . 


. Vol. ii. pp. 21-22'. 


Bridgnorth . . 


• 




1227 . . . 


. Eyton, Shrop., i. 303. 


BuUth . . . 


• 




1278 . . . 


. Vol. ii. pp. 355, 356. 


Caerwys . . 


• 




1290 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 357. 


Cardigan . . 


• 




1388 . . , 


. Merew. and Stephens, 77S. 


Carnarvon • . 


• 




1284 . . . 


. Above, p. 16. 


Conway . . . 


» i 




1284 . . . 


. . Above, p. 16. 


Criccieth . . 


• 




1284 . . . 


. Above, p. 17. 


Denbigh . . . 


1 4 




' 1379 . . 


. . Williams, Denbigh, 119. 


Drogheda . . 


i 




. 1229 . . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 58. 


Dundalk . . 


1 




1379 . • • 


. Munic. Corp. Com., Irel., 891. 


Dunwich 


1 




1200 . . . 


. . Rot. Chart., 51, 211. 


Exeter . . . 


4 




Hen. VIII . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 86. 


Flint .... 


« 




1284 . . 


. . Taylor, Flint, 3r. 


Gloucester . . 


1 




. 1227 . . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 374. 


Grimsby • . 


9 




. 1324 . . 


. • Swinden, Yarm., 28. 


Harlech • . . 


9 




. 1284 * * 


. . Above, p. 17. 


Hedon . . 


• 




. 1348 . . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 108. 


Hereford . 


• 




. 1215 . . 


. . Rot. Chart., 212 ; vol. ii. p. no* 


Hope . . . 


m 




. 1351 . . 


. . Vol. ii. pp. 375, 376. 


Ipswich . . 


• 




1200 . . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 115. 


Lampeter . 


• 




. 1332 . . 


. . Above, p. 17. 


Liverpool . 


i 




1229 . . 


. . Harland, Mamec, 198 ^ 


Ludlow . . 


1 


1 


1461 . . 


. . Charters of Ludlow, 11, 12. 


Montgomery 


• 




. 1227 . . 


. . Above, p. 17. 


Newborough 


• 




. 1303 . . 


. . Above, p. 17. 


Newcastle . 


• 




. 1201 . . 


. . Rot. Chart., 86 '. 


Newton . . 


• 




. 1363 . . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 386. 


Oswestry . 


• 




. 1398 . . 


. . Vol. ii. p. 191. 


Overton . . 


• 




. I 291-2 . . 


. . Above, p. 17. 


Preston • . 


» 




. [Edw. Ill] 


. . Vol. ii. p. 194*. 


* See above, pp. 8, 59. 


* See also Picton, Memor., i. 13. 


' See also vol. ii. p. 19. 


* See also Brand, Newc.,ii. 151, 13a. 


* Cf. below, p. 196. 


* Harland, Mamec., i8a, thinks that 


VOL. L 












"94 
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•Swaaa. 


Data. 


AuthorltieB. 


Pwllheli .... 


1355 ■ ■ 


. Above, p. 17. 


Rochester . . . 


laa? . . 


. Vol ii, p. 387. 


Rhuddlan . . . 


1378 . . 


. Above, p. 18. 


Scarborough . . 


"S3 ■ ■ 


. Vol. ii. p. 38S. 


Shrewsbury . . 


laa? . ■ 


. Vol.ii.pp. 210,211. 


Welshpool . . . 


[Edw. I] . 


. Vol. ii. p. 389- 


Wigan .... 


1346 . . 


. Sinclair, Wigan, i. 41. 


Worcester . . . 


1264 . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 272. 


York 


laoo . . 


. Vol. ii. p. 279'. 



These passages in the town charters leave a strong impression on 
the mind that the hanse was in some way connected with the gild 
merchant, but in what way they do not reveal. For more light we 
must turn to other records. 

The term 'hanse' was most commonly used to denote a mer- 
cantile tribute or exaction, either as a fee payable upon entering 
the gild merchant, or as a toll imposed upon non-gi!dsmen before 
they were allowed to trade in the town. Thus at Ipswich, in the 
second year of the reign of King John, the brethren, having esta- 
blished their gild, were directed to contribute their hanse to the 
fraternity ('et ad hansam suam eidem Glide dandam''). New 
members admitted to the gild at Ipswich generally made a payment 
to the hanse of the gild (' ad hansam gilde ville ' '). In the principal 
towns of Wales (Beaumaris, Conway, Bala, Newborough, Carnarvon, 
Harlech, and Criccieth) it was necessary before entering the gild to 
pay the hanse, which in the Record of Carnarvon is expressly 
defined as a ' prolicuum ' or ' custuma '.' In a document relating 
to Conway we find a similar definition : — ' Hansa, hoc est primum 
custumu[m] vocatum hansa'.' At Andover some of the members 
of the gild merchant had the 'gildam hansariam' in distinction 
from the 'gildam liberam' ; in other words, their gildship was subject 
to a certain payment called 'bans'.' The burgesses of Bury Sl 
Edmund's, who had revolted against the authority of the Abbot, 
and had claimed among other liberties the right of establishing 



the (hitler in which ihe word ' hwisc' 
oMon, WBs granted lo the burgeuei of 
PrettonkboaC A.o. 1100. 

■ See *Uo Dnke. Ebor., llS.— For 
the ute o( the woid ' huiie ' in othci 
rccordi bciides luwn chartere (at Ad- 
dover, Bury Sl. Edmond's, Ipbwtch, 
LcicHler, Oiroid. and vsrioui boroughs 
of Wslei uid Scollond), lee below, pp. 



194-197- 

• Vol. ii. p-iji. 

' Vol.ii.pp. 1J3. 1*4, i^J. 

* Vol. ii. p. 16, 48. 

' Williams, Aberconwy, 181. 

' Abovc.p.jr. "Gildim qmmlenet, 
pro qua Intmogatui fuit soiaetc mum 
han*' (toI. ii. p. »9)). 
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a gild merchant, imposed a tax called ' hansing silver ' upon all who 
wished to remain among them \ 

In the Leicester Gild Rolls a newly admitted brother was often 
said to be ' quietus de introitu et de hansis.' In one case we find 

* quietus de introitu, et de ansis per totam Angliam^' Here hanses 
can only mean tolls or mercantile exactions. The term is used in 
a cognate sense in a charter granted by King John to the burgesses 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne : — * quietantiam de theloneo et passagio et 
pontagio et de ansa et de omnibus aliis consuetudinibus per totam 
terram nostram '.' A charter of Edward II allows the burgesses of 
Grimsby to be quit, throughout the realm, of tolls, pontage, kstage, 

* hansagio,' etc/. At Oxford a similar prestation bore the name of 
'hanseria': — 'uno redditu qui vocatur basket stallagio, piscaria, 
coquinaria, et hanseria, qui valent per annum xl. li ^' In the same 
category of hanse exactions, though bearing a different name, we 
may class the ' gildwite,' extorted by the gild of Lincoln from mer- 
chants passing near that city ', and the ' customa mercatorum,' called 
*gild-silver,' at Henley '. 

When, then, a charter granted to a town *gilda mercatoria cum 
hansa,' or ' cum hansis,' it doubtless meant * the gild merchant with 
the right to exact money requisitions or prestations from the brethren 
as well as from non-gildsmen trading in the town.' In the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries the Merchant Adventurers of England 
often used the word * hanse ' in one of the senses mentioned above, 
i.e. that of entrance-fee *. 

' Vol. ii. p. 3a. freemen or gildsmen at Oxford, was 

' Vol. ii. pp. 137, 138. derived from 'hanse.* See vol. ii. p. 194. 

' Rot. Chart, 86; Brand, Newc, it. * Vol. ii. p. 147. Cf. above, p. 50, 

131, 13a. n. I. 

* Oliver, Grimsby, 79. In 17 Ed- '' Vol. ii. p. 109. 

ward II the king directed the bailiffs ' * It is ordered and enacted that for 

of Yarmooth not to impose toll, hanse, the futnr for all Hanses, Fines and 

etc upon the men of Grimsby, contraiy Broakes att Admissions and all Broakes 

to the latter^s charter, but to allow them condemned in Court for any kind of 

to be quit of the same : 'de hujusmodi Transgressions against the orders of the 

theolonio, muragio, panagio [i. e. pau- Fellowshipp, and all other moneys what- 

agio], pontagio, stallagio, hansagio, soever for which there are securit3rs put 

anchoimgio^ terragio, kayagio, passagio in to satisfye the Treasurer, the same 

et sedagio, vobis ibidem de eisdem shall be cleared by each respective 

bonis et merdmoniis prestand[is] quie- Treasurer in whose time the said Debit 

tot e»e permittatis.' (Swinden, Yarm., did arise . .. .' (Jan. 165I.— Addit. 

a8.) MS., Mus. Brit., 18913, fol. 19.)— 

* Madoz, Firma Bnrgi, 94 (s a Edw. * Euerie persone admitted into the 
I). Tomer (Oxford Records, 23) thinks Freedome of the Fellowshippe of Mer- 
that 'haoasterii/ the term applied to chant Adventurers of the Realm of 

O 2 
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Hanse was also sometimes employed in the middle ages as a 
synonym for 'gilda mercaloria '.' Thurstan, Archbishop of York, 
granted to the burgesses of Beverley a 'hans-hus,' which term is 
superseded in the confirmation charters of Archbishop William and 
King Henry I by 'gilda mercatoria '.' In the sixteenth century' 
the gild-hall of Beverley was called the ha nse -house '. At Ipswicli 
•gilda' and 'hansa' or 'hansa de gilda' were sometimes used 
synonymously'. In Liber W'inton a gild-hall of Winchester bears 
the name ' hantachenselc,' which looks like a corruption of ' hanse- 
seld ' {German, ' hansa-saal ') : ' hantachenselc ubi probi homines 
Wintonie potabant Gildam suam \' In charters conferred by English 
kings upon the Teutonic Hanse, gild and hanse ate used synonym- 
ously '. The gild, or company, of Merchant Adventurers of England 
was also in later days called a 'haunce".' 



England ihall pay nt fuclie hii ndmia- 
•iui jl he come in one the old hoax, 
as yl yi icnned, 61, SJ, Ueilinge, And 
yt he couae in une the new hanse, leno 
muket Hertinge, ucoiding to ihe R>le 
of Ihc Eiuhannge,' {Circa ifioo- — Ibid. 
t. 33.) See bIso Schaoi, £ngli«:he Hnn- 
deltpohtik, ii. {£7, $58, j6i ; Aodenon, 
Oiigin of Commerce, i. 333; Mnlynea, 
Center of Cirde of Cooimetcc, Si). 

* This is the ricw of Sinbbt, Conslil, 
Hiiunry, L 411, 416; Dobioii and lUi- 
lud, Ptealon Guild, 5 ; Pauli, Auflre- 
len nnd Bedenlnng del \VorICi Hansa. 
17 ; LappcnUrg, Engl i. Gl I 1 Her- 
bett, Liv. Comp., i ii;ThampiQn, 
lUuy on Municipal lliitory, ^g ; Owen 
and iJUkeway.Shrevribary, i. 103. But 
they do Dol give any exunple of Ihe 
Synonymoiu ou: of the two lerroi. 



• Vol. IL pp. > 



•Hani-hM' 



here the equivalent of ■ h«n*e,' juit at 
'domui' or gild-ball frequently iland^ 
for giSd. Sec English Gildt, 60, 167, 
ttfiaii.; Hichardt, Lynn, 457, 458 ; and 
vol. it. pp. 5, II, 109, i£4, 163, 103, 
307, 108, 171, 371. 

• See Fuulsoo, tlevcrUc, JI4, 330, 
33>. ' The accomple of Juhn Truslove, 
late maior of the loucn of Bnerley 
wilbin the Countye of Yotke, of all the 
Knti, reveDewei, yuue*, prolittyci, and 
comojdytye* perteyninge 10 the baDM 
bonieaud cumynaltic of the uune towne.' 



etc. (Ibid., 330, J7 Elii.) Puulson 
regards ' hanse-honie ' thus used as a 
lynonym for gild-ball. (Ibid., 331.I 

' Kep. MSS. Com., 1SX3. pp. 140, 
141 : cf. vol. ii. pp. ijj, 114, 377- 

' Woodward, Hampth., i. 166. Id the 
edition of the Liber Winton, pabUshed 
by the Kecord Commission (.Uomclday, 
■*■ 556'') this word hu been iucoircelly . 
[ranutibed from the ori^nal. 1 have 
given the paiisage as it standi la the 
manuscHpt owned by the Society of An- 
tiquaries of London.^In the ihiilecntli 
century the gild-ball of Leicester was 
called 'gild salle' (.Notes and Queries, 
Finl Setiea, V. 531). For ' ihol-iel,' *ee 
above, p. g), D. I. There was also a 
merchants' hall or ' Scle ' ui Winchester 
called ' chcpmane-sela ' {Fipe Koltt, 
3 Hen. II, loH; £ Hen. II, 48: 6 
Hen. XI, 41) ; and other early Pipe 
Rolls ; Arvhaeol. Journal, viU 381)- 

* Liber Albui. 535, 540 ; &iiTorias, 
Hanse, i. 4) ; Campbell, MatcrtaU for 
Keign of Henry VII. i. 476. 

' Rep. MSS. Com., 1S74, p. aoj 
(a.O. 1551), — Some writers tbink that 
' hanse' in the town chanen of Great 
Briiain refers to a union of bargcsces for 
the purpose of carrying on foreign com- 
meice. See Baines, Liverpool, 93 ; 
Drake, Eboracom. 118. But there is 
no evidence in the lonrcee to support 
thii by[>otheiiii. Moreover, many of the 
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In some charters granted to Irish towns, the words * gildam mer- 
catoriam cum hansa ' are replaced by the following : * Liceat burgen- 
sibus meis gildam mercatoriam et alias gildas habere et suos scot- 
enos, cum omni libertate ad ipsos spectante, sicut consuetudo est 
alianim honarum villarum ^' It is quite probable that these words 
' suos scotenos ' confer the same privilege as * hansa ' in the English 
charters. 

In Scotland the word ' hanse ' was not as prevalent as in England. 
It rarely occurs in Scotch town charters. There is, however, one 
very noteworthy instance of its use. King William the Lion (1165- 
13 14) granted to his burgesses of Aberdeen and all the burgesses 
of Moray and those north of the Munth (probably Kintore, Banff, 
Cullen, Elgin, Forres, Nairn, and Inverness) their free hanse: — 
'Willelmus dei gracia Rex Scottorum omnibus probis hominibus 
tocius terre sue salutem. Sciant presentes et futuri me concessisse 
et hac carta mea confirmasse burgensibus meis de Aberdoen et 
omnibus burgensibus de Moravia et omnibus burgensibus meis ex 
aquilonali parti de Munth manentibus liberum ansum suum tenen- 
dum ubi voluerint et quando voluerint, ita libere et quiete, plenarie 
et honorifice, sicut antecessores eorum tempore Regis David aui 
met ansum suum liberius et honorificentius habuerunt. Quare 
prohibeo firmiter ne quis eos inde vexet aut disturbet, super meam 
plenariam forisfacturam. Testibus . . . apud Perth '.' Some eminent 
Scotch writers have regarded this hanse as a federation of towns \ 
If this were true, the passage would be very valuable as furnishing 
us with the earliest instance of the use of the term in this sense ; 
the 'ansum' north of the Munth would, in fact, be the harbinger 
of the celebrated Hanseatic League. But it is more probably in- 
tended, either as a general grant of the Gild Merchant ^ or as a 
grant of the right to impose the hanse tribute upon merchants. 



boroughs that received a grant to the 
gild and hanie were insignificant inland 
towns, the burgesses of which had little 
to do with foreign commerce. Drake 
cmlls the 'hansas* mentioned in the 
charter of York (vol. ii. p. 279) ' foreign 
^lonies' of the gild (Eboracam, 228). 
It is far more probable that * hansas ' is 
to be construed with the words Mes- 
tagim* and 'qnieta,* the sense of the 
passage being simply that the burgesses 
are to be quit of mercantile imposts in 
England and Normandy. The plural 



* hansas ' also occurs in charters of 
Hedon and Scarborough (vol. ii. pp. 
108, 388). 

* Vol. ii. p. 134 ; and above, p. 59, 
note. 

» Acta Pari. Scotl., i. [77] 87. 

' Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., Rep., 
p. 1 1 ; Burton, Scotland (2nd edition ">, 
ii. 89 ; Irving, Burghs in Scotland, Glas- 
gow Archaeol. Society, Trans., i. 342 ; 
Innes, Anc. Laws and Customs, p. 
xxxix. 

* Compare the following passage in 
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On the Continent, as is well known, the word hanse was used in 
the various senses noted above, viz, as an entrance-fee of a trading 
gild ', as a mercantile exaction ', as synonymous with merchant or 
craft gild', and, above all, as a society of merchants trading in 
foreign parts *. 



the 'Alsisc Regi* Willelmi I':— 'Item 
itatnit quod mercntares rfgnl habeanl 
gildam soam mercatoriam el its gau- 
deuit in pace, cum libeiule emend! et 
vendendi ubiqi;e infra limitca llbena- 
tiun burgonim.' (Acu Pari. Scot., i. 
383O The Gild Merchant was lome- 
tlme* granted to the English towns with 
a clauK >imiiaT to ' tcnendam ubi roln- 
crlnt et quando volucrint.' See Hbovc, 
p. 58 : Archaeol. Journal, xx\x. 35). 

' Dn Cange, Cloii , J. u. ' appreoli- 
datm,' and ' tuuisa.' 

* HohlbaDiD. Uckundenbuch, iii. 408. 
£53! I^D Cange, Gliwi.. l.v. ' hanu '; 
Gay, St. Omer, 371, and Documents, 
47; Wautera, Lib. Com., 586, and 
Pienvei, »34, 135; Von Maorer, Sladie- 
iietf., i, 194, ii. 179 : Sartorias, Hanse, 
I. 75, iL g : Wamkonig, Fland., i. 319 
and No. civ. ; Grimm. Wbrterb. j. d. 
'banse'; Kemblc, Saxons, ii. jig. 

* ' Mercalorum socieUti [at &ackel] 
que vulganler hanK dicitnr.' (a. u. 
1309. Gcngler, Codex, 167 ; cT. ibid., 
964.) There waa aUo at Urackcl a 
' hanza pislonim ' in 1315 (ibid., 167). 
The ' handicraftimeo'i hansc' o( Dn- 
barg ii spoken ol in 134J : ' de der 
hantwerkeo banie winnet,' etc. (ibid., 
904). See alto Hohlbanm. Uiknndenb.. 
iii- f Si : De Lettcnhove. Flandre, i. 
37»; Van Mierii, Gtool Chaitcrbock, 
i. 3s6 ; Niluch, Niederd. GenosL, 11 ; 
Wantcn, Lib. Com., 586 ; Von Maurer, 
Stadleveif.. il. 154, jjS ; Fortuyn, Speci- 
men, 18 1 Gniiim,Woitefb.,>.f. 'hanse.' 
— For the Hanse of Paris, see Wam- 
konig, Frini. Gesch.. i. 317 : FonuyD, 
107; Boilean, Livrc dcs M^ticn, 469. 
For the siatdtei of the harue of St. Otncr, 



see Giry, St. Omer, 41J. and D'Her- 
mansait, Anc. Com. For the peculiar 
use of the term haasc at Cbttingen, see 
above, p. 31. n- 4- 

' For the Hanseatic League and 
varioua local hansea, see Hohlbaam, 
Urkundenb., iii. 469, £53 ; Von Maurcr. 
Stadteverf,. ii. 154, 376; Koppmann, 
Huuerecesse, i., Introd. ; Sartorial, 
Hanie, i. pp. xviii., 73-76 : Schiifer, 
Hanseiladte, 351, 351 ; Do Cange, 
Gloss., I. D, ' banaa ' ; Zimmem, Huisa 
Towni ; Denicke, Von der deutschen 
Hansa ; Mallet, Ligae Hans. ; Lappen- 
bcrg, Stahlbof, App. 3, el fast, ; Worms, 
Ligue Hans. ; Scbiifer, Die Hanse. Th« 
German Hanseatic Leagoe ia not to be 
confused with the ' Hanse dc Londres,' 
probably so cbUc<) because London was 
its most important foreign emporiam. 
It was also known aa ' les dix-scpt 
viUcs.' This Hanse of London flon- 
riahed in the tblneentb and fourteenth 
centuries. A record of 1436 Indicates 
that it was then in a atate of dissolution. 
Bruges and Vpres were at the head of 
the league, which originally consisted 
of seventeen towns of Flandeii, and 
North France, the number lieillg pro- 
bably graflually iactcascd to at least 
lifty^sli. No persons belonging to 
these towns could catry on trade with 
England nnless they were membera of 
the Hanse. See Bourquelot, Foirei 
de Champagne, 134-1311! Wamkonig, 
Fland., i, 339-331, App. 81-86; Va- 
rcnbergh, Relations, 145-155; Giry, 
St. Omer. aSi. 183 ; Ashley, Ecoa. 
Hist., 104, 106, log, and Artevelde, 
17-10; Ljippenberg, Stahlhof, 6; 
TTiictrjt, Docom,, i. 177. 
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The Scotch Gild Merchant. 



§ I. Inception and Distribution, 

Though Scotland seems to have borrowed some of her early 
burghal laws from England ^ the general development of her 
municipal history in the middle ages resembles that of the Continent 
more closely than that of England. This was probably due to the 
weakness of royal authority in Scotland ', and in part, perhaps, to the 
intimate relations existing between that country and the Continent. 
After the thirteenth century Scottish burghs sought municipal prece- 
dents in France and Flanders rather than in England '. 



* Below, p. 357. 

' The oentiml goTerament was much 
itronger in England than in Scotland or 
on the Continent. This greatly influ- 
enced the growth of English municipal 
institutions. Cf. above, pp. 106, 109. 

* In 1593 the Gild Merchant of 
Scotch burghs was regulated * accordmg 
to the lovable forme of jugement vsit 
in all the guid townis of France and 
Flanderis, quair burses ar erected and 
coQstitttt^ and speciallie in Paris, Rowen, 
BanleauU,RochelL' (AcU Pari. Scot, iv. 
30.) For the dose political relations be- 
tween Scotland and France in the middle 
ages, see Moncrieff, Memoirs of ancient 
■Uianoes between French and Scots; 
and Misc. Sootica, vol. iv. Active com- 
merce was also carried on by the Scots 
in France and the Low Countries. 
(Rec of Conv. of Royal Burghs, p<us, ; 
Hdhlbanm, Urirondenbuch, iii. 58, 63, 
64, 194, 343, 353, 407, 533 ; LibeU of 
EngL Policye, 33, 34 ; Wamkonig, 
Fland., iL 146 ; Giry, St Omer, 383 ; De 
FrMlle, Commeroe de Rouen, i. 103, 
355.) Many Flemings settled in Scot- 



land and formed a powerful element in 
Scotch buxghal life. (Above, p. 109 ; 
Rot. Scacc., i. p. Izxxi, bczxii ; Craw- 
furd. Trades* House, 33 ; Scottish Re- 
view, xi. 1 1 ; Acta Pari. Scot., xii. 543 ; 
Chalmers, Caled., L 600, 735, 783.) A 
charter granted by Earl David (1171- 
1 199) was addressed to ' Francis et 
Anglis et Flamingis et Scotis.* (Rot 
Scacc, L p. Ixxxii; Hist. MSS. Com. 
1870, p. 131.) In a royal charter of 
1357 there is a reference to Flemish law 
existing io Scotland, ' lege Flaminga^ 
que didtur Fleming lauche.* (Ibid. ; cf. 
AcU Pari. Scot, i. 37 [31].) These 
foreigners must have aided in making 
the Scots familiar with continental dvic 
institutions. The presence of such words 
as ' maisterstick *, ' sigiUum ad causas *, 
' Maison Dien *, etc. testify to consider- 
able continental influence. See Midiel, 
Inquiry into Scottish Lang., vii., viii., 
163, et pass, ; Bain, Ab. Guilds, 107, 
199, 304; Groome, Gaz., iv. 331 ; be- 
low, p. 303, n. 3. See also Rec. of 
Conv., i. 76 ; Mackende, Roman Law, 

41. 
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As it is commonly asserted that the development of the burghal 
polity was the same in Scotland as in England ', I wil! indicate some 
of the points of divergence between the two countries, without 
attempting to treat the subject exhaustively. Burghs in Scotland 
comprised three well-defined classes, namely, royal burghs, burghs 
of regality, and burghs of barony' — a classification unknown to 
England. In Scotland there was considerable national legislation 
concerning burghs in general, and hence more uniformity of con- 
stitution than in England. For example, the statute of 1469, c. 5, 
made the burgh councils of Scotland self-elective. In England each 
town council had a history of its own as regards the development of 
the principle of self-election, It is also to be remembered in this 
connection that there was no body of general laws in EngWnd like 
the medieval 'Leges Burgorum'-' Again, one of the most striking 
features ofScottish municipalities was their strong spirit of federation. 
The Convention of Royal Burghs, which was an outgrowth of the 
more ancient Parliament or Court of the Four Burghs, continued to 
wield great influence down to modern times'. In England there 



' Fof example, Merewethet and 
Stephens, i. p. ivii. 

' The chief characteristics ot i royal 
burgb were ihal it was held directly of 
the crown, it had Ihe election of its ovm 
ciflicen, exerdseil the right lo export 
ftnd import mere hand ii#, and aflei 1336 
w*s represented in Pariinment. Burghs 
of regality and batony were held of 
oieiae lordi, the former having e more 
extensive joritdiction than the latter. 
Both were open 10 the interference 
of their loidi in the management 
cf tmrghal aflairs ; and the burgage 
lenaie in both was inferior to that by 
which bu(ges«c» in royal bstghs held 
their tencmcnti. (Mnaic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl., 1835. Rep., ili. 10, 11, 75 ; 1S36, 
PP' 3> 4 ' ^''O'l Koyalt-Bnrghi, 17, 18 ; 
Innei, Ane. Law*, xiiriii., alii, ; Acta 
Pari. Scot.. U. tja, Ap[i. 146.) The 
royal bnrghs paid certain public taxes 
from which other burghs were ex- 
empt. By (he Acn of Parliament 1671, 
c }.. and 1693, c. 5t, the right to engage 
freely in foreign trade wai eitended to 
*nch bnrghs of barony and regality ai 
agreed to bear the hardens of taxation 




with the royal barghs. (Misc., Preface, 
xxv-lii, liiivii : Rec ofConr., iv. p. v.) 

' These laws are commonly ascribed 
to the reign of Daviil 1. They art 
printed in Acta Pari. ScoL. i. 3>7-3S6 
[17-44], '"^ •■> Innes. Atie. I.aw«.4-j8, 
For the diversity in the constitution of 
burgh council!, notwithstanding the Act 
of I469, lec Muc, lirii. et seq. 

* The Court of Four Burghs origin* 11/ 
eoniisted of Berwick, Sliriing, Edin- 
burgh, and Roxburgh. In 1 368 Lanark 
and Linlithgow were snbstltated for 
Berwick and Roxburgh, which had 
fallen into the hands of the EngliA 
(Acta Pari. Scot., i. 507). Tiiis Court 
or Parliament of Four Burghs ex- 
ercised a general supervision over Ihe 
barghs of Scotland, makiDg laws for 
them, and, above all, acting ai a high 
court of appeal in difficult qneitioai 
relating lo bargbal usages and privileges. 
It is surmised that the ' Legn Bur- 
gorutn ' were framed by this body in the 
reign of David L The Convention of 
Royal Bnrghi seems to have emerged 
frcim the Court or Parliament of Four 
Burghs in the fifteenth century, though 
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has always been a conspicuous absence of federative unions of 
towns *. Moreover, the general aspect of the burghal constitution 
differed in the two countries. The hundred organization, pie-powder 
courts, and municipal incorporation were common in English 
boroughs, but almost unknown in those of Scotland ^ Many of the 
latter, like the Roman *civitas,' enjoyed privileges in adjacent 
territory extending far beyond the burgh walls'; which was very 
rarely the case this side of the Tweed. Roman law in general had 
more influence in Scotland than in England *, The names of Scotch 
burghal institutions were strange to the townsmen of England. 
There was a provost instead of a mayor, there were gildries, corpor- 



the latter Hame was not superseded by 
the former until the sixteenth century. 
A docnment of 1405 indicates that the 
Convention was then jnst beginning to 
emerge from the older Conrt or Parlia- 
ment. In that year it was enacted that 
two or three bargesies from each of the 
King*t burghs south of the Spey should 
assemble annually * ad tractandum, 
erdinandmn et determinandum super 
his omnibus que ad ytilitatem reipublice 
b nr gor um uniTersorum dicti domini 
nostri Regis et ad eorum libertates et 
Curiam dignoscuntur pertinere.* (Acta 
ParL Scot, i. [339], 703.) In 1454 it 
was enacted that the Conrt of Four 
Bmghs should assemble annually at 
Edinburgh to determine appeals from 
the bnrghal courts of the Kingdom, to 
rqinlate the standards of weights and 
measures, and to determine other 
matters relating to burghs. (Ibid., xii. 
93.) In 1578 a statute enacts that the 
Convention was to meet four times every 
year, each borough sending one com- 
missioner, except Edinburgh, which 
could send two. (Ibid., iii. 102.) The 
Convention acted as a high court of 
appeal or arbitration, deciding disputes 
between different burghs or between 
iStkc burgesses and their magistrates ; it 
also frequently framed or altered the 
'letts'or written constitutions of burghs ; 
it made genend regulations relating to 
commeroe, foreign and domestic ; it 
sent commissioners to, and negotiated 
treaties with, foreign cities and states ; 



and apportioned among the burghs their 
respective shares of the national taxes^ 
It still exists, its meetings being held 
once a year at Edinburgh. It now 
merely makes suggestions regarding 
matters of municipal interest, with a 
view to influence public opinion and 
parliamentary action. There is no good 
account of its history, though it is 
worthy of careful investigation. For 
many important documents relating to 
the subject, see Records of Conv. of 
Royal Burghs. See also below, pp. 
315, 258; Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl. 
1835, Rep., 15, 16. 19; 1836, App. 10- 
ai ; Acta Pari. Scot., xii. 267, 367; 
Innes, Scotl., 1 70 ; Sets, /oxx. ; Docu- 
ments, 75-77; Chalmers, Caledonia, i. 
777 ; McDouall, Laws, ii. 579; Houard, 
Trait^s, ii. 461-463 ; Register of Privy 
Counc, vi. 33 ; Black, Royal Burrows, 
Pref., 37-159 ; Mackay, Conv. of Royal 
Burghs ; Burton, Scot., ii. 90, 91 ; Misc. 
Records Soc., Pref. 

* Above, p. 106. 

* Robertson, Scotl. under Early Kings, 
i* 303 ; Irving, Dumbartonsh., 5 ; Col- 
ston, Guildry of Ed., 6a. 

' Below, pp. ao6, 214; Robertson, 
Scotl. under Early Kings, i. 304 ; Innes, 
Anc. Laws, p. xxxvii ; Acta Pari. Scot., 
i. 86, 88 [76, 78] ; Munic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl.r 1835, Rep. 10, II, 15 ; 1836. pp. 
3, 4, a99 ; Irving, Burghs, 338 ; Hamil- 
ton of Wishaw, 356. 

* Acta Pari. Scot., xii. 330; Mac* 
kenzic, Roman Law, 40, 41. 
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ations (i. e. crafts), conveneries of crafts', seals of cause' by which the 
crafb were incorporated, etc. We shall soon see that the general 
development of the Gild Merchant and crafts forms a striking 
point of divergence in the municipal history of the two countries. 

There arc two periods in the growth of the Scotch Gild Merchant 
or Gildiy. The first comprehends the twelfth, thirteenth, and 
fourteenth centuries, during which its history did not differ greatly 
from that of the English Gild Merchant. The second period 
extends from the fifteenth lo the nineteenth century, and is marked 
by a bitter conflict between the Gildry and the crafts. 

The Gild Merchant or Gildry of Scotch towns first comes to 
view in the reign of David I (i 124-1153) '. It must have been a 
common feature of the royal burghs of Scotland in the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries '. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 



' 'In many burghs there exiits an 
aggr^ale body composed of rcprcccnla- 
livcsofthe differeni [craft! corporations, 
called the Convenery, or Convener's 
Court, The functions of this body are 
Id consul! on all matters in which the 
general tnlereils of the crafts are con- 
cerned ; to protect iheit rights and 
privileges, as by assisting corporations 
in prosecuting unfTccmen ; 10 determine 
■i1 diflercnces that may arise among 
them : and. in some cases, lomakc bye- 
lava relative to the Eevcral corporation). 
. . . There are conveneries in Edinbui^h, 
Glasgow (there called the Trades' 
House), Aberdeen.Dtindec, Banff, Perth, 
Invemeic, Dnmrrics, St. Andrew's, 
I^tb, Lanark, and several other bnrght. 
There were flight differences in the con- 
stitution of the convenery in difFetent 
burghs ; but ordinarily It consisted of 
the deacons of the trades, who elected 
out of their number a chairman, who 
was fonncrlf called the deacon wamer, 
but now the deacon convener ; and he, 
In »11 burghs, ii accounted the head of 
the tradesmen.' (Munic, Corp. Com., 
ScotL, 1835, Rep., p. 84.) Sec also 
ibid., 1835, pp. 159, 181, 41.S1 1^36, 
pp- 68, 313: Irving, Burghs, 347: 
HcDonall, Lawi, ii, $78; Acta Farl, 
Scot. i». 509; Sketch of Ed. Const., 
pp. aiivi, 14; Crawfurd, Trader' 
llouse, 1 15-131 ; Constitution of liur^hs. 



193; Ree. of Conv,. iii. 19S, iv. 377; 
and below, pp 110-113, ^bii ollicc 
still exists in Clasgov and Edinburgh. 
{Gondy and Smith, Loi/al Gov., 



charter granted by the burghal aulhori- 
ties to my body of craftsmen, spcd^g 
their lights and privileges 1 above all, 
excluding non-members from using ibdr 
craft, giving (he mcmberi the right to 
make bye- law a. to elect their own 
officers, etc. liut such a grant did not 
release the craft from the control of the 
dvic magistrates. (Munic. Corp. Cotn., 
Scotl., 1835, Rep., 78-80.) At Sl 
Omer a seal of cause was used by die 
civic mngiitrates far minor transactions. 
(Giry, St, Omer, 130, 131.) A seal of 
came was also used at Campvere, with 
which city Scottish burghs had intimate 
commercial relations. (Rcc, of Conv., 
ii. 36].) 1 have never met witb any 
mention of this seal in the local records 
of England. 

' See the eilract from the Lege* 
Burgorum given below, p, 113, n. t, 

' The wording of many medieval 
documents shows that the Gild Mer- 
chant was a common feature of Scotch 
burghs. See below, p. 104. notes, and 
p, 105, n. 1 : alto the cMiacIi from the 
public recordi. below, pp, 107-109. 
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few royal burghs were without a Gildry *. Subjoined is a list of the 
burghs in connection with which I have met with references to this 
institution ; the asterisk indicates that the Gildry or its chief officer 
still survives '. 



Name. 

^Aberdeen. . . . 
*Annan 



Anstruther-Easter . 

Anstruther- Wester 

*Arbroath .... 



Date. 



♦Ayr 



'Banff 



Berwick . < . . 
^Brechin . . . . 



Burntisland . . . 

^Campbeltown . . 

CuUen 



1222 
1538 



1583 
1587 
1599 

1428 



1592 



[1249] . . . 
1601 



• • . 



... 



1541 
1700 

1617 



Culross .... 1588 



... 



^ Below, p. ao6, n. a ; p. 307, n. i ; 
Black, Royal Burrows, 99 ; Misc. of 
Scot Borgha Rec. Sod., p. xl ; Mac- 
kensie, Worics, i. 65. A few burghs of 
barooy and regality bad a dean of Gild 
(Dunkeld, Fraserlnirgh, Kilsyth, May- 
bole, Rosehearty, etc.). 

' My chief authority for determining 
the binig^ in which a Gildry or a 
dean of Gild still exists is Groome's 
Oidinanee Gaxetteer, under the names 
of the respective towns. 

* A * Gildry and Gildrymen * were 



Authorities. 

Below, p. 219, n. 3. 

Misc., 228 ; Groome, Gaz., i. 51 ; 

Munic Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, 

p. 61. 
Constitution of Burghs, 104. 
Ibid., 85. 
I bid., 89, 194 ; Hay, Arbroath, 306- 

313 ; Sets, 52 ; Misc., 279, 293 '. 
Dickson, Gild Court of Ayr, 225 ; 

Acta Pari. Scot., i. 180, 181 ; 

Sets, 71 ; Charters of Ayr, 195. 
Constitution, 90, 198; Sets, 55; 

Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, 

p. 1 10 ; Imlach, Banff, 77. 
Below, p. 211, n. i. 
Black, Brechin, 46-48 ; Reg. Privy 

Council, vi. 391 ; Constitution, 

115, 185; Misc., 195, 291. 
Constitution, 115, 182; Sets, 61. 
Constitution, 124, 216; Sets, 72. 
Constitution, 203 ; Sets, 64; Misc., 

226 ; Annals of Cullen, pass, ; 

Cramond, Inventory, /oxx. 
Constitution, 89; Misc,2i6; Beve- 

ridge, Culross, i. 296, 316, ii. 162 ; 

Rec. of Conv., v. 135. 

not introduced in Arbroath until 1725, 
though the priyilege had been granted in 
'599- (Rec. of Conv., ▼. 161, 369, 373.) 
Likewise in Culross in 1668 and in 
Brechin in 1658, though the grant had 
been made in 1588 and 1601 respec- 
tively. (Ibid., iii. 464, 568, 578, 588, 
603-606.) It should also be noted, in 
connection with the list of Gild Towns, 
that a burgh often had a dean of Gild 
without having a Gildry fraternity. 
(Munic Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, PP* 
61, 63, 190; 1836, p. 68.) 
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Name. 



* Cupar 



•Dingwall . . 



♦Doraoch . . 

♦Dumbarton . 

♦Dumfries . . 

Dunbar . . 



'Dunfermline 



Date. 

1369 

1497 



1648 
1609 
1827 
1603 



Dundee .... 1 349-^6 



. 1395 



Dunkdd .... 1704 . 

♦Edinburgh . . . 1403 . 
Elgin 1234 . 



Authorities. 

Acta Pari. Scot., i. 509 [176]; 
Charters of Cupar, 7 ; Constitu- 
tion, 177 ; Sets, 42. 

Constitution, 98, 212; Sets, 57; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, 
p. 190. 

Misc., 293 ; Constitution, 105. 

Constitution, 87, 190 ; Sets, 45. 

McDowall, Dumf., 310, 311, 65 1\ 

Constitution, 117; Miller, Dunbar, 
250 ; Rep. of Com., 1793, p. 18. 

Warden, Burgh Laws, fass, ; Char- 
ters of D., 9; Thomson, Dundee, 
255 ; Acta Pari. Scot., iii. 232 ; 
Mackie, Dundee, 207, 208; Misc., 
166, 289 ; Sets, 14 ; Munic. Corp. 
Com., Scotl., 1835, PP» 229, 233 J 
Beatts, Dundee, 46, etpass, ; Roll 
of Burgesses, 2-7 •. 

Chalmers, Dunf., i. 389, 399 ; Con- 
stitution, 188; Sets, 24; Misc., 
201, 240-260 ; Henderson, Dunf., 
192, 307, 323, 408, 421 ; Rep. of 
Com., 1 81 9, pp. 429-455. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
[pt. ii.], p. 42. 

Below, p. 216, n. i. 

Carlisle,Top. Diet., 'Elgin'; Munic. 
Corp. Com., ScotL, 1835, p. 425 ; 
Sets, 53 ; Constitution, 104 ; 
Young, Annals of E., I57-I59» 
549-552". 



. ' In 1709 the mnnicipal authorities 
of Damfriet asierted that their bargh 
was not a * gild-town/ i. e. it bad no 
Gildry. (Misc., 180; Sets» 75.) See 
alio Rec. of Conv., iii. 445, 537, 559. 

'In 1325 a jury stated that daring 
the reign of Alexander III, Dundee had 
* eandem libertatem emendi et vendendi 
per aquam et per terram ficnt aliqni 
borgenses per totnm regnnm Scode 
liberius ant quieciot habnerunt ant pot- 
sederant, videlicet in nundinis, in mer- 



cato, in libero portn, com acoesta na- 
ninm, oneracione et exoneradone eanin- 
dero, cum gilda mercatoria et aliis 
libertatibut universis sicut liberi bur- 
genies.' (Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 
1835, P 238.) 

* Alexander II in 1234 granted the 
burgesses of Elgin * Gildam suam mer- 
catoriam adeo libere et sicut aliqui 
burgoram nostrorum in toto regno nos- 
tro Guildam suam habent* (Shaw, 
Moray, 238.) 
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Name. Date. 

Forfar 1372 



Torres 



1711 



*Fortrose .... 1708 

Fraserburgh • . . 1588 

Galloway, New . . 1629 

^Glasgow .... 1605 

Greenock .... 1797 

* Haddington . . . 1655 



Inverary .... 


1648 


•Inverbervie . . . 


1709 


•Inverkeithing . . 


1598 


•Inverness. • . . 


1676 



•Inverurie .... 1619 

•Irvine 1371 

•Jedburgh .... 1692 

Kelso 1836 



•Kilmarnock 

Kilsyth .... 1836 



Kinghom . . . 
•Kintore . . . 



. 161 1 



Authorities. 

Hist. MSS. Com. 1871, p. 206; 
Talbot, Case of Forfar; Constitu- 
tion, 123; Munic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl., 1835, p. 444. 

Constitution, 200 ; Sets, 48 ; Muni<!. 
Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, p. 451. 

Constitution, 215 ; Sets, 49; Misc., 

213. 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 

[pt ii.], pp. 64, 172. 
Constitution, 94. 
Hill, Merchants* House, 15; and 

below, p. 221, n. 4. 
Williamson, Old Greenock, 181. 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 

p. 68 ; Miller, Lamp of Lothian, 

486 ; Rec of Con v., iii. 381, 423, 

452. 
Constitution, 96. 
Ibid., 210; Sets, 52. 
Constitution, 121, 183; Sets, 36. 
Constitution, 181 ; Sets, 15 ; Munic. 

Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, p. 113. 
Constitution, 209 ; Davidson, In- 
verurie, 206. 
Robertson, Index, 95; Sets, 71; 

Constitution, 109, 185 ^ 
Sets, 63 ; MunicCorp. Com., Scotl., 

1836, pp. 133-135 ; Misc., 106. 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 

[pt. ii.], p. 97 ; Haig, Kelso, 100, 

loi. 
Groome, Gaz., iv. 376. 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 

[pt. ii.], p. io6« 

Constitution, 85. 

Groome, Gaz., iv. 41 1 ; Munic. Corp. 
Com., Scotl., 1836, p. 153. 



* The royal charter of 137 1 contains 
the following: — ^'quod burgenses de 
Irwyne teneant illnd boignm in libenun 
bargain, absque ezactione cajuscunqoe 
toUood, sen alterios cujoslibet servi- 



tutis; et quod gandebnnt Gylda, et 
omni Gylde libertate qua alii qnicunqne 
regni bnrgenses hactenns sont gavisi.* 
(Robertson, Index of Charters, 95.) 
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I ir&mfl. 


Dat«. 


AuthorlUes. 


1 Kirkcaldy . . . 


1644 ■ ■ ■ 


Constitution, 114; Sets, 60; Munic. 
Corp, Com., Scotl., 1836, p. 158; 
Misc., 176, 276 ; below, p. 213. 


'Kirkwall . . . 


17H . . . 


Consiilulion, 217; Sets, 55. 


•Lanark . . . 


1631 . . . 


Sets, 47 ; Munic. Corp. Com., Scoll., 
i636,p.i9o; Misc.,zo6; David- 
son, Lanark, 38-30. 


•Linlithgow . . 


i;og . . . 


Constitution, 171 ; Sets, 46 ; Munic. 
Corp. Com., Scotl, 1B36, p.3z8. 


•Lochmabin . . 


1613 . . . 


Constitution, 110; Sets, 75. 


Maybole . . . 


1589 . . - 


Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
[pt. ii.], p. 173. 


•Montrose. . . 


1373 . . . 


Hist. MS5. Com. 1871, p. ao6; 
Seta, 50 ; Documents on Reform, 
78-90; Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 
1836, p. 243; Misc., 178,387'. 


•Nairn .... 


1589 . . . 


Constitution, 100; Misc., agi. 


•Peebles , . . 


i6ai . . . 


Charters of Peebles. 85; Constiiu- 
lion, 196; Sets, 46'. 


•Penh .... 


M6S-I2M . 


Acta Pari. Scot., i. 86 [76] ; Munic. 
Corp. Com., Scoll., 1836, pp. 399, 
307, 310; Hunt, Perth Hammer- 
men, Inlrod.; Irving.Dumbarton- 
shire, i. 5 ; Documents on Reform, 
117; Marshall, Perth, 443-44$. 


•Renfrew .... 


1703 . . . 


Constitution, 88 ; Sets. 43. 


Roseheany . . 


16S1 . . . 


Munic. Corp. Com., Scoll., 1836, 
[pt.ii.].p.i48. 


•Rutherglen . . . 


1617 . . . 


Munic. Corp. Com., ScotL, 1836, pp. 
371,374; Ure, Rutherglen. 15,63. 




ne-cr . town 


integnis bondas victconiitsilus no^lri de 


KlTpUiM 




Pcblls lam rcgalilnlis quam tegalii . . . 


For pofiling Guild and ruling 








eitudem pro perpeiuo mercaiotum gild* 


Wirden, 


Anew. i. »«. 


E-udcndi, fruendi et posiidcndi, cum 


• In iGll Jamci VI granted ihe 
tmjgh of Peebles power ' freqnenlandi. 


gildamm curiis. concilio, merobri* et 




ami Iragiequt of mmhandia, emendi, 


liter et adto libere tituU per noi «ut 


trtniieendi. vcinlenrti 






cmDC S-BDus mcToiilianiin, tun pete- 




griMrnm qutm conM 




infra dlLtum teEniim tioslium licocie 


toloin infra libeiUteio 


ct leititofium ac 


conceisa lunL' . Chatters of Peeblet, 


1 juriMlictioneni ditti n 


OBtri burgi »ed 


BS-J J 


^^^ etlam infn omnti a 


^ 
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Name. Date. 

*St. Andrews. . . 1591 

*Sanquhar. ... 1598 

^Selkirk .... 1694 

^Stirling .... 1226 



Sumebaven . . . 1836 



*Stranraer . . . 
•Tain . . . . 



1617 
1671 



Thurso .... 1633 
♦Wick 1589 



Authorities. 

Register of Privy Counc, v. 61-65, 
vi. 276 ; Documents on Reform, 
115 ; Misc., 169-171, 282-286. 

Constitution, 94, 206; Sets, 74; 
Misc., 238. 

Brown, Selk., ii. 183-186; Con- 
stitution, 213 ; Sets, 46. 

Charters of S., 6-9, 143, 218-221 ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
pp. 403, 409; Gen. Hist, of S., 
56-67 ; Register of Privy Counc, 
iii. 216; Constitution, 169; Sets, 
21 ; Extracts from Records of S., 
passim; Misc., 167, 269. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
App., p. 94. 

Constitution, 97, 210; Sets, 70. 

Constitution, 122, 197; Sets, 58; 
Rec. of Conv., iv. 494. 

Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
[pt. ii.], p. 162. 

Constitution, 106, 215; Sets, 56; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
p. 433 ; Misc., 235, 274 '. 



§ 2. Early History, Berwick Statutes. 

Let us first glance at the history of the Gild in the period prior to 
the fifteenth century, a period in which the national records of 
Scotland furnish us with the principal data. According to a law of 
William the Lion (i 165-12 14), the merchants of the realm were to 
have their Gild Merchant with the liberty of buying and selling 
everywhere within the bounds of burghs ^ Merchant strangers 
were not to buy or sell outside of burghs, nor were they to cut 
doth and offer it for sale, nor sell anything else by retail, but only 
in gross, and that only within burgh and to the merchants of the 
burgh. Any merchant strangers found guilty of breaking this law 



^ In 169a there were 65 royal burghs 
in ScotiancU (Misc., xcvii.) Of these 
54 Appear in my list of Gild Towns. 

' ' Item, statnit quod mercatores regni 
habeant gildam soam mercatoiiam et 
ita gandeant in pace cum libeitate 



emendi et vendendi ubiqne infra limites 
libertatum bnrgomm/ etc. (Assise Regis 
Willielmi, c. 39. Acta Pari. Scot., i. 
585 [61] ; Innes, Anc. Laws, 60.) See 
also above, p. 197. 
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were to be arrested by the officers of the Gild and punished ', An 
ancient law, the date of which is not known, enacts that if a gilds- 
man fall into poverty, the brethren of the Gild shall help him by a 
donation from the common stock of the Gild, or make a collection 
for him ; and if he die, Ihey shall have him buried '. According lo 
a bw made by the Court of Four Burghs in 1405, no Templar was 
to buy or sell merchandise pertaining to tlie Gild, unless he were a 
Gild brother ". 

It is evident from these passages that in Scotbnd, as in England, 
the object of the Gild was the maintenance and regulation of the 
burgh's trade monopoly. Foreigners or strangers could not sell to 
each other'; they could not retail cloth or other wares'; nor 
purchase certain articles, above all, wool and hides '. If a merchant 
stranger brought merchandise to a burgh, he was obliged first to oflfer 
it for sale lo the dean of Gild or to the town council, and no other 
person was lo buy these wares for less than the price at which it was 
so oOTercd. If the dean of Gild bought it, he disposed of it to the 
members of the Gild, the profits flowing into the town treasury'. 



'Et s 



bcieoiii 



mtiahum reperiilat.capialui 
1 de gilda cl dcliaeitni ct 
puniitur Unquurn defensionem legiam 
conrHngms.' (Ibid., c. 41. Acta Put. 
Scot-, 1- 383 { Inncii, Anc. Laws, 61,) 

' ' lej hena Jt /ratri^Hi gildt.—SA 
ali<)UU de Ciatritius gilde de a cue tit 
[laupcr. fiBlres glide ipaum ndiuuenl de 
bonis gildr, 3Ut fkcianl cuUcclam per 
ville commuailglem vique viginti so- 
lidt», cl si obieiit ipsBoi venentbiliter 
bucDl sepeJiri.' See InncE, Anc. Laws, 
161 ; Acta I*arl. Scot., i. 719 [353]. 

* 'Item, <|uod Dullus Templarius de- 
bet sc inlroiuiitere com ■Uqniboi merci- 
monii»Tcl bodi* pertioealibui ad gildun 
emendo vel rendciidu infn 

t confTater Gildc.' 
(Ibid., i. 704 [340] 1 Innea. Anc. Laws, 
IS8.) 

' Charlcn of Dundee. 9. 

.m, ant pellet 
lanutai ad revendenduni, aut panaoi 
(ciDdal, ui(i loeril coafraler gilde Doitic' 
(Berwick Gild Suluie*. c 13. Acta 
Pail. Scot., i. 435 [93*]; Inoet, Ane. 
Laws, 74.; See «!»u Cluncrs of Dun- 




dee, 9; Hay, Arbtoalb, 309; Hill, 
Merchants' Honte. 114; Atta Piil. 
Scot,, i. 86, 87 [76. 7;] ; Eilracti froin 
Ed. Recorils, iS73-iS*9f f- »77- 

' Acta Patl. Scot., i, pp. 509. ni, 
537; Charters of Dundee, 9; Macklc, 
Dundee, 307, jo8 ; Coliloa, Gildry of 
Ed., 63: ExtiactK fium Ed. Record*, 
i»i8-i55T. P- 14a- 

' The following is from the iccoids 
of the Ayr Gild, a.d. 1418 : 'CurU 
gilde coram prepusito eE decano gitde 
. . . elect! fuerant v. persona* (ikj pro 
ntilitate gilde, v'lt. [five oamei follow). 
qui elecli eodem die ct ;urali luertutt od 
emendam omnia mertimonia iauantla 
poTlus maris ad coinodum gitde, et 
cqualiter (lebent parti ci pare line fraude' 
(Dickson, Gild Conn of Ajr, 115, 116}. 
See also Extracts fcom Ed. Records, 
I403-"S»8, pp. 4. 37: Skene, Royall- 
Burghs, 141-143 ; TbnmioQ. Dundee, 
»Si ; AcW Pari. Scot., ii. 373 ; Dum- 
bartoDBuixh Records, 141 Mlsc.,mT.; 
cf. aliovc, pp. lifi. 137, The deacon of 
a ctafl iiimcumcs made similar pur- 
chases for the cnftsmen (Bain, Ab. 
Guilds, j;3). 
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No inhabitants of a royal burgh could engage in foreign trade unless 
they were brethren of the Gild \ The bounds within which the 
Gild monopoly of a borough prevailed, were generally much more 
extensive than in England, often embracing a whole county or 
sheriffdom \ 

The public records of this period also show that gildsmen and 
burgesses were not synonymous terms. In the fourteenth cen- 
tury it was necessary that each burgh should present to the 
Chamberlain on his eyre all the names of the burgesses, 'the 
names of the Gild brethren by themselves and those of the other 
burgesses by themselves'.* A manuscript volume compiled early 
in the fourteenth century gives the oath of admission to burgess- 
ship, and then states that after the oath was taken by the new 
burgher he ought to kiss the provost and townsmen (* vicini '), in 
case he were a brother of the Gild*. It is evident from this pas- 
sage that there were burgesses who were not gildsmen. In the 
oldest portions of the ' Gild Buick ' of Edinburgh there are 
separate fees for admission to the gildship and the burgess-sh^p ^ 



* Bannennan, Guildry of Ab., 19; 
Chalmers, Diunfenn., i. 389, 390 ; Hay, 
Aibroath, 309 ; Mackenzie, Works, i. 
65 ; Monic Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, 
pp. 89, 90. 

' See above, p aoi, n. 3. 

' ' Item, petantur in scriptis omnia 
nomina bnrgensinm infra habitantium et 
extra, videlicet nomina fratmm gilde per 
se, et aliorum per se.* (Acta Pari. Scot., 
*• ^5 [331] ; Innes, Anc. Laws, 135.) 

* * Integrum juramentum burgensis 
it confratris glide, — Quod crit leel et 
feel domino Regi et communitati illius 
bnrgi in qno factus est burgensis. £t 
qnod dabit Regi Brmam fideliter pro 
terra quam defendit £t quod erit obe- 
diens in lidtis preposito et balliuis. 
Et quod celet archanum consilium 
communitatis. Et si dampnum eorum 
nonerit premuniet eis uel in hoc ponet 
lemedium si potent. £t quociens re- 
quisitus fuerit pro communi negocio 
fidele consilium et auxilium eis dabit 
pro posse suo. Et quod libertates, leges 
et coDsnetudines dicti burgi durante 
vita secundum posse suum manutencbit. 
— Et iacto hnjusmodi sacramento oscu- 

VOL. I. 



lari debet prepositum et vicinos si frater 
Gilde fuerit* (Acta Pari. Scot, i. 683 
[319]; Innes, 127.) 

^ Hist, sketch of Ed. Const, xx. 
For other illustrations of the distinction 
between gildsmen and burgesses, or gild 
and borough, see below, p. aia ; Ban- 
nermann, Guildry of Ab., 7, 15* I9> ai ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, Rep., 
11; Ewing, Guildry of Glasg., 8; Hill, 
Merchants* House, 6, 7. This distinc- 
tion continued to exist down to recent 
times. See Hill, Merchants' House, 
95 ; Maitland, Edinb., 234 ; Extracts 
from Ed. Records, 1403-15 28. p. 113; 
1 5 28-1 55 7, p. 148; Crawfurd, Trades' 
House, 303, 304 ; Sketch of Ed. Const., 
16; Hay, Arbroath, 307; Misc., 190; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, PP- ^S^ 
90. 181, 427. 451 : 1836, pp. 93, 113, 
130, 190. 328, 295, 383, 409; and below, 
p. 3 22. In 1583 the council of Edin- 
burgh expressly calls attention to the 
* distinctioun betuix ane gild brother 
and vthir singill buxgessis,* and also 
speaks of those who are * nather gild 
brether nor burgessis.* (Extracts from 
Ed. Records, 1573-15891 PP. 277, 278). 
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i-resident as well as 



There were in Scoiland, as i 
resident gildsmen '. 

To this period of Scotch history belong the important 'Statuta 
Gildae ' or the Gild Statutes of Berwick, which, though pre-eminently 
a Scotch town until the fourteenth century, has been taken by 
certain writers as the prototype for the early history of the Gild 
Merchant in England'. These Statutes of Berwick were evidently 
regarded as a model by the other Scotch burghs ; for they are found 
in old collections of ihe laws side by side with the ' Leges Burgorum,' 
and an ancient English translation calls them ' the slatutis of the 
gilde of Scotland '.' Moreover, town charters occasionally refer to 
the Berwick Gild as an exemplar '. 

Almost all writers who in recent years have emphasised the 
importance of these Gild laws, have followed the old and badly- 
edited versions of Skene or Houard, evidently not being aware of 
the existence of Cosmo Innes's scholarly edition in the Acts of the 
Parliament of Scotland (1844) and in the same author's Ancient 
Lajvs and Customs of the Bui^hs of Scotland (1868)'. Innes's 
edition differs very materially from the older ones. Not to speak of 
important variations in the wording of the text, it is evident that the 
Berwick Statutes are not, as the older versions would lead us to 
suppose, the result of local legislation extending over only a few 
months in the years 1183-1384'; but that they constitute several 
separate bodies of enactments made at long intervals extending from 
about 1349 'o 1294- 



See «l«o ibid., 173, 274 ; Rec of Conv., 
i 449, iii. 486; Rep. of L'om., 1S19, 
pp. 104. sSt, tt fail. 

' About the year 1431 there were 
eineieeo ' confralm gilde citr* at- 
nenles ' connected with tbe Gild of Ayr. 
(Didiion, Gild CoutI of Ayr, 119. 1 
Sec bUo Rec of Conv., i. 9H ; iLoic, 
p. 109, n. 3, and below, p. 240. 

' See tjelovr, p. i[}, n. :. 

'Act* Pul. Scot., i. 431 [Sg*]; 
Iddgi, Aac Laws, 64. 

' Chiiteii of Dundee, 9 ; Munic. 
Corp, Com,. ScDll., 1B35, p. 139. C(. 
Warden. Uurgh Laws. SS ; Miic, bdv. 

■ They are aim pntited in Culilon'i 
Guildiy of Kdinburgb, 91-1 14 : Hanard, 
Tiait^, li. 4Q7, rl itf. ; Wilda, Gilden- 
wcKD, App. : Tbierrjr, K^db, Piicet 
Jutllf. An old Engliih icriioa will be 




found in Scotl's Berwick, 465-469. 
Sec also English Gilds, 338-346 ; 
Mercwelher and Stepbeni, 563-567. 
The lexis commonlj cilcd are tboK of 
Hoiurd and Wilda. WiMa'i IcM it ■ 
carclcu reprint of llouiid'i. Tbe latter 
adopted uncrilically the readings In the 
Veleres Leges of Skene, whom Innes 
(Anc. Laws. p. xxi.^ calls * the most in- 
competent editor of a not unlearned age 
and counliy.' Iniici's text i> priulcd 
t>elow, pp. 117-140. 

' Most wrilcn speak as though tbeie 
sutulci were all made in 1183-1884. 
See, for example, English Cildi. pp. idx, 
346 ; Colston. Guildry of Edinb.. 30, 37 ; 
Wilda,Gilden»eaen, i£4 1 Walford.GUds, 
17, 30: Thierry, R^citl. Piices Joitif.; 
Ashley. Ecoti. Hist., 671 Drioni, Anoc, 
139; Von Mauier, SUdleverf., I. 168. 
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The preamble states that these Statutes (i.e. the first of them) 
were made by Robert de Bernham*, Simon Maunsell, and other 
good men of the burgh, in order that the many bodies congregated 
in this one place might be in unity and concord (*ut per multa 
corpora in uno loco congregata sequatur et unica voluntas/ etc.); 
so that no particular congregation of burgesses may encroach upon 
the liberty of the * general Gild* (*generalis Gilde'), break its 
statutes, or in the future take counsel against it. All particular 
gilds shall be dissolved, and their property shall be given to the new 
gild; no other gild shall hereafter be formed, but all are to be 
united in one firm fellowship and in one true friendship (*una 
societas firma et amicitia verissima ') ^. 

Sections 3-17 of the Berwick Statutes relate to legacies of the 
brethren, their attendance at funeral services, fines for improper con- 
duct, entrance-fees, relief to brethren in distress, etc. These fifteen 
articles probably constitute the earliest body of enactments made by 
the Gild. They deal exclusively with the affairs of the fraternity, 
not with those of the burgh at large. They may be old regulations 
of the Gild Merchant, made while it was a strictly private society, 
that is to say, before it became an integral and official part of the 
town government*. The next five statutes deal with lepers, the 
throwing of filth in the highway, the mode of pleading in the town 
courts, the compulsory possession of horses by burgesses, and the 
use of hand mills. Sections 23-34 treat of mercantile affairs, re- 
gulating the sale of wares, etc. Sections 35-38 have to do with the 
general government of the town ; and the last thirteen sections deal 
chiefly with the regulation of trade and industry. Sections 42-5 1 
were made in the years 1 281-1294. 

Doubtless the * general Gild ' formed by the union of the various 
fraternities at Berwick was a Gild Merchant. This is evident from 
the provision that only brethren of the Society were to buy the 
staple articles of the town or to sell cloth by retail \ 

Brentano and his followers rely upon these Statutes as their chief 
evidence in support of the theory that the germ of the municipal 
constitution both in Great Britain and on the Continent was an old 
Frith or Merchant Gild, which comprehended all the burgesses ; that, 
in the course of time, other gilds sprang up and, after a struggle with 

* Robert de Bcmham was mayor of ' Cf. the Southampton Statutes (voL 

Berwick in 1248-1249. (Acta Pari. ii. p. 231). 
Sect, L 44 [38] ; Scott, Berwick, 61.) * Above, p. 208. n. 5. 

«C. a. 
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the original Gild Merchant, united with the latter to form a single 
fraternity'. That there was a conflict among various gilds at Berwick 
before their union is quite probable ; but the rest of Brentano's 
hypothesis receives ven" little confirmation from these Statutes. 

The key-stone of his theory is the assumption that the Gild 
of Berwick constituted the whole municipal government, the terms 
gildsmen and burgesses being synonymous. A careful examination of 
the Berwick Statutes will show that this was not the case. The Gild 
administration and the town administration, though intimately con- 
nected, were evidently regarded as distinct conceptions, 'gilda' 
being applied with preference to the one, and ' burgus ' or 'com- 
munitas' to the other*. The alderman, dean, and ferthingmen 
presided over the Gild', the mayor and bailiffs presided over the 
borough as such '. Certain fines and forfeitures fell to the Gild, 
others to the bailiffs of the town'. Gildsmen and burgesses are 
distinguished even more clearly than ' gilda ' and ' burgus,' ' bur- 
gensis ' being used with preference when matters of general interest 
to townsmen rather than to merchants or gildsmen are spoken of. 
One enactment applying to all burghers (' quicunque burgensis ') 
concludes with the important reservation : 'this is to be understood 
of brethren of the Gild and not others ' (' et hoc intelligendum est 
de confratribus Glide et non de ahis')', which seems to imply that 
most or all gild-brethren were burgesses, but not vice vrrsa. The 
Gild would thus consist of the more privileged burgesses, and was 
doubtless a very influential body which could easily control the 
counsels of the borough. This aristocratic trail was, as I shall soon 
show, a characteristic of the Scotch Gild Merchant, in general, as 
distinguished from that of England. 

The later general history of the Scotch Gild Merchant enables us 




■ Enfilijh Gild., xdx., c ; Walford, 
Gilds, 17, )8. 70; Wioicr, 81 ; Gierlte, 
'- »*.1.34S i and above, p. 1 ;o. Cf.Wilda, 
CUdenwesea, JS4, 155. 

• CC. j-17, 37, j8, 34, tl fiaii. 
(' fratrc* Gildc." etc.) ; 3" . 34- 37f i». 4' 
(' •ill*,' ' lol» commnnitM rillc,' etc.). 

• CC. 6.7, 9, II, 13, 17, as. 39. 47- 

• ' Stataimiii . . . quod communia de 
Berwico gnbernconir per viEinti.qimiuo( 
prabot homlDci . . . nos cam majori el 
qiutnar pie|iotitis' (c. 37I. 'Slnluirous 

*or el pccpotiti eliganlur per 
considctaHcniein loclni com- 



mimitiitiB ' (c- 38). See alio cc. i, 10, 
J], 43. The mayor of the borough and 
the aldermnn or (he Gild conlioued to 
exist ai diitinct olIicerE down to leceot 
timet. See vol. it. p. 10 ; Scott, Bcrw., 
*57. »i9- 

» C. I. Sec alio c. 43 (• . . . teicU 
pan remanere debet BUUoii Bnrgi et 
lewduum ad Gildani '). 

• CC. 3-"r. »3. "51 cf. CC. ai, 35, 
39, 40, Nole alio inch expieuioni u 
'fratiF* Gildc el burgcnses vllle' (co. 

'C.41. 
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to understand the relations between the Gild and borough in the 
Berwick Statutes. It is certain that from the fifteenth to the 
nineteenth century the powers and functions of the Gildry were very 
extensive, covering a large part of the area of municipal government, 
but by no means the whole of it ; that the gildsmen were generally 
burgesses, but many burgesses were not gildsmen ; and that the 
gildsmen generally had a dominating influence in the administration 
of the burgh \ 

Whether the above interpretation of the * Statuta Gildae * is the 
correct one or not, I wish to protest earnestly against their being 
used as one of the chief sources for the history of the English Gild 
Merchant Like most other records of Scotch Gilds, they throw light 
upon the development in England as much by contrast as by analogy. 



§ 3. La/er History. Conflict with Crafts, 

Let us now pass to the second period of the history of the Scotch 
Gildry. The latter seems to have been from the outset a more 
aristocratic body than the Gild Merchant of England, the line of 
demarcation between merchants and craftsmen being much more 
sharply defined. The * Leges Burgorum ' of the twelfth century 
enact that no dyer, butcher, or cobbler should be admitted to the Gild, 
unless he abjure the exercise of his craft by his own hand, leaving it 
to his servants *. By § 30 of the Berwick Statutes * it is ordained 
that no butcher, as long as he chooses to practise his trade, buy wool 
or hides, unless he will abjure his axe and swear that he will not lay 
his hand upon beasts •.* At Aberdeen, Stirling, and Perth the fullers 
and weavers seem to have been excluded from the Gild Merchant 
as early as the thirteenth century *. Nothing, however, indicates that 



* See below, pp. 214-324; and the 
references given aboye, p. 209, n. 5. 

' < Nallas tinctor yel camifex vel sutor 
potest esse in gilda mercatoria nisi 
^inret facere offidum saom manu pro- 
pria sed per servientes suos sub se.' 
(L^;e8 Borgomm, c. 94. Acta Pari. 
Scot., i. 351 [39]; Innes, Anc. Laws, 
46. Cf. AcU Pari. Scot., i. 702 [338] ; 
Innea» 153.) The Ayr MS. (of the early 
part of the fourteenth century) adds 
' pucator * to the men of trades excluded 
from the Gild Merchant (Innes, Anc 
Laws, 46). 

* AcU Pari. Scot., i. 436 [94*] ; 



Innes, Anc. Laws, 78. For other re- 
gulations concerning the butchers, see 
Leges Burgonim. c. 64, 65, 67 ; Statuta 
Gilde, c. 44 ; Innes, 31-33, 84 ; Acta 
Pari., i. 345. 346, 437 [33, 34, 95*]. 

* Kennedy, Aberdeen, i. 11; Acta 
Pari. Scot., i. 86, 87 ; Charters of Stir- 
ling, 6-9 ; Irving, Dumbartonsh., i. 5 ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., 1836, 
App. 6. The charter granted by Wil- 
liam the Lion to Perth, about 1210, has 
the following : — * Concedo etiam bur- 
gensibns eisdcm meis de Perth ut habeant 
gildam suam mercatoriam exceptis fnl- 
lonibns et telariis. Prohibeo etiam fir- 
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craftsmen ns a class were excluded from either ihe Gild or burgess- 
ship ', though the crafts, as such, had no political power in the civic 
community. The merchant class was the dominant element in the 
government of most royal burghs. 

As the artisans became wealthier, more numerous, and more 
conscious of their strength, they felt that their crafts ought to have 
greater independence, and ought to be allowed to participate in the 
burghal government. Hence in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seven- 
teenth centuries a bitter struggle raged in many burghs between 
the tradesmen or crafts and the merchants or Gildry, the conflict 
reaching its height in the sixteenth century. The main question 
at issue in the fifteenth century was the right of the members of 
each craft to meet and choose their own chief officer or deacon — the 
sine gua noti of self-government. In 1424 an Act of Parliament 
gave them this privilege ; but it was afterwards repeatedly repealed 
and re-enacted'. After securing the right of convening and the 
election of deacons, the craftsmen aspired to obtain a share in the 
government of the burgh. Already in 1469 a national law was 
passed allowing one person from each craft to participate in the 
election of burghal officers '. The main cause of contention during 
the sixteenth century w-as the demand of the crafts to be represented 
in the town councils. Subordinate to this question, though of con- 
siderable importance, was the craftsmen's claim of the right lo deal 



dc Penh in vicccomitn de I'erlh facint 
pMinDin linctnm vcl mlitnm intra vice- 
comititum Ac Perth ate {aette racial 
preter buigmict inco» dc Perth qui tnnl 
in gitdt mcrcaloria et CDnimimicBDt ad 
BQxilia niea cum bntgcnfibiii lotvetida 
cxceptis iUiBquidehnc libcrtate cnrtam 
■nani hncnHjac habnctunt' (Ada Pari. 
Scot., I. 86). The charters of Alexin, 
der n (1114-1149) to AbcidecD and 
SHrilng contain slniilar climes It ii 
povjble Ibat in thete lowni, u In BcF' 
uricli (above, p. 109\ the weavers and 
ftlllers wen malnlf Flemings, who per- 
hap* had obtained charters from the 
King allowing them to form fmlcmiilei 
of Ibeir own. In the eigbteeath century 
the weavers and walkcri weic debarred 
from being mem ben of the civic Council 
of I'eith.thoDgh iwtlve other craftsmen 
sal in the latlenMisc, 165), Thecon- 




text of the cbartcis lo Perth. Aberilcen, 
and Stilling shows that Ihrrc were tome 
burgHKi of the Gild Merchant who 
were engaged in cloth-making. See 
also I^cs Borgomm, c 10: ' Nullm 
nisi burgensls potest emeie lanam ad 
tingendum nee pannnm faceic nee le- 
care' (Iniiea, Anc. I.nws. ii\ 

' According 10 c. 40 of the Berwidc 
Stwotts some skinners and giovers were 
bnrgcnts, while others were not .below, 
p. ijfi). Sec also the last i\ 
of the preceding note. 

■ See Acts ofParL, 1434,0. 17; 1427, 
c-4,3: 1491."^"!): "4')3.'!'4: *iiS' 
e. j6 (AcU Pari. Scot., ii. 8, 14, rj, 317. 
334, 497)' See alio the charten of 
Mary and Jamw VI (Bain. Ab. Cailds, 
7<l, i»'i : Warden, Dundee. 81-84 : 
Memorabilia of Perth, 3»J-33o ; Rec 
of Cont,, ii. 469-479). 

' Acta Pari, Scot,, ii. 95. 
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in merchandise (to import the materials for the manufacture of their 
wares, to buy goods for resale, etc.). This they had been forbidden 
to do by various Acts of Parliament*. There were several other 
minor points of controversy, varying in different towns, all caused 
by the efforts of the craftsmen to secure greater independence — 
more freedom of action in their relations to the town authorities 
and in the regulation of their own affairs. 

The conflict between the crafts and the Gildry was often settled 
by a royal * decreet arbitral,' or through the mediation of the Con- 
vention of Royal Burghs', the craftsmen in most towns being 
allowed a certain number of representatives in the burgh council. 
But it was not a victory such as the crafts on the Continent fre- 
quently gained in the fourteenth century ; for the Scotch merchants 
generally remained very much in the ascendancy in the burgh coun- 
cils ', and the magistrates were chosen exclusively from their ranks *. 



» 1466, c. 2 ; 1487, c. 13 ; 1503, c. 38 ; 
1639, /ojj.; i66i,c. 310 (Acta Pari. 
Scot., u. 86, 178, 245 ; V. 273, 275, 
277 ; vii. 284). C£ Extracts from £d. 
Records, 1403-1528, pp. 87, 88 ; Misc., 
187, 190, 191. Mary in 1556 and 
James VI in 1581 granted charters in 
fisvonr of the craftsmen of Scotland, 
alloiring them to deal in merchandise ; 
bvt tiiey do not peem to have been en- 
fiwced. (Rec. of Conv. of Burghs, ii. 
469-479 ; Bain, Ab. Guilds, 79, 80, 329 ; 
Warden, Burgh Laws, 82-84; Memo- 
rabilia of Perth, 323-330.) In 1793 it 
was decided by the courts of law that 
crafbmen might import all the materials 
of their respective trades and export 
wares of their own make; but they 
could not import manufactured goods. 
By another decision of 1823 they were 
allowed to import and sell goods manu- 
factured in England provided that these 
belonged to their own branch of in- 
dustry. All restrictions upon craftsmen 
were finally removed by the Statute of 
9 Vict. c. 17. (Munic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl., 1835, Rep. 77; Misc., Ixi.) 

' Misc., Ixxi., Ixxii., 209, 216, 240- 
a6o ; Rec. of Conv., i. 448-450, 460, 
iii. 61-65, no, 466, 467, et fass. ; and 
below, pp. 220, 223. 

' Hist Sketdi of Ed. Constit., xxxii. ; 
Extracts from Council Register of Ab., 



1570-1625, p. 138; Sets, 25, 61, 75, ef 
pass. ; Constit. of Burghs, 164-217. In 
1552 the Convention of Royal Burghs 
decreed that there should be two crafts- 
men and ten merchants on the council 
of each burgh. (Records of Conv., i 3 ; 
Misc., Ixvii.) In 1555 Parliament or- 
dered that no craftsman was to hold 
office within burgh excepting two of 
them who were to be chosen yearly on 
the civic council, and who were also to 
act as auditors of accounts. (Acta Pari., 
ii. 498.) In 1 68 1 Parliament increased 
the number of craftsmen on the council 
of Dumbarton from two to five * conform 
to the orders and customs of other royal 
burghs where Gildries are erected, who 
always have a considerable number of 
trades upon the council.* (Acta Pari., 
viii. 411.) In the eighteenth century 
there were generally from one to twelve 
craftsmen, and from ten to twenty-one 
merchants in the different burgh councils. 
In many places the number of mer- 
chants in the council was more than 
double that of the craftsmen. In some 
burghs the crafts were represented on 
the burgh council by their deacons. See 
the references at the beginning of this 
note; also Misc., 178, 196, 209, et pass, ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., Scotl., pass. ; and 
below, pp. 217-223. 

' According to various Acts of Par- 
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This conflict forms the most striking episode in the history of the 
Scotch, in contrast with the English, Gild ; hence I jiropose to treat 
the subject in detail, taking my illustrations chiefly from Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen, and Glasgow, 

The Gildry of Edinburgh is first mentioned in existing records in 
1403 '. It was evidently composed of the merchants, or better 
class of burgesses, who exercised a controlling influence in the 
administration of municipal affairs during the fifteenth century. In 
1518 the Gildry was re-organized by a charter from the burgh 
council. The ' Merchants fraternity and tiild brethren ' were granted 
an aisle lately built in the church of ' Sanct Gcill ' ; they were to 
choose a master of faculty and other officers, who were to 'haif 
power to put ordour to all maner of merchandice or siapill gudis 
pertenyng to the gildry,' and to punish al! those trespassing against 
the privileges of the brethren ; and ' to haif power to hold courtis 
quhiikis sail be callit courtis of Gildry.' Moreover, the fraternity 
was given power to make statutes ' for the common welfare of all 
merchants of this realm as well beyond the sea as on this side.' 
Deputies were to be appointed beyond sea to punish trespasses 
against the statutes of the fraternity. The Gild was given power to 
raise taxes. It was not to be considered lawful to make any person 
burgess or Gild brother without the consent of the master and 
his counsellors. The provost and baillies of the burgh on taking 
their oaths of oflSce were always to swear to maintain the privileges 
of the Merchant Gild or Gildry '. 

There can be no doubt that the council granted these extensive 
powers to the CJildry because the same class predominated in both 

liunent C'SOJ-c- '8, »$; i.-U,";. c. 35; 
iSSJ.c 161 i6og, c. 15; Acta Pari., ii. 
»44. »S'. 349. +98 ; iv. 435) only crafls- 
men could occupy the chief office* of (he 
bnrgh (provon, baillies, etc V Cf. below, 
pp. 117, 1)0; Mi«c.,lxri., 191, 196, 149, 
177; .McDowall, Duroffira, i.li, Tlje 
Convention of Royal Burghs in 1578 
cnaeted that only mcrchnsti could re- 
pre^nt a burgb in (he Coovcntion or 
in Puliameat. (Misc., Uviii,, Kccacdi 
of Con»., i. 75.) See also ibid., ii. 
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' ' Piima Gildi Capitalis post feitdm 
Boti Michaelis [eatn in Pretorio buigl 
Ac EdinbiiTgh, conuocitis coofratribos 
glide et CDuipaienlibus, 3 Octobris 




offidarii glide proul 
Bcquitnr.' The names of a ' pieposiins,' 
' decauQE gilde,' ' seiiaiidi glide,' sod 
other otiicers follow. (Extracts from 
Ed. Records, 1403-151S, p. I.) For 
the history of the EHbbnrgh Gild 
in gmeral, sec Coition, Gnildiy of 
Edinb. ; Hist. Sketch of Ed. Constila- 
tiun, xx.-lui. ; Extracts from Ed. Re- 
eatit.pau. : Proceedings of Ed.Gnildiy; 
Mailland, Ed,, 118-140; Muuic. Corp. 
Com., Scotl., i8j5, pp. 183, 318 i Wal- 
ford, Gilds, 39-43: Rep. of Com., 1819, 
pp. 37 -S3. 104-106, 161-144. 

' Rep. of Com., 1B19, p, 134; Ex- 
Iracta from Ed. Records, I403-I$l8, 
pp. 181-185, 
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bodies. The earliest reference to an attempt on the part of the 
crafts to secure from the merchants greater participation in the 
government of the town appears to be in 1508. In that year the 
craftsmen petitioned that they might be qualified to serve in the 
town offices, and that they might be represented in the burgh 
council by six or eight of their number. The answer which they 
received was that the council would make no such innovation in 
the government of Edinburgh without advice from king and parlia- 
ment *. 

By the middle of the sixteenth century the craftsmen had secured 
a foothold in the council, in which they were allowed to be repre- 
sented by two of their number*. But they continued to quarrel 
with the merchants on various matters'. The conflict reached its 
climax in 1582. On October 2nd of that year the crafts protested 
that it was illegal for the town assessors to vote for the chief civic 
officers. (These assessors had evidently voted in harmony with the 
merchants.) The protest of the crafts being disregarded, * ane gritt 
multitude of pepill of the craftis assemblit to the number of 200 
persones or thairby,' * the multitude ansuering with tumultuous wordis 
mening, as apperit, to seditioun . . . thairefter the said people eschit 
and brak in per force at the said counsalhous dur, invading and 
persewing the said bailleis and counsaille with contumelious and 
dispytfuU wordis.' At length, on October 13th, it was agreed that 
all matters in dispute should be adjusted by six arbiters. Their 
decision was rejected by the craftsmen, and James VI chosen as 
oversman. On April 22nd, 1583, he and the six arbiters issued 
a decree, which settled the controversy *. 

According to this * Decreet Arbitral * of 1583 *, the magistrates and 
town officers, such as provost, baillies, dean of Gild, and treasurer, 
were to come from the estate or calling of merchants. The council 



^ Extracts from Ed. Records, 1403- 
1538, p. 118. 

' Sketch of Ed. Constit., xxviii. ; Ex- 
tnu:ts from Ed. Records, 1557-157 1* 
pp.83, 133, 185. In 1553 the council 
consisted of ten merchants and two 
craftsmen. (Misc., Ixvii.) The crafts 
continued to be thus represented by only 
two of their number until 1583. 

' Extracts from Ed. Records, 1557- 

I57». PP- 52-5^> 90» 93» i5o» ^' A"^- ; 
i573-«589, PP- 33-34> 5i. 57-58, 85. 



* Extracts from Ed. Records, 1573- 
1589, pp. 350-365, 569-571. 

* The document is printed in Acta 
Pari. Scot., iii. 360-364 ; Sketch of Ed. 
Constit., 1-19; Documents on Reform, 
38-38; Extracts from Ed. Rec, 1573- 
1589, pp. 365-375; Misc., 161-164; 
Maitland, Ed., 339-335 ; also printed 
separately under the title, ' The Sett or 
Decreet Arbitral,' etc. Supplementary 
articles were added by the town council 
in June, 1583. (Extracts, 377-379.) 
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was to consist of ten merchants and eight craftsmen (six deacons 
and two other craftsmen), together with the seven principal town 
officers, namely, the provost, four baiUies, dean of Gild and treasurer. 
The mode of election of the town officers, the town council, and the 
deacons of the fourteen crafts is then carefully regulated. No unlawful 
meetings of merchants or craftsmen were to take place; but the 
dean of Gild could assemble his brethren and council in their 
Gild courts, and any one craft could convene for the transaction 
of lawful business. ' Item, toward the lang contrauersies for the 
gildrie, it is finallie with commoun consent appointit, aggreit and con- 
cludit that alsweill craftismen as merchandis salbe ressauit and 
admittid gild breiher', and the ane not to be refusit nor secludit 
thairfra mair nor the vther, thay being burgesses of the burgh als 
meit and qualifeit thairfoir : and that gild brodor to haif libertie to 
vse merchandice ; thair admissioun and tryell of thair qualificalioun 
lo be in the power and handis of the provost, baillies, thesaurare 
and counsel! with the deane of gild and his counsall, quhilk sail 
consist in equall nowmer of mcrchantis and craftismen gild brether, 
not exceding the nowmer of sex personis by [i.e. not reckoning] the 
deane of gild himself.' One of Edinburgh's representatives in Parlia- 
ment and in the Convention of Burghs is to be chosen by the 
provost and baillies from the craftsmen ; said [lerson is ' lo be ane 
burges and gild brother of the burgh.' The auditors of the town 
accounts are lo consist of an equal number of merchants and crafts- 
men. Further on it is stated that ' the merchantis and craftismen 
of this burgh ar now to be incorporat in ane societie and to make 
ane haill toun and commoun weill,' which reminds us somewhat of 
the wording in the preamble of the Berwick Statutes. 

But the contest between the merchants and craftsmen of Edinburgh 
did not end with the Decree Arbitral. In the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries disputes between the two bodies frequently 
broke out, the crafts seeking to secure more freedom in the election 
of their deacons, and to place greater power in the hands of the 
latter and of the head deacon or convener*. In 1719 the Earl of 
Islay was chosen arbitrator, and in 1730 issued his decree arbitral, 
which regulates various matters in dispute, defining the powers of 
ihe deacons of crafts, etc. '. He rect^nized the office of convener 

' In I.S77 tlie council refintd lo admit ' Sketch of Ed. Conslil., x«.-»«»i. 

cciuin craftuDcii to the Gitdry niilew * This decree i< prinled ia Sketch u( 

ibey conaented Id pn up ibni crani. Ed. Coiutii,, 10-16; Documenii on 

(£iUscu, 57, s8, 61.) Kefomi, 38-41 ; MaiilMd, Ed.. »3S. 
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as lawful. By-laws made by the crafts were to have no force unless 
ratified by the magistrates and council. 

In 1763 the crafts made a futile attempt to secure uncon- 
trolled power in the election of their deacons ^ Other conflicts 
took place between the merchants and craftsmen'; but the two 
Decreets spoken of above continued to form the basis of the 
municipal constitution of Edinburgh down to the reforms of the 
nineteenth century. 

The Gild Merchant of Aberdeen is mentioned as early as 1222 '. 
Violent conflicts between the merchants and the craftsmen broke 
out in the sixteenth century. One of the chief matters in dispute 
was the composition or dues charged when new members were 
admitted to a craft. The council claimed that these entrance 
fees interfered with the payment of dues demanded for admission to 
the freedom of the burgh. In 1579 a number of craftsmen Mrere 
arrested for taking such fees, and the burgh council ordained that 
the deacon of every craft shall present all persons desiring to be free 
of the said craft to the dean of Gild ; the deacons of crafts are 
to take no fees from such persons until after the dean of Gild has 
exacted what is due to the town authorities *. 

In 1 58 1 a controversy arose between the Gildry and crafts of 
Aberdeen concerning the latter's right to deal in merchandise. In 
that year the craftsmen secured a charter from James VI allowing 
them * to use and exerce all maner of merchandize within our said 
Realme, and outwith the same, as they shall think most expedient,' 



^ Sketch of Ed. Constit., xliii. 

• Ibid., xlvi., gt seq. — The Gildry or 
Gild Merchant is not to be confused 
with the Company of Merchants or 
Merchant Company of Edinburgh, which 
was established in 168 1, and is stiU in 
existence. According to its foundation 
charter, the Company was to include 
all the * merchants, sellers or importers 
of cloths, stuffs or other merchandise, 
for the apparel or wear of the bodies of 
men and women, Burgesses and Guild 
Brethren of the said burgh.' The 
charter also states that * none shall have 
liberty to exercise the trade of the 
Company within the City of Edinburgh 
or privileges thereof, unless they join 
tiie Company.* See Mackie, Merchant 
Company of Ed., 5, et seq. ; Acta Pari. 
Scot, is. 334; Munic. Corp. Com., 



Scotl., 1835, P- 320 > Colston, Guildry, 

79. 
' Bain, Aberdeen Guilds, 36; Acta 

Pari. Scotl., i. 87 ; Munic. Corp. Com., 

Scotl., 1836, App. 6 ; Kennedy, Ab., i. 

II. For the Gildry of Aberdeen in 

general, see Bain, pass,; Bannerman, 

Guildry of Ab. ; Kennedy, Aberd., i. 1 1, 

150-164 ; Report of Guildry of Ab. ; 

Constitution of Burghs, 135; Hist. MSS. 

Com., 1870, p. 123; Extracts from the 

Council Register./axx.; Colston, Guildry 

of Ed., 184-197; Constitution of Royal 

Burghs, 139-164; Rep. of Committee 

of Dean of Guild's Assessors ; Walker, 

Deans of Guild ; Misc., 166 ; Analecta 

Scotica, ii. 396-331; Spalding Club, 

Misc., V. 48-181 ; Rep. of Com., 1793, 

pp. 3-34. 

* Bain, Aberdeen Guilds, 76, 77. 
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notwithstanding the Act of Parliament of 1466. But the brethren 
of the Gild compelled the craftsmen to renounce the privileges 
granted in this charter '. 

These and other matters in dispute, especially the representation 
of the crafts in the burgh council, were settled in 1 587. This agree- 
ment, known as the Common Indenture, was made 'betwixt the 
saidis provest, bailleis. counsaiU and brethrene of gild on ye ane 
part, and ye saides craftsmen on ye other ' ; and was formally ratified 
upon the 6th day of August, 1587, Its aim was to end "all contests 
and debates betwixt the said brethren of gild and craflismen for 
avoiding of the said debates whilk has been amang them in time 
bygane.' The first ix>int settled in this agreement relates to the 
admission of craftsmen to the freedom of the town and of the various 
trades. Such persons were first to present themselves to the council 
to be made free burgesses of the burgh. Then they were to be 
admitted to their respective crafts. The composition or entrance 
fee for admission to any craft was fixed ; the deacons being ordered 
to hand over two-thirds of such monies to the dean of (lild for the 
common charges of the town. The craftsmen were not to ' meddle 
with na kind of foreane nor oversea wares." And as regards the 
holding of the principal town offices, ' we decern that na craftismen 
sail aspyre thereto unto the time that they be promotit to be 
bretheren of gild,' Two of them, however, were to be appointed 
auditors of the town accounts. Lastly, the Common Indenture 
permits craftsmen to buy and sell such articles as butter, sheep, raw 
cloth and cloth made in their own houses ; but they were not to 
deal in any staple goods, such as fish, hides, skin, and wool ; the 
handling of these ' sail properly appertain unto the merchants 
bretheren of gild allenarly V 

New disputes between the merchants and craftsmen of Aberdeen 
took place within a few years after this agreement. In 1595 a 
quarrel concerning the election of magistrates was referred to the 
Convention of Burghs. The btter decided that the two craftsmen 
of the old council and the two of the new together with the six 
deacons of crafts were to have a vote in the election of magistrates 
or town officers. The two representatives of the crafts in the town 
council generally voted as the convener court directed them ', The 



' B«in, AberdMn CniMi, 79, Bo. Roister, 1570 

' Ibid.. 81-84. 331-336. Conv,, i. 460. 

■ Ibid. , 85-88; EiUaLiifromCouiKil 
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convenery or convention of craft deacons came into being towards 
the close of the sixteenth century *. 

Contests between the Gildry and crafts continued to occur even 
in the present century*. But the Common Indenture of 1587, which 
was confirmed by royal charter in 161 7 and was ratified by Parlia- 
ment in 1633, remained the basis of the municipal constitution 
down to the Burgh Reform Act of 1833'. 

We do not meet with any mention of the Gildry of Glasgow * until 
the beginning of the seventeenth century ; it probably did not exist 
long before that period*. On November 8, 1604, the deacons of 
the fourteen incorporated trades or crafts assembled in one place, 
and 'the whole body of the merchant rank' in another, for the 
purpose of removing * the ill-blood, strife, and contention ' between 
the two bodies*. The deacons of crafts named a committee of 
twelve, and the merchants also appointed a committee of twelve, as 
commissioners 'to consult, reason, and conclude.' These twenty- 
four nominated four persons to arbitrate on the matters in dispute. 
The result was an agreement or decree arbitral, commonly called 
* The Letter of Guildry,' which was signed by the commissioners on 
February 6, 1605, and approved by the magistrates and council of 
Glasgow on February 9, 1605. It was agreed that 'there shall be, 
in all time coming, a dean of Gild and a deacon conveener.' The 



^ *A coDTener of deacons is first 
heard of when the crafts had to com- 
bine for their common interests against 
what they considered encroachments in 
their privileges by the merchant class 
of bfugesses.' (Bain, 43, 76.) Bain 
(pp. 44-46) gives a list of the dea;:on- 
conveners of Aberdeen from 1587 to 
1886. See also ibid., 133-143. 

• Ibid., 90-97. In a contest that 
took place in 1638 the crafts convened 
'with swords, pistoUis, and lang wa- 
pynnes.' (Extracts from Council Keg., 
1635-1643, pp. 135-137.) See also 
Records of Conv., i. 313-383; Misc., 
hud. ; Abredoniae Descriptio, 30. 

' Bain, 84, 90. 

* For the history of the Gildry of 
Glasgow, see Swing, View of Guildry 
of Glasgow ; Hill, View of Merchants' 
House; Crawford, Trades' House; 
Merchants* House, Regulations ; Camp- 
bell, Cordiners ; Gordon, Glasghu 



Fades ; Ejctracts relating to River 
Clyde ; Senex, Glasgow, L 1-31 ; Misc., 
171-174, 361-366, 386, 387; Extracts 
from Gl. Records, pass. ; Glasgow 
ArchaeoL Soc Trans., 1859, i. 39-37. 

' In 1583 it was enacted that a presi- 
dent of the merchants should be elected 
as in other buighs. (Extracts from Gl. 
1^» 1573-1643, p. 95.) This may 
refer to a dean of Gild. But the latter 
is not mentioned in the lists of town offi- 
cers (given in the Extracts from Glasgow 
Records) until 1605. In 1595- 1598 
the Convention of Royal Burghs tried 
to induce the magistrates of Glasgow 
to establish a Gildry ; but they refused 
to introduce such * ane grit noveltie.' 
(Records of Conv., i. 469, 479, 495 ; ii. 
37.) 

* For examples of such contests in 
the sixteenth century, see Extracts from 
Gl. Rec., 1573-1643, pp. 54, 96, I03. 
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dean of Gild shall always be a merchant, and shall be chosen yearly 
by the provost, baillics, council, and deacons. The dean of Gild's 
council shall be composed yearly of eight persons, four merchants 
'and four craftsmen and gild brether.' The powers of the dean 
of Gild's council are then carefully defined. All burgesses residing 
in the town and bearing its burdens shall be admitted to the Gild 
on payment of a mark to the dean ; ' and shall use all kind of 
handling and trade that is lawful during all the days of their life- 
time." A merchant must be worth 500 marks before he can be 
admitted to the Gildry, a craftsmen 250 marks. It shall not ho 
lawful for any one who is made burgess and Gild brother in the 
future, ' to lapp tar, oil, butter, ot to tapp eggs, green herring, pears, 
apples, com, candle, onions, kail, straw, bread (except bakers, who 
may sell bread at all licit times at their pleasure), milk, and such 
like small things, which is not agreeable to the honour of the calling 
of a Gild brother.' It shall not be lawful for ' a single burgess, who 
enters hereafter to be a burgess, and becomes not a Gild brother,' 
to sell silk, spices, drugs, stuffs above twenty shillings per ell, hemp, 
iron, wine, etc.; nor to buy by wholesale beef, herring, cloth, laliow, 
etc. It was also agreed that there should be a ' deacon conveener, 
who shall ever be of the rank of craftsmen.' He shall ' always be 
an ordinary counsellor of the town's great council.' ' He shall con- 
veen all the deacons of crafts and their assistants, at such limes as 
occasion shall require, and shall judge betwixt them, and any of 
them, in matters pertaining to the crafts and callings ; and shall 
make acts and statutes for good order among them, with the advice 
of the rest of the deacons and their assistants '.' 

The Glasgow Letter of Gildry was ratified by Parliament in 167a'. 
It remained the basis of the civic constitution down to 1S33, though 
some alterations were made in 1747 and 1754'. The Merchants' 
House or Gildry and the Trades' House or the aggregate of the 
fourteen incorporated crafts of Glasgow still exist. 

The contests between the merchants or Gildry and the crafts 



' Cniwfiird, Trades' Home, 46-4**, 
196-315; Hill, Mercbanti' Hoose, 30- 
n, aS-Jo; Ewing, Guildry, Ji-gi; 
Ctmpbcll. CordiiierB, App. In 1605 
there were 1:76 butgencs of Gluguw, 
113 of (hem being merchanli and 
363 cTBTismen. iCr«wfiird, 



I P*t1. Scot., Tiii. ] 



fold 83, 3i.i.3'6. 






* Hill, Merchants' House, 31, 13 ; 
F.wing, Cuildry, 13, 94-98. Some 
amendmeats of the Letter of Gildc^ 
were also made in 1613. (Eilracti 
fromGI. Rec, IS73 164 J. pp, 341.3430 
For tome conRlcIs between the craftt 
and merchants after i6of , Ke Ibid,, 158, 
38J-384J ibid,, 1630-1661, pp 3S3- 
3S5. *»7- 
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were not confined to Edinburgh, Aberdeen, and Glasgow. Other ex- 
amples are found in the history of Dundee^ Stirling', Perth', Dumbar- 
ton*, Brechin*, St. Andrews^ Inverness', Inverkeithing', Montrose', 
Banff ^^ Burntisland", Haddington", Kirkcaldy", Elgin ^ Culross", 
Lanark", Dunbar", Cupar", Kirkcudbright ", and Dunfermline '°. 



^ Disputes took place between the 
nine crafts and the Gildry of Dundee 
early in the sixteenth century. Their 
difierenoes were settled by a Decreet 
Arbitral in 1527. (Warden, Burgh 
Laws, 97-ioiy 240.) In the same 
century we find the crafts of Dundee 
united together into one body pro- 
bably for the purpose of making com- 
mon cause against the Gildry. (Ibid., 
343-249.) Warden gives many docu- 
ments illustrating the history of the 
Gildry of Dundee. There was a con- 
flict between the merchants and crafts- 
men of Dundee in 1604-5, because the 
latter wished to have four representatives 
in the burgh council instead of two. 
(Maxwell, Dundee, 353-368.) See also 
Rec. of Conv., ii. 583, iii. 397. 

' Register of Privy Council, iii. 3 16; 
General Hist of Stirling, 57-64. The 
main cause of dispute at Stirling was 
the claim of the merchants to exclode 
the seven incorporated trades or crafts 
from dealing in certain wares. ' A mis- 
understanding was produced between 
the merchants and crafts which lasted 
many years, and often broke out into 
quarrels between the individuals of the 
different communities . . . But, in 164 1, 
when the Town*s grand charter was 
obtained, the convenery court and the 
goildry got the privities formerly 
granted them ascertained, which from 
their high antiquity were indifferently 
understood, and not till then regularly 
defined.' (General Hist of Stirl., 58- 
60.) For some documents throwing 
light on this struggle at Stirling, see 
Misc., 369-373; Ejctracts from Rec. of 
Stirl., 138-145, 174-176. In 1636 the 
craftsmen asserted that * the maist part 
of the merchandis of the said burgh . . . 
has borne ane very great heatret and 
malice aganes the haill craftL»men of 



the said toun.' (Ibid., 174.) See also 
Rec. of Conv., ii. 459, iii. no, iii. 

' Memorabilia of P., 108-113, 333- 
326; Marshall, Perth, 438-434; Misc., 
164; Hunt, Hammermen, cvii.-cxv. ; 
Const, of Burghs, 166 ; Rec. of Conv., 
iii. 466, 467. 

• In 1 68 1 it was enacted that the 
crafts should have five representatives 
in the town council of Dumbarton 
instead of two. (Acta Pari. Scot., viii. 
411.) See also Misc., 303; Dumb. Re- 
cords, 89, 90. 

• Regbter of Privy Council, 1603, 
vi. 391 ; Black, Brechin, 47 ; Rec. of 
Conv., iii. 603-606. 

• Reg. of Priv. Council, 1593, v. 61- 
651 vi. 376, 277 ; Rec. of Conv., i. 46a 

^ Documents on Reform, 76-77 ; 
Colston, Guildry of Edinb., 36 ; Sets, 
15-19 ; Misc., 183-193 ; Rec of Conv., 

iv. 559-563, ▼• 3". 

• Documents on Reform, 76-77 ; 
Misc., 360. 

• Acta Pari. Scot., vii. 39 ; Rec. of 
Conv., iii. 489, 538. 

*• Rec. of Conv.. iv. 375-378 ; Munic. 
Corp. Com., Scotl., 1835, p. 113. 

" Ibid., 1835. P- ^o; Misc., 377; 
Rec. of Conv., iv. 18, v. 317. 

^' Misc., 1 75 ; Rec. of Conv., iii. 433. 

" Rec. of Conv., iii. 461-481, 517; 
Misc., 176, 376. 

^* Misc., 309; Dunbar, Soc. Life, 175, 
176; Rec. of Conv., iv. 396, 397. 

" Misc., 3 16; Beveridge, Culross, i. 
397 ; Rec. of Conv., iii. 464, 484, 485. 

** Davidson, Lanark, 30 ; Rec of 
Conv., iii. 481. 

*^ Miller, Dunbar, 350, 351. 

" Rec of Conv., iii. 406, 418. 

'• Ibid., iv. 406-408. 

*> Sets, 34-36 ; Misc , 340-360 ; Rec. 
of Conv., L 448, iii. 61, 553, 561. 
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!n fact, this struggle seems to have been coimtion to most of the 
principal burghs of Scotland in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries, Queen Mary's charter in favour of craftsmen, granted in 
1556, speaks of 'the dissensions, private and public hatreds and 
contentions of our merchants and craftsmen dwelling within our 
burghs'." 

Though the merchants continued to monopolize the chief muni- 
cipal offices and to retain a dominating influence in the town 
councils, the result of the struggle was, on the whole, favourable to 
the craftsmen. It gave them a representation in the burgh council ; 
in some burghs, it secured them as a class more freedom in buying 
and selling ; and it facilitated their admission to the Gildry '. 

The functions of the Gildry in this later period were very im- 
portant. It was the duty of the dean of Gild and his court to admit 
persons to the freedom of the town, to adjudicate in disputes 
between merchants and merchants or merchants and mariners', to 
guard against forestalling and infringements of the monopoly of 
buying and selling, to supervise the regulations relating to foreign 
shipping, to suggest measures for promoting the mercantile interests 
of the town, to receive the indentures of apprentices, to adjust dis- 
putes between neighbours in reference to boundaries of estates, 
encroachments of buildings, etc., to superintend the public works of 
the burgh as well as the erection of private buildings, the destruction 
of dangerous ruins, etc., and to see that the prices of wares fixed 
by the town council were maintained, and that the assize of weights 
and measures was duty kept'. This court of the dean of Gild 



' Bain, Aberdeen Gnildi, 75, 330; 
Memoiabilii of Terlh, 313-316 ; War- 
den, Bnrgh Liws, 8j, 83; R«, of 
Conv., il. 471. Cf. Exlncu from Ed. 
Kecordi, i J18-1557, p. 134. The char- 
ter granted bj James VI to craftsmen in 
tjBl containi words of ■ similar nature. 
(Kcc of Conv., ii. 478 ; Warden, 84.) 

' Though craftancD iccm to have 
been admilied lo the GMiy in Kdin- 
bnrgh and Glugow, it remained the 
rule in most burghs that s craCtunan 
hail to tenoDDce hii craft before lieing 
allowed lo enter (he Gildry, Thns the 
bnrgcSKs were divided into two wetl- 
defined cluaes, gildrymcn or merchants, 
and crafumcn, Sre the worics referred 
lu in the notes, abot-c, p. 113. 



jurisdiction of the 
Gildry WHS superseded by that of the 
Admiralty Court, /tmf, Charles II. 
(Acu Pari. Scot., 1681. c. 16.1 The 
jarisdiction of the Gildry in disputes 
between merchants and merchanti gnt- 
dualljr vanished in the sevcnleenlh and 
eighteenth ceniuries. (Ersliinc, Inst., 
Bk. i. Til. iv. S 14 ; Hill. MerchuU' 



Hoc 



■, 30.) 



the jurisdiction of the dean of 
Gild, sec Acta Pari. Scot., 1593, i». 30, 
c. 3B; also ibid., vii. 178. ix. 476, i 
151 ; Munic. Corp. Com., Scoil., 1835, 
PP- [.^1. A, '9. 9'- "05, " />"'■ ! '8)6, 
pp. 17, 158, 307. 398. e' f""-. Bl«k. 
Royal Burghs, jo. 31 ; Skene, RojalU 
Burghs, :40-i44; Eilracis from Coun- 
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exercised a jurisdiction distinct from that of the other municipal 
courts, to which it was in no wise subordinate. Its decisions could 
be revised only by the national Court of Session \ 



The history of the Scotch Gild Merchant or Gildry thus differs 
from that of England in two important points, namely, in the 
inimical relations between the crafts and the Gild, and in the con- 
tinuance of the Gildry as a separate but constituent part of the 
burghal administration down to the present day. Other differences 
worthy of note are the greater power and wider functions of the 
Gildry and its chief officer, the aggregation of crafts into a con- 
venery or trades' house, and their representation in the councils of 
a much larger number of towns. 

The Scotch Burgh Reform Act of 1833 regulated the relations of 
the Gildry and crafts to the town councils. No deans of Gild, 
deacons or representatives of crafts were henceforth to form * official 
and constituent members of the town councils.' The functions per- 
formed by a dean of Gild in the town council or in the dean of 
Gild court were henceforth to be performed by a member of the 
said council, elected by a majority of the councillors. But the 
dean of Gild in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Perth, 
and the deacon convener in Edinburgh and Glasgow were to remain 
constituent members of their respective town councils, and were to 
retain their old powers unchanged. The Gildries and crafts in all 
burghs were to continue to have the management of their own 
internal affairs '. 

The exclusive privilege of trading in Scotch burghs was abolished 
in 1846. An Act of Parliament passed in that year states that ' it 
shall be lawful for any person to carry on or deal in merchandize, 
and to carry on or exercise any trade or handicraft, in any burgh 
and elsewhere in Scotland, without being a burgess of such burgh, 
or a guild brother, or a member of any guild, craft, or incorporation '.' 

cil Reg. of Ab., 1625-1642, p. 48 ; Ex- broath, 309 ; Brown, Selk., ii. 183 ; 

tracts from Gl. Rcc, 1 573-1642, p. 338 ; Maxwell, Dundee, 597 ; Rec. of Conv., i. 

Chalmers, Dunferm., i. 399 ; Sketch of 12, 14, 304, 322; ii. 4 ; iii. 381,488. 

Ed. Const, xxiv, XXV ; Hill, Merchants' * McDouall, I^iws, ii. 582; Hill, 

House, 14, 29-32 ; Senex, Glasgow, Merch. House, 14. 

Lai; Crawfurd, Trades* House, 299 ; ' Statutes of the Realm, 3 & 4 Wm. 

Colston, Guildry, 18, 37, 115; Chal- IV, c. 76, §§ 19-23. 

mers, Book of Scot., 65, 66 ; Hay, Ar- ' Statutes, 9 & 10 Victoria, c. 17. 

VOL. I. Q 



226 Cbe 0ilii ^etdiant [app.d. 

But a dean of Gild and craft fraternities still exist in many Scotch 
burghs, though the Act of 1846 deprived them of most of their 
ancient functions '. The principal duty of the dean of Gild now is 
to supervise the erection of buildings, — to see that they do not 
encroach on private property or on the public streets ; and to cause 
houses in danger of falling to be torn down '. 

^ For the burghs in which a dean of seyen in Aberdeen, and seven in Stirling. 

Gild still exists, see aboye, p. 203. (Bain, Aberdeen Guilds, 36-30.) 

There are also crafts or trade incor- ' Goady and Smith, Local Gov., 3a ; 

porations in some boroughs ; there are Colston, Gnildry, 18 ; Hill, Merchants' 

twelve in Edinburgh, fourteen in Glas- House, 31. 
gow, nine in Dundee, eight in Perth, 



STATUTA GILDED 

HIC INCIPIUNT STATUTA GILDE APUD BERWICUM FACTA. 

In nomine Domini Dei et indiuidue Trinitatis et beate Marie 
Virginis et omnium sanctorum, Hec sunt Gilde burgensium statuta 
per dispositionem domini Roberti de Bemhame militis tunc maioris 
de Berwico, Symonis Maunsel et aliorum predicti Burgi proborum 
vironim primo et principaliter constituta, Vt per multa corpora in 
vno loco congregata sequatur et vnica voluntas et vna eorumdem 
in relacione vnius ad alterum firma et sincera dilectio, ne particu- 
lariter aliqui Burgensium nostrorum congregati in aliquo [loco] 
generalis Gilde libertatem uel statuta possint elidere aut noua con- 
silia contra Gildam banc possint concipere in futurum. 

I. 

PROHIBICIO NE ALIQUA ALIA GILDA PROCURETUR. 

Statuimus ut omnes particulares Gilde hactenus in Burgo nostro 
habite abrogentur et catalla eis rationabiliter et de jure debita huic 
Gilde exhibeantur. £t nullus amodo aliquam aliam ab ista in 
Burgo nostro presumat procurare. Set habito omnium membrorum 
ad vnum capud vno respectu vnum inde in bonis actibus proueniat 
consilium, vna societas fixma et amicitia verissima. 

11. 

DE FORISFACTIS SPECTANTIBUS AD GILDAM. 

Statuimus quod omnia forisfacta excedentia octo solidos nisi 
fuerint de tollonio Regis, juri uel libertati communi prepositorum 
spectantia, huic Gilde exhibeantur. 

* These Statutes are here reprinted 64-88. I have made some slight 
from Innes, Ancient Laws and Customs. changes in the punctuation. 

Q 2 
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III. 

QUOD FRATRES GILDE LEGENT ALIQUID AD GILDAM. 

Statuimus etiam ut fratres huius Gilde in dispositione testamen- 
torum tertio loco secundum quod eis libuerit de parte eos tangente 
huic Gilde delegent nisi ex necgligencia fuerit omissum ita quod 
aliquid legent. 

IV. 

DE ILLO QUI NON EST CONFRATER GILDE. 

Item si quis non fuerit confrater huius Gilde et in extremis suis 
aliquid de bonis suis eidem Gilde delegauerit recipimus eum in 
confratemitatem nostram et ad debita sua perquirenda et in aliis 
necessitatibus suis ac si esset confrater predicte Gilde eidem concilium 
nostrum et auxilium concedimus. 

V. 

DE DELICTO CONFRATRIS GILDE CONTRA CONFRATREM. 

Item Statuimus insuper quod si quis confratrum nostrorum verbo- 
teniis deliquerit, ad Gildam nostram adeundo uel morando ibidem 
seu inde redeundo, erga confratrem suum, primo, secundo, et tercio 
emendacionem faciat Gilde in xl. denariis. 

VI. 

ORDINACIO QUALITER TRANSGRESSOR PUNIATUR. 

Item si quarto deliquerit verbo uel facto, condempnetur et puniatur 
secundum arbitrium Aldirmanni, Ferthingmannorum, Decani et 
aliorum confratrum Gilde et secundum decretum eonundem satis- 
faciat leso. 

VII. 

ALIA ORDINACIO DE TRANSGRESSORIBUS. 

Item si quis confratrum nostrorum pugno alium percusserit 
emendet Gilde in dimidia marca et secundum arbitrium Aldirmanni 
[Decani et] aliorum confratrum satisfaciat leso. £t si quis con- 



App. D.] ciie ^tottb ^tm o^tttb^nt 229 

fratnim ab alio sanguinem extraxerit violenter emendet Gilde in 
XX. solidis, et secundum arbitrium Aldirmanni [Decani] et ceterorum 
confratrum leso satisfaciat secundum delicti quantitatem ; nee debet 
aliquid de emendis istis prece alicui relaxari. 

VIII. 

INHIBICIO CONTRA CONTUMELIOSUM. 

Statuimus insuper quod nullus contumeliosus audeat uel presumat 
infra limina Gilde nostre cultellum cum puncto portare, quod si 
fecerit emendet Gilde in xij. denariis. 

IX. 

DE SANGUINE EXTRACTO. 

Item si quis baculo aut armo ferreo ab alio sanguinem violenter 
extraxerit aut aliquod membrum mutilauerit secundum arbitrium 
Aldirmanni condempnetur. 

X. 

DE FORISFACTO PERTINENTE AD LUMEN GILDE. 

Item si quis minxerit super calciamenta sua in vili modo aut 
super parietes domus Gilde nostre durante Gilda nostra emendet 
in quatuor denariis ad lumen Gilde. 

XL 

ORDINACIO CONFRATRIS GILDE. 

Statuimus etiam ut nemo recipiatur in confraternitatem nostram 
huius Gilde nostre minus quam xl. solidis exceptis vero filiis et 
filiabus burgensium et confratrum Gilde nostre. 

XII. 

DE CONFRATRE IN DECREPITA ETATE VEL MORBO. 

Item si quis confratrum nostrorum Gilde nostre in decrepitam 
etatem uel paupertatem aut morbum incurabilem incident et de 
proprio non habuerit vnde possit sustineri, secundum disposicionem 
Aldirmanni et aliorum confratrum releuetur secundum facultates 
Gilde nostre. 
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DE FlUA CONFRATRIS GILDE. 

Item si quLS confraCrum nostronim Glide post obitum suum 
relinquat filiam suam ex eius vxore coniugata que sit laudabilis 
conuersationis et bone fame et non habens de proprio vnde sibi 
prouideri potent de viro vel de domo Religionis si caste viuere 
voluerit, secundum dispositionem Aldirnianni et aliorum proborum 
secundum facultales Glide de viro vel de domo Religionis sibi 
prouideatur. 

XIV. 

ORDINACIO SUPER EXEQUIAS PRATRIS GILDE IN PAUPERTATE. 

Item si confrater Gilde nostre moriatur et non habuerit de pro- 
prio unde exequias suas poterit celebrare confratres Gilde noslre 
de facultatibus eiusdem Gilde corpus defuncti honorabiliter faciant 
humari. Et si qui de confratribus Gilde in villa existentes ad 
humacionem confratris sui non venienl sint in forisfacto vnius belle 
ordeacei braset. 

XV. 

DE CONFRATRE CALUMPNIATO QUOMODO VICINI CUM tO 
LAB0RAB17NT. 

Item si quis confratrum nostrorum aut plures extra burgum de 
vita et membris fuerint calumpniaii uel vexati probi viri duo vel 
tres de Gilda laborabunt cum eo duas dietas recedendo super 
expensas Gilde ; si vero vltra duas dietas cum ipso laborauerint 
reus tunc propriis expensis suis eos cum ipso adducct et reducet. 
Similiter si necesse fuerit vlterius super expensis rei cum eo labora- 
bunt, Si per aliquem super aliquo facto iniuste vexatus fuerit. Si 
^■ero iuste vexatus reus adducet super propriis expensis confratres 
et secundum arbitrium Aldirmanni, etc. condempnabitur, 

XVI. 

DE VICINO MOLENTE LABORARE CUM VICING. 

Item statuimus quod si quis confratrum nostrorum banc confra- 
temitatem noslram contumacitcr neglcxerit nullus de confratribus 
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nostris ei consilium uel auxilium verbo vel facto infra Burgum uel 
extra ministrabit £t si etiam super vita et membris placitatus fuerit 
uel in aliquo honorem terrenum tangente vexatus fuerit non ei 
succurremus. 

XVII. 

ORDINACIO QUALITER VICINl AGGREGARI DEBENT. 

Statuimus etiam ut quocienscumque Aldirmannus et Ferthing- 
manni et ceteri probi congregare voluerint confratres ad negocia 
Gilde tractanda omnes confratres Gilde conveniant indilate audita 
campana super forisfactum xij. denariorum. 

XVIII. 

CONSTITUTIO DE LEPROSIS. 

Statuimus quod nullus leprosus ingrediatur limina portarum Burgi 
nostri, et si quis casualiter ingressus fuerit per seruientes Burgi nostri 
statim eiciatur. Et si contra banc prohibicionem nostram aliquis 
leprosus portas Burgi nostri consuetudinarie ingredi presumpserit, 
indumenta sua quibus indutus est capiantur et comburantur, et 
nudus eiciatur, quia de communi consilio prouisum ut eis colligantur 
elemosine ad eorum sustentacionem in loco competenti extra Burgum 
nostrum ; et hoc dico de leprosis alienigensis. 

XIX. 

ORDINACIO NE FIMUM PONATUR IN FORO NEC IN COMMUNI VIA. 

Statuimus ut nullus presumat uel audeat apponere fimum uel 
aliquod puluerulentum uel cineres in via communi uel in foro uel 
super ripam de Twede in dampnum et lesionem circumtransien- 
tium. Et si quis hoc fecerit condampnetur in octo solidis ad foris- 
factum. 

XX. 

ORDINACIO LOQUENDI IN CURIA. 

Statuimus quod in placitis nostris nullus loqui audeat de hoc quod 
tangat causam nisi tantummodo actor et reus aut eorum aduocati, 
Et tantummodo Balliui qui tenent curiam, et hoc ad inquisitionem 
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cause vtriusque partis. Set tani actor quam reus ad consilium suum 
vnumquemque indifferenter poterit cuocare. El si quis contra hanc 
prohibicionem nostram venire presutnpserit condempnetur in octo 
solidis. 

XXI. 

DE DURGENSl CARENTE EQUO- 

Statuimus insuper ut quicumque Burgensis hahuerit in caialla 
X- libras habeat in stabulo suo equum decentem ad minus de valore 
xl. solidorum. El si quis ab equo suo aliquo casu priuatus fuerit, 
morte, vendicione, donaciont, uel quocunque alio modo, equum 
perqutrat infra xl. dies ; sin autem condempnetur in octo solidis ad 
Gildam. 

XXII. 

ORDINACIO DE MOMS MANUAI.IUUS. 

Sialuimus quod nullus frumenium, mastilionem uel ciliginem ad 
molas manuales molere presumat nisi magna tempcstate cogente 
uel penuria molcndinorum hoc facientc, el si quis in tali casu 
moluerit ad molas manuales dabit pro multura xiij. vas. £t si quis 
banc prohibicionem nostram contraire presumpserit a molis manu- 
alibus priuetur imperpetuum et braseum suum niolet ad molendina 
ad xxiiij. vas. 

XXIII. 

DE LIBERTATE CONFRATRIS CILDE. 

Statuimus ut nullus emat coria, lanam aut pelles lanutas ad 
reuendendum aut pannos scindat nisi fuerit confrater Gilde nostre 
uel extraneus mercator ad sustentacioncm officii sui, et non habebit 
lolh negue cauil cum confratre nostro. 




Statuimus ut nullus sutor debet tannare aliqua coria nisi quoniro 
. et aures fuerint ciusdem longitudinis equalis. Et nullus 
tannator debcl salsare aliqua coria. 
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XXV. 

DE ALIENA PECUNIA NON MERCANDA. 

Statuimus ut si quis confrater noster accipiat denarios alicuius 
mercatoris alienigene ad negociandum et de hiis super forum certum 
lucrum capiat de sacco lane uel lasta coriorum aut de pellibus uel 
aliis mercimoniis, condempnetur primo et secundo in xl. solidis. 
Et si tertio super hoc conuictus fuerit amittet Gildam in perpetuum; 
Nisi Aldirmannus et confratres Gilde sibi gratiam concedere volu- 
erint 

XXVI. 

ORDINACIO SUPER EMPCIONE ALLECIUM ET PISCIUM. 

Item statuimus quod nullus emat allec [nee] pisces aliquos qui 
per nauim deferuntur ad villam antequam nauis iaceat super siccam 
terram et remus foris mittatur ; Nee aliqua alia mercimonia scilicet 
de blado, fabis, pisis, uel sale. Et si quis conuictus fuerit super 
hoc dabit vnum dolium vini ad Gildam pro forisfacto, aut per vnum 
annum et diem a villa euacuetur. 

XXVII. 

ORDINACIO QUOD NULLUS NEGET VICINO SUO PARTEM DE HIIS 

SUBSCRIPTIS. 

Item si quis emerit allec, sal, bladum, fabas, aut pisas ad naues uel 
aliquod de consimilibus mercimoniis non negabit vicino suo partem 
quantum voluerit emere ad cibum suum ad sustentacionem domus 
sue pro foro quod [i. e. quo] ille emerit. Sin autem condempnabitur 
in suo plenario forisfacto vnius dolii vini ad Gildam. Et similiter 
qui emerit plus quam ad cibum suum et vendiderit eadem pena 
puniatqr quia dixit se tantum ad cibum suum emere et super hoc 
partem petierit et optinuerit. Et quod quarta pars tocius rel empte 
semper remaneat emptori. Et quod soluat infra bordam cum 
optinuerit rem emptam. 

XXVIII. 

CONSTITUCIO DE ARRIS DATIS MERCATORI. 

Item si quis emerit allec uel alia predicta mercimonia et dederit 
denarium dei uel aliquod argentum in arris, pacabit mercatori a quo 
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predicta emerat secundum forum prius factum sine felling ue! iierle- 
breking ; cl si non fecerit et in hoc conuictus fuetit dabit vnum 
dolium vini ad Gildam, aut a villa per annum et diem euacuelur. 



CONSTITUCIO t 



MERCATL'RA BONA SUPER ET DETERIORA 

SUBQU.SM. 



Item siatuium est si contigerit quod emptor alicuius rei viderit 
aliquod mercimonium quod bonum sit supra et detenus subquam, 
emendare debeai venditor rei per visum et consideracionem pro- 
bonim hominum ad hoc assignatorum. 

XXX. 

[uE CARNIFICIBUS.] 

Item siatutum est quod nullus carnifex donee voluerit ofllicium 
exercere emai lanam aut coria nisi velit abiurare suam securim el 
quod manum suam bestiis non apponat. 



XXXI. 

QUOMODO BROCCARII ELIGI DEltENT. 

Statuimus quod Broccarii sint electi per visum communilatis villi; 
Berwici qui dabunt singulis annis vnum dolium vini communitati 
ville prcdicle ad festum sancti Michaelis sine vlteriori dilacione, Et 
nomina eorum per commune consilium inbre 



XXXII. 



CONSTITUCIO DE Rt( 



Sutuimus eliam quod nullus regracarius emat pisces, fenum, 
auenas, caseum uel aliquod aliud quod ad Burgum diReratur venden- 
dum ante pulsacionem campane in berfredo. Et si quis vero contra 
hanc prohibicionem nostram venire presumpserit, res empta capiatur 
et secundum considerationem Balhuorum nostrorum pau peri bus ville 
crogctur. 
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XXXIII. 

CONSTITUCIO DE MERCIMONIIS EMENDIS. 

Statuimus insuper quod nullus emat aliqua mercimonia que ad 
Burgum difTerantur ad vendendum super pontem de Twede neque in 
Bnggate neque extra portas ville antequam ad forum Burgi perueniat. 
£t si quis super hoc conuictus fuerit rem emptam amittet et com- 
modum illius ad Gildam nostram vertatur. 



XXXIV. 

CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE LANA ET CORIO VENIENTIBUS AD 

VILLAM. 

Item statuimus quod nulla mulier virum habens emat lanam in 
vico, nee aliquis burgensis habeat tantummodo vnum garcionem ad 
lanam uel coria emenda. £t si quis irrationabiliter emat lanam uel 
coria vltra statutum mercatorium in deteriorationem communitatis 
ville, dicta lana vel coria capiantur et ad commodum Gilde ver- 
tantur, et dictus homo uel garcio sit in forisfacto viij. solidorum. 



XXXV. 

CONSTITUCIO QUOD NULLUS PROCURET FORINSECUM PRO EO 
PLACITARE CONTRA VICINUM SUUM. 

Item ordinamus et stricte percipimus quod nullus comburgensis 
noster procuret aliquem forinsecum extra libertatem nostram manen- 
tem ad placitandum pro ipso contra aliquem vicinum suum super 
plenariam forisfacturam vnius dolii vini sine fauore vel prece 
leuandi. 

XXXVI. 

CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE CONSPIRATORIBUS. 

Item statuimus si aliquis facial conspirationem aliquam retro com- 
munitatem ad eam separandam vel spergendam et super hoc con- 
uictus fuerit dabit vnum dolium vini ad forisfactum. 



^ 
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XXXVII. 

CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE GU[IERNACIONl£ COMMUNITATIS BKRWICI. 

Staluimus insuper per commune consilium quod communia de 
Berwico gubernentur per xxiiij. probos homines de nielioribus et 
discretion bus ac fidedignioribus eiusdem Burgi ad hoc electos 
vna cum maiori et quatuor prepositis. Et quandocunque predict! 
xxiiij. homines fuerint citaii ad commune negociura tangendum, qui 
non venerii ad citacionem sibi factam uUra noctem dabit duos sohdos 
ad Gildam. 

XXXVIIl. 



CONSTITUCEO UK 



E MAIORIS KT PKEPOSITORU.M. 



Item statuimus quod maior el prepositi ehgentur per visum et 
consideracionem tocius communitatis. Et si aliqua controuersia 
fuerit in electione maioris uel prepositoruni fiat tunc eleciio eorum 
per sacramenta xxiiij. proborum hominum predicti Burgi electorum 
ad eligendum vnam personam ad dictam communitaiem regendam. 



DE CONSILIO OSTENSO CONTRA SACK AMENTUM. 

Statuimus insuper si aliquis Burgensis contra sacramentum suum 
prestituiii consilium uel secreta Gilde nostre ostendere presumpseril 
prima vice secundum considerationem Aldirmanni et aliorum fide- 
dignorum Gilde nostre puniatur. Si vero secunda vice in tali casu 
deliqueril libertatem Burgi nostri per annum et diem amittet. £t si 
tercia vice super talia conuictus fuerit libertatem Burgi amiltet pro 
tcrmino vite sue. Et sciendum est vltra quod infra illud Buigum 
nee in aliquo alio infra regnum amplius libertatem gaudere de iure 
non potent, quia tnfamis reputatur. 



XL. 



■ alius Bui 



ET PtLLIPARlIS DE PELLIBUS 



Statuimus quud nullus pelliparius aut cyrotecarius aut aliquis 
alius Burgensis facial tanam de aliquibus peliibus a festo Pentecostis 
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vsque ad festum Sancti Michaelis set vendat pelles quales fuerint 
secundum quod melius poterit. £t si aliquis pelliparius uel qrrote- 
carius super contrarium conuictus fuerit ab officio suo per vnum 
annum et diem depriuetur. £t si aliquis Burgensis contrarium fecerit 
et super hoc conuictus fuerit quociens esset dabit vnum dolium vini 
ad Gildam. 

XLL 

CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE ALLECIBUS ET DE MODO EMPCIONIS 

EGRUMDEM. 

Item statuimus ut quicunque Burgensis emerit allec omnes vicini 
sui quicunque presentes fuerint ad empcionem dictorum allecium 
habebunt pro eodem precio quo ipse emit sine aliqua fraude. Et si 
quis voluerit partem habere qui ad empcionem dictorum allecium 
presens non fuerat dabit emptori ad lucrum xij. denarios. £t si 
quis conuictus fuerit de contrario dabit vnum dolium vini ad 
Gildam. Et si quis non satisfecerit venditori dictorum allecium de 
solucione pecunie sibi debite et super hoc conuictus fuerit, similiter 
ipse dabit vnum dolium vini ad Gildam. Et hoc intelligendum est 
de confratribus Gilde et non de aliis. 

XLII. 

A.D. MCCLXXXI. 
CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE TRACTAGIO VINI. 

Item statutum fuit die Mercurii proxima ante festum sancti 
Marci Anno domini m^cc© iiij»» primo quod quilibet Burgensis 
dabit plenum tractagium pro quolibet dolio vini quod ponit in 
tabemam et quod ponit in nauem et extra. Pro dolio remouendo de 
vno sellario ad alterum dabit duos denarios et obolum, videlicet 
vnum denarium ville et denarium et obolum pro Beriuagio. Et pro 
uno dolio ad potum suum dabit denarium pro Beriuagio. 

XLIII. 

DE AUENIS VENIENTIBUS BURGO VENDENDIS. 

Item statutum fuit in Ecclesia sancti Nicholai in crastino sancti 
Cuthberti proximo sequente anno supradicto quod nulla mulier emat 
in foro auenas ad faciendum braseum ad vendendum plusquam vnam 
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celdran). Et si plus emerit aniittet quantum emerit. £[ sciendum 
est quod tercia pars reraanere debet Baliiuis Burgi el residuum 
ad Gildam. 



CONSTITUCIO f 



A.D. MCCLXXXni. 



: CARNIFICIBUS AMMALIA EMENTIBl 



Item statutum fuit die Mercurii in vigilia apostolorum Symonis et 
Jude Anno mcclxxxiii. quod nulliis carnifex a festo sancti Martini 
vsque ad Natale debet ire extra villam ad obuiandum bcstiis venien- 
tibus ad villain vendendis nee aliquo die infra dictum tempus bestias 
emere in foro ante ])randium nee in fraude procurabit sibi bestias 
vsque post prandium teneri. Et si quis vero contrarium fecerit ab 
officio suo per annum et diem exponatur. 



- CONSTITUCIO DE C0810 TANNATO. 

Item statuimus quod nullus extraneus ferens coria tannata ad 
vendendum vendat ea infra domum set in foro communi et hoc 
tantum per diem fori statutum. Et licet coria fuerint cesa in frustra 
dabit toUoneum. 

XLVI. 

CONSTITUCIO DE MOLIS MANUALIBUS. 

Item nullus habeat nisi duo paria molarum et qui plura habuerint 
a molis suis per vnum annum et diem priuentur. 



A.D. MCCLXXXIV. 

CONSTITUCIO DE CONCRET.ACIONE COMMUNITATIS PRO COMMUNI 
NKGOCIO. 

Item ordinatum fuit die Sabbati proximo post feslum sancle 
Trinitatis anno Domini m"cc" octogesimo quarto quod quandocunque 
Aldirmannus et Ferthingmanni propter commune negocium trnctan- 
dum votuerint confratres Gilde congregari, campana per vices pulsata 
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in berfredo scilicet primo, secundo, et tercio, debet per interualla 
pulsari. Et quicunque confrater Gilde hoc audierit et ad locum con- 
gregationis possit accedere et noluerit uenire antequam a pulsacione 
cessatur, sit in misericordia xij. denariorum. 



XLVIII. 

CONSTITUCIO DE LOTH ET CAUYL. 

Item die Jouis proximo ante festum beati Mathei apostoli Anno 
domini mocc<>iiij*» iiij^o ordinatum fuit quod nullus confrater Gilde 
nostre debet habere lotte neque cauyl cum alio in minori quam 
dimidio quarterio pellium et dimidia dacni coriorum et in duabus 
petris lane. 

XLIX. 

A.D. MCCXCIV. 
DE EMPCIONE FABARUM ET PISARUM VEL SIMILIUM AD NAUES. 

Prima curia tenta die Jouis ante festum Penthecostes anno Domini 
m^cc9 nonogesimo quarto in aula fratrum ordinis sancte Trinitatis 
statutum et ordinatum per vnanimem concensum et assensum ex- 
pressum et voluntarium omnium fratrum Gilde quod nullus emat ali- 
quod genus bladi, fabarum, pisarum, salis, carbonum, seu cetera 
venalia apud Berwicum venientia per mare nisi sit ante bordam 
nauis videlicet af the Rade bra^ nee portet dicta bona empta de naue 
ante ortum solis set ab ortu vsque ad declinacionem solis fiat porta- 
gium sine requie. Et si quis huius rei contrarium fecerit et super hoc 
conuictus fuerit dabit vnum dolium vini fratribus Gilde. 



L. 

DE AMERCIAMENTIS LEUANDIS CONFRATRIBUS GILDE. 

Item ordinatum fuit eodem die per assensum et consensum 
omnium fratrum Gilde in aula predicta in crastino sancti Mathei 
anno supradicto, Quod omnia merciamenta capta ab extraneis mer- 
catoribus pertinere debent fratribus Gilde et Burgensibus ville ex- 
ceptis illis que pertinent ad dominum Regem que sibi de iure sunt 
reseruata. 
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LI. 

CONSTITUCIO FACTA DE BURGENSE FORISHABITANTE. 

Item eodem die ordinatum est ex assensu et consensu predictonim 
confratrum Gilde quod nuUus Burgensis vel confrater Gilde nostre 
forishabitans audeat nee presumat aliqua mercimonia ad Gildam 
nostram pertinentia infra Burgum nostrum emere vel vendere nisi 
tantum in die fori. Et quod nullus forishabitans emat aliqua 
victualia ad Burgum nostrum per naues venientia ad tabernanda nisi 
tantum ad sustentacionem domus sue. Et si quis contrarium fecerit 
et super hoc conuictus fuerit dabit vnum dolium vini ad Gildam 
nostram. 



APPENDIX E. 



The Affiliation of Medieval Boroughs \ 

Modern society is pre-eminently distinguished from that of the 
middle ages by a less intense and less pervasive spirit of association. 
The weakness of central authority, the imperfect administration of 
justice, rendered amalgamation of interests imperative. *Were I 
alone, in no society, then woe me ! ' sang the Dutch poet of the 
fourteenth century — 

<Mi es goet gheselscap bi, 
Waer ic allene, soo wee mi*.' 

Men were more to each other or less to each other than they are 
to-day, according as they were constituent parts of the same or 
different fraternal aggregations. Nor were these aggregations con- 
fined to a given place or community; members of various com- 
munities, the different communities themselves', formed combi- 
nations. Social isolation, in the middle ages, when it does appear, 
is often more apparent than real. The knight in his solitary castle 
was but one of a larger fraternity; the mendicant monk on his 
lonely pilgrimages greeted many a brother monk ; the towns, isolated 
from the rest of the world by lofty walls and almost impassable 
roads, were united by a tie closer and more organic than any that 
binds together such communities in our age of rapid transit and 
great commercial activity. This peculiar affiliation of medieval 
towns as it existed on the Continent has been incidentally dwelt 
upon by various writers, but the English phase of it has never yet 
been investigated. 

' This paper appeared in the Anti- * For example, Pappenheim (Schutz- 

qoary, 1885, yol. xi. I now reprint it gilden, 184) describes a federation of 

with many additions. eighteen Danish gilds which held gene- 

' Van der Lore cited by De Vigne, ral synods at Skanor in the thirteenth 

Recherches snr les Gildes, Introd., p. ix. century. 
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g 1. Grtal Brilain. 
When the ancient mark, became surcharged with inhabitants, the 
newly-married sons, bidding farewell lo the old home, went forth 
into the forest, appropriated a portion of the virgin soil strewn in 
profusion about them, and reared for themselves new habitations '. 
Even in recent times Russian peasants have resorted to a very 
similar expedient*. In both cases the new village maintained a 
close connection with the older community, adopting its institutions, 
appealing to it for counsel and support. The aftiliation of English 
"boroughs in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries was 
similar to this, but with one important difference, — the mother town 
was generally a parent by adoption, and not by birth. WTien a 
prosperous village or a newly-founded town wished to secure the 
franchises of a free borough ', or when a borough sought an exten- 
sion of its liberties, it was natural for the community to look for 
a model among its more privileged and nourishing neighbours. 
The innate tendency of the human mind lo turn to account the 
eicperiences of others would have been a sufficient motive for such 
action ; but the need of a reliable precedent of this kind was 
especially felt in an age when even the magistrates of most towns 
were unskilled in law, and when king and baron were ever ready lo 
nullify chartered rights, the one by a quibbling 'quo warranto,' the 
other by evasions and encroachments. Among the boroughs that 



' The newly - founded Tillages oflm 
remained dependent upon the molher 
commimity. For the whole subject, 
■ee Von Maurcr, Einleil., 175-iSl, and 
Ceach. der Markenverf., 19-]], 361, 

' Systems of Land Tenure (Cobden 
Clubt, 355 ; CDnntDcham, English 
Commerce, 53. In North America, 
lilcewiK, oHshooti of the colonial 
lowniwcre fonned by emigialion, Foi 
example. Newark, New Jereey, was 
founded by emigrant! chiefly from New 
Haven in 1666 (Uvermore, New Haven, 
113-110). -The most incient lown- 
polity of New Haven touched the soil 
of N*w Jcraey, and imparted to the city 
of Newark the tirst cnirents of its ma- 
DidiMl life' (ibid., lao). 

' In the agreement between the City 
of London and the Lords of Council, 



1609, it is staled that the towns founded 
in Ulster shall have such libcnies as 
shall be thought lit on view of the 
charters of London, the Cinque Ports, 
Newcastle, and Dublin. (Cox. Hiber- 
nia, ii, 16.) When the English con- 
qaeicd Ireland and ^Vales, most of the 






e lemodelled, Bristol 



and Hereford lespectively being the 
chief eiemplais. See below, p. J57. 
Id 34 Edward I a writ ' de civibos ell- 
gendis pio quadam nova villa ordi- 
nanda ' was issued to Iwenty-three of 
the principnl botooghs of EogUnd. 
Elach of them was to elect two citiiena, 
' qui melius sciant qoandam norani 
Tillsm disponere et onllnarc,' who were 
lo meet the king at Bury St. Edmunds. 
(Addil. MS., Mus. Brit., 4530, IT. 4-6.) 



Sec also Merewelher 1 



1 Stephens, 
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could be thus chosen as models, there was great diversity of custom 
and law ; for as yet there were very few a.cts of parliament applicable 
to all boroughs, and no municipal 'corpus juris' of England like 
the ' leges burgorum ' of Scotland. 

The toKTismen having selected a borough as an exemplar offered 
a fine to their lord in return for a grant of Us privileges. Thus, in 
1199, Gloucester gave the king two hundred marks that it might 
have the liberties of Winchester ; in 1204 Derby offered sixty marks 
for a charter like that of Nottingham '. If the petitioners found a 
favourable hearing, they received a charter containing some such 
clause as the following: — 'Sciatis nos concessisse . . . burgensibus 
nostris de Derby omnes ilias liberas consuetudines quas burgenses 
nostri de Nottingham habent,' etc." In this particular case the 
customs ('consuetudines'), or at least the more important ones, are 
specified in the charier ; but they are frequently omitted. Some- 
times they are enumerated without any intimation that ihey are 
those of another town. For example, the charter of 1 199, for which 
the burgesses of Gloucester paid the fine referred to above, is in great 
part an exact transcript of the charter of Richard I to Winchester, 
though it does not mention this city'. Thus the phenomenon of 
affiliation will often explain certain remarkable resemblances existing 
between charters of different boroughs '. A town could have two 
or more models at the same time, or could change from one to 
another ". Now and then we meet with a general grant of ' the 
liberties of any borough,' or ' the hberties that a free borough ought 
to have",' by which was doubtless meant a vague aggregate of 
privileges common to most free boroughs '. Not infrequently a 



' Rot.deOblmii, 17,113. Forother 
eiamples, see ibid,, 99, III ; Midoi, 
Eich., L iijS ; and below, p. 145, n. i. 
John Gray, Bishop of Norwicb, selected 
*n excmplaT foi his totra of Lynn : — 
' Quia Dominui Rex oobis per cartam 
snam concessit ut elegcrimus Boigitm \a 
Anglin (juemcnmqae vellemus, ot eas- 
dem Libertalet qnai Burgas ille balwl, 
biberet etiun villa nostra de Lmn', et 
DOS eligimus Oienfordiam.' (Mack- 
crell. King's Lynn, 14S ; Parkin, King's 
L., 118.) 

* A.D. U04. Rot. Chart., Ij8. 

' Ibid., s6 ; Stubbi, CbaHers, J65. 

' Examples will be found in Surlce>, 



Durham, i. 397 ; Bimd, Newc, ii. 
130 ; Foedera, i. 63. 76 ; Oliver, 
Exeter, 179; Gribble, Bamstaple. 374; 
Rot. Chart.. 56, 119; Siubbs, Charter*. 
265 1 Serer, Charters of Bristol, 5, 6 ; 
Acta Patl. Scot., i. 86, 87 [76, 77]. 

' Plac. do qno War., 384. 

* ' Omnes illas Utiertales et libeiat 
consnetudines qnas aliqais liber butgui 
Anglic habet.' iChartei to Stafford, 7 
John, in Addit. MS., M<is.Brit., 6, 711, 
fol. 7J.1 See also Rol. Chart., 157; 
Picton, Memorials, i. 10 ; Mnnlc. Corp, 
Com. 1835, p. 8131 Metew. and Ste- 
phens, 413, 

' Cf, above, pp, ;, 6. 
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daughter town itself became an exemplar for others, these in turn 
serving as precedents for a fourth group. Sometimes only particular 
institutions or customs of the mother town were granted, as, for 
example, her markets, fairs, gilds, or courts, etc. Illustrations of all 
these peculiarities will be found in the following table, which, 
however incomplete it may be, will reveal at a glance that burghal 
atEliation was a familiar and characteristic feature of English munici- 
palities in the middle ages ' : — 



Borough. 

AberdecD, 



AboTftwith. 
AfaingdoD 



Altrincharo . 

Aodover . 
Appleby . 
Ariiroatb . 

Athboy . 

Aihenry . 
Atblone . 



Mother Town. Date. 

. Perth uaa . . . 

. Montgotneiy 1377 . , . 

■ISSSi,™ : : :i -3 !•.«■«■ 

, "Stanord 51 Edw. Ill 

Nf wcaslle-upon-Tyae . . Hen. II . , 

. Macclesfield 1190 . . . 

i 'WirchcBler ) 

. ] 'WiKon [ Hen. 11 , , 

( •Salisbury I 

. Vorit Hen. II . . 

. •Brechin '7'fi ■ ■ ■ 

■Dablio 1407 . . ■ 



I Wexford . 

(■Dublin . 
Cimarron 
CariMfoit 



Bamfttd Canle . Kichmoud [Stephen] 



' The dales in Ihe Ihiii] coli 
to Ibe rarlieit charter or other lource 
known lo Ihe writer in which the athli- 
I mectioned. Tbe aiteriik in 



lefcr dicata thai n 



Kennedy, Aberdeen, 
i. 11; Acta P»rl. 
Scot., i. [77] 87. 
Pladudeq.W.,817. 
J Brady, Treatise (cd, 
I '7771. S»- 
Fetyt MS,, i. Jjg. 
Tate, AInw., i. 96, 

ii. App. 
Leycesler, Aniiq, 



303. 






Plac. deq. W„ 79*; 

Rot. Chan., 41. 
Misc. 379. i9o;Rec 

of Conv,, ». 374. 
Meiew. and Stepbeni, 

810; Cal. of Pat. 

and CloK Rolli, 

ii. m- 
Munic Corp. Com., 
Irel., p. J87, 

Ibid., lis. 

Rec. ofCaem., 174. 

Cat.orPatandClMC 

Rolli. Ui. 364. 
Lil>eT Mimenim, 8. 
Munic. Corp. Com,, 

-Scoil. 1835. p. 99. 
Spearman, 51; Snr- 

leei, IT. 71, 



App. E.] ci)e affiliation of ^edieinal iBotougti^. 245 



Borooch. Mother Town. Date. 

Barnstaple . . London Hen. II . 



Bath . . 
Beaomaris 
Bedford . 

Beverley . 

Bideford . 
Bossiney . 

Bofton. . 

Bradninch 

Brecknock 
Bristol. . 

Bnilth . . 
Bnrford' . 

Borford' . 

Burntisland 

Caergwrle* 

Caerwys . 

Cambridge 
Canterbnry 

Cardiff . 



Cardigan . 



! London 1256 . . 

Winchester 1189 . . 

*HeTeford 1396 . . 

London 19 Rich. II 

Oxford 1 189 . . 

J*York 1119-35 • 

• ( ♦London [Edw. I] . 

Bristol John . . 

Lannceston Hen. Ill . 

. ♦Winchester Hen. VIII 

. Exeter 10 John . 

. Hereford 4 Edw. I . 

. London 1356 . . 

. Hereford 1378 . . 

. ♦Oxford 1087-1 107 

■\SL: : : : : :|["«5] • 

Dunfermline 1583 . . 

5 Flint ) „^, 

• JRhuddlan \ '^^i • • 

{ Conway ) , ^^^ 

•iRhnddlan ( "^o . • 

Gloucester isoo . . 

♦London Hen. II . 



Hereford 



• • 



Carmarthen 1284 . . 

Newborough 1388 . . 



♦Bristol 1349 . . 

Cariesfort . . Jamestown i6a8 . . 

Carlisle . . . ♦Newcastle-upon-Tyne . 11 Hen. IV 



Aathoritiea. 

. Gribble, Bamst., 371, 

374- 
Falconer, Charters, 

3>4- 
. Vol. ii. p. 351. 

Rec. of Caem., 160. 

. Schedule of Records, 

. Plac. de q. W., 1 7 *. 

, Vol. ii. pp. 31-12. 
Liber Cust., 131. 

. Watkins, Bidef., la. 

. Willis, Notitia, iL 

54a. 
Rec Office, Conf. 
Roll3Eliz.,m. 37. 

. Rep. Rec. Com. 1 837, 

p. 434- 
. Lewis, Wales, i. 100. 

Seyer, Charters, 23, 
37; vol. ii. p. 354. 

. Vol. ii. p. 356. 

. Vol. ii. pp. 38, 39; 
Fisher, Burf., 5. 

J Eyton, Shrop., iv. 

• I 318. 

. Rec of Conv., i. 165. 

SMunic Corp. Com. 
1880, p. 755. 

I Ibid. 1835, P- 3609; 

• ( vol. ii. p. 357. 

. Rot de Oblat., 99. 
Merew. and Stephens, 

335- 
Duncumb, Heref., i. 
338. 
. Plac de q. W., 830 ; 
Aylofife, Cal., 94. 
Merew. and Stephens, 

778. 
. Vol. ii. p. 359. 

. Cal. of Pat. and Close 
Rolls, iii. 433. 

. Petyt MS., ii. 50, 

51. 



' 'Bnrgenses de Bedford reddunt com- 
potum de xl. marcis, pro carta Regis 
habenda, ut sint in Ubertate Burgen- 
sium de Oxineford.* (Madox, Exch., 
i. 398, 13 Hen. II.) See also Munic 



Corp. Com. 1835, P* ^103. 
' Oxfordshire. 
' Salop. 
* L e. Hope. 
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Borough. 
Cannartben . 
Carnarvon 
Carrickfergns 

Cashel . . . 



Cbe ^im ^ercbant 



I 



Mother Town. 
Hereford .... 



Date. 



J ^London 1764 . 



Denbigh . . 

Derby . . . 

Devizes . . 

Dinglecoshe 
Dingwall. . 



• A 



♦Hereford 1284 . . 

i*Sligo 1622 . . 
Drogheda 1568 . . 



\ Bristol 1216 . . 

• I Clonmel 1378 . . 

Cherter . . . j ^f °° • • ; ; ; :j.303 . . 



Chesterfield . 
Clitheroe . . 



Clonmel . . 

Conway . . 

Cork . . . 

Coventry . . 
Criccieth . 



. Nottingham 1213 . . 

. Chester ["47]' • 



>»37a • • • 



!*Kilkenny 
♦Wexford 
♦Ross 
♦Youghal 

. ♦Hereford 1284 . . . 

/ Bristol Hen. II 

♦Dublin 1609 . . . 

♦London 1318 . . . 

. Lincoln Hen. II . . 

. ♦Hereford 1284 • • • 

/♦Rhuddlan 1379 • • • 

' J Hereford 

. Nottingham 1204 . . . 

! Marlborough Edw. Ill . . 

Oxford, Winchester . . 45 Edw. Ill . 

. Drogheda 1585 . . . 



Inverness 



1227 



• • • 



Drogheda . . Dublin 1229 . . . 



Drokedale . . Bristol 5 Rich. I . . 



[app. k. 

Authorities. 

Dnncomb, Heref., i. 

339- 
Manic. Corp. Com. 

1835, P- 203- 

Rec. of Caem., 185. 

Liber Monenim, 3. 
Ibid., 2 ; Manic. 
Corp. Com., Irel., 

745- 
Ibid., 461. 
Chartae Hibem., 75. 

iBaines, Lane, and 
Chesh., i. 645. 

Rot. Chart, 195. 

Harland, Mamec., 
187. 

S Manic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 479; Chartae 
Hib., 66. 






Rec. of Caem., 164. 

Casack, Cork, 158. 
. Manic. Corp. Com., 

Irel., 28. 
. Chartae Hib., 50; 

Liber Man., 7. 

. Dagdale, Warwick., 
«37. 
Rec. of Caem., 197 ; 
Lewis, Wales, i. 
267. 

. Williams, Denb., 

119. 
Dancomb, HereH, i. 

336. 
. Rot Chart, 138 ^ 

. Waylen, Devizes, 

158. 
Lansdowne MSS., 
230, fol. 3. 

. Cal. of Pat and Close 
Rolb, ii. 105. 

Constit. of Burghs, 
99 ; New Stat. Ac- 
coant, xiv. 219 ; 
Manic. Corp.Com. , 
Scotl.,i835,p.i89. 

Gilbert, Doc, 94; 
Chartae Hib., ao, 

63. 
. Rec. Office, Pat Roll 
14 Edw. lU, p. a, 
m. 36. 



^ Ct Madox, Exch., I 407 ; Rot de Obi., 223. 
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Borooch; 

Dublin . . 
Dumbarton . 



Dnndalk 



Dundee 



DungWTUi 
Dunstable 

Durham . 
Ellesmere 
Exeter. . 
Fayersham 

Fethard . 

Flint . . 
Folkestone 

Frandieville 
Galway . 



Mother Town. Date. 

Bristol 1171 . . 

Edinburgh laai . . 



♦Dublin 1379 



/Berwick 1337 . . . 

I Melrose 1817 . . . 

I Bristol 1215 .. . 

♦Dublin 1610 . . . 

. London Hen. I . . 

Newcastle>upon*Tyne . . Hen. H . . 

. Bristol Hen. Ill . . 

London Hen. II . . 

. Sandwich 37 Hen. VIII 

. Kilkenny 1553 . . . 

. Rhuddlan 1278 . . . 

. ♦Dover Stephen . . 

( Wilton, Alresford . . . ) 

.< [1^85 . . . 
( Famham, Taunton . . . ) 

IDrogheda 1395 ) 

♦Bristol 1484 J • • 

Waterford ao Elk . . 



Aathoritieft. 
. Chartae Hib., i K 

Glasgow Arch. Soc., 
Trans., i. 339 ; 
Sets, 45; Misc., 
303. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 891 ; Cal. of 
Pat. and Close 
Rolls, iii. 185. 

Charters of Dundee, 

10. 
Rep. of Committee 

of Dundee, i, 3. 

. Rot. Chart., an. 
Munic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 63,64; Liber 
Mun., 40. 

. Dunno*s Originals, 
Pt. V. 6-8 ; Monast 
Anglic., vi. 339. 

Hutchinson, Dur- 
ham, ii. 2, 

Owen and Blakeway, 
i. 89. 

. Oliver, Exeter, 379; 
liber Cust., 667. 

. Rec. Office, Con£ 
Roll. I Edw. VI. 
p. 4, m. 7. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 501. 

. Rot. Pari., i. i •. 

. Boys, Sandw., 816. 

iPetyt MS., i. 223; 
Munic.C0rp.C019., 
1835. p. 793- 

. j Liber Munerum, 17. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
IreL,3i7, 318*. 



^ 'Henricus rex Anglic . . . salutem. 
Sdatis me dedisse et concessisse et pre- 
sent! carta confirmasse hominibus meis 
die Bristowa civitatem de Duvelina ad 
inhabitandam. Quare volo et firmiter 
precipio ut ipsi eam inhabitent et tene- 
ant illam de me et de heredibus meis 
bene et in pace, libere et quiete, integre 
et plenarie et honorifice cum omnibus 
libertatibus et liberis consuetudinibus qnas 
homines de Bristowa habent apud Bris- 
towam et per totam terram meam. Teste,* 



etc. (Chartae Hibemiae, i.) Cf.ibid., la; 
Gilbert, Doc., 54 ; Hunt, Bristol, a3, a4 ; 
vol. ii. pp. 59, 370. In 1363 Dublin was 
also granted all the liberties of Water- 
ford, Cork, and Drogheda (Chartae Hib., 
61). 

' ' Item Burgenses ejusdem loci habent 
easdem libertates quas habent Burgenses 
Rodelan.' (Rot Pari, i., i.) 

' Cf. Hardiman, Galway, App., xviii., 
xxvi. 
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Boroach. 

KilmadeDjrn 

Kilmallock . 
Kilmeadan . 



Kingston-upon- 
Tmunes 



Mother Town. 
Bristol 



Date. 



1351 



IZ^^l: : : : :!'s«4 . • 

Bristol Hen. HI . 

I ♦Guildford 1256 . . 

SCork 1334 . . 

Yonghal 1587 . . 

Kiricby Johannis Skynboigh 33 Edw. I 

Lampeter. . . Cardigan Edw. Ill . 



(Bristol [1188]. 



Lancaster. 

Laugharoe 
Leeds . . 

Leighlln, Old 
Lichfield . 
Lidford . 

Limerick . 

Lincoln . 
Liskeard . 
Llanfyllin 






London 1199 . . 

(Northampton .... 1199 . . 

Carmarthen [1300]- • 

Pontefract iao8 . . 

Bristol [1201] . . 

♦Bristol 10 Hen. Ill 

♦Exeter 1086 . . 

Dublin 1199 . . 

♦Bristol 129a . . 

. London 1194 . . 

5 Launceston \ ,^ ^ 

•iHelston | "40 . . 

. Hereford Edw. II . 



Llantrissaint . . Cardiff 1346 . . 



Londonderry 



Longford . . 



( ♦Youghal 1621 . . 

j ♦Dublin 1684 . . 



• • • I • 



^♦Banagher 
♦Hillsborough . . . . J 9 Car. II . 
♦Lanesborough . . . 



Aathorities. 
. Caulfield, Rot. Clon. , 

17. 
(Cal. of Pat. and Close 

• j Rolls, ii. 85. 

. Cal.Doc.iIrel.,1292, 
No. 1179. 

. Vol. ii. p. 91. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 

IrcL, 75. 
Liber Munerum, 7*. 

. Petyt MS., L 242- 

345- 
. Bristol Council- 
House, Little Red 
Book, fol. 204. 

Harland, Mam., 195 ; 
PUc.deq.W.,384'. 
Harland, Mam., 197. 
Rot. Chart, a6. 

Spurrell, Carm., 33'. 

. Whitakcr, Leeds, 7 ; 
Wardell, App. iv. 

. Ryan, Carlow, 59. 

Abbrev. Plac, loa. 

Below, p. 359. 

. Chartae Hib., 36 ; 

MunicCorp.Com., 

Irel., 344. 
. Ibid., 345; vol. ii. 

p. 59- 
. Foedera, i. 5a *. 

J Vol. ii. p. 108; Al- 

• j len, Lisk., 537. 

Powysland Club, iii. 
92. 

Archaeol. Journal, 
xxix. 351. 

Colby, Londond., 41 ; 

Liber Mun., 37. 
Colby, 47 ; Liber 

Mun., 37. 

) Munic. Corp. Com., 
I Irel., 1347. 



' See also Cal. of Pat. and Close Rolls, 
ii. 180. 

' 'Johannes Comes Moretonii omni- 
bus frands et anglicis salutera. Sciatis 
me concesiisse et hac presenti carta mea 
confirmasse Burgensibus meis Lancastrie 
omnes libertates quas Burgensibus Bris- 



toUie concessi,* etc. (Addit. MS., Mus. 
Brit., 4531, fol. 82.) 

' See also Archael. Camb., ix. 100 ; 
Munic. Corp. Com., 1835, P* ^87. 

* See also Rot. Chart., 5 ; Maitland, 
Sel. Pleas, 39. 
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Borough. Mother Towxi. Date. 

Lndlow . . . ^Bristol 1461 . . 



Lydd . . 

Lyme Regis 

Lynn . . 
Maidstone 
Manchester 



Marlborough 
Maxyborough 



Hastings Hen. H . 



1284 . 



iMelcombe Regb . . 
London 

i Oxford iao4 * * 
Norwich Edw. II . 

Canterbury 1548 . . 



. Salfoxd. 



S Winchester .... 
^Boston V iao4 
♦Oxford 

♦Dundalk 159a 



Melcombe Regis London ia8o 



Minehead . . *London i Eliz. 

Montgomery . Hereford 1237 . 



Montrose . . . Perth 



David I 



Naas . 

Neath. 



■\:^t. : : : : :!'596 

. Cardiff 1359 



Netherwere. • | El"!* ! ! ! ! i ! j 7 Edw. I 
Nevin .... Newborongh Edw. Ill 

Newborongh *Rhnddlan 1303 . 



Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne 

Newton* . . 

Newtown * . 



I Winchester iai6 . 

. London 14 Edw. I 

. Hereford [Hen. VI] 



Northampton . London 1189 . . 



Norwich . . . London Hen. I 



Authoarlties. 
. . Petyt MS., ii. 181. 
. . Manic. Corp. Com., 
1835, p. 1013. 

iHntchins, Dorset, ii. 
41. 

. . Rot. Chart, 138. 
. . Year Book, Edw. II, 
fol. 103. 

. . Merew. and Stephens, 
1163-64. 

. . Thompson, Essay, 
189. 

. . Rot Chart, 155. 

. . CaLofPatandClose 
Rolls, ii. aaa. 

. . Hntchins, Dorset, ii. 
449; Rep. MSS. 
Com., 1876, p. 

575. 
. Merew. and Stephens, 
I a 39. 

. EjTton, Shrop., xi. 

. Mnnic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl.,i836.p.a37. 

(CaLofPatandClose 
• j Rolls, ii. 371, 37a. 

Francis, Neath Char- 
ters, 3. 

. Petyt MS, ii.a4i-a». 

Manic Corp. Com., 
1837-38, p. 99- 

Rec. of Caem., 178 ; 
Ryley, Plac, 405. 

5 Vol. U. p. 183; Rot 
' j Chart., 319. 

. Petyt MS., 1. a 35. 

Powysland Clnb, xii. 
loi-ioa. 

. Hartshome, North., 
35,36; Rot. Chart., 

45- 
Thompson, Essay, 
ii4;Foedera,i.63; 
Blome6eld, iii. 33, 
139-131 ; Merew. 
and Stephens, 389. 



» C£ Cal. Rot Pat. 367 ; Rec. Office, Pat Roll 6 Hen. V, m. ao. 
' Dorset. * Montgomery. 
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Boronsh. Mother Town. Date. Authorities. 

NottiDgham . . *Coyentry i Hen. IV . . Manic Coq>. Com., 

J835» P- 1986- 

Oswestry. . . Shrewsbury Rich. I . . . Eyton,Shrop.,z.3a5; 

Madox, Firma B., 

350- 
Overton . . . "^Rhaddlan ai £dw. I . . Madox, Firma B., 39. 

Oxford . . . London Hen. H . . . Stnbbs, Charters, 

167; Liber Cost., 
67a; vol. ii. p. 
386. 

! Dunfermline . . . . ) ( Munic. Corp. Com., 

Newburgh [ 1488 . . . . ] Scotl.,i836,Pt ii. 
Arbroath ) l P- 1^8. 

Petersfield . . Winchester [Hen. H] . . Vol. ii. 387 ; Case of 

P., aoa ; Merew. 
and Stephens, 308. 

Plymouth . . Oxford 1440 .... Jewitt, Plym., 250; 

Rec. Office, Conf. 
RoU a Hen. VII, 
p. i,m. ao; Devon 
Assoc, xvi. 744. 

Plympton. . . Exeter 1241 .... Brady, Treatise, 46 ; 

Cotton, Plympton, 

4- 
/Grimsby 1194 .... Boothroyd, Pontef., 

Pootefiract . < Stamford a Rich. Ill . . Rep!*^MSS. Com., 

\ 1881, p. 371. 

Poole .... Southampton .... 1433 .... Patent Roll, i Edw. 

IV, p. 3, m. ao; 
Merew. and Ste- 
phens, I 339-^3 ; 
Sydenham, 101 ; 
Hutchins,i. 73,73. 

!Winchi«t«- ) i Rot.Chart., 77 ; Foe- 

O^ord I "^'^ . . . . < dent, i. 63; Liber 

!*London 1635 .... Abram, Memor., 41, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Hen. II . . . Vol. ii. p. 194 ^. 

Pwllheli . . . Newborough 1355 .... Munic. Corp. Com., 

1837-8, pp. 115, 
116. 

Rathcoole . . Bristol Hen. Ill . . . Chaiue Hib., 33 ; 

Gale,Inquiry,App. 
p. X. 

Rathmore . . Bristol [? Hen. Ill] . . Gale, Inquiry, App. 

p. XX. 

Ravenspnme . Scarborough a6-a7 Edw. I . Madox, Exch., i.4a3. 

Reddiff . . . Bristol 1164 .... Hunt, Bristol, 39; 

Nidiolls and Tay- 
lor, i. 91. 

*■ See also Madox, Exch., i. 398 ; Dobson and Harland, 7. 
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Borough. 
Rhaddlan 

Romney . 
Rosbercon 

RosSi New 

Ruthin 

Rayton 

Rye . . 

St. Alban's 

Salisbury . 
Scarborough 



€bt ^ifB e^tttlmt 



Mother Town. 



Bristol . 
Hereford 



Hastings . 
Kilkenny . 

/ Kilkenny ) 
Banna > 

i Wexford ) 
Waterford 



Tenby 



Bristol . . 
Shrewsbury 

^Hastings. 

^London . 



. Winchester 



. York 



Date. 
1086 . . 

1305 . . 
1300 . . 

1389 . • 
1414 . • 

'507 • • 

1309 . . 

1191 . . 
16 Car. n 

1300 . . 

Hen. II . 



Seaford . . . Hastings 

Shrewsbury. . | ^^^^ 

Sligo .... Youghal 
Sodbury . . . Bristol . 



1543 



1 199 

1305 . . 

1631 . . 

Hen. II . 



• . . 



Southampton Winchester 40 Hen. Ill . 



Stirling . . .ja'~'«^ : : : : 

Stockton . . . Newcastle-upon-Tyne . . 



Stratford . . . ♦Bristol 



Swords . . . Dublin 



1641 . . . 
17 Edw. Ill . 

Rich. I . . 

1196 . . . 



Tamworth . . ♦London 3 Eliz. 



• « • 



Taunton . . . 



London 



Winchester 
'Iliomastown . Kilkenny . 



Totncs . . . Exeter 



Stephen . . 
I Mary . . 
1086 . . . 



[app. E. 

Authorities. 

i Domesday, i. 369; 
Record of Caem., 
179; below, p. 358. 

Rot. Chart., 154. 

Chartae Hib., 39. 

. Chartae Hib., 84-86. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 559. 

Merew. and Stephens, 
1086. 

! Munic. Corp. Com., 
1835, P- 2858. 
Foedera, i. 53. 

. Rec. Office, Pat. Roll, 
16 Car. II, p. ao, 
no. 6. 

. Rot. Chart., 54; An- 
tiq. Sarisb., 78. 

Hinderwell, Scarb., 
156; Rot. Chart., 
40; Baker, Scarb., 
a8 ; vol. ii. p. 388. 

Merew. and Stephens, 
1133. 

. Ibid., 387, 388. 
. Rot. Chart., 143. 

Liber Munerum, 35. 

. Atkyns, Gloucester- 
shire, 347. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
1835, p. 871. 

I Munic. Corp. Com., 
Scotl.,i836,p.403. 

Hutchinson, Dur- 
ham, iii. 137. 

Dugdale, Warw., 
680 ». 

Chartae Hib., 9; Mu- 
nic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 359. 

Munic. Corp. Com., 
i835» P- 3039. 
(Addit. MS., Mus. 
. < Brit., 39436, fol. 

( '7. 
Munic. Corp. Com., 
Irel., 573. 

. Below, pp. 359, 364. 



^ Cf. Munic Corp. Com., 1835, p. 3858. 
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Boroash. 
Xiim • . . 



Mother Town. 
Bristol 



WalliDgford. . Winchester . 
Waterford . . "^Bristol . . 



• • t 



Date. 
Rich. I . 

Hen. II . 
iao5 . . 



Wearmouth *. 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne . . [Hen. II] . . 



^Westminster .... 31 Hen. Ill . 



Welshpool . . Hereford [Edw. I] . . 

Westchep . . Pontefract 1^55-8 • • 

weymonth. .jl^^^-r. : : : :|"5a . . . 

wbitby . . .jijp^s,- ; : : : ; :ji35i . . . 



WUton 



. ^London . 
• 1 ♦Winchester 



Hen. I 



!*London [Edw. I] 
♦Salisbury ) 

♦Coventry { ■** 

Winchelsea . . ♦Hastings 1191 . 

Woodstock . . Windsor 1453 . 

Yarmouth . . ♦Oxford 1208 . 

( ♦Waterford ) ,^. 

Yonghal -A ♦Clonmcl \ '**^ ' 

( ♦Dungarvan 1559 . 



Authoritiee. 

. Manic. Corp. Cool, 
Irel., 265; Char- 
tae Hib., 10. 

. Foedera, i. 471* 

Manic. Corp. Com., 

Irel., 579-580 ; 
Chartae Hib., 131 
aa. 

. Vol. ii. p. 388 ; Bol- 
don jBoke, App. 
xli ; Surtees, Dur- 
ham, i. a55, a97. 
Fordyce, Darh., ii. 

397- 
. Vol. ii. p. 389; 
Powysl. Club, i. 

303-307. 
. Yorks. Top. and 
Arch. Journal, i. 
170, 171. 

iHutchins, Dorset, 
ii. 466. 

JCartul. de W., ii. 

• I 4a4, 4a8. 

'VoLii. pp. asi, 390; 
Archaeol. A^oc., 
Journal, xvii. 31 1 ; 
Rot. Chart., 135; 
Munic. Corp. 

Com., 1835, P- 
1399. 
. Liber Cust., 130. 

. Vol. ii. p. a6i. 

Foedera, i. 53. 

Marshall, Wood- 
stock, 1 39. 

. Rot. Chart., 175. 

I Munic. Corp. Com., 

* j Irel., 106. 

. Liber Munerum, 8 ^ 



* I. e. Sunderland. 

' See also Cal. of Pat. and Close Rolls, ii. 99. 
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LONDON 



OXFORD 



YORK 



Re-arranging this table, we can see at a glance which were the 
favourite parent boroughs. 

Barnstaple 

Bath 

Bedford 

Beverley {Whitby 

Bristol 

Canterbury {Maidstone 

Carmarthen 

Chester {Clithcroe 

Cork 

Dunstable 

iBradninch 
Plymi^on 
Totnes 

GloQcester 
Lancaster 

• -i Ltacoln j C.^try{Nottfagh.m j ^^^^'^ 

Lyme Regis 
Melcombe Regis 
Minehead 
Newton 

Northampton | gjj^Ver ^ '*°"'''""' 1 ^''^'P 

Norwich { Lynn 

Oxford 

Preston 

St. Alban*s 

Tamworth 
Tamiton 

Wilton {Francheville 
I Winchester 
Bedford 
Bnrford 
Devizes 
Lynn 

Marlborough 
Plymouth 
Portsmouth 
Yarmouth 



< 



/ Appleby 
Beverley {Whitby 
. -( Hedon 



[ Scarborough j ^^^^^nie 
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WINCHESTER . .^ 



Andover 

Bath 

Boston 

Devizes 

Gloucester (Cambridge 

Gmldford {Kingston-upon-Thames 

Ilchester 

Marlborough {Devizes 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne 

Petersfield 

Portsmouth |We3rmouth 

Salisbury 

Soath«npton j ^^^^^ 

Taunton {Francheville 

Wallingford 

Wilton {Francheville 



HASTINGS 



(Lydd 
Romney 
Rye 
Seaford 
Winchelsea 



DUBLIN 



/Athboy 
' Athlone 
Cork { Kinsale 

/ Carrickfergus 

INaas 

J i Kildare 

Dundalk < Maryborough 
( Naas 

Dungarvan {Youghal 

Kilkenny 

Limerick 

. Londonderry 

Swords 



KILKENNY 



/ Clonmel | ^^^^j/'"*"'^ 



Fethard 
Gowran 
'^ Kilmallock 
New Ross 
Rosbercon 
Thomastown 
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RHUDDLAN 



BRISTOL 



NEWCASTLE 



/ Caergwrle 
Caerwys 
Denbigh 

Flint 

i Cardigan {Lampeter 
Nevin 
Pwllheli 

f Bideford 
I Bnrford 

Cardigan 

Cashel | Inistioge 

Chester (Clitheroe 

Cork 

Drokedale 

Dublin 

Dungarvan 

Ellesmere 

Galway 

Hereford 

KelU 

Kilmaclenyn 

Kilmeadan 

Lancaster 

Leighlin, Old 

Lichfield 

Limerick 

Ludlow 

Netherwcrc 

Rathcoole 

Rathmore 

Redcliif 

Rhaddlan 

Ruyton 

Sodbnry 
Stratford 
Trim { Athenry 

{Kilkenny ri««»,<»i J Cashel 
New Ross /'^*on™e^ j Kilmallock 
Yonghal J Kinsalc 

j Londonderry 
[ ^Sligo I Carrickfergns 

^ Alnwick 
Carlisle 
Durham 

1 Gateshead 
Hartlepool 
Stockton 
Wearmonth 



IRELAND 



I SCOTLAND 
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HEREFORD 



"Beaumaris 
Brecknock 
Boilth 
Burford 

Cardiff jJ;f-£*-^* 

Cannanhen|g|5^jI-'-Pe'" 

Carnarvon (Bala 

Conway ■{ Caerwys 

Criodeth 

Denbigh 

Harlech 

Haverfordwest 

Llanfyllin 

Montgomery {Aberystwith 

Netherwere 

Newtown 

Rhuddlan 

Welshpool 



WALES 



Thus England may be divided into regions, each having a muni- 
cipal centre, from which law and liberty radiated in all directions, — 
a division that constitutes the basis for a more natural and organic 
classification of medieval boroughs than any now in vogue. We 
must not, however, picture to ourselves a monotonous uniformity of 
constitution in the towns of a given region. They did not merge 
their identity in that of the parent community so as to become mere 
duplicates of the same. The framework of their constitution, and 
especially criteria in legal procedure, were borrowed from the parent 
town; but local peculiarities — certain immemorial usages and later 
accretions to the mother stock — gave to each borough an individuality 
of its own. 

It is evident from the preceding tables that Bristol was the chief 
mother town of Ireland ; and Hereford, of Wales. Newcastle was one 
of the principal sources of Scotch burghal law '. I have not found 



* Acta Pari. Scot, i. 39-42, 722, 733 ; 
Archaeologia Aeliana, iii. 109; Innes, 
Anc. Laws, 168-173, and Mid. Ages, 
17a. CI below, p. 363. Winchester is 
also casually referred to as an exemplar in 
ft law of William the Lion. The bur- 
genes of Scotland were to ' be deraigned 
by the law of Winchester * ; and no 

VOL. I. 



amerciaments were to be imposed npon 
them except according to the custom of 
Winchester. (AcU Pari. Scot, i. 730 
[35^] ; cf. ibid., i. 35 [41].) Bnt these 
privileges were probably copied from 
Newcastle's charter. See vol. ii. p. 
183. 
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much material illustrative of affiliation in Scotland. It probably 
did not prevail there to such an extent as in England. Scotland had 
less need of it ; for the large towns all used the same burghal code 
of laws (the 'leges burgorum'), and resorted to the same appellate 
tribunal— the court of ' the Four Burghs '.' The Cinque Ports also 
form a group by themselves. The constitutions of the boroughs 
composing this federation were quite homogeneous'. They were 
all subjected to the same court of appeal (at Shepway, afterwards 
at Dover'). An 'unincorporated member' was under the jurisdic- 
tion of its ' head-port '.' 

Burghal affiliation was evidently known to the Anglo-Saxons ; for 
in Domesday Book wc find certain towns taking others as their 
prototype. Rhuddlan had received the laws and customs of Here- 
ford and Bristol ". Exeter ' gelded ' when London, York, and Win- 



' ActB rarl. Scot, i. 107, x\i. J67 ; 
Mnnic. Cotp. Com., Scotl., 1835, p. 15 ; 
lane*, Anc. Laws, p. xl.. Middle Ages, 
i70,aDd Legnl AnCiq., 114: Acta Domin. 
C(inciUi,i9, 10, 14: Button, Scotl .,ii. go; 
above, p. aoo. The following fragment 
of uncient Scotch liws (undated^ shows 
what were the funclions of the Conrl or 
Parliament of the Foar liurghs. ' Git 
ooy parly nill (ah a dome [L e. gsinuy 
k judgment] he BDcht to My thus ; This 
dome ii fall, stynkand and rottia in the 
self, uid thatta 1 Bireik a borch [i.e. 
procure a Burcty). and that I will pieifF. 
And (harto he sal! haue a day in to (he 
coorte before the justice in other placls 
ooiume (i, e. except] in Iwrowis, for it 
ii to wit that all domes faliit or agaoC' 
■eid in burrow cotutc salbe determinyt 
and declatit in Uadinglonne, ihrow 
fonte bQT{^ vsaste and lufhoiandest of 
ilk one of (hire bntrowis, Benrik, Rox- 
Ini^b, Edinbargh, Strineling, befor the 
chamerlane withontyne delay.' (lanes, 
Anc Ijiwi, 185; Acta Pail. Stot., i. 
[17% 74"; cf- 'Ind-. "i- S30-1 In 
1)9], in > Partiament at Edinburgh, 
pleaa were tried before the Wardens of 
Scotland. On motion of both partiei 
in a suit it was determined that the 
Foar Burghs ihonld be consnlted (' con- 
snlendnm est cum qnaluor Bargis '), 
i^uduig the legal point at iuoc. In 
dne lime ihe answer of Ibe Four Burgha 



was received, and judgment was pro- 
nounced accordingly ; ' Et qoia comper- 
tnm est per recordum et vcrcdictnm 
quatuor Burgorum quod lex et consne- 
tado talis est ; ideo considcialum cM.' 
etc (Rot. Pari., i. 107, ro«.) See 
aim Rcc. of Conv., ii. 4S1-484. In 
14S4 Edinburgh was made the seal of 
the Poriiamenl or Court of the Fotir 
Bur^hi 'ad lubeundum, ordinandam et 
linnliter deteiminandnm de et taptx 
judiciis burgorum nniversaliiim regDt 
nosCri curiis dictls sive contradiclii,' 
etc. (Munic. Corp. Com.. Scot!.. 1835, 
p. 16.) In 1468 Edinbui^h decided % 
legal question for Aberdeen. See Ex- 
tracts from Ed. Records, 1403-1518, 
p. 14. For an appeal of Lanark to 
Edinburgh, see Innei, Anc. Laws, 169, 
170; Acta Pari. Scot,, i, [359], 7*3- 

' Lyon, Dover, il. J67, tl leg. 

' Burrows, Cinqne Porta, 73, 185 j 
Holloway, Bye, 119; Lyon, Dover, \. 

' Mnnic. Corp. Com., 1S3J, p. 914, 
Their ' causes were always tried at the 
Head-Port ' (Burrows, 141^ Peveniey, 
a corponte member of Haidngt, was 
in scot and lot with the latter in the 
reign of Edward 1 1 ( Ryley. Placlta. 4 14). 
' ' Ipiis burgensibus annueruni lege* 
t conanetudines qnie *unt in Hereford 



el in Breluiir, iciliccl,' 1 

day, i. J fig). 



etc. (DoMi*. I 



APP. £.] Cfie affittation of ^enietial lBotougb0. 259 



Chester * gelded.' Totnes, Lidford, and Barnstaple regulated their 
military service according to the custom of Exeter ^ It is indeed 
possible that municipal affiliation was an inheritance from the ancient 
mark system. 

The way is now cleared for a more interesting portion of our in- 
quiry, the determination of the exact relationship of the towns to 
each other after they had become thus affiliated. Did the new tie 
involve mutual obligations, and bring about more intimate inter- 
course between them? Until active interest is manifested in the 
printing and exploiting of town records, the complete solution of 
such questions of internal polity will be encompassed by almost in- 
surmountable difficulties. Still a number of passages, gleaned from 
widely divergent sources, enable us to throw no inconsiderable light 
upon the question before us. 

The first step taken by a borough, after receiving the liberties of 
another community — in case these were not fully enumerated in the 
grant — was to send to the latter for an exemplification of its charter. 
Thus Wilton and Norwich obtained such exemphfications from 
London ' ; Lancaster and Grimsby from Northampton ' ; Preston 
from Newcastle-under-Lyme * ; Newborough from Rhuddlan**; Cork 
from Bristol • ; and Limerick from Dublin '. 

If difficulties afterwards arose as to the interpretation of any of the 
franchises thus exemplified, if a legal problem presented itself which 
the local magistrates could not solve, they would send messengers 
to the authorities of the mother town for a declaration of what was 
law and custom there. The archives of Hereford furnish us with 
the following interesting account of such proceedings : — 

* At a courte holden for the cittie of Hereford, on the first Wed- 
nesdaie after the ffeast of the Epiphany, in the first yeare of the 
raigne of king Henrye the Second, the men of the towne of Drusselan 
[? Rhuddlan] in the Welsh partes, brought the kings writte, directed 
to the kings bayliffs of Hereford, wherein it was conteyned that the 
king, by his charter, graunted the said towne of Drusselan in fee-farme 



* Domesday, i. loo. Totnes gelded 
only when Exeter gelded (ibid., i. 108 b). 

■ Mnnic. Corp. Com., 1835, p. *399> 
Thompson, Essay, 131. 

' Simpson, Lane, 268 ; Mnnic Corp. 
Com., 1835, P- 2^49- 

* Dobson and Harland, Preston 
Guild, 79. 

' Mnnic. Corp. Com., 1835, p. aSio. 



* ' Carta Regis Johannis ' granting 
Cork all the laws of Bristol. — * Exem- 
plar, ut videtur, consuetudinum vetemm 
et legum Brist* in Civitate Cork' ob- 
tinentium.* (Harl. MS., Mus. Brit, 741, 
fol. 9 b.) 

^ Liber Munemm, 24. In some of 
these cases the exemplifications may 
have been secured from the king. 
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to the men thereof, to hould to them and theire heires, by the same 
lawes and custonies as the citiizens of the ciitie of Hereford doe hould ; 
and that they should enquire of theire lawes and customes from the 
men aforesaid ; soe that as when and as often as the said lawes and 
customes should bee required, they should bee delivered w-ithout delay, 
and under the common seale of the cittie, in case of disherison, 
otherwise not. Whereupon the said bailiff's warned six of the Kings 
flee, three of the Bishops flee, two of the Dean and Chapters fee, 
and one of the master of the hospitalls ffee, to appeare on the mor- 
rowe to certifie them of their lawes and customes under the penaltie 
in the writte conteyned ; who came on the morrowc, with many 
others of the cittie with them. . . . And they declared the lawes 
and customes which they have heard from theire auncestors, and 
were approved and used in their tyme, to bee as followeth.' 

Quite a complete outline of the town constitution is then pre- 
sented by the twelve jurymen. 

'John le Gaunter, chief baylifie of our soveraigne lord the king 
having called unto him twelve of the discreet men of the citty, de- 
livered unto the burgesses of the towne of Kermerdine [Carmarthen] 
the customes underwritten, for which he had one hundred shillings 
to the use of the commonalty ; (to wit) concerning the slate of their 
tenements," etc 

After various laws relating to tenements we have this entry : — 

'Robert Durewarde, capitall bayliffe, having called unto him 
twelve cittizens, sent by waye of certificate to the men of Harcford 
[Haverford-west] upon theire petition and for an hundred shillings, 
which the said men have given, certain customes, in these words : 
To all baylifl's, burgesses, and other the men of the towne of Hare- 
ford, unto whom these present letters shall come, Robert Durewarde 
and his fellow bailiff's of the kings cittie of Hereford wish heaJth. 
Upon a certaine petition of yours sent unto us and our fellow citti- 
zens, wherein you desire that we would certifie you, for certaine 
causes, of some of our customes, for the bettering of your state and 
tranquillitie ; We, conceiving your petition and supplication just, 
and that it doth so behove us, in these and the like cases, do certifie 
you and every of you, by these presents, that . . . [Customs concerning 
foreign merchants in Hereford and concerning suits for the recovery 
of debts follow.] In witness whereof the common seal of the officCf 
being in the custody of our capital bayliff^e, is affixed.' 

'John of Gaunt, capitall baylilTe of Hereford, calling unto him 
twelve cittizens, required from them certaine customes to be observed 
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duringe his tyme, and which, in former tymes, were there used and 
approved of, which they should send and ccrtifie to the men of 
Kerdiffe [Cardiff] at that time requiringe those customes ; and for 
other townes which stood in need of ihem, when ihey should require 
those customes from him. And those twelve, with the advice and 
consent of theire discreete fellow citizens, unto the customes required 
of them did declare : That although the kings cittizens of Hereford 
who have the custodye of his citly, {in regard that it is the principall 
cittye of all the market-townes from the sea even unto the boundes 
of the Seaveme), ought of ancient usage to deliver their lawes and 
customes to such townes when need requires, yet in this case they 
arc in noe wise bound to do it, because they say they are not of the 
same condition ; for there are some townes which hould of our Lord 
the Kinge of England and his heires without any mesne Lord ; and 
to such we are bound when and as often as need shall be, to certifie 
of our lawes and customes, chiefly because we hold by one and the 
same tenure ; and nothing shall be taken of them in the name of a 
reward, except only by our common towne-clerke, for the wrilinge 
and his paynes, as they can agree. But there are other markett- 
townes which hold of diverse lords of the kingdome, wherein are 
both natives and rusticks of auncient tyme, who paie to Iheirc lords 
corporal! services of diverse kinds, with other services which are not 
used among us, and who may be expelled out of those townes by 
theire lords, and may not inhabit in them, or be restored lo their 
former state, but by the common law of England. And chiefly 
those, and others that hold by such forreine services in such townes, 
are not of our condition ; neither shall they have our lawes or cus- 
tomes but by way of purchase, to be performed to our capitall bay- 
liff as they can agree between them, at the pleasure and to the benefitt 
of the citty aforesaid. And such persons shall not have our common 
seale without a greate reward, or upon the speciall supplication of 
our fellow cittizens, As touching the customes now required of us, 
we say,' etc. 

Laws regarding debtors, fines for trespasses, the quarterly courts, 
etc., follow '. 

In like manner, as we learn from other sources, Hereford sent 



' The original, of which this is a xxrii. 460-488; Johnson, CusloniB of 

tiansUtion, 13 lost. For this sod othet Heref., 9^46. The vahous paiti of the 

transoiipta, nx Duncamb, Hetcf., L documenl probably belong to the period 

317-344; Aichuol. A siDC., Journal. of the three Edwards. See above, p. 13. 
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certificates explanatory of its laws to Rhuddlan ', Montgomery, Den- 
bigh', and Nethenvere'. The ancient book in which the customs 
givcti to Drusselan, Haverford, Carmarthen, and Cardiff were re- 
corded, was evidently regarded with no little awe and reverence by 
the burghers of Hereford. Every new mayor was sworn upon it, 
every incoming freeman kissed it. This practice of formally setting 
forth the customs of a borough and communicating the same to 
other towns, must have exerted a salutary influence upon municipal 
jurisprudence, shaping hazy oral tradition into tangible written law, 
giving birth, perhaps, to many a local 'corpus juris' like that of 
Hereford. The so-called charter of Henry I to Newcastle ' and the 
Customal of Chester probably originated in this way. Both of them 
have much of the form and flavour of the Hereford record ; both 
were communicated, on application, to affiliated towns, the Chester 
document to Clitheroe ", that of Newcastle to Stockton, The follow- 
ing is an old translation of a portion of the certificate sent 10 
Stockton {17 Edw. Ill) :— 

' To their dearly beloved friends in Christ, the Maior and BailifT 
and other honest men of the town of Stockton, the Maior and BailifTs 
of the town of Newcastle-upon-Tyne send greeting and desire of 
continuall love. \V'hereas our beloved and special friend William 
le, your neighbour and fellow Burgess, upon your behalf hath 



' ' Et quodhabeant IrgeDi et conme- 
iDiiiiicm Hcrefordie, pioal scnptnm e*t 
dlctiabu^eatibas de Netherwei ei con- 
muni auensQ oniniuni Bocgensiuin ville 
predictc Hcitford' lub eomm ligillit.' 
Cbuler of Edward [I] to the bargeita 
of Nctherwere. (Rec. Office, Talait 
Roll, 6 Hen. V. mem. 10 ; cf. Petyl 
MS., il. 141-143.) 

' For some extracts from this docn- 
ment, kc vol. ii, pp. iSi. 183. 

* Manic. Corp. Com., 1S35, p. 14S3 ; 
Harland, Mamec, iii. p. xr; Chatter* 
ofCIilheroe, 37. Thisii probabljt onl)' 
an Eagliib tianicript of an older certi- 
ficate given by Cbeiter lo other town*. 
Al anjrrale.it is oot tbc oHginal of Ibe 
Chntcr cutomal, a> Kailand leenu to 
think. 1 have found the Latin docn- 
meni, of wbich the Clitheroe leeord i* 
but in imiicifect translation, In Hailej 
MS. JOS7, ff. 63-65. Cf. vol. ii. pp. 
43. 44' 



__. leludines lletefordie; 'Ma- 
'ifttdct Ballivia libertmis ville dc Eolhc- 
Un >c omnibns allis ad quos preaentei 
Litteie peirenetinl, N. et Socii >ni, 
Ballivi CiviUtil Domini Regii Here- 
(oidie, pro le et consivibni cait salulem. 
Super quasdam Petitjoncs veitrai Noblt 
et coniivibni nostril per voi missu, in 
qoibiu continentur ul vos de aliquibua 
CoDtuL-ludinibus nottri* ad meUoiado- 
pcm italDi vettri H [ranquJUlalii cerlii 
de caaiii ceidorari voluerimai, ac nos 
Pelitiones vestru et Supplicaciones 
juiCat coniideiantei, ul in lalibus et 
condmilibui tcnemni, vobis et cuilibet 
veitTum per Pieienles ceitificomui ; . . . 
Id cujua cei teilimoniam tigillam nos' 
Imm cummnne Ptesenlibus est appen- 
■om.' 11 Kdw. Ul. (Wotton, Leges, 
517; Rec. of Caere.. 130; Mimic. Corp 
Com.. 183s. P-JK38.) 

' Mnnlu. Cotp. Com., 1837-38, p. 
K5 1 Dnncnmb. Heitf., i. 33O. 
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required us that upon certain articles and customes of our town 
aforesaid, the which amongst you in your town above remembered 
you claim to use and have, and which to you are not altogether well 
known, we would be careful to make you more ceitain .... the 
which aforesaid articles and customes do thus begin .... In testi- 
monie whereof the seal of the Maioralty of our towne aforesaid to 
these presents to be fixed we have thought good,' etc. ^ 

Newcastle also sent the following communications to the burgesses 
of Scotland : — 

'Assisa tenta apud Novum Castrum determinavit quod cum 
aliquis burgensis fuerit in possessione alicuius terre sive iuste sive 
iniuste, et superveniat alius dicendo se verum esse heredem de ilia 
terra, et evertet eum de dicta terra et extra possessionem propria 
auctoritate sua et sine iudicio. Queritur ' utrum ipse qui prius fuit 
in possessione debet recuperare saisinam de deiectore antequam 
respondeat. £t responsio detur quod ipse qui prius fuit in posses- 
sione sive iuste sive iniuste semper primo debet recuperare saisinam 
et eam tenere vel amittere in forma iudicii. £t deiector erit in 
forisfactum domini regis \* 

'Till thar der frendis the burrougreffis and burges of Aberden, 
Patrik Dey, Mar of the New Castall and the burges of that ilk toun 
greeting. Knawyn be it to yow that sic be the custum in our 
burgh of the New Castall that gif a burges gettis childer with his 
wif lauchfully and scho dee [i. e. she die], and that ilk burges spous 
ane other wif, and that burges dee, the tother wif sail duell in the 
principall wonnyng of hir husband xl. dais after the deid of hir 
husband, discendande of his fader and his eldfader. And gif that 
wonnyng in the whilk he deyt was of his conquest, he may gif that 
woning, as all his other landis throw him of conquest gottin, alswell 
till his wif as to ony other man *,' 

To show the wide prevalence of this practice of appealing to the 
parent community for information, a few more examples may be 
added. In the year 1360, and on various other occasions, Bristol 
sent an explication of certain customs to Dublin, in answer to 



* Brewster, Stockton, 82-85 »' Hutch- * * Leges quatuor borgomm/ c. 99 : 

inson, Durham, iii. 127; Surtees, iii. Acta Pari. Scot., i. [40], 352; Innes, 

173. Anc. Laws, 48. Cf. Acta Pari. Scot., 

" An ancient translation contains i. 722, 723 [358, 359]; Innes, 168. 

these words: 'Qnharfor it is askit at * Innes, Anc. Laws, 170; Acta Pari. 

HI burges of )>e New Castell,* etc. (Acta Scot., i. 723 [359]. Cf. ibid., 724 

Pari. Scot, i. [40], 352.) [360] ; Innes, 172. 
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inquiries made by the magistrates of the latter'. The following 
passage taken from the Maire's Kalcndar, p. 93 (fifteenth century), 
elucidates the filial relation of Bristol to London ; — 

' Forasmoche as at all lymes this worshipfuU toune of Bristowe 
hath take a grete president of the noble Ciiee of Londone in excer- 
ciaeing theire laudable customes, it is iherfore requisite and neces- 
sarie vnto the hedde officers of the saide Towne of Bristow to know 
and vnderstonde the auncient vsages of the saide Citee of Londone. 
Whereof a grete parte foloweth hereaftir, wreiin oute of a boke that 
was maister Henry Daarcy '.' The Kalendar then gives the ' con- 
slitutiones civitatis Londonii' in detail (pp. 93-113)- 

In the reign of Edward III Thomas de Wynburne was arraigned 
in the borough of Totnes for selling a pound of candles by weight, 
the pound weighing one ounce less than the assize prescribed, 
seeing that the weight of a pound ought to be two marks by gold- 
smiths' weight. ' And because it is unknown as to the weight, 
therefore let inquiry be made how the citizens of Exeter sell ; and 
the said Thomas has his day till the next court to hear his verdict V 
Exeter's exemplar, on the other hand, was London. In the medieval 
records of Exeter were entered certain usages of London *, probably 
received from the latter by certificate. 

During the reign of Edward III Oxford obtained from London a 
letter certifying as to the mode of holding pleas of land in the 
Husting Court of London. It begins as follows ; — 

' As honurables hommes et sages et lours tres chersamys meire et 
Baillifs de la ville D'Oxenforde les meire et Audemians de la cite de 
lotindres salut et treschero amysteo. Nous avoms entendu vos leltres 
anos naidgaires[i.e. nagutre] enuoiees conlenauntes qe nous dussoms 
vous certeficr dascune de nos usages come en vos dites lettres plus 
pleinemenl est contenu. Nous vous cerlefioms par ccstes nos lettres 
q'a chcscun husteng' des plees de terre tenu en la dite cite chescun 
Alderman par son Bedel de qint et qaire gardes reioumera vn panel 
de xii. bones gentz somouns destre a mesme le husteng ',' etc. 




* Manic Corp. Com., Dublin, 1, 3. 
' Do«Tcy WIS ouiyoT of London In 

'337- 1338. LNoorthoQck, London, 
89a) CI. Muie's Kat., 6. 

* Devon Auoc., vi. 106 ; Rep. MSS. 
1, 187*, p. 344. 

' tzacke, Eieter, 95. 

* Archives of the City of London, 
Roll of Uller*, Icaip. Edw. lU, No. 



1 98. For an abstract of the document, 
tte Sharpc, Cnl. of Lctiera, 90 ; Ubcr 
AIIiDi, 181-1S4. The same collectioa 
of lelieit (No. laS) contains a limilat 
responie in reference to pleas of Tmh 
force' and ' moit d'anc<stor,' bnt th« 
name of the town making the iaqniiy 
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It appears that the burgesses of Oxford frequently made similar 
inquiries of the magistrates of the city of London. There is a 
document in the latter's archives of which the following is an 
abstract : ' Littera missa Maiori et Aldre[mannis] Londonie per 
Maiorem et Ballivos Oxonie, — A treshonorables biers et sages le 
Maire et les Audermans de la Citce de Loundres . . . Purceo 
seignurs qe nos sumes en awher d'un jugement rendre en cas d'un 
testament ... [as to whether a husband could devise lands jointly 
settled on husband and wife] ; vos prioms sires et reqerroras 
humblement et deuoutement qe [vos] escriure voillez de ceo a nos 
certeyn iugement et vos auisementz pleynement . . . Ista littera fuit 
indorsata et remissa apud Oxoniam . ■ ■ Maior, Aldermanni et 
Vicecomites respondent quod ',' etc. 

The subjoined document (dated July, 1327) also illustrates the 
filial relationship existing between London and Oxford :— ' Maior 
el Burgenses Oxonie miserunt Maiori et Ciuibus Londonie quosdam 
articulos subscriptos sub eorum com muni sigillo petentes ab 
eisdem Maiore et Ciuibus qualiter arlicuU ilH in eadem Ciuitate 
tempore retroacto secundum consueiudinem eiusdem Ciuitatis fue- 
runt vsiiati .... [Seven questions and answers follow. Opposite 
an eighth question are the words ' non respondetur.' Three of these 
queries relate to the craft of bakers. The others relate to punish- 
mem in case a freeman refuses to answer the summons of the mayor; 
or refuses to pay tallage ' ; usage as lo the demise of lands ; pro- 
cedure regarding recognizance of debts ; legal measures taken if a 
foreigner impleaded by a citizen for debts should flee from the town. 
The following is the last paragraph of the record :] Et sciendum 
quod predictas questiones miserunt Maior et Burgenses Oxonie 
Maiori et Communitati Londonie, quia habent quendam punctum 
in carta sua de Libertalibus suis a Regibus cis concessis quod ipsi 
Uti debenl in dicta villa Oxonie eisdem Legibus que utuntur in 
Ciuitate Londonie ; et quod si ipsi sint in dubio de aliquo puncio 
legum suarum quod ipsi Londoniam mittent, et ibidem certior- 
abuntur per Maiorem et Communitatem ",' etc 



' Archives of the City of London, 
Fleas BDd Memoranda Rolls, A.rol. nvii, 
Icmp. Edw. III. A uuislalioa of the 
qaeition and aaswer is given by Sharpe, 
Calcndu of Wills, ri-vii. 

* ' Ad quern artiuulnm responnim est 
quod non est talliginin in Cluilatr, ul 
si aliquis assesjus fueril nd aiiquod 



aniilium facienitum c( iolucre nolnerit, 
dislringi debet per calalla sua.' 

' Pleas and Memoi, Rolls, A, rot. ii. 
Letter Book F, ft. ao6, J09, throwi 
iotne additional liglit upon the rela- 
tions between London and Oxford. See 
also Madox, Firmi Bnrgi, 160, 361. 
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Oxford, in turn, was appealed to, for an explanation of certain 
local usages, by the burgesses of Bedford. Various answers given 
under the corporate seal of Oxford, about the year 1560, are still 
preserved in the municiijal archives of Bedford '. 

In the ancient burghal records of Melcombe Regis* and Barn- 
staple are entered certain usages of London, their parent community. 
The chartulary of Barnstaple, containing these customs of London, 
has this note : ' The customs of London having been granted to the 
burgesses of Barnstaple by several charters ... it is presumed this 
charter from the city of London was obtained by the burgesses of 
Barnstaple to certify to them what the customs of London were '.' 

It is evident, from the preceding examples, that the muniments of 
boroughs formerly affiliated may frequently elucidate or supplement 
each other. 

Thus a town was wont to transmit to others, bound to it by this 
peculiar tie, two different kinds of documents : on the one hand the 
exemplification of its charter or a transcript of its codex of general 
laws, on the other hand the certificate furnishing or Jnterpretating 
particular laws and customs. The occasion giving rise to appli- 
cations for the latter is known to us in only a very fevr cases. 
There can be little doubt, however, that they generally originated in 
the courts of the daughter town, being due to the magistrates' 
ignorance of the law regarding some particular custom, or to con- 
tentions caused by a difference of opinion among them as to what 
ought to be the judicial decision in a given case. This is evident 
from the Hereford responses, cited above, and especially from the 
language of certain town charters. 

' Et habeant,' says the charter of Richard 1 to Bedford, ' omnes 
alias consuetudines per totam Angliam et libertates et leges suas 
quas habent communes cum civibus suis de Oxenfordia . , . et si 
dubitaverint vel contenderint de judicio aliquo quod faccre debeant, 
mittant nuncios suos Oxenefordiam et quod de hoc Oxeford (t»V) 
cives Oxefordie judicabunt, illud sine dubio firmum et ratum et 
certum habeant et faciant .... Quia ipsi et cives Oxefordie sunt de 
una et eadem consuetudine et lege et libertale *." 

In almost the same words a charter of 6 John directs the 
burgesses of Lynn to appeal to those of Oxford, and one of 



1 Schedule of Betiford Kcconle, 6; 
Hilt. 5oc., Traot.. iSSo, viii. 65. 
' Moulc, Cat. of CbkJten, 95. 
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Henry II enjoins the latter in turn to appeal to the citizens of 
London \ 

But the mother town in England never became a court of appeal 
in the full, legal acceptation of the term. It was merely a higher 
court of consultation, with informatory rather than reformatory func- 
tions. Favourable circumstances would have easily converted it 
into the seat of full appellate jurisdiction, but the atmosphere of 
Britain was not congenial to such a growth. 



§ 2. TA^ Continent 

A comparison between the development of affiliation in England 
and that of the Continent affords much food for reflection. Every- 
where in Western Europe we meet with the same phenomenon, 
town affiliated with town, the one endowed with the laws of the 
other and appealing to it for counsel. The affiliation is even more 
prevalent on the Continent than in England, the relationship more 
intimate, the intercourse more active. We are struck above all by 
the fact that many mother towns acquired full appellate powers. 

In France the most prominent of these municipal centres were 
Bordeaux for Guienne, Rouen for the western provinces, Beauvais 
and Laon for the north, Beaumont for Lorraine and the north-east, 
Soissons for Picardy and Champagne, Amiens for Ponthieu, Lyon 
for Lyonais, and Lorris for Poitou, Orl^anais, Berry, and Touraine. 
Lorris served as prototype for about three hundred towns, Beaumont 
for more than five hundred. The following is a more specific view 
of some of the scions of certain parent communities ^ : — 



BEAUVAIS 



Bray 

Cr^py 

Meaux 



"S Soissons 



Vcslcy 

^ Villeneuve 



Compi^gne 

Dijon 

Firme 

Senlis 

Sens 



^ Rot Chart., 158; Stubbs, Charters, 
167 ; vol. ii. p. 386. 

' My general statements regarding 
affiliation in France, including the 
tabnlar view, are based on Wamkonig 
and Stein, Franz. Gesch., 1. 366-267; 
Giry, £tab. de Rouen, i. pp. zxii, 54 ; 
Thierry, Lettres, 150, et /ass., and 
Tableau de I'anc. Fr. Munic., 347, 283, 



ei pass.\ Bonvalot, Le Tiers-^tat, a, 
156-253. See also Giry, St. Quentin, 
16-37 ; Wanters, Libert^s Communales, 
Preuves, 58, 63, 67, 119, 145, 175, 176, 
317, ei pass. ; Prou, Les Contumes de 
Lorris et lenr Propagation ; Rambaud, 
Civil. Franc, i. 348, 349 ; Luchaire, 
Instit Monarch., ii. 138. 
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I La Rocbelle 

Toura 
Poitietl 

St. Jean D'Angdly 
Niort { Cognac 
Bryeres 
Cemi 
Crfpy 
M on Id idler 
Rheims 

! Beaufort 
BoDcotirt 
Gerohres 
Fonlenoy 
Lun^ville 



I have intimated that the archives of one borough may supply the 
deficiencies of the other. France furnishes illustnilions of this. 
For example, the copy of the old municipal laws {' ^lablisscments ') 
at Rouen is incomplete, but the missing portions are to be found in 
transcripts still extant in the daughter towns Niorl and Poitiers'. 
In like manner the archives of Eu and Ham supplement those of 
their patent town St. Quentin, and throw much hght upon the 
early history of the latter '. Bonvalol calls the charter of Beaumont 
* le complement indespensable de ses filiales, dont elle est le secours 
et la cl^.' The ' charle fille ' and a transcript of the ' charte m^re ' 
lay side by side in the common chest of most of the pendant towns*. 

In North France and Flanders the current expressions for the act 
of appealing to the parent community were ' to go to the chief or 
head,' ' to go for judgment,' etc. (' aller h chef, kief, hoofd ' ; ' aller 
& sens ' ; ' aller i kerke ' ; ' recursum habere ad caput '). St. Omer 
was the ' chef de sens ' of Lannoy, Ardres, Fauquembergue, and 
Audniick ; Bruges, of Dam, Ecluse, Ardenberg, etc. Other Flemish 
centres of affiliation were Arras, Fumes, Ghent, and Ypres '. 

In 1103 the Count of Boulogne granted the town of Boulogne a 
commune modelled after that of Toumai ; the magistrates of the 



' Giry, Etabl., i. p. »i 
' Giry. St. Qneotin, * 
' Bonvalot, a 



' Warakonig, Fland., i. j8j : Giiy, 




. Omer, 199. In 1303 Binges wai 
e ' hoofd ' of Iwenty-M 

(Contume de Bragei, iBi.) 
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former being allowed to call on those of the latter in case of doubt 
regarding the proper judgment to be given in any plea : — 

' . . . communiam juratam de Bolonia tenendam juravimus ad 
usus et consuetudines Tomaci, skut earn tenendam nostri juraverunt 
antecessores, tali videlicet modo, quod aliquo casu emergenle de 
quo jurati per se defRnire nescient el judicium dicere, apud Tor- 
nacum ire deberent, judicium inquisituri ; et per inquisitionem quam 
de Tornaco retulerint, casum predictum diffinire debent et querelam 
illam temiinare'.' 

In 1251 Henry III, duke of Brabant, granted Merchten a con- 
stitution similar to that of Ix)uvain, with the privilege of appealing 
to the latter in suits difficult to decide : — 

' , . . villam nostram, quae Mergthen dicitur, Hberam fecimus, 
conferentes, sub virtute praestiti juramenti, eamdem libertatem per 
omnia, quam contulcrunt praedecessores nosiri opido Lovaniensi, 
et ad majorem hujus rei evidenciam et expressionem praesenti cartae 
noslrae inseri fecimus transcriptum cartae concessae a praedeces- 
soribus nostris praefato opido Lovaniensi, super sua libertate, cujus 
forma talis est ... . Volumus insuper ut quotiescunique in opido 
de Merchten emerserit aliqua dubietas super sentenctis aliquibus 
ferendis vel similibus, recursum habeant illi de Merchten ad opidum 
Lovaniense, tanquam ad caput suum, ut secundum sentenciam et 
consilium scabinorum Lovaniensium sentenciae eorum ferantur, et 
dubietates omnes sive ambiguitates illorum sopiantur '.' 

In the year 1172 Count Arnoul de Guines declares, in his con- 
firmation of the privileges of Audruick, that-the but^esses should 
seek law and judgment at St. Omer : — 

' Doivent avoir et tenir par auchun eslablissement, loy et esche- 



■ Wautcn, Lib. Com., Prtuves, jS. 
A duulei to Calais granted by the 
Count of Boulogne in laio contains 
this paMage : — ' Si autem scsbiai vel 
queremaaai super se judicium habueritit 
quod dicere cesciant et diHinirc, apud 
Merc de judicio illo suam fadent iii- 
quisilianem ; et si apud Merc super boc 
docti ease nou potenut. judicium illud 
inquirent apud Breborc.' (Ibid., fi;.) 
BeCTingeo, in I »iq, receiied the liberties 
of Lifge ; — ' Si vero scabini prefate ville 
super ■ententin reddendo dnbitaveiint, 
illam a Bcahinia de Hasielt debent re- 
qulrere. et sicuti ab illit didiscerint. 
ipsom tamquam justam, ex waiandia 



corumdem. debent pionimtiare. Quod 
si forte scabini de Hassell super senten- 
tia requisita ipsoi vel nolleiil vel noa 
Eufficerent ceitiflcaie, exlunc dicti sea* 
bini de Bcringeu sentenliam illsm ft 
scabinis I.eodiensibus rcquiient pcnou- 
aliter, quam, ut ab illis didisceriat, 
eomm fulti auctoritate, tauquam justam 
pronunliabunt.' (Ibid,, 145.) Cf. alto 
ibid., 61. 

' Ibid., i;;;. Soon after this giant 
had been made, the magistrates of Lou- 
vain, on the demand o! the duke of 
Brabant, lent a copy of their charter 
to the towDsmen of H«rd)ten. (Ibid., 
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vinage de la ville de Saint Aumer, et que s'il leur en fault aucune 
chose, qu'il le doivent enquerre as eschevins de le hale de Saint 
Omer',' 

Lannoy is enjoined to resort to the same tribunal under similar 



' Scabini de Alneto ad Icerkam seu sensum ad hallam ipsonim 
majorum et scabinorum apud Sanctum Audomanim, quando ipsi 
scabini kerka seu sensu indigent, venire tenentur'.' 

One might infer from these and other passages in the charters 
that the development in Flanders was virtually the same as in 
England ; but, whatever the theory or the original intent of the law- 
givers may have been, the practice in Flanders was often something 
very different from what we find in Great Britain, as is evident from 
the following case. A dispute arose between Bruges and Dam, the 
former claiming appellate jurisdiction over the latter (' Ke on pooit 
apieler devant jugement de ceaus dou Dam a ceaus de Brouges, 
comme a leur kief). In the year 1289 Count Guido, to whom the 
matter was referred, decided as follows : — Bruges is ' kief ' of Dam, 
in this manner that the plantilT can appeal to the magistrates of 
Bruges, if those of Dam do not decide the case within three adjourn- 
ments (' trois respis par trois jours de plait continuels '). Any judg- 
ment rendered at Dam aOer such delay is null and void. But 
within this period the judges of Dam can consult with those of 
Bruges ('traire a leur kief a Bruges pour avoir sens et jugement'). 
If judgment is rendered at Dam within the time specified, and either 
of the parties is dissatisfied, he can appeal to Bruges ('apieler les 
puent de faus jugement a leur kief de Bruges"). 

In West Flanders such dependent towns were called ' smale steden,' 
which in turn could have others affiliated with them (' smale steden ' 
of the ' smale steden '). These smaller or minor towns were even 
required to range themselves under the banner of their 'kief* in 
time of war*. Bruges and Vpres are said to have acquired the 
right of appointing the magistrates ('scabini') of aU their 'smale 
slede ",' 

For Italy, one striking example of affiliation will suffice. Giovanni 
Villani* informs us that in the year 1338 Eternal Rome, the illus- 

' Gii7, Sl Oniet, 199. 160. 1S5. 

■ lUd., 1^6, AJ>. 1179. ' Wamkonig. (liDd., i. 3S1, 383. 

' Warakoo^ FIsnd., ii. Pt. 1, p. 16, ' CcoIuimi. Comnionci Belfin. 194. 

And So. ciiTi. Cf Coutnme dc Brngei, * Chroniui, liber xi. cap. 96, PittMa 
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trious mother of laws, once the envied precedent of the greatest 
cities of the world, was not ashamed to send to Florence for the 
latter^s laws and ordinances : — 

'£ mandoro loro ambasciadori a Firenze a pregare il nostro 
comune, che mandasse loro gli ordini della giustizia . . . et altri 
buoni ordini che noi avevamo/ 

*And note,' the chronicler proudly adds, *what mutations the 
centuries bring : the Romans in ancient times did build the city of 
Florence, and give their laws unto her ; and now in our time they 
send urito us, the Florentines, for laws.' 

The most femous Spanish exemplars were Sepulveda, Logrofto, 
Sahagun, Leon, Toledo, and, above all, Cuenca for Castille and 
Leon; Jaca, Daroca, and Sobrarbe for Aragon and Navarre; 
Valencia for the kingdom of Valencia; and Barcelona for Cata- 
lonia \ In the year 1187, Alphonso II said that from Castille, 
Navarre, and other lands, people were wont to betake themselves to 
Jaca for the purpose of becoming acquainted with its customs, 
which they transplanted to their own communities : — 

* Scio enim quod in Castella, in Navarra, et in aliis terris solent 
venire Jacam per bonas consuetudines et fueros ad discendos, et 
ad loca sua transferendos '.' 

Pedro I conferred the privileges (* fueros ') of the city of Valencia 
upon all the other towns of the kingdom of Valencia, desiring : — 

* Quod in omnibus libertatibus [Valentiae] partem habeatis 

ac in eisdem omnibus vos et vostros esse volumus participes et 
consortes '.' 

According to a charter of Alphonso V of Aragon, dated 1450, 
Barcelona was pre-eminent among his cities, its constitution being 
sought after far and wide : — 

* Inter alias ditionis nostrae Civitates caput extulit, et jam pene 
omnes aliae ad instar illius sese gubemare et rempublicam exercere 
studeant *.' 

In Germany, in strong contrast to England, the development was 
carried to its extreme logical conclusion. The whole country was 

also borrowed much of its constitntion ' Lembke and Schafer, Spanien, ii. 

from Florence. Hence the former*s 418-438; iii. 178-202, ^//oix. 

archives constitute a valuable supple- ^ Moret, Investigaciones, 535. 

ment to the latter's. (Zdekaner, Statu- ' ' Lembke nnd Schafer, iii. 390. 

torn Pist., p. Ix ; cf. Hist. Review, 1888, a. d. 1283. 

p. 565) * Ibid., iii. 382. 
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one great network of inter-dependent municipal courts in frequent 
communication with each other. Affiliation was so prevalent, and 
constituted so strong a bond of union between the towns, that 
eminent authorities r^ard it as one of the chief factors leading to 
the formation of the North German municipal confederations and 
the Hanseatic League', 

The parent community, to which the daughter towns appealed — 
i. e. to which they had their ' Rechtszug ' — was called their superior 
court, their 'Oberhof'.' The oldest and most renowned of these 
' Oberhbfe ' were Cologne for ihe Rhine district ; Soest and Liibeck 
for the northern provinces ; Magdeburg for the east ; and Frankfort- 
on-the-Main for the south-wesL To these may be added Regens- 
burg and Niiremberg for Bavaria, Dortmund for Westphalia', Eise- 
nach for Thuringia, Strasburg and Colmar for Alsace, Some of 
their daughter towns became almost equally renoiYned as ' Ober- 
hofe ' ; for example, Freiburg in Breisgau, which derived its con- 
stitution from Cologne, and became the 'Oberhof of more than 
thirty other towns ; fireslau and Halle, which disseminated the laws 
of Magdeburg through Silesia, Poland, and Bohemia ; and Culm — 
another offspring of Magdeburg— which in turn was the chief model 
for the towns of Prussia ('inter iura municipalia civibus concessa 
ius culmense in prusya precipuura reputetur"). 



■ Schafu.Huiuutidie, 78-81 ; Hohl- 
baum, Urkundeobuch, i.p. xiii ; ili. 1^ 
198. In 1164 Liibcck and its affiliated 
towQi formed a league far tnatual 
defence. (Ibid., i. p. liil ; cf. ibid., iii. 
.94. '98I- 

» The ■ Oberhof" of a town was gene- 
railjr, bat not necewaiily, the source of 
the Utler's laws, i. e. ils molhei town. 
In some cases one community may have 
appealed to another withoDtbaTing been 
previously affiliated with it, the ' Ober- 
hof ' being peihapi the ancient seat of 
royal or palatine jurisdittion. See Mi- 
cheUcn, Oberhof lu Liibcck, 7-S1 Von 
Uaiirer, SladleverC, iii. 765. Bat this 
tniut be r^arded as aa exceptional 



' ' Omnes aenlentiae de quibnl dubi- 
tatoi, tequirendae lont apod not [i. c 
Dortmund] intra Rhcnnm et WiseiBiD 
de omnibus dvllalibus TcBtoniae, quae 
innt in roroono Imperio ei ilia parte 
Alpium. in hunc modum: civila 
nbi talis scntentia dnbitativa viertittn 
cl super itia. ad aoi Trcmoniam appcl- 
lalur, in scripto debet ad noi tisfismit' 
tere sentcntiam illam, at ipwm diffini* 
tiram feramns,' etc. (Michelien, 
Gcnglet, Codei, i. 875.) See alio 
Frentdorff, Dortracnder Statutes and 
Unheile. 

' Gcngler, Sladtiechtialtetthiiiiier, 
370; and Codex, i. 6Sf. Cf. b«low, 
p. 177 i lud SteReuhaecn, Dct Kalnui 
Oberhof. 
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COLOGNE 



The following table by no means purports to be complete * : — 

rBern 

iRavensburg 
Bachhom 
Kaufbeoren 

Aarberg 

Freibuig ' •< Reutlingen 

Laupen 

^ ( ElbiDgen 

Tubingen ' < Sindeffingen, 
( etc 

Thun, etc., etc. 

Altorf 

Helmershausen 

iDattenried 
Kaiserberg 
Miinster. 



MAGDEBURG 



vanous 
towns 



( Goldberg 

B«sUu \ "»^° 
j Liegnitz 

( Strehlltz, etc. 
Leipzig 

Brandenburg {Spandan ] 

IBrieg {Grottkau 
Sberg 
Mstow, etc. 

Culm {many Prussian towns 

Qaedlinbnrg 

Stendal {varioiis towns. 



' These lists are based on materials 
furnished by Michelsen, Oberhof, Vor- 
lede, and pp. 1-83 ; Von Maurer, Stadte- 
▼erf., L 189-197, iii. 760-782; Thomas, 
Oberhof lu Frankfurt, 49-68, 11 7-1 74; 
Gaupp, Stadtrechte, passim ; Tzschoppe 
und Stenzel, Urkundensammlung, 109- 
117; Harprecht, Diss, de curiis superi- 
oribus. See also Gengler, Codex, i. aS, 

103, 155» 173, 190. 234» 375, 394» 404» 
433, 610, 6ai, 649, 681-687, 713, 764, 

875, 904, et pass, ; Hohlbaum, Urkun- 

denbuch, iii. i, 194, 198, 513, et pass, ; 

Gaupp, Das alte Magdeburgische und 

Hallische Recht; Hasse, Das Schles- 

wiger Stadtrecht; Tomaschdc, Der 

Oberhof Iglau in Mahren ; Loersch, 

VOL. L T 



Ingelheimer Oberhof; Nitzsch, Ueber- 
tragung des Soester Rechts auf Liibeck ; 
Franklin, Magdeburger Weisthiimer fiir 
Breslau ; Huber, Das Koln. Recht in den 
Zahring. Stadten. 

' ' Dis sint die Stette die irii recht 
nement hie zuo Friburg.' Thirty names 
follow. See Gaupp, Stadtrechte, L 
p. xxvi ; Gengler, Codex, L 764. The 
document belongs to the beginning of 
the fifteenth century. 

' ' Nota diss hemach geschriben stett, 
marcktt vnnd dorff hollentt ir urttel 
vnnd rechtt allhie zu tiiwingen.* About 
seventy-five names follow. (* Stadt- 
recht,* 1493 ; Von Maurer, Stadteverf., 
iii. 769.) 
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SOEST 



lObeck > 



FRANKFURT » 



Lubeck 
Minden 
Warburg 

( Hamm \ \f^ 

iRheda 
Medcbach 
Sicgen. 

Hamburg 

Ploen 

Oldenburg 

Elbiug 

Burg 

Kiel 

Wismar 
Wittcnburg 
Greifswald {Treptow 
[ Reval, and many others. 

Ansbach 
Coblentz 
Darmstadt 

! Han an 
Hiinefeld 
Schmalkalden, etc. 

Giessen 

Heilbronn 

Hohe Mark ' | Homburg, etc. 

'' Homberg 

( Ahlen 
Munster I Bielefeld 

( Bocholt, etc. 

Oppenheim 

Sulzbach 

Trier 

Wimpfen * | Rorbach, etc. 

Wurzburg {Furth 

And many others. 



' Michelsen (pp. 47-83) enumerates 
more than a hundred tovms affiliated 
with Liibeck. See also Dreyer, Kinlei- 
tung, 260-270 ; FrensdorfT, Das Lii- 
bische Recht, and Verfassung Lubeck*s ; 
Hasse, Quellen des Ripener Stadtrechts; 
Hohlbaum, Urkundenbuch, i. pp. xiii, 
xiv; iii. 513. 



' Thomas (pp. 119-162) mentions 
some three hundred daughter towns of 
Frankfort. 

' There were thirty-three comma- 
nities, many of them mere villages^ in 
filial relation with Hohe Mark (Thomas^ 
141). 

* * Diss Stett und Dorffer alter Fry- 
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Sometimes the grant of affiliation is made in language not very 
unlike that which we find in the charters of England. In 1242 
Count John confers upon Kiel the laws of Liibeck : — * ut tali jure, 
prout civitas Lubecensis utitur, ita civitas praesens libere et quiete 
perpetuo perfruatur ^J Not many years later Northeim is endowed 
with the law and institutions of Gottingen : — * tale jus . . . quale 
burgenses nostri de Gotinge actenus habuerunt ut . . . fruantur 
similibus institutis^' As in England so in Germany, after such a 
grant there may have been in some cases little or no intercourse 
with the mother community as such. 

Generally, however, a clause is added indicating the relationship 
henceforth to subsist between them, a clause that very rarely 
occurs in the municipal charters of England '. In the year 1286 the 
laws of Liibeck are conferred upon the city of Massow : — 

' Quemadmodum idem jus in aliis nostris civitatibus observatur, 
ubi si necesse fuerit propter causas decidendas exigent et requi- 
rantV 

In the year 1279 the burgesses of Limburg received a charter from 
their lord from which the following is extracted ; — 

* Si vero ipsi Scabini [of Limburg] super sententia hujusmodi 
ferenda inter se discordaverint, jus oppidi Fr. [i.e. Frankfort-on- 
the-Main] querent, et nos illo contenti esse debemus *.' 

The Landgrave of Thuringia, in one of the statutes which he con- 
ferred upon Eisenach in 1283, states : — 

' Quod omnes aliae nostrae civitates et ilia oppida quae per- 
tinent ad dominium nostrum et principatum, ex antiquo jura sua 
requirant apud praefatos cives nostros de Ysenach, et recursum 
ad ipsos habeant, aliquas percipiendo sententias difficiles et ob- 
scuras •.' 

Breslau gives its laws to Goldberg, but the latter is enjoined to 
have recourse to the former in all pleas : — 

' Omnia nostre civitatis jura, prout apud nos servantur, porrigimus 
et donamus, ita quoque, ut super omnibus causis, tam parvis quam 
magnis, civibus predicte civitatis incumbentibus in omni jure ad 

haitt nach pflegen ir Urtel by Uni za * Schmidt, Urknndenbach, u 11. 

holen all vor .dem Ol)emhoufr.' The * I hare found only three cases. See 

names of four ' Stadte * and thirty-two above, pp. a66, 267. 

* Dorfer * follow. (Wimpfener Oberhof- * Michelsen, 14. 

Urtheilsbuch, 1474-1608. Harprecht, * Thomas, 145. 

Dissert, 435.) * Gaupp, Stadtrechte, i. aoi. 
' Michelsen, 51. 

T 2 
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nostram civitatem Wratisbviam perpetualiter recursutn habere de- 
beant' (ng;'). 

In like manner the citizens of Liegnitz promise to submit doubtful 
cases to Breslau : — 

' Illas sentencias, in quibus nobis est ambiguum scrupulus et 
erroris debcmus ferre in Wratislavia, contradiccione qualibet rele- 
gata'(i302"). 

Breslau, on the other hand, looked to Mngdeburg for help in 
difficult legal cases : — 

' Nos scahini civilatis Magdeborch lucide protestamur, civitatem 
Wralisla^'iam longevo tempore, cujus memoria aput nunc viventes 
non exstat, jure opidano seu civili Magdeburgensi fuisse subjectam, 
ita videlicet, quod, quandocunque ambiguitatis quid super jure civili 
Magdeburgensi aput vel inter cives Wratialavie civitatis exortum 
fuerat, recurrendo ad nostram civitatem diffinitam sencenciam ab 
antecessor! bus nostris et a nobis hucusque oblinebant',' 

In 1345 Baldwin Bishop of Paderborn granted the townsmen of 
Driburg, among other privileges, that they should ' seek their law ' 
at Paderborn whenever the magistrates of Dribui^ could not decide 
any legal dispute for them : — 

'Voerdmer worden de borghere vor deme richte scclaftich 
vnder sich vmme recht eder vmme ordele, dat scolden se vor iren 
rath bringhen, dat se dal scededen ; kunden se aver des nicht 
ghesceden, so scolden se dat bringhen an den rat to Paderborn, dar 
se ir recht soken scolen '.' 

The magistrates of Magdeburg endow Schweidnitz with their 
burghal constitution, and then speak of Iheir ' auctoritatem . . , ut 
aliis civilatibus juris sentencias valeamus amministare.' They also 
permit the ' scabini ' of Schweidnitz to transmit to other towns the 
lows and judgments received from Magdeburg : — 

'Si scabini civilatis Suidemcensis ahis civitatibus et villis, circa 
se situalis . . . possint et valeant jus Klagdeburgensc et sentenciu 
juris a nobis daias ulierius distilbre '.' 

From such passages as those that precede, we can scarcely infer 
the existence of anything more than a higher court of consultation, 
its functions being to give advice bejore the sulxirdinate tribunal 
had rendered judgment Doubtless in some German towns, e.g., 



< Titcboppe and Sieniel, \ 

• IHd , 44.V 

' Gcni^Icr. CaAcx. i. J7s, A 



* Tfiehoppe und Sleniel, 586-587, 
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the * Oberhof ' at Frankfort \ the development stopped at this point, 
though even in such cases the relationship was more intimate than 
in England. 

But the language of many other documents is much stronger, and 
points to the transition into s*omething that approximated real appel- 
late jurisdiction ; being, as an old writer would have expressed it, 
more * in vim appellationis quam consultationis '.' Thus the citizens 
of Buchhorn are to appeal to Ueberlingen, whenever they are dis- 
satisfied with a judicial decision at home : — 

* Item statuimus . . . quod quicumque civium de Buchhorn ab 
aliqua appellat sententia, illam appellationem juxta jus et statuta 
civitatis de Uberlingen prosequetur, et quicquid sententiatum fuerit 
a civibus de Uberlingen, illud ratum a partibus est servandum \' 

The burghers of Freiburg may appeal to Cologne (*Coloniam 
appellabunt '), if either party in a suit rejects the judgment : — 

* Si super aliqua sententia fuerit inter burgenses orta discordia ita 
quod una pars illam vult tenere sententiam, alia vero non,' etc/ 

In like manner Hohenstein appeals to Osterode : * Gescholden 
Ortheyl und alles recht sollen sy haben in der Stadt Osterode".' 
Burg receives the laws of Liibeck. The * Radliide ' of Burg are to 
pronounce judgment according to these laws. If any one is dis- 
contented with the decision he is to appeal to the mother town : 
* und weme dat nicht behaget, de mag dat schelden vor den Rath 
tho Liibeck'.' 

Speaking of Culm Gengler refers to : — • 

' Die anordnung eines regelmassigen Rechtszuges von den Ordens- 
stadtcn an den culmer Rath, welchem die zweifache Befugniss, dunkle 
Rechtspunkte durch Weissthiimer zu erlautem und angcfochtene 
Urtheile oberrichtlich zu bescheiden, eingeraumt wird . • . Diese 
jlingeren Stadte wurden dann auch meistens in ihren Fundations- 
briefen entweder indirect durch Bewidmung mit dem jus Culmense 
Oder direct durch die Anweisung, "ire gestraften (gescholden) 
vrteil czu holen czu dem Colmen " mit letztgenannter Stadt in die 
fragliche communication gebracht ''.* 

» Michclsen, i6, 17. » Gengler, Codex, i. 686,687. Later 

' Harprecht, 437. od (in the fifteenth century) Konigsbeig 

* Michelsen, 5; Gengler, Codex, i. took the place of Calm as the chief 
432. Charter of Rudolph I, 1375. * Oberhof ' of Prussia, ' dahin man alle 

* Gaupp, Stadtrechte, ii. 33 : ' Frei* gescholttene Vrtheill aus den andren 
burger Stadtrodel,' A.D. 1200-1250. Stedten auflf dieser Seitten hatt mussen 

^ Michelsen, 5. appelliren vnd daselbst rechtfertigen 

* Ibid., 14. lassen.' (Ibid., i. 687.) Concerning 
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A charter granted to Bromberg in 1 346 contains this clause : — 

'Si contigerit, ut per aliquem queruiantem aut respondentem 
sententia aliqua inventa per scabinos argueretur, non alias exiunc 
quam per consules dicli oppidi ipsa sententia debet declarari ; el nisi 
suflicerent, tunc ad consules W'ladislavienses ' pro senienciae hujus- 
modi declaratione recurretur V 

In 1297 there was an appeal in a case of murder from the local 
court of Colberg to that of Greifswald, the magistrates of the former 
writing to those of the latter as follows ; — 

' . . . cujus rci grncia dilectos nostros de concilio socios ad vestre 
discrecionis judicium transmitiimus, exorantcs quatenus discussione 
dillgenii inter vos habila, quid de hiis vobis justum visum fuerit, 
distinguaiis, cum vos fontes nos vero justicie rivuli deflucnies ™.' 

The Emperor Frederick I, in the year 1173, made the following 
general regulation for the benefit of Flemish merchants in Germany;— 

' Si quis mercator senserit se gravari contra justiciam in loco 
minor!, licentiam habeat appellationem faciendi nd majorem locum, 
a quo minor locus justiciae suae leges acceperaC '.' 

Thus there can be no doubt that Lubeck and many other German 
mother towns were real courts of appeal ', their functions being to 
revise judgments already passed, — the specific case being laid before 
them, and not, as in England, a general question as lo what was law 
and custom on a given subject, on which the magistrates of the 
' locus minor ' wished lo be enlightened before passing judgment. 

In the town archives of Germany are still extant whole volumes of 
appeals of various kinds to the ' locus major '.' Some of these have 
been printed'. Though ihey are very interesting, and throw much 
additional light on the subject of alTiliation, we cannot stop to discuss 
them. We must content ourselves with a single example, one that 
commends itself to us on account of its unusual brevity. The 
' scabini ' of l^itmeritz decide a case in Koniggratz. Hans von der 
" Michelscn, p. ix; Gengler, Codex, 



Duniig, one of Ciilm'i dnughter lowiis, 
a record of 137S has tliU passage : ' It 
gntraften oileil sullen ly hoten ciadetn 
Colmen." (Ibid., i. 7IJ.) 

• (Icnuler, Codei, i. ^04. 
> Ibid., 1.610. 

• Wamkuaig, Klaod , i. No. liv. 

' MtchetKn, 9, 15, 17, 18; Thomas, 
54; Von Maorer, Sladlevcrf., iii. 771, 
771 ; TomoKhek, Der Obeihuf Iglaa, 



i. 690. rt /ujj. 
' The ticil collecliuns in print that 

of Michclscn for Lut>eck, thoie of 
Thomas for Kmnkforl. sad thcne of 
Tumuchek for Iglau. See nlio Freiu- 
dorfT, Doftmander Stntutcn ; Magde- 
burgtr Wcttlhiinier bus dem GbrliticT 
Reichtarcbive ; Tbotnas, p. xvi ; 
Behrend, Eio Steodaler Urtheiliboch 
(I'rlheile nus Nfagdeliotgl. 
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Dobruch, the guardian of HerteFs son, must allow his ward to do 
what he pleases with the money bequeathed to him, now that the 
latter is of age : — 

' Prudentibus viris et honestis judici ac juratis in Grecz magister 
civium, consules ac scabini in Lutmericz multum servicii et honoris. 
Noch alle der rede alz ir uns geschribyn habt in ewren bryfen under 
der Stat ingesegil under dem grossen und dem cleynen, so teil vir in 
eym rechtyn urteil alz unz das recht weysyt und lert, daz der czu 
seynen jam kummen ist seyn gelt daz ym vorburgit ist mak gebin 
wem her vil, daz ist um Hertels sun kegen Hannus von der Dobruch, 
der daz gelt inne hat (um) vurmundschaft \' 

The municipal *0berh6fe* of Germany were still flourishing in 
the first half of the sixteenth century. The Emperor Charles V 
speaks of them as of a recognized legal institution : — 

' So sollen die Richter, wo ihnen zweifel zufiele, bei den nachsten 
hohen Schulen, Stddten^ Communen . . . Rath zu suchun schuldig 
sein '.' 

But they gradually vanished in this and in the following century, 
being superseded by the tribunals of the ruling princes as courts of 
appeal, and by the juridical faculties of the universities as courts of 
consultation*. In the year 1721, Liibeck, one of the most long- 
lived of the * Oberhofe,' exercised its functions for the last time *. 

Many towns of Switzerland were affiliated with those of Germany, 
especially with Freiburg in Breisgau ^, The laws of Magdeburg 
prevailed in the towns of Poland and Bohemia. Leitmeritz, of which 
I have already spoken, enjoyed all the *jura, libertates et consue- 
tudines Magdeburgenses,' and was the principal civic * Oberhof ' of 
Bohemia " : — 

* Et ad eos per omnes et singulas civitates regni nostri Boemie, 
que eisdem utuntur iuribus^ super dubiis sententiis definiendis debeat 
haberi recursus, sicut hactenus fieri est consuetum '.' 



In England, aflftliation involved only the interpretation of law 

* Gaupp, ii. 363. • Gaupp, i. p. xxiii, and ii. 356-374; 

* * Peinliche Gerichtsordnang vom Tzschoppe und Stenzel, 1 1 1 ; Ropcll, 
Jahrc, 1533,' § 319; Thomas, 54. Verbreitung dcs Magd. Sudtrechts in 

« Von Maurcr, Stadtcvcrf.. iii. 777- Poland; Kalumiacki. Die Poln. Recen- 

781 ; MicheUen, 30 ; Thomas, 303. sion der Magdeb. Urtheile. 

* Michelsen. 35. ' Gengler, Stadtrechtsalt., 371. Char- 
» Gaupp, ii. p. iv, et pass. Sec also ter of King John of Bohemia granted to 

Forel, Chartes Com. de Vand, Introd. Leitmeritz in 1335. 
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and custom — advisory functions ; on the Continent, and especially 
in Germany, it led to full appellate jurisdiction— re\-isory functions. 
The one was a judicial, the other only a ' customal ' affiliation. Iq 
England the appeal, such as it was, was a right or privilege of Ihe 
daughter town, to be exercised at her magistrates' discretion ; on the 
Continent it became a solemn obligation, which the latter could not 
evade. This divergence of development was due to a cause which 
made the whole course of continental municipal history different 
from that of England, a cause whose effects are still indelibly written 
in the rock and marble of castle, belfry, and AJ/c/ de vi//e—l mean 
the weakness of royal authority on the Continent. If the English 
sovereign in the twelfth century was not ' every inch a king,' he was 
by several inches more a king than the other rulers of Western 
Europe, On the Continent, towns became small republics, even more 
independent than the feudal lords ; in England they remained 
integral portions of the body politic over which the king ruled. The 
former frequently secured the privilege de non appellando, almost 
complete judicial autonomy ; the latter were always, more or less, 
under the control of the king's courts. Richard I's jest, that he 
would sell London if he could find a buyer ', is not meaningless ; the 
most potent of the English boroughs were at times abjectly humbled 
by the royal will. The crown would not have brooked anything so 
derogatory to the royal prerogative as judicial appeal from borough to 
borough ; nor would the latter feel the need of civic ' Oberhofe ' in 
a country where royally was strong enough to do them justice. But 
royalty on the Continent was still too weak to act as a competent 
court of appeal * ; and the unchecked encroachments of feudal lords, 
who often attempted to arrogate to themselves this same superior 
jurisdiction, tended to bring the affiliated towns still nearer together. 
It was very natural for the magistrates of a town in their doubt and 
ignorance to turn for legal advice to the community whence their 
laws had been derived, as helpless children to a kind mother; it 
was even more natural, that under the stress of such circumstances 
as those just mentioned, they should gradually refer disputed cases 



' Norton, Lou(toti,G5, 

• In Ihe ycat 1377 Count Kslien- 
elentiogen enlered a pUint in the im- 
perial court Kgainit the town of Lim- 
bntg. His suit wns rEJecte<l, and he 
»•■ tefetlcd lo the municipal council 




of Franklbrt on the ground that the 
Ullcr wai the ' Olierhof ' of Limbnrfr 
(Von Maurcr, Stadlevcrf., lii. 7715. One 
can hardly conceive of nidi a Ibtng 
happeoing in medieval England. 
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to the parent town, until the latter became a regular court of appeal. 
The security engendered by a strong royal judicature in England 
tended to evolve self-sufficient rival boroughs, with a gild merchant, 
rather than autonomous or judicially interdependent towns and 
municipal federations, such as we find in other countries of Europe. 
This explanation of the peculiar development of affiliation on the 
Continent is confirmed by the fact that in Germany civic * Oberhofe ' 
gradually lost their influence, as the central authority in the various 
principalities grew more powerful (in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries) K The same is doubtless true of France from the time of 
Philip the Fair, the towns becoming more and more dependent upon 
the royal courts \ 



Our inquiry shows how certain institutions may be common to all 
civilized nations, the simultaneous outgrowth of human nature and 
human thought, and yet be profoundly modified by a peculiar en- 
vironment ; hence that the deduction of historical truth by analogy, 
if not employed with caution, leads to error. But great as is the 
diversity between the ancient affiliation of English and that of con- 
tinental towns, our attention is arrested still more by the similarity, 
by the mere fact of the independent co-existence of so peculiar an 
institution in many different countries. Is not the historian of to-day, 
with all his nice canons of criticism, too prone to derive one institu- 
tion from another, to look for the germ in the distant past or in a 
distant country, when the mystery of the inception lies no farther and 
no deeper than in the ordinary, immutable laws that govern human 
action and the growth of all spontaneous, indigenous institutions ? 

* ' Seitdem die Landeshoheit fester an ihre Hofgerichle eingefiihrt.' (Von 

begriindet war, seitdem wnrde das Zag- Maarer, iii. 776; cf. Michelsen, 29; 

recht an die Oberhofe beschninkt, oder Thomas, ao3.) 

auch ganzUch verboten, and statt dessen ' Oiry, St. Omer, aoi ; Flammer- 

cine Berufong an die Landeshenm oder mont, Instit de Senlis, a a, 23. 




The Continental Gild Merchant'. 



MoNTCi PAL development in England cannot be accurately measured 
by that of the Continent. The inverse proix)sition is equally true. 
Jn speaking of continental Gilds I do not wish to take refuge in the 
argument of analogy, — to substitute parallels for proofs. But the 
history of the English Gild Merchant ought to help correct erroneous 
views concerning the growth and development of the corresponding 
continental institution. For many writers who have regarded this 
Gild as the germ of the municipal constitution throughout Western 
Europe, have derived much of their data from Great Britain '. More- 
over, the Gild Merchant occupies a more prominent place in town 
charters and in the municipal polity in England than on the Con- 
tinent ; hence continental writers have pointed to England as the 
country in which this Gild exerted its maximum influence'. Now 
if this fraternity was not the germ of the English municipality, but 
only a potent factor in its evolution, it may be fairly presumed that 
the Gild's influence on the Continent was not greater. This pre- 
sumption is confirmed by much positive evidence. 

The (;ild Merchant of \Vestern Europe is not mentioned before 
the middle of the eleventh century; and does not come into 
prominent notice before the twelfth century '. It doubtlc-ss origin- 



' There ii no good geneni acconnt 
of Ihif subject. 1 DoiIcrttDnd that Pco- 
fessor Hohlbaum of Cologne ii prepar- 
ing > treiciae on ' Die iilleien Kauf* 
gilden Ton Wesl-Enropt.' He is emi- 
nently tilted to deal with the lutiject. 

* Wildi. Glldenwoen, 339, 144-155 ; 
Thicrrj, Recils, 181, Cf. Rsepuel, 
CEnvrei. t. 341-344 ; Giokc, Genou., 
i "30, 131, »4,i, 345 : Brcninno, p. 
xcviii, il itq. ; I)c VIgnc, p. xii. 



* See Ihe preceding note ; ind Drionx, 
Auoc., 13S ; Sarturius, Hanse, p. xvi. 

' Above, p. 4, n. 1 ; Pigeonneau, 
Commerce, 1. 1 13, 1 [4, J38 ; Ccaleneei, 
Communei, i5i, 161 ; Niusch, Kanf- 
gilden, 370, ttitq. \ Arnold, Frridiidte, 
i. IJJ. In 953 ■ 'icliola aegotutonim ' 
with n blul-inan or ' capitulirini' ix 
mcnltoned in the recordi of Kavenn* ; 
Ihis »»s probably ■ weak ninrival of 
the Komnn ' collegia.' though in moil 
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aled in the eleventh century when a renaissance of c 
began in the western countries of Europe'. This regeneration of 
trade made merchants feel the need of union and niutital support, 
a need which was satisfied by the creation of the 'Gilda Merca- 



This fraternity as an official and constituent part of the muni- 
cipality is met with much less frequently on the Continent than 
in England. It is rarely mentioned among the liberties granted 
in the municipal charters'; it more commonly received a separate 
charter of its own', like the English craft fraternities. In some 
cases it seems to have exercised important civic functions as in 
England, regulating the whole trade monopoly of the town '. But, 
as a rule, this was not the case ; the continental Gild Merchant 
generally corresponded to the later civic mercantile fraternities of 
England, established either for foreign commerce or to regulate 
a particular part of the local trade monopoly*. Its place in the 
civic government was in such cases similar to that of many later 



towns of Italy the ' collegia ' seem to 
have disappeared. Sec Hegel. Sladte- 
verf., i. J56, ii. 161-165 : Hullmum, 
i. 333; Lattes. Dirilto, 39; cf. ibid., 
36. Waulcrs »pe»l-» of n Gild Mer- 
chant St Thiel ID 1010 (Lib. Com,, 
156); bul the source* mentioQ only 
mcrcbanls, not a ffatemity of mer- 
chanls. The same is tnie of the Gild 
of Cnmbral In lool meationed by Giry 
jSt. Omet, »79>. The 'gildoniae de 
naufrogio' of Charlemagne's Capilu- 
larie* vc called by Von Manrci ■ llan- 
delsgilden' tStadleverf., ii. 35S) ; it is 
not piobable that they were perpetuated 
in Ihe laler Gild Merchant. The ear- 
liest distinct reference to a medieval 
Gild Merchant thai I have met with is 
that of St. Omer ( 1073-1083. Below, 
p. 190). Valenciennes is cited as ao- 
other early example, above, ]>. 4, n, i ; 
bat there is some dispute u to the dale 
of its origin, and it may oot have l>een 
a Gild Merchant, though merchants be- 

' Pigeonneau, Commerce, L Ito, 
117, 113; HoUbanm, Urkondenbuch, 
>><■ 379i 3^01 Luchaire, Inst., ii. 160; 
Arnold, Frelstidte, i. (40; Vander- 
kindeie, ArteteldF, 6j, 



* For some references lo it in town 
chaiieis, see Giry, Si. Omer, 373 ; 
Wnuiers, Preuvea, 67, 68 ; below, pp. 
J90 394. 

' Below, pp. 194-199. 

' Giiy, St. Omer, 375. 381 ; Nilisch, 
Kaufeilden, S7»-3r«. 387-39I1 "^d 
Genossenschaften, iS-ij, j6. 

• Von Maurer, Sladle»erf, ii. 154- 
'J9t 3571 Gbtie, Steodal. 97-1:9; 
Hiihlbaum, Uric., il. 15. 36, 168, 169, 
iii. 38J. 4>4> 4iSi 464. 4^5. 477: Ar- 
nold, Studien, 3031 NlUsch, Kanf- 
gilden, 384, 39 S, 401 ; Saitorins, 
Hanse, p. xviii; Gengler, Codex, 1. 
139, 330, 367. 47J, 473, 680, 933, 968, 
and Stadtrech trait,, 460-463; Wllda, 
Gildenwe«en, 163-18S; Pigeonneau, 
CoDunerce, 111-115, "8-133; Rim- 
baud, Civil. Franc, i. 409: Ch^rucil, 
Rouen, i. 145: Wauten, Lib. Com,, 
i^f. S^S- 6*6; Forluyn, J31, sii, tl 
fan.; Gieike, Genoss., i. 344-3491 
Lcvassear, Classes Ouv., i. 185-196, 
510; Schles. Utk., p. xxiv. In many 
of iheie towns the chief mercantile 
Gild wu connected with the cloth trade 
(' Gewandtchneider. Gilde,' ' Lakcn- 
gnlde,' ' Fannicidae,' etc). 
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crafl associations. In Italy the Gild Merchant in some places 
dominated over or regulated the crafts ; in a few towns it was 
merely on an equality with the latter ; in many places it was a 
union of various mercantile and industrial fraternities, as was some- 
times the case in England '. 

The following are the most common names of the Gild Merchant 
and its officers: — in Germany, Koplude Gilde, Koplude Innung, 
Kopraanns-Gilde, Kopgilde, Hanse, Gildemeister, Aldermann, De- 
kan ' ; in the Netherlands and parts of north France, Gilda Merca- 
toria, Fraterniias Mercatorum, Comansgulde, Co ma nn en Gilde, 
Hanse, Oldermann, Decant ' ; in Denmark, Convivium, Holy 
Trinity Gild, St. Nicholas Gild, etc.. Alderman'; in Italy, Mer- 
caiuia. University (Societi or Communiti) de' Mercanti, Consoli 
(less frequently a Podestk) assisted by Noiarii, Camerarii, Missi, 
Nuncii, etc. °. In some towns of Germany its meetings were called 
' Morgensprachen ".' 

As regards the relation of the crafts to the Gild Merchant, it is 
clear that in some places the craftsmen or artisans were freely 
admitted into this body in the twelfth century'. In many towns 
they were excluded from it in this and the following century, 
especially from mercantile fraternities engaged in foreign trade '. 
On the whole, this exclusion seems to have been more frequent 



' Littei, Diritlo Com., 33, 34, 38, 
tifaii.; above, pp. llS-rij. 

* Hoblbaum, Urk., i. S6, 87, i.sg, ii. 
15, ill. 414; Schmidt, Urkimdcilbuch. 
i. 178, 1S4: Hani. GeschichUblntt, 
1878, p. 31 ; NiUKb, Kaufgililea, 370, 
37'i 3B7; SirtoriuB, Hanse, p. xvi; 
below, pp. 394. J95, 199. 

' W»utere, Lib. Com., 586-589, and 
Preavei, 68, 334, 135, »65, 36B ; 
MirwDi, Open Dip., ii. 1035, 1017; 
Wamkooig, Pland., i. 351; ibid., ed. 
Gheldoir, ii. 339 ; Vaoderkindere, Arte- 
velde, 64; Foituyn, 197, 303, 118; 
HohtbaDin, i. 449, iii. 418, 477 ; Sv- 
turiOE, Han>^ 74 ; below, pp. 190-398. 
For ■ blbliogiapby of Frtnch fflit, »ec 
London Liv. Comp., v. 390: this Rc> 
potl, V. 38,^-396, ilUo gives n sketch of 
the modern falstoiy uf cootineatBl gilds. 

' Wi1d>, Gildenwoen, 371-18S. 

' Lalles, DiriltD, ij-51 j Rciuco, 
DizloDirio, III*, >t9, 185, 386, 634: 



llcgcl, Siadlcvtrf., ii. 157; Fidc«. 
Forsch., iv. 357. 

* Cotze, Stendal, 103, 109; Hohl- 
baum, ii. 35. }6; Nitueh, GenoHcn- 
tchaften, 16 ; Schles. Urk., p. xiril. 

' NitiKb, Ksufgllden, 371-374, 387- 
391, uid Gcnou., l8'i3, i6 \ Giry, SL 
Omer, 375. 181; Brcntano, p. evil j 
c(. below, pp. 398, 399. 

■ W«ulcil, Lib, Com., 178, 179, and 
Gildes, 711: Giry, St. Omer, 183; 
Van Mieria, Charlerbock, i. jjG 1 Hiihl- 
bRum, Urk., 1. 144, 145 ; Nitiich, 
Kaufgiiden, 373 ; Gotre, SCcndBl, 103 ; 
GeDgler, Codex, 471, 473; Wilds, 
Gildenweaen, 174, 184; Moke, Mmin, 
i. 193! below, p. 396. C(. Pappcn- 
heim, Schutigildcn, 136-138; W«i 
PicuTei, 365, 368. A ctaflsmao wai 
generally admitted to a mercantile 
fiatemily if he agreed to r 
craft. 
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and more rigorously enforced than in England. The craft societies 
first appear on the Continent, as in England, early in the twelfth 
century '. As commerce developed they multiplied, and the crafts- 
men severed whatever connection they may once have had with 
the Merchant Gild. There was probably in some cities a process 
of elimination or disintegration of the Gild into craft fraternities 
similar to that which occurred in England. Nitzsch has traced out 
this 'Scheidungsprocess ' in Germany'. The comprehensive cha- 
racter of the Gild Merchant was no longer necessary when each 
class of craftsmen had its own fraternity. 

There is no esact parallel in England to the great continental 
revolution of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by which 
the crafts threw off the yoke of patrician government and secured 
more independence in the management of their own affairs and 
participation in the civic administration, — in some cases even a 
monopoly of the latter, the civic constitution being remodelled with 
the craft fraternities as a basis '. True there were popular uprisings 
in England; hut they were generally class conflicts between the 
poor and the rich, the ' burgenses minores ' and the ' majorcs,' 
'potentes,' etc., the crafts as such seldom taking part in these 
tumults '. While the continental municipalities were drifting from 
an aristocratic to a more democratic regime in the fourteenth 
century, those of England were drifting in the reverse direction, 
toward oligarchy, toward government by a close 'select body".' In 



' Stieda. Zimftnreien, 31, 13; Von 
Miiirer, Stadtcverf., ii. 3.16 ; Von Below, 
Stadlgemcinde, 71 ; Aniold. Fieisladle, 
i. 951: Fagoiez, Ind. , 4; Koituyn, 
111; Wilda, Gildcnwnen. 313. There 
are traces of ■ continiunce of the 
RoDian 'collegia' id eomc parts of 
Italy. Foteiample, there wMa'ichoU, 
piscatomm ' in Ravenna in the tenth 
century. (Perrcn*, Florence, i. 190; 
Hiillman, Stadlewcsea, i. 311 ; Hegel, 
Slidteveif., 1. 1^6, ii, 365,) Fagniei 
■unniscs that the Kntchen' Fraternity 
and the Hftnse of Paris bad a con- 
lianons exlslence from Roman times 
(Indoslrie, 3). Cf. Pigeonnean, Com- 
merce, i. 115, tiS. 

' Niliieh, Geno»»eii!chaftcn, 33, 
Kaufgildcn. 376, 383, tt fail. Cf. 
Giilie, .Stcndal, 97-119, Hi; Wilda, 



Glldenwe«ea, a66 ; Ennen, Koln, i. 
536, S37. 

■ Von Manrer, ii. 540-713; Bren- 
tano, pp. criii-ciiii ; Genglei, Coiet, 
1^4.1/ fiasi. ; Ennen, Kolo, ii. 773-815; 
Scbmoller, Strsssbnig's BlUthe, 33, 34 ; 
Arnold, Frciiladle, ii. i^\,etuq. ; Giry, 
Si. Omer, 160-164, 34^' 349i *'"^ 
RoDen, i. 40-43, 440, 441; Lnchaicc, 
Inst., ii. 161 : Moke, Mtcnrs, i. 197, 
ii. 11-13, iSSp 'S6; Wauters, Lib. 
Com,, 594-603 ; H^el, Sladtevcrf 
Ililieni. il. 167-171 : Leo, Italien, ii. 
170; Fortuyn, 151-168, [87-194, ^°9- 
J16, 134-13S; Wenielbnrger. Nieder- 
lande, i. 171-173; Perrcos, Florence, 
i. 109-113 ; Schlcs. Urbnnden, p. xxv. 

' llrtd. ' 



speaking of the continental revolution writers often err in caliiug 
the town government a Merchant Gild, in some cases where the 
patricians formed no real fraternity and had no organic connection 
with a Gild Merchant, in other cases where the civic aristocracy 
was a Gild but not a mercantile fraternity '. 

Many eminent hisloHans have contended that on the Continent 
Gild and borough, gildsinen and burgesses, were identical terms, 
and that the whole civic constitution was derived from the Gild \ 
The evidence presented to support this view is very unsatisfactory, 
often indeed a mere emanation of the writer's mind to support 
a preconceived theory. 

According to one of the most recent authorities, this theory is 
now being gradually abandoned in Germany : ' Die Vorliebe fur 
die Gildetheorie nimmt in demselben Grade ab, in welchem die 
Kenntniss der deuischen Verfassungsgeschichie vorschreitet '.' In 
Germany the gildsmen were not identical with the burgesses, nor 
the Gild administration with the civic administration *. The 
meetings of the municipal council sometimes took place in a gild- 
hall; but this circumstance may be as easily explained as the 



' What Cervinus in 1835 said of 
Wilda applies lo many modem writers : 
' In der guiien ZeJl vor dem vieriehoten 
Jabrliuaderl, vor dem Aufkommcn der 
Handwerksgilden, wo ein PatHciat sich 
in alien Stadlen von Huropa in den 
ausscblioiUcben Bcaiu d« K^eiung 
sctit, sieht CI untcr diecen adeligen 
Geschlechtem AUa von Gilden und 
Uenoiaaiichsften wimmeln.' (.Klelne 
HiU. Scbriften, 481.) There is do 
meation of any palrician Altburger- 
gildc in Germany before the thirteenth 
century (Arnold, Fieistadlc, i. 360*. 
Thii atd bargher Gild— in the lowni 
in which it really enisled— wai nol 
neccBiaiily identical nilh the Uild 
Merchant Sec below, p. 187, n, 5, 

* Waulen, Ub. Com., 19. 30, J65. 
s66, aSi ! Ciry, Sl Omer, 153. 375. 
178, iBi. 181 ; Brentano, EnglUh Cildi, 
pp. xcili, tt Iff. ; Raepuet, CEuttm, t. 
H^> 343; Gierltcv Genoti., i, 343, J50; 
Vandenpeereboom, Ypriana, ii i-3<i, 
and Gildei, 144, 951-J54: Gotte, 
Stendil, gS, lot, lOi, 114, I43 ; 
D'Hemuuiiarl, 13 ; De Lcltcnhove. 



Flandrc, i. 147 ; FrensdoifT, Dortnitin- 
der Slittnten, pp. lit-K ; Warnkonig 
und Stein, Fianc, i. 180 ibut cT. ibid,, 
i. 163, and Wanikbnlg, Fland., 1. 33]- 
335^. 

, Stadlgemeinde, 56, 



Cf. what Heu 



In 1S71: 



Mir Bcheiot ra . . . dast eigenllich dicM 
Auflnisung . . , jetit als antiqaiert ra 
belrachten sei ' (Stadtverf., 11). 

' ' Ilem decreveiunt qnod qaicunqDC 
pro hoc delicto reacqnireC a dominlbut 
coQsalibus [i.e. civic council of Sicndal] 
citilitolem, simililet a magiiliii guide 
confratemilatcm reacqnirece debeict, ac 
si earn antea nun hibnisset.' (Hohl- 
baum, Urk., ii. 16, a.d. 1304.) See 
also Von Below, 2g, 31, 33, 45, 56, 68 ; 
Von Mauier, Stadteverf, i. 169, 170, 
373 ; Cengler, Codex, 120; Eoacn 
und Eckcrt;!, Kiiln. i. 148, 149 ; Eimcn, 
Kobi, i. J33, 534: Hi^l. Chronikcn, 
dv. pp. xlvi-lvi ; Hohlbaum. Urk., lii. 
4I4, 415: Nitzich, Kaufgilden, 378, 
379- 384. 3S6 ; tfeuikr, Bucl, 1 16 ; 
Gotie, Stendal, 103. 
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identity of gild-hall and town-hall in England '. Hegel, one of 
the best authorities on municipal history, holds that there is no 
basis to the hypothesis that the Merchant Gild originally ruled 
the town and was the germ of the municipal constitution. He 
argues very cogently that there are no facts to support this theory, 
and that, when the Gild Merchant first appears in towns, it clearly 
occupies a subsidiary- place in the civic polity. Nothing short of 
a burghal revolution, he contends, could have changed the Gild 
from a dominant to a subordinate body. Bm neither the con- 
stitution of the towns nor the records in their archives bear any 
trace of such a revolution'. In like manner, Von Maurer' and 
Von Below * protest strongly against this theory ; and it is wholly 
rejected by Heusler and Arnold. Wilda, who may be regarded 
as the originator of the theory, was obliged to admit that he could 
advance very little evidence to maintain it : ' Manches deulsche 
Stadtwesen hat sich wohl aus solcher kaufmannischen Altbiirger- 
giide entwickelt, aber es lasst sich . . . nicht mit Gewissheit nach- 
weisen '.' Gierke, who strongly inclines to exaggerate the influence 



' Above, I'p. 80-8.1. ■ Die eiafachste 
ErUanuig fiir diesc TbatuKbe Ul dtxh 
gewiss aucb hier wkderum die richlige. 
Miin benalite iq den Rathsversamm- 
Inngcn das Gildehaus offenbar desbalb, 
weil maa nach die Kcisien der Erbaaung 
eines b«5onderen KslhhHUses schente. 
Wit habeo in modeniea Verhallniuen 
uhlreicbe Aailogicn daftir. Die DorC- 
gctnciaden habcn ja regclmasstg keia 
eigenes Gcmeindehaiu, sandcrn be- 
nnuen Tut ihre Zwecke die Dor&chenke 
Oder das SchuIhaDS . . . Auch im Mit- 
teUUer finde ich eine Aiialo};ie. welche 
jcoes Argument entkraflet : ia Womis 
bcnatzle man vor dei Erbaaung cines 
eigenen Katbhaasea den Biscbof^of ta 
Ralhsiitinngen." (Von Below, 69,) Cf. 
Von Mnurcr, Slidteverf,, i. [69: Giry, 
SL Omer, 175. In GcrroBny the Icnn 
'gildhall' w^ lately used as the de- 
signation of the towa-hall (Gengler, 
Stadtrechttalt., 310). 

■ Sybel's HiU. Zeitichiift. xlii 335, 
336. Throughout his argument Hegel 
bai DoTttnoiid paiticuliirlf in mind. 

' Stadteverf,, i. ifi6, 169, ii. 873- 
177. 



• Stadtgemeinde, ig-i}, 45, 46. s*> 
68, 69. 

* Gildenwesen, 139, Wilda (ibid., 
pp. 145-166) contends that an old 
' SchDlzgtlde ' or ' Allbiirgergilde ' was 
gencrsily the germ of Ihe municipal 
polity. He certaioly does not [>iove 
thii; nor do bii followers, e, g. 
Gierke (GenosB., i, 143-350) and Fap- 
penheim (SchutigLlden, 54-67, ^iS- 
436), They itH to prove that any 
luch gilds exiited btlari: ibe twelfth 
century, much less thai the Utter were 
the basil of tbe civic coneti lotion. 
Two of the liest autborities on Geiman 
municipal biilory have been unable 
to find an ' Allbiirgergilde ' before 
the thirteenth century (AraoW, Frei- 
sliidte, i. 360; VonMaiirer,SlBdtcverf, 
i. 166. Cf. Gervinns, 4S1-4S5 : Gdtze, 
99 ; Brentano, icvi). In fact, Von 
Maurer says : ' Altbiirgergilden und 
SchuWgildcn aber, wie diesei Wilda, 
Gierke, u. a, behauplen, baben sich in 
Deutichland nitgendi gebildet . . . Ea 
iindet lich ... in keiner deulscben 
Stadt von soluben Schulcgilden und 
Kriedensgililen auch nur eine Spur ' 
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of the Gild, makes a similar admission : ' I^st sich auch in keiner 
deutschen Stadt cin unmiltelbares Hervorgchen der Stadtverfassung 
aus einer alien Kaufmannsgilde nachweisen ... so sind doch cinzelne 
Elemente aus der Verfassung einer Handelsinnung auch in deutsche 
Stiidteverfassungen iibergegangen '.' Nitisch, whose essays ' throw 
much liyht on the history of German Gilds, tried in vain to find 
such evidence ; what he advances in support of this theory is 
conjecture not proof. 

In France and Belgium recent authorities are adopting the view 
that the Gild was only one of various factors that aided in the 
development of the communal or civic constitution '. In Italy 
the ' consoli de' mercanti ' and the ' consoli del comune ' were dis- 
tinct officers ; the Gild Merchant was not coextensive with the 
whole area of municipal administration or with the totality of the 
burgesses '. There is evidence to show that the same is true of the 
Netherlands' and Denmark*. 

The omission of all mention of the Gild in most of the charters 



(Sladtcverf., 1, 166). Hcnslet also 
rightly obsenet : 'Sobalil man den 
BegrifF der Schutigilde fiir die Frage 
der EnlstL-bang der Stadtverfassung vei- 
Weilhen nnd bcslimml (aiien will, ler- 
rlnnt er nnter den Handcn ' (Stodtverf., 
13). — There is a lendency to identify 
this so-called ' Altbiirgcrgilde ' with 
the Gild Merchant (Gierke, i. 143 ; 
Nitisch, Genossenich,, 34 ; Brenlano, 
cb. iif) ; bnl these two categories of 
Gilds are not to be con^wd, 

' Ccnosscnsch,, I. .14s- 

' Niedenl. Genoss., and Nicderd. 
Kaorgildoi, fasiim. 

' Lachaire, Inst.,ii. 159-161 ; Drioiu. 
Auoc, ]£(>, 157, 160, i6t. The follow- 
ing writer* Tigorouslycombolihelheory 
that the Gild was the basis of the 
monlcipalit; : Vanderkindere, Magis- 
trals, fr-7 ; Ceuleoccr. CommDncs Bei- 
ges, 158-163. 163 ; Semidioti, Tr^ve 
de Dieo, ii. 114-117. In St. Omer the 
gild-olhcen and lown-oflicers. gild- 
jurisdi>.-titin and (owii-JQri»liclion, sccni 
lo me to have been distinct in (he 
twelfth cetitary; so lo-i the 'homines 
de ghilda' and the 'civci' of Knuen. 
See Chanel, llisl.dc KoDen.i. 141-24^; 
Pigeonnean, 



* Lattes, Dirilto, 33-56 ; Leo, Italien, 
ii. 166 ; Reuuco, Didoitario, ai8 ; 
Giadid, Istorin Mnoic, It. App. ; 
Hegel, Stadteverf,, ii. 146, 257. Other 
material illustrsting the sobject maj 
probably be fonnd in Monumenla 
Historiac Patriae and in Ijistig'it Ent- 
wickelungswege und (Juellen des Han- 
dcUrechls, to which I have not access. 
Ijitles givei a long list of sonroes for 
the history of the Gild Merchant. See 
also Weber. Handel sgeacilschaften, 16S- 
170; and Minioni, Bibliogralia, dted 
by.Supino, p. 514. For the later his- 
tory of Italian trade (ratcmities, see 
Supino. Corporal ion i. 

* ' Si quis bnrgcnsis non confrater 
dicte gnlde , , . persolvat haniam,' etc. 
(below, p. 397). This passage thowi 
(hat in Mechlin in IJ76 there were 
burgcsBcs who were not In Ihe Gild. 
See also Wantera, Lib. Com., Prcavts, 
334t '.15. '^^' >^9 i Van Miecit, I. 
356 ; Feilh, De Gildii Groa.. 77, 78 ; 
Miraeus. Opera Dip., ii. 10)5-1017; 
Weniclbarger, i. 171 ; Hdhlbanm, Ulk., 
i. 449; Forschtingen, ii jij, jifi. 
Cf. also nbovc, note 3, and below, 
pp. 396-398. 

* Wilda, Gildcnwcsen, 371-388. 
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and other burghal muniments of the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
bears testimony against the theory, that town and Gild, town-law 
and gild-law, were then identical. In the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries the merchant fraternities often became an integral part 
of the town constitution with political functions ; but this position 
was shared with them by the craft gilds. Wherever we find any 
early Gild Merchant possessing political, in distinction from com- 
mercial, functions (for example, representation in the civic council, 
power to appoint certain civic judicial officers, etc.), this may be 
accounted for by the general social influence of the Gild, which 
usually comprised many of the leading burgesses of a town*; 
in later times this political power of the Gild was frequently a 
result of the * Zunftrevolution.' The Gild Merchant was merely 
grafted on the municipal constitution ; it was not the germ of the 
latter. 

The current of investigation on the Continent seems to be setting 
against the old artificial theories of the origin of medieval municipal 
government. That drift is in the right direction. Why seek the 
germ of the burghal polity in remote ages or remote causes when 
the formation of the latter in most countries may be explained 
by a natural process of growth from the rural township? The 
Gild was only one of various elements that played a prominent 
part in this process of municipal development. 



* The civic magistrates of Copen- 
hagen in the fifteenth century were 
usually taken from the Holy Trinity 
Gild of Merchants; in Flensburg all 
the members uf the civic council be- 
longed to the Gild of St. Nicholas 
(Wilda, Gildenwesen, 283, a86). These 
are Gilds that came into existence after 
the municipal constitution of the Danish 
cities was fully formed ; no one can 



claim that, in these cases, the connec- 
tion between the Gild and the town 
authorities was due to the derivation 
of the municipal polity from the Gild. 
By a parity of reasoning, we can claim 
that such a connection in earlier times 
does not in itself prove that the town 
constitution emanated from the Gild. 
Pappenheim, p. 431, admits that Wilda's 
arguments on this point are untenable. 
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DOCUMRNTS ILLUSTRATING APPENDIX F. 

Statu let of the Gild of St. Omer. \Tn-elftk century \\ 

Haec sunt consuetu dines gilde mcrcatone. 

Si quis mercator manens in villa nostra vel in suburbio in gildam 
nostram intrare noluerit et pergens alicubi deturbaius fuerit vel 
res suas amiserit vel ad duellum fuerit provocams, omnino noslro 
carebit auxilio. 

Si quis gildam non habens aliquam waram vel corrigia vel aliud 
hujusmodi taxaverit et aliquis gildam habeiis supervenerit eo notente 
mercator quod ipse taxaverat emcl. Si quis vero gildam habens 
mercaium aliquod non ad viclum pertinens valens Vs^s. et supra- 
laxaverit et alius gildam habens supervenerit si voluerit in mcrcato 
illo porcionem liabebit, quod si forte taxator supervenienti porcionem 
contradixerit et coram decano testimonio duonim de gilda convinci 
potent quod porcionem contradixerit duos solidos emcndabil. 

Advenienti tempore potacionis jus est ut decani capitulum suum 
submoneant ipso die adslari potacioni ibique precipiant Ut hora 
nona ad sedem suam pacifice veniant, et quisque erga alium pacem 
habeat de veteri ac novo facto. 

Statutum est autem si quis aliquem ad potandum secum adduxerit 
vel filium vel nepotem vel famulum de unoquoque xii. d. dabit ; ab 
hac sententia magistros excludimus. 

Si quis vero non habens gildam ad polacionem venerit et ibi 
lateiiter bibens deprehensus fuerit Vsr s. dabit, vel in momento gildam 
emal ; inde clericos, milites et mercatores extraneos cxcipimus. 

Si quis scacchas aut patinos in gildalla attulerit dimidiam unciam 
ai^nii dabit vel x. denarios. 

• In in; the Count of Flnndcfi manent, libtfo* omne» it tcloneo f«cio 

graotiHi St, Omcr a charter which nd potlum DkhcsmudE el Cnirenini^' 

ciuually mentions the Gild :— ' Omnes dc, iGity, Si. Omcr, 371.1 For the 

qui gililam corum habeni. el ad ilUm lluisc of St. Omcr, f«e above, p. 198. 
icrtinenl, et bfrn cin^ubm vjlle lue 
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Si quis stulte contra decanos locutus fuerit, duas uncias argenti 
dabit. 

Si quis contra alium stulte locutus fuerit duobus audientibus, 
dimidiam unciam dabit. 

Si quis aliquem pugno vel pane vel lapide percusserit, non enim 
intersunt alia arma, duas uncias dabit. 

Si quis a sede sua iracundia contra alium surrexerit, unam unciam 
dabit. 

Si quis audito tintinnabulo clamorem fecerit vel se erexerit, dimi- 
diam unciam dabit. 

Si quis cyfum cum potu extra gildallam absque licencia portaverit, 
dimidiam unciam dabit. 

Si quis ad capitulum suum prima pulsante non venerit, xii. d. 
dabit; qui vero absque licentia recederit non infirmitate cogente 
xii. denarios dabit. 

De omni stulticia que agitur infra duos dies potacionis in facto 
vel verbis coram decanis respondendum est nee coram alio judice; 
sic enim definitum fuit tempore Gulurici Rabel castellani * ac divisuip 
inter Guluricum et Burgenses. 

Constitutum est ut decani vinum et ea que ad gildam necessaria 
sunt procurent quousque de acquisitis sua recipiant. 

In potacione nostra custodes portarum portas levantes burgensibus 
ad potacionem vel ad capitulum existentibus quisque unum lotum, 
quisque propinatorum i. lotum singulis noctibus, quisque hostia 
custodientium unum lotum ; si quis de gilda infirmatur et cognitus 
sit a vicinis suis singulis noctibus i. lotum. Si quis extra regionem 
fuerit, uxor ejus singulis noctibus i. lotum habebit. Si vero in 
nuptiis fuerit nuUi de vino suo respondendum est. Sacerdotes vero 
omnes ad vesperas existentes quisque singulis noctibus unum lotum; 
ideo ' omnes quorum diversorum parrochiani sumus. Gustos sancti 
Audomari qui primam sonat per quam ad capitulum nostrum adu- 
namur et nobis reliquias accommodat singulis noctibus unum lotum. 
Ideo quatuor plegii sumuntur ut si unus illorum vixerit integre 
persolvet unus [. . .] omnes plegii exstiterunt. Debitore vero mortuo 
omnes plegii liberi sunt. 

Si quis gildam emerit juvenis vel senex priusquam in cartula 
ponatur ii. d. notario, decanis vero duos denarios. 

Jus vero decanorum est ut duobus diebus ante primam cum 
notario su[o] comedant de communi in thalamo gildalle et vinum 

> AD. 1072-1083. • ? id eft, 
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tunc habeant, aliqiiod si fieri iion potest aliquo occupati negotio, 
quisqiie dccanorum ad hospitium suum per capilulum dimidium 
sextnrium habeat ; notarius autem unum lolum pro matutinali preli- 
bacione. Singulis vcro noctibus prout justum est ordinatts ac 
distributis quisque decanus ad hospitium suum unum sextanum 
habeat, notarius vero dimidium sextarium habeat. Si quis cum 
arrais portas intrare voluerit, a custodibus arma detineanlur quo- 
usque redeal vel quousque ab hospite suo aut ab ah"o sibi nolo 
pacificus esse testetur. Finita potacione et persolutis expensis 
omnibus si quid remanserit communi detur utilitati vel ad plateas 
vet ad portas vel ad ville raunicionem, postea autem omnea posteros 
in XPO monemus ut pauperum ac leprosorum misereantur. — {M/- 
moires de la Soe. des Antiquaircs de la Morime, xvii. 5-10.) 

Extracts Jrom a Charter ef Rouen. Circa 1150'. 

Item, nulla navis de tola Normannia debet eschjppare ad Hiber- 
niam nisi de Rothomago, excepta una sola cui licet eschippare de 

Caesarisburgo semel in anno. 

Item, homines Rothomagi qui de ghilda sunt mercatorum sini 
quieti de omni consueludine apud Londonium, nisi de vino et 
de crass o pi see. 

Item, ipsi cives Rothomagi habeant apud Londonium portum de 
Dunegate, sicut habuerunt a tempore Edwardi regis, tali consuetudine 
quod, si in portu illo aliquam navim invenerint, undecumque sit, 
praecipient earn auferri inde, et exspectabunt unum fluctum et 
unani ebbam ; et si navis inde ablata non fuerit, cives Rothomagi 
cordas na\'is illius rescindent, si voluen'nt, et earn sine ciamore et 
forisfacto inde depellent, et, si navis periclitabilur ex ilia depulsione, 
nemini inde respondebunt.— (CAfrwe/, Hist, de Kouen, i. 244, 245.) 

The Giids of Arras. Twe/fth Century. 

t)e caritatibus mercatorum et diversortim ministeriorum. — Verura 
sunt quedam in ecclesiis bcneficia el consuctudincs que proprie et 
specialiter caritatis nomcn retinent, ut sunt ille que dicuntur minis- 
teri.alium quibus dc sua devolione obligant caritates, quia singulis 
debent annis sancto Vedaslo de sua caritate et confraterniute, par- 
mentarii quatuor solidos, sutores decem, qui utrique suum debitum 

mled by 11(017 rUnlnpenel. Duke of Xorrnandy. 
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solempniter ad altare sancti Vedasti defenint. Porro guilda merca- 
torum debet viginti quatuor solidos, qui dicuntur de candela, quos 
scabini solvunt Quando mercatores ad suam consident caritatem, 
si cellerarius vel thesaurarius illuc mittunt, uterque ex consuetudine 
debet habere dimidium vini sextarium, in caritate vero monetariorum 
thesaurarius dimidium vini sextarium. — Multe fuerunt hujusmodi 
caritates ; sed quod in ahis refrixit in his viget. — (Cartuiaire de 
tAbbaye de Saint- Vaast d*Arras^ 191.) 

Charter of Dordrecht, Feb,y 1201. 

Ego Th[eodericus] Dei gratia Hollandie comes et Apeidis] Hol- 
landie comitissa uxor mea tam presentibus quam futuris notum 
volumus fieri, quod oppidanos nostros de Durdreth in eorum jure 
tali decrevimus libertate in predicto oppido gaudere, videlicet quod 
nuUis infra Durdreth liccat pannos ad venditionem incidere nisi 
illis qui ab hoc officio denominati sunt, eo quod pannorum incisores 
appellati sunt, et nisi in fratemitate et ansa sint oppidanorum ad 
Durdreth attinentium. Et ut hec pagina nosire institutionis rata et 
inconvulsa permaneat, eam sigillorum nostrorum appensionibus et 
testium subscriptionibus corroboravimus. Testes vero sunt hii: 
Boudinus de Hahena, Hugo de Vorne, Gerardus de Hurst, Gillis 
de Lecke, Siigerus Buth, Egidius de Wendelnesse, et scabini de 
Durdreth. Datum apud Durdreth per Willelmum not[arium] anno 
dominice incarnationis 1200, mense Februario. — (Hbhlbaum^ Hans. 
Urkundenbuch^ i. 31.) 

Charter of Calais. August ^ 12 10. 

Ego Reginaldus, comes Bolonie, et Ida, uxor mea, Bolonie comi- 
tissa, notum fieri volumus tam presentibus quam futuris quod nos 
scabinos de villa nostra de Kaleis et probos homines nostros de 
eadem villa et omnes infra banleucam de Kaleis habitantes, a com- 
munitate aliorum hominum nostrorum de terra de Merc separavimus, 
ita quod jura sua et libertates suas, sicut eas habebant ante quam 
a predicta communitate separati essent, possidebunt. Si autem 
scabini vel queremanni super se judicium habuerint quod dicere 
nesciant et diffinire, apud Merc de judicio illo suam facient inquisi- 
tionem ; et si apud Merc super hoc docti esse non poterunt, judi- 
dum illud inquirent apud Breborc. Concessimus etiam predictis 
burgensibus quod quando assisiam suam facient, quod de omnibus 
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catallis que infra banleucam suam erurt que per aspectum (?) scabi- 
nonim debebunt assederi, assisiam suam factant. Dedimus igitur 
et concessimus sepedictis burgensibus quod infra banleucam suam 
habcant gueldam mercatoriam, adeo libere et quiete ut illam habent 
illi de Merc. Actum apud Kaleis anno ab incarnatione Domini 
M"CC" decimo mense augusto.^{ Waiiten, Lib. Com., Preuves, 
67, 68.) 

The Naiise or Gild 0/ UtrtdU. De;., 1251. 

Nos sculletus, scabini, consulcs ac jurati civitatis Trajectensis pro 
communi utilitate statuimus, ne quis deinceps vendaC vas vini vel 
amplius alicui qui illud velit vendere ad tappum in Trajecto, nisi 
emptor ilUus vini sit civis Trajectensis, solvens precarias [sive] 
exactiones, et ad alia onera civitatis sit asCrictus. Statuimus etiam, 
ne aliquis nomine alicujus qui noii est civis Trajectensis, vel ad opus 
ejusdem, vinum ad tappum vendere presumat. Si quis autem contra 
haec staiuta nostra venerit, ipse tenebilur solvere pro pena decern 
libras, vel civitatem exibil, non mcrcaturus per annum unum. In- 
super reus erit erga nos juramenti nosiri lesi. Insuper mercalorcs 
Reni, cives nostri, istud factum nostrum approbantes, inter se com- 
promiserunt, quod, quicunque ex eis hoc slatutum nostrum infrt^erit, 
hansa sua sit versus Renum privatus, et numquam earn recuperet, 
nisi pro pena solvat marcam, et nullus infra annum unum commerca- 
tionem cum eo faciet. Quod si quis fecerit, ipse similiter erit hansa 
sua privatus, non recuperaturus earn, nisi marca data ; et si ipse solus 
emeril vinum Colonic', hoc nullus fratrum hanse potabil Trajecti ; 
et si quis potaverit et de hoc convictus fuerit per duos aldermannos, 
hansa sua care bit. Actum anno Domini 1351 indie Lucie virgin is*. — 
{Forsehungen zur Veufschen Gesch., ix. 524.) 



Charter of the Gild of Goslar. A fay, 1152. 

Willehelmus, Dei gracia Romanorum rex semper augustus, universis 
^cri imperii fidelibus, presentcm paginam inspccturis graciam suam 



' Thii seems to refer lo a rcloil w ine- 
dckter who buj* the wine diiectly frum 
Colof^e, and nut Irom or Ihiough a 
mcnber (■( tbe Gild. (Fartcbniigcti, U. 
516.) 

' These tct^ialions were fiiit idbcIc 
in iiiy Ihc llmis? < 



lo in Ihis (lo.:umcnl consiidcd of mcr- 
chnnis of Uircchi who txai^stA the 
piivil^e of trailing alung the Khioe, 
i.e. 'hansa vciaui Renum.' (Ibiil., 
3'S' 5'^I iluhibaDin, UtIitinileDlnich, 
i. 86.) 
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et onine bonum. Cupientes ex affectu benigno et benignitate regia 
fideliom noslrorum providere comodis et quieti, nolum facimus 
universis quod nos mcrcalorihus Goslariensibus dilectis fidelibus 
noslris conservabimus omnem libertatem et jura, que juste ab anti- 
quis imperatoribus hactcnus habuerunt, et volumus quod Tratemitas 
ipsorum, que Iheutonice gelde vocatur, in ipsa civitate Goslarie in 
statu tali permaneat, videlicet, quod nullus sine consensu ipsorum 
pannos incidere presumat. Si vero aliquis contra id facere pre- 
sumpserit, quocienscumque fecerit, in ullionem sue temeritalis duas 
marcas argenti componat, unam advocato civitatis solvendam, aliam 
ad muros civitatis resarciendos. Datum Goslarie, anno Domini 
1152, sabbato post diem pasce. — {Forschungen zitr Ikutiehen Gmh., 
xi. .45 '.) 



Statutes 0/ the Gild of MiddcBurg. June, 1271. 

In nomine patris et filii et spiritus sancti, amen. Nos Florencius 
comes HoUandie concessimus hec instituta, que subscripta sunt, 
confraterniiaii mercatorum Middelburgcnsium in perpetuum dura- 
tura. Hec igitur, que jam dicti mercatores provida deliberatione 
el communi studio ad universomm qui in dicta confraternitate sunt 
uiilitatera et honorem slatuerunt, volumus rata et firma permanere 
statuentes, ut nulii quicquam de subscriptis inslitutionibus propria 
auctoriiaie [absque] communi consilio addere vel minuere sive eciam 
immutare ticebit. 

In hac ergo nullus earum artium, que mechanice dicuntur, esse 
concediturofficialis ut sunt fullo, sutor calciatorum, pellifex, tinctor, 
textor, faber, carpentarius, piscium carniumque venditor vel ille 
qui pisces sive carnes assat vel coquit venales ; illi etiam qui caseum, 
butyrum, adipem vel unguentem aut sepum vel hiis similia venalia 
habent, ab hac fraternitate removentur; mercator etiam, qui vulgo 
mercenarius dicitur, sartor vel sutor vestium, conductivus braxator, 
qui in propria persona braxat vel proprio coUo in domum suam 
vel ex ea aquam portavit, auriga, nauta, qui scuteman dicitur, 
venditor veterum vestium ex consuetudine, percussor lane, caldari- 

' lo 1190 King Rudolf restored to prefatos mercalotM hacleims aliqn« 

Goilar ill old privil^ea including the temeritmle in juribas ipsomin et in 

Gild Merchant : — ' honorabilei viri, indiione punnoruni imj^cdire premmat.' 

mercatorei videlicet diilBlis Goslarie (Hobltanm, Urkundenbucb, i, 159, iii. 

qaandam ftllerattatcm habaerunl. que 4T4O 
inningc sell glide appcllatur . . . nullus 
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orum compositor vel emendator simili modo a dicta fraterniiate 
excluduntur. Quicunque eciam huic confraternitati adjungere se 
voluerit, nee spoelen nee sceren debet nee barbam alicujus pro 
precio ut barbitonsor conductivus radere. Nulius eciam merca- 
lorum CO nfraterni talis debet naves inferius quani ad instrumcntura, 
quod scamnum mali dicitur, frangere ncc eciam proprio collo ligna 
ad sepem bajulare ; nullus quoque ex dictis fratribus debet ligna 
pro condiictiva mercede incidere vel secare, insuper nee oves tondere 
nee lanam manutenus ad forum vendere nee pisces cujusquam 
generis per manum ad forum vendere poterunt. Molendinarius 
vero et illi qui poma vel pira vel alterius cujusquam generis fructus 
in foro vendunt, modo excluduntur supradicto. Sutoribus licebit 
tamen ad nundinas ea ferre et referre que ad ofRcium suum spectanl 
ct eis competunt, nee tamen prius talia vendere poterunt quam ea 
suo officio fuerint adaptata et signata, ut si pelles emerint cujus- 
quam generis, priusquam ab eis vendantur, comua cum caudis 
dictis pellibus ampuientur. Pellifices et vendilores velerura vestium, 
emendatores caldarlorum et carpentarii eadem licentia donantur. 

Quicunque duas uncias HoUandie vel amplius valens de foro 
ad forum attulit ex parte orientali de Mase vel ex parte occidental! 
de Zwene comitate Flandrie excepta debet hansare. 

Quicunque palerna successione liber confratemitatem istam ac- 
quirere voluerit in hoc oppido, sexaginta denarios usualis el tegalia 
monete in Middelburg dabit comiti, hansc duos denarios, 

Quicunque vloccatos pannos fieri fecerit et a Iribus mercatoribus 
convictus fuerit, tres libras emendabit et ipse ad emendam pannos 
portabit. Nulli licet ut vinum . . . [lacuna in MS.] facial venale, 
nisi fuerit confrater, et hoc sub positione predicta ; hujus emende 
terciam partem confraternitati [dabit], aliam terciam formatores, 
uitimam terciam accusatores habebunt. Nulli licet pannos, qui vulgo 
ghewand dicuntur, incidere venales in halla de Middelburg, nisi ibidem 
confratemitatem mercalorum habuerit, [quodj qui infregerit. Ires li- 
bras emendabit, que in antedictos usus similiter convertentur. 

De omni autem emenda, que in co nfraterni late acciderit et que 
per formatores sive per comitem hanse ad satisfaclionem in dicta 
fraiemitate non poleril coherceri, debet ad pretorium de Middelburg 
requiri et dupliciter emendari; quidquid tunc de emenda ad con- 
fraternitatem [prccipienda] ' super [extra manel], nos duas partes el 
oppidum terciam partem illius emende optinebit. 



Thee. 
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Preterea decrevimus et volumus quidquid formatores per scabinos 
et juratos electi vel eligendi ad promocionem et utilitatem dicte 
confratemitatis ad falsitatem reprimendam sub suo juramento statuunt 
vel duxerint statuendum, ratum erit et firmitatem optinebit incon- 
cussam, ac si in presenti scripto lucide exprimeretur, hoc salvo si 
per formatores, quos scabini et jurati predict! communi consilio 
ad hoc elegerint, aliquid in hiis presentibus litteris nostris ad pro- 
mocionem dicte fratemitatis ordinata existant seu in posterum 
aliquid ab eis ordinentur in dicto negocio et ea nobis corrigenda 
videantur, dum factum suum et processum examinaverimus, ilia 
omni dolo et fraude exclusis mutabimus et corrigemus bono modo. 

In cujus rei testimonium presens scriptum sigillo nostro com- 
muniri fecimus et signari. Datum apud Thelinghe, anno Domino 
millesimo ducentesimo septuagesimo primo, feria secunda post 
octavas penthecostes *. — (Hohlbaum^ Urkundenbuchy i. 244, 245.) 

Statutes of the Gild of Mechlin. August^ 1276. 

Nos Walterus Berthaut, dominus Machlinie, notum facimus uni- 
versis presentes litteras inspecturis, quod nos ad petitionem bur- 
gensium nostrorum Machlinie tale jus eis dedimus in gulda Mach- 
linie quam a nobis tenent, et super hoc decanos ipsius guide judices 
constituimus, quod quicumque burgensis Machliniensis vellet facere 
communionem ad detrimentum dicte guide, si sit confrater dicte 
guide et convictus fuerit per simplicem assertionem duorum bur- 
gensium, jus perdet predicte guide, et si se voluerit excusare, non 
potest nisi cum quatuor burgensibus, factis sacrosanctis. Si vero 
extraneus fuerit, jus perdet et sustentationem civitatis. Burgensis 
vero qui tali presumptori communicaverit, si confrater guide fuerit, 
perdet eam et libram unam denariorum. Si vero confrater predicte 
guide non fuerit, perdet libram tantum et sustentationem civitatis. 

Dedimus etiam eidem guide Machlinie talem libertatem in per- 
petuum quod infra dominium nostrum et terram nostram et subdi- 
torum nostrorum nulla gulda seu confraria a nobis aut successoribus 
nostris vel ab aliquibus possit de novo constitui aut elevari per quam 
dicta gulda Machlinie dampnum valeat incurrere vel gravamen. 

Statuimus etiam si quis burgensis, non confrater dicte guide, 
tamquam mercator ultra Mosam perrexerit, persolvat hansam, vide- 
licet sex solidos et quatuor denarios Colonienses. Si vero fuerit 

* The paragraphing is mine, not that of the MS. 
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de officio fullonum aut textor[um] aut celeri ftillonis officio, solvat 
dupliciter hansam aniedictam. £t qui ultra Scaldam perrex[er]it tam- 
quam mercator, solvct sex solidos et octo denarios sterlingonim, 
si non fuerit confrater sepedicte guide. Si vero fuerit de oRido 
textorum aut fullonum vel ceteri fuUonis officio, solvel similiter in 
duplo dictam hansara, 

Statuimus insuper quod cuslodes, qui dicunlur warditrs prefate 
guide, custodiant ac precaveant, quod dicitur wardercH, omnibus 
statiles ad pressorium Mechlinienscm. 

Volumus etiani firmiter precipientes judiciario nostro Mechliniensi 
quotiens a decanis prenominale guide fuerit requisiius, quando- 
cumque ipsi decani impotentcs fuerint ad justiciam faciendam de 
presumptoribus dicie guide, quod ipse justiciarius ex parte nostra 
conccdat jpsis decanis potestatcm judjcandi de dictis presumptoribus 
et de omnibus que spectant ad guldam memoratam. De omnibus 
autem forefactis que inde provcnient, cxcepta dicta hansa que 
specialiter spectat ad dictam guldam, nos desuper W'alterus Berthaut 
et nostri successorcs habehimus nicdietatem et dicta gulda reliquam 
medietatem, supra Novam terram, et in Machlinia capiemus quar- 
tam partem, dominus episcopus Leodiensis quarlam partem, dicta 
gulda quartam partem, et dicti decani quartam partem. 

In cujus rei testimonium et ne quis posset in posterum a nobis 
aut a nostris successoribus super permissis oriri materia questionis, 
presenles litleras sigilli nostn munimine. una cum sigillis dilecti 
filii nostri primogeniti et guide Machliniensis contulimus supradictc 
guide sigillatas. Actum et datum anno Domini M.CC.LXX sexto, 
quinto kalcndas septembris. — {Haulers, Lib. Com., Preuves, 334, 
>3S-) 

The Gild")}/ Halbersladl. Jan., 1191. 

Nos Vulradus Dei gratia Halberstadensis ecclesie episcopus tenore 
prescntium recognoscimus et publice protestamur, lilteras honora- 
bilium civium Goslariensis civitatis, immo consulum et rectorum 
civitatis ejusdem recepisse, per quas discordia jamdudum habita inter 
burgcnses nostre civitatis Halb' ex una et cives Quedeligburgenses ex 
altera [parte] est sopita, in quibus videlicet litteris expressc contine- 
batur, quod nullus lextor potest vel debet in aliqua civitate nullo 
etiam tempore, uhi non habet consortium mercalorum, quod vulgari- 
ter inningc appcllatur, pannos incidcre, nisi doccre possit quod td ex 
antiqiia ronsuctudine ct sine ccntradiclione fecent. Unde cum in 
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nostra civitate consuetude fuerit actenus observata et a nobis appro- 
bata, ut nullus textor carens consortio mercatorum possit incidere 
pannos in eadem, predictam consuetudinem in nostra civitate Halb' 
presentibns roboramus et volumus tarn in nundinis quam extra in 
sepedicta nostra civitate inviolabiliter observari. In cujus rei testi- 
monium sigillum nostrum duximus presentibus apponendum. Datum 
anno Domini MCCXCI, in die beatorum Fabiani et Sebastiani.--^ 
{Urkundenlmch der Stadt HcUbtrstadt^ i. 193.) 

Charter of the Gild of BrcukeL March^ i309' 

Nos Burchardus miles dictus de Asseborg et Hermannus de 
Brakele famulus presentium serie literarum ad noticiam presentium 
quam futurorum cupimus pervenire, quod matura consilio prehabito 
et ob petitiones mercatorum in Brakele jus inferius annotatum 
mercatorum societati, que vulgariter hanse dicitur, damus et dedimus 
in his scriptis, — scilicet ut quicunque de novo societatem eorum 
intrare voluerit, is dabit societati quindecim solidos denariorum in 
Brakele legalium, de quibus nobis sive dominis oppidi Brakele tres 
solidi cedunt tantum. Insuper dabit decanis dicte societatis sex 
denarios et talentum cere, et per hoc solutus est ratione ingressionis 
hujus societatis a qualibet pensione dominorum. Pueri autem horum 
qui in societati sunt, si prefatam societatem intrare voluerint, in 
antiquo jure ipsorum permanebunt. Ceterum cum dicti mercatores 
fuerint congregati, si in sedibus et congregatione ipsorum aliquis 
excessus inter ipsos ex furore vel iracundia, qui dicitur vulgariter 
en uplop aut en hest mot^ ex casu evenerit, hunc excessum corrigere 
poterunt, ut per hoc in hostram jurisdictionem sive dominorum 
oppidi Brakele non excedant. Si eciam aliqui forenses aut de 
ipsorum societate dictos mercatores in eorum arbitriis et statutis 
niterentur impedire, hos corrigere possunt, absque gravamine nostre 
jurisdictionis, cum mulctis ab ipsis super hoc positis et statutis. 
Hec omnia et singula ratificamus pariter et probamus, dantes super 
eo presens scriptum perpetue valiturum, nostris sigillis roboratum. 
Actum et datum dominica, qua cantatur Oculi mei semper ad 
dominuni, anno ejusdem MCCC. nono. — {Gengier^ Codex^ 267.) 

The Gilds of Florence, a.d. 1378. 

Perchb quando ne' tempi di Carlo I la cittk si divise in Arti, si 
dette capo e governo a ciascuna, e si provvide che i sudditi di 
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ciascuna Arte dai cap! suot nelle cose civili fussero giudicati. Queste 
Arti, come gik dicemmo, furono nel principio dodici ; dipoi col 
tempo tante se ne accrebbero, che elle aggiunsero a ventuna, e furono 
de tanta potenza, que le presero in pochi anni tutto il govemo della 
cittk. £ perchfe tra quelle delle pih e delle meno onorate si trovano, 
in maggiori e minori si divisero ; e sette ne furono chiamate maggiori, 
e quattordici minori. Da questa divisione e dall' altre cagioni, che 
di sopra abbiamo narrate, nacque V arroganza de' Capitani di Parte ; 
perchb quelli cittadini, che erano anticamente stati Guelfi, sotto il 
govemo de' quali sempre quel magistrato girava, i popolani delle 
maggiori Arti favorivano, e quelli delle minori coi loro difensori per- 
seguitavano. Donde contra di loro tanti tumulti, quanti abbiamo 
narrati, nacquero . . . E di tutte le Arti che aveva ed ha piii di quest! 
sottoposti, era ed fe quella della lana, la quale, per essere potentissima 
e la prima per autoritk di tutte, colF industria sua la maggior parte 
della plebe e popolo minuto pasceva e pasce. — (MachiaveUi^ Delk 
Istorie Fiorentine^ lib. iii, anno 1378.)* 



^ The following were the seven 
Greater Gilds: judges and notaries; 
merchants or cloth-dealers (* Mercan- 
tanti o Arte di Calimala ') ; money- 
changers ; wool-dealers ; silk-dealers ; 
physicians and apothecaries ; and pel- 
terers or furriers. The heads of these 
seven bodies are referred to in a docu- 



ment of 1 193. The fourteen Minor 
Gilds existed at least as early as 1236. 
For the whole subject, see Peruzzi, 
Storia del Com. de Firenze, i. 58, 59, et 
pass. ; Perrens, Florence, i. ch. iv ; and 
the documents printed in Giudici, Istoria 
Munic, iv. App. 
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Loersoh, (Hugo). Der Ingelheimer Oberhof. Bonn, 1885. 8^. 
Lottie (W. J.). A history of London, a vols. London, 1883-1884. 8«. 
London. [Historic Towns. Edited by E. A. Freeman and Wm. Hunt.] 

London, 1886. 8«. 
London and Middlesex Archaeological Society. Transactions. London, 1860^ 

etc. 8«. 
London Liv. Comp. Com. See Liv. Comp. Com. 
Longman (Wm.). History of the life and timet of Edward III. a vols. 

London, 1869. 8^ 
Luard. See Annates Monastic!. 
Luohaire (Achille). Histoire des institutions monarchiques de la France sons 

les premiers Cap^iens, 987-11 8a a vols. Paris, 1883. 8**. 
Luders (Alex.). Reports of proceedings upon controverted elections. 3 vols. 

London, 1785-1 79a 8«. 
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[i8ai]. 8«. 
Ludlow (J. M.). Gilds and friendly societies. Contemporary Review, voL xxi. 

London, 1873. 8«. 
Lyon John). The history of Dover, a vols. Dover, 181 3-1 81 4. 4^ 
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Edinbnrgh, 1873. 8*. 
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1804. 8°. 
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Hislorical vl«w of Northomberland. Second edition, a voli. Newt, 

i8Ji. 4°- 
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1834- 4"- 
MMkeneie (Geo). Work*. J vols. Edinburgh, IJiG-iJii. fol. 
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1S65. 8". 
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KMikie (Charles). Historical deicHpIion of the town of Dundee. GInagow, 
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MBitland (Wm.]. History of London. ) vols. London. )7£G, fol. 

Tbe history of Edinborgh, Edinburgh, 1753. foL 

Maltat [P, H,). De la Ligne Hansiatiquc. Geneva, 1805. 8°. 
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Edited by T. D. Hardy. English Histantai Ssx. I vOls. London, 184O, 8». 

De geatJa iionlifrcom Anglorom libri V. Edited by N, E. S. A. Hamilton. 

KbUi Striis. London, i8;o. h". 

Malyiwa (Gerard de). The centre of the circle of commerce. London, 1613, 4". 
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merchant. London, 162 a. fol. 

The maintenance of free trade. London, 1622, 8^ 

Man (John). The history and antiquities of Reading. Reading, 18 16. 4^ 
itf^TiT^iiig (Owen). The history and antiquities of Surrey. Continued by Wm. 
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Mantell (Thomas). An account of Cinque Ports meetings, called brotherhoods 

and guestlings. Dover, iSii. 40. 
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Geschichte der Markenverfassung in Deutschland. Erlangen, 1856. 8<*. 
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1871. 8o. 
Manrer (Konrad). Ueber angelsachsische Rechtsverhiiltnisse. KriHsche Ueber- 
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iS vols. Hannover, 1816-1888. fol. 

Uges. Hamiover, 1835-1889. fol. 
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iBji. 8». 
Mormnt l,Phillp). The history and antiquitiei of Colchester. 3 pCs. Londun, 
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Horet iJosCfA de). Invesllgaciones histories* de las anllgvcdades del reyno de 

Navana. Pamplona, 1766. fol. 
MoTskil (J. F.). England nndei the Nonnan occupation. Ij^ndon, 1858. 8". 
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[Mimto. Corp. Com.] Finl Kcport of ihc Commitiioners appointed to inifuire 

into the mmilcipal coq>oratian* in England and Wales. [Report and Appendix.] 

4 vols. rarl. Fapirs. 1835, vols. uiiL-iivi. London. 1835. fol. 
Analytical IndcK to the Reports of the Cummiuioncn ... in England and 

Walea. Pari. Pafiri, 1839, vol. iviij. London, 1839. fol. 

Second Report of the Commissioners (London and £>onthwark1. J^rl. 

Paptri, iSij, vol. iiv. London, 1837. fol. 

• Reports upon certain boronghi. /tar/. Faptrs, lS37-lS38,vol. uxv. Londoa, 
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First Report of tbe Commissioners appointed lo inquire into the mniiioipal 
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xxiv. [Repoil and Appentti^i in loai parti, one of which relatei to Dublin.] 
3 vols. London. 1835-183(5. fol. 

[Hun. Corp. Com.] General Report of the Commisiioneis . . . in Scotland. 
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i86[. 8". 
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Palynve (Frands). Corporate reform. London, 1833. 8°. 
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PullamentiUT Writs. S4t Palgiave, 
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Abhandlnngen, vol. iiiil. Goltingcn, 1S7S. 4°. 
Faaraon (C. H.). History of England dating the early and middle ages. 1 voU. 
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F«ok (Francisl. Academia tertia Anglicuwi or the antiquarian a 

Stamfoid. London. 1717. fol. 
pAlmaat (Thomas). A tour in Wales, 1770. London, 1778. 4°. 
Fsrwas (F. T. I, Histoire de Florence. 6 vols. Paris, 1877-1883. %". 
FbtU. Lq^. Sie Monamenta. 
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With additions by J. Peshall. London, 1 773. 4®. 
Peter (Richard) and Peter (O. B.). The histories of Laanceston and Dunheved. 
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Wotlon (Wm.). Leges Wallicae. London, 1730. fol. 
Wrlsht (Thomas^. Anglo-Saxon and Old English vocabuUries. Second cdllioo. 

Edited by R. P. WUlcker. a vols. London, 1804. 8". 

The Cell, the Roman, and the Saxon. Fourth edition. Loudon, 1885. 8°. 

The history of domcsttc manners and lenlimcnts in England daring the 

middle ages, London, i86j. 8°. 
- — - The history of Lndlow. Ludlow, 1852. 8". 

On the existence of municipal privileges onder the Anglo-Saxons. Arekaca- 

logia, vol. izxii. London. 1S47. 4*. 

Yatea 1 Richard). An illustration of the monastic hinory of Saint Edmund's 

Bury. 2 pts. London, 1S05. 4°. 
T4tea iSatnuely An history of Congleton. Congleton, iSio 8". 
Tear ISooks. Years 10-Ji, li-ai. 30-31. 3J-33. and 33-35 Edw. I ; and ii-ii 

Edw. nL Edited and tranalated by A. J. Horwood.— Years 11-13, 'S^W- 

14, and I4-T,>; Edw. IlL Edited and translated by L. O. Pike. Kolli Seriet. 

10 vols. London, 1863-1889. 8'*. 
Reign of Edw. II, London. 1678. fol. 

Reign of Edw. III. Sii Liber asslaarum. 

TMlmui ]. v.). Records ul Chcslerlleld. Chestcilitld, 1884. 8°. 

7eata (John'. Guilds and their funclioiis. /initial of Ike S<niely 0/ Arts, 

Tol xxl, Jan. 31, 187.1. London. 1873. 8'. 
Torksbire Archaeological and Topographical Assocbtioo. Journal. Loodcm, 

TouBK (Robert). Aonaliof the parish and burgh of Elgin, Elgin, 1879. &■. 



,Ludovicus^. Stalatum I'utestatis Comuni^ Pistorii 
Hcleu), The Ilansa Towns. London, 




Clarenbon ptcss, ©yfotb. 




I. LITERATUBE AND PHILOLOGY. 



DICTIONARIES, GRAMMARS, ETC. 

AITOIiO-SAZON. An An^Io-Sazon Dictionaiy, based on the 
MS. CoUectioni of the late Josifh Boswobth, D.D., Profeuor of Anglo- 
Soion, Oxford. Edited and eiiUrged b; Prof. T. N. Tollib, U.A. 
P«rlg I-III. A— SAR. 4to. 15*. each, P»rt IV. In iU iVWi. 

ARABIC. A Practical Arabic Grammar. Part T. Compiled 
bj A. O. Gbebn, Brigade Major, Boyal EnglDean. Second Edition, 
Snlargtd. Crown 8vo. 7*. 6d. 

CELTIC. Ancient Corniali Drama. Edited utd tranelated 

b7 E. NoRHiB, vith a Sketch of Corniih Gnmnur, an Andeat Comieh 
Vocabulary, etc. 3 voU. 1S59. 8to. iI. if. 

The Sketch of Cornigh Grammar separately, ititohed, 3(. 6d. 

CHIITESE. A Handbook of the Chinese Language. By 

jAUuSimillBS. 1863. Svo. hKlfboond, il. 81. 

EKGLISH. A New English Dictionary, on Historical Prin- 
oipUi: founded mainly on the material! coUected by the Philological 
Society. Vol. I. A and B. Imperial 410, half morocco, ll. i»$, 6d. 
Part IV. Section II. C— CASS [beginniag ofVol. II.) u- 
PartV. CASS— CLIVY. 111. 6<i. 
Part VI. la Ike Prtn. 
Edited by Jahs A. H. Hurbat, IX.D., with the aadrtance of many 
Scholan and men of Soience. 



Vd. ni (E, F, and O). Part I. Editml by Hbitbi Bbisibt. In lh» 
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EUaZiISH {continued). 

ElfGLISH. An Etjmolo»ical Dictionary of the Gnglinh 
Laiiguat'o- By W. W, Skbat, litt.D. Second Edition. 4to. iJ. 4>. 

A Concise Etymological Dictionary of the English Lan* 

guage. By W. W. Sie*t, l4tt.D. Tftirrf Edilion. Crown 8vo. 5*. M, 

A Concise Dictionary of Middle English, from a.b. 1 150 

to 15S0. By A. L. MiiMW, M.A., tnd W. W. Sk«at, Litt. D, Crown 

Svo, halfrDMi, 71. 6d. 

A Middle-Englis^h Dictionary, containing Words ased 

by Engliflli WritsM from the Twelfth to the Rfteenlh Century. By 
Fhahcjb Uenhi STBATNANif. A Hiic Edition, Re-unnRed, Beviied, 
KDd Eulaigtil by Benbt Bbicliy. SmdU 4t«. i^ l k. M. Nearly r»adg. 

OBEEK. A Greek-English Lexicon, by H. G. Liddell, D.D., 

and Robert Scorr. D.D. SeveiiUi Edition, Stcited and Augmnled 
throtighoat. 4to. li. i6». 

An intermediate Greek -English Lexicon, abridged from 

LiDDSLL and Scott's Seventh Edition. Sm»U ^to. 114. 6d. 

A Greek-English Lexicon, abridged from Liddell and 

Soott'g 4to. ediUon, chiefly for the uw of ScUqoU. Square 1 mo. 71. 6d. 

A copious Greek -English Vocabulary, compiled from 

the best autboritiue. 1G50. s^mo. 31. 

Etymologicon Magnnm. Ad Codd. mss, recensuit et 

□ntia vu-iorum initruiit T. GaesfobD, S.T.F. 1S4S. fol. iLim. 

Suidae Lexioon. Ad Codd. mss. recensuit T. Gaispord, 

H.T.P. Tomi in. 1834. fol. 2I. It. 

HEBBEW. The Book of Hebrew Roots, by Abu VWai.Id 
Makwan IBS JanIb, otberwi IB called RabbI YSNia. Now fir»t edited, 
with kn appendix, by Ad. NGl'tiAL*i:i(. 1875. 410. ll. 71. 6d. 

A Treatise on the uee of the Tenses in Hebrew. By 

8. E. Dhiveb, D.D. Second Edition. Eitr* fcop. 8vo, 7». 6rf. 

ICELAKDIC. An Icelandic-English Dictionary, based on the 

MS. coUectiom of tlie late RiCHaBd CleaSbt, EdIu'ijhI nnd Oompleted 
by G. Vror£'9SON, M.A. With an Introdaotion, and Life of Bichard 
deaiby, by G. Wibob DiSMi, D.C.L. 410. 3^, 7». 

A List of English Words the Etymology of which is 

llloBtrated by comparison with lo«landio. Prvpnred in the farm of ma 
Appendix to the above. By W. W. Skeat, Litt.D. ililahed, ». 




IGEXiAHDIC. An Icelandic Primer, with Grammar, Notes, 
and Uluawry. Bl Hknbt Swket, H.A. Extra feap. Svo. 3<>. M. 

An Icelandic Prose Reader, with Notes, Grammar and 

(iloeiMZj, b; Dc. Gddbsand YiaFi^aaoN Mid V. Tobk Powell, M.A. 
EitTO fcap. 8vo. itw. 6r*. 

LATIN. A Latin Dictionary, founded on Andrews' edition of 

Freiind'a Liitiii Dictionarf. revised, enlaj-ged, and in grs&t part rewrittu 

hy CuABLmN T. I^wis, Ph.D., and Cilables Sbobt, LI..D. ^to, it. 5f. 

A School Latin Dictionary, By Charlton T. Lewis, 

PLD. Small 4ta, iSa. 

- — Scheller's Dictionary of the Latin Langua^, revised 

and translated into Engligb by J. E. Riddle, M.A. 1835. fol. if. tt. 

Contributions to Latin Lexicography. By Henky 

NCTTLEsnip, M.A, Svo. m. 



RUSSIAN, A Grammar of the Russian Language. By 

W. R. MoBFiLL, M.A, Crown 8vo. 6.. 

SANSEBIT. APractica! Grammarof theSanskritLangtiage, 

Birani^ed with rcfarenoo to tho ClaBsioal LaugungeB of Europe, for the ute 
of Engliah St\ident«, by Sir M. Moniih-Wiw-ums, D.C.L. Favrlk 
EdilioH. 8vo. 15«. 

A Sanskrit^English Dictionary, Etymologioally and 

Pbilologically arranged, with >pecial reference to Greek, Latin, German, 
Angl«;:^on, Engliih, and other cognate ludo-Eurapeao Language*. 
By Sir M. Mosikr-Williaxb, D.C.L. 4(0. 4I. ni. 6d. 

Nalopllkhydnam. Story of Nala, an Episode of the 

Uahd-Bhinta : the 8anakrit text, with a capiuiu Vocabulary, and an 
improved venica of Dean MiLiun's Translation, by Sir M. MoNna- 
WlLLlAMB, D.C.L. Seeoad Edition, Sevited and Improved. Svo. 15*. 

Sakuntalu. A Sanskrit Dramaj in Seven Acts. Edited 

by Sir M. MoHllB-WlLLlAJis, D.C.L. SaxHd Edition. Svo. il>. 

SYBIAC. Thesaurus Syriacus : collegerunt Quatrem^re, Bern- 

flma, I.ri>rBbauh, Arnoldi, Agrell, Field, Boediger ; edidiC S. P^TBB 
SujTU, S.T.P. VoL I, containing Faw. I^V, Bin. fol. 5L 5.. 
F««. VI. i;, !«. Faw. VIL il. ii».6d. Faeo. VIIL I?. i6». 

The Book of Kalilafa and Dimnah. Translated from 

Antbie into Syriac. Edited by W. Wbigbt, LL.D. Svo. iii. 



bndun: B«»T Taowni. AmsD Corner, E.C. 
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BIBUOGIiAPHICAL DICTIONARIES. 

Cotton's Typographical Gazetteer. 1831. 8vo. 123. 61! . 

Typographical Gazetteer. Second Series. 1866. 8vo. 

iu.6d. 

Ebert's BiMiogiaphica! Dictionary, translated from the 
Genoui. 4 vols. 1S37, Sra ll. tot. 



SECTION II. 

ANGLO-SAXON AND ENGLISH. 



HELPS TO THE STUDY OF THE LANOUAQE AND 

LITERATURE. 



A NEW EHOLISH DICTIOHARY on Kistorioal Frin- 

oiploa, fonnded ni&inl; on the luateriiU collected by the PhUologickl 
Society. Imperial ^to. Pirt* 1-IV, price lit. 6d. each. 
V<il. I (A and B), hjf morocco, il. 111. M. 
Vol. II £0 >Dd D). /fl He Prtlt. 

P»rt IV, Section j. O— OABB, beginning Vol. II, price S*- 
P»rt y, CABS— CLIVY, prite i»a. M. 
Edited b7 J*ukh A. H. Mcbbat. LL.D., iometimB Preiiilent of the 
Pliiloloipc^kl Societ; ; with the wiiatance of nun; Scbolan uiil Men of 
Science. 



■ / 



t I. Edited by Mr. Hsbet BBiDUiT. 



Boswortb and Toller. An Anglo-Saxon Dictionary, based 

on tha MR. coUectioDo of the late JoBEPH BositOIItB, D.D. Edited Uid 
enlarged by Prof. T, N. Tolleb, M.A., Ovens College, Mancheater. Parte 
I-III. A— SAR. 4to. stiff coven, Ijf. each. Fart IV. InthtPrtt: 

Eorle- A Book for the Beginner in Anglo-Saxon. By 

John Earle, M.A. Third Edilion. Eitra fcap. 8vo. w. bd. 

The Philology of the English Tongue. Fourth Edition. 

Ellra fiap. 8vo. 7*, td. 



Anglo-Saxon and English. 5 

liayfaew and Skeat. A Concise Dictionary of Middle English, 

from A.D. 1 1 50 to 1580. By A. L. Mathsw^ M.A., and W. W. Sucat, 
Litt. D. Crown Svo. half roan, 7«. 6(2. 

Skeat. An Etymological Dictionary of the English Language, 

arranged on an Historical Basil. Bj W. W. Skeat, LittD. Beccnd 
Edition, 4to. 2I, 49. 

A Supplement to the first Edition of the above. 4to. at. 6d, 

A Concise Etymological Dictionary of the English 

Language. Third Hditian, Crown Svo. 58. 6d, 

Principles of English Etymology. First Series. The 

Native Element. Crown Svo. gt. 

Principles of English Etymology. Second Series. 



Nearly ready, 

Stratmann. A Middle-English Dictionary, containing Words 

nsed by English Writers from the Twelfth to the Fifteenth Century. By 
Francis Henrt STBATifANN. A New Edition, Ke-arranged, Bevisedf, 
and Enlarged by Henbt Bbadlet. Small 410. iLiis, 6d, Nearly Ready. 

Sweet. An Anglo-Saxon Primer, with Grammar^ Notes and 

Glossary. By Henbt Swejet, MA. 2nd Edition, Extra fcap. Svo. 28. 6d, 

An Anglo-Saxon Reader. In Prose and Verse. With 

Grammatical Introduction, Notes, and Glossary. Siacih Edition, Revieed 
and Enlarged, Extra fcap. Svo. 8«. 6d. 

— A Second Anglo-Saxon Reader. Extra fcap. 8va 41. 6cL 
Old English Reading Primers : 

J. Selected Homilies of ^Ifric. Stiff eo vers, I «. 6<{. 
II. Extracts from Alfred*s Orosius. Stiff covers, i#. 6^. 

First Middle English Primer, with Grammar and Glos- 
sary. Extra fcap. 8vo. 29. 

Second Middle English Primer. Extracts from Chaacer, 

with Grammar and Glossary. Extra fcap. Svo. 28, 

History of English Sounds from the Earliest Period. 

With foU Word-Lists. Svo. 141. 

A Primer of Spoken English. Extra fcap. Svo. 3*. 6d. 

A Primer of Phonetics. Extra fcap. Svo. 3*. 6d. 

Elementarbuch des Gesprochenen Englisch. Grammatik, 

Texte und Gloesar. Second Edition, Extra fcap. Svo, stiff covers, 28, 6d. 
London: Hknbt Fbowdi^ Amen Oomar, B.C 
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Tancock. An Elementary English Gmmmar and Exerciee 
Book. B7O.W. Tabom'K, M.A. Sttami EdiHm. Ertrafckp. Sra. 1*. 6(J. 

An Englisb Grammar and Reading Book, for Lower 

FoTKi in Cludoal School*. Fetirtk Edition. Kstn fcsp. 8to. 3s. 6d. 



Sftxon ChroiLiclflS. Two of the Saxon Chronicles parallel 
(787-1001 A.D.J. A Ii«vispd T«t. Edited, with I ntKidiiction, Critical 
NolM, and Gk«g»rj, bjr CbaRLE* Plunmer, M.A., on the bmai» of ui 
Edition by Jobs Eablm, M.A. Clown Sro, stiff ooTcn, 3*. 

Specimens of Earl; EngliBh. A New and Revised Edition. 

With Iiitrodui^tioD, Notea, and Qlogsuiml Index. 

Part I. From Old Engiisli Homiliei to King Horn (*J). 1 150 to i.O. 
1300]. B7 li. MoBitt», LL.D. Ed. 3. Extra fop. 8ia. 9*. 

Put II. From Robert of Gloacestar ts Gower (a.s. 1398 toA.D. 1393). 
Bj R. HouiB, LL.D., ud W. W. Bkeat, Litt. D. Third Edition. 
Gitra fbe>]>. Sto. 71. 6d. 

fipecimenfl of English Literature, from the 'Ploughmane 

Credo * to tLe ' }ih«pb«urd»B Cideuder ' (a.D. 1394 to a.d. 1 S79). With 
iBtixidnction, Notes, and GloEiMrial Inde». By W. W. Skat, Litt-S. 
Foarik Ediliott. Extra fcap. Bto. 7*. 6d. 

Typical Selections from the best Engtisli Writers, with 

tntroductcry Notice*. In 1 toIb. Extra fi^ap. Svo. 3*. 6d, eacb. 
Vol. 1. LaUmcr to Berkeley. Tol. II. Pope to MaanUay. 



A SERIES OF ENGLISH CLASSICS. 

{CBBOXOIOOICALIT ARMAHOED.i 

Ormnlam, The, with the Notes and Glossary of Dr. R. M. 

Wbiti. Edited bj B. Bolt, M.A. 1 Tob. Extra fcap. Svo. li. t*. 

CHAtrCEB. 

I, The Prologue, the Knightes Tale, The Nonne PreesteB 

Talr; from tbe Canterbury Talee. Edited by R. MoROia, LL.D. A 
Kcw Edition, witli Collationa and Additional Notea by W. Vf. SataT, 
Litt.D. Extra fcap. Sto. m. 6d. 



CHAUCER (confimiei!). 

II. The Prioreesea Tale ; Sir Thopaa ; The Monies Tale ; 

The Clerk™ T»le ; The Sqnisrei Tale, Ac. Edited by W. W. SkkaT, 
Utt.U. TAird Edition. Extra ftsp. 8vo. ^i. 6d. 

ni. The Tile of the Man of Lawe ; The Pardoneres 

Tilaj The Seoond Nonoei Talej The ChsnoDiu Yem&tiDsa Tale. 
By W. W. Skeat, Litl.D. 2ftw Edition. Ertra fcap. 8vo. ^i.6d. 

IV. Minor Poems. Edited by W. W. Skhat, Litt.D. 



LanglBQd, W, The Vision of William concerning Piers the 

Plowman, in three Farallel Tojrts; together with Richard the Reddens. 
By William La.iolakd (about 1361-1399 a.d.). Edited from niuaeruus 
Mnnascripts. with Prefaoe, Nolei, and a Glossary, by W. W. Sceat, 
Litt.D. > Yob. 8yo. tl. u*. 6d. 

The Vision of William concerning Piers the Plowman, by 

WlLLlAX Lanqland. Edited, with Notea, by W. W. Skbat, IJtt.B. 
Fuurlh Edilioa. Eitra fcap. 8vn. 4-. 6rf. 

Gameljrn, the Tale of. Edited, with Notes, Glossary, &c., by 
W. W Skeat, Litt.D. Eitr» foap. Svo. Stiff oovnre, i». M. 

WYOLIPFB. 

I. Tlie Books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Eeclesiaates, and 

the Siitjg of Solomon : acoording to the Wycliffite Version made by 
NiCBOLAs DE HEHErono, about A.D. 1381, and Revised by JoaH 
PuBVET, about A.D. 138a. With Introduction and GloMary by 
W. W. Skbai, Litt.D. Ext™ fo»p. Svo. 3». 6d. 

II. The New Testament in English, according to the 

VeraioD by JolTN WTCLirrE, about A.D. 13S0, and Revised by JoHN 
FoBVET, about A.D. 13S8. With IntrodDctton and Glcwary by 
W. W. tJEBAT, Litt.D. Extn fcap. Svo. 6t. 

Uinot (Laurence), Poems. Edited, with Introduction and 
Notea, by Joseph Hall. M.A., Head Mutet of the Hulmo Gnuunai 

School, MkDclietter. Extra fcap. Sro. 4*. 61^. 

Spenser's Faery Queeno. Books I and II. Designed chiefly 

for the uie of School». With Introduction and Notea bj G. W. KitChIk. 
D.D., and Glouarj by A. L. Maihkw, MA. Extra fcap. Svo. u. Gd. each. 

Hooker. Ecclesiastical Polity, Book I. Edited by R. W. 
Chhrch, M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. j». [See alao p. 4S.] 

Loodoa: Hxaal FaoWDX, &mea Cgrner, E.O. 



OLD EiraLISH DBABIA. 

I. York Plays. — The Plays performed by the CraPtB or 

Myat^rieB of York, on the tiny of Corpu* Christ!, in lie 14th, tsth, 
ftnJ iGtb centuriea; nov fint printed from the aniqne manaicript 
in the libr&ry of Lord ABbburnhun. Edited, with Introdnctioa and 
GloKury, by I.UOT ToCLMIN Shitb. 8vo. ll. K. 

II. English Miracle Plays, Moralities, and Interludes. 

Specimoni of the Pre-Eliubethan Drama. Edited, vHtti ui Introduc- 
tion, Notes, »nd Glo™»ry, by Alpbed W. Pollakd, M.A. Crown 
8vo. 78. 6d. 

III. The Pilgrimage to Parnassus, with the Two Part« of 

the Retnrn from PamBMriii, Three ComedteB performed in St. John's 
College, Cftmliridge, A.D. MDICvn-lUJCI. Edited from MS.S. by 
W. D. Macbav, M.A., F.S.A. Mediuro 8to. Bevelled Bosrda, Gilt 
top, Si. 6d. 

IV. Marlowe's Edward II. With Introduction, Notes, Sic. 

By O. W. TanCQCK, M.A. Extra foap. Svo. Paper coven. It. ; 

V. Marlowe and Greene. Marlowe's Tragical History 

of Dr. Faiiitiu, and Greene'ii Honoumbla Hiitorj of Friar Bacon and 
Friar Buuifay. Edited by A. W. Wabd, Litt. D. Sea and enlarged 
Edilion. Est™ fcap. Svo. 6j. 6d. 
SHAEESPEABE. Select Plays. Extra fbap. 8vo. stiff eoTcn. 

Edited by W. G, Clark, M.A., and W. Aldib Wright, D.C.L. 
The Merchant of Venice. i». Macheth, it.6d. 

Richard the Second, i«. 6d. Handet. 2». 



Edited by W. Aldis Wrioi 
The Tempest, \a.6d. 
As You Like It. is.6d. 
Julius Ccesar. 2». 
Richard the Third, a*. 6<i. 
King Lear. id. 6(^ 
Sbakespeare as 

■ ■ 6 Prindipl. 



D.C.L. 

MidBummer Night's Dream, it.fid. 
CorioIanuB. 2a. 6d. 
Henry the Fifth. 2». 
Twelfth Night. i«. 6d. 
King John. is. 6d. 
Dramatic Artist; a popul.ir Illustration 
of Rcienlifio Criticwm. By ll. G. MooiTOJi, M.A. 



Etcond Edition, Eiilargtd. Crown 8td. 61. 
BBCoa. 

I. Advancement of Learning. Edited by W. Aldis 
WniqBT, D.C.L. Third Edition. Extra Tea]). 610. 4*. bd. 

II. The Essays, Edited, with Introduction and Illustrative 

By 3. H, BSTKDLDB, M.A. Demy 8vo. Ualf Jiound, 



A Series of English Classics. 



MILTON. 

I. Areopagitica. With Introduction and Notes. By 

John W. Halxs, M.A. Third EdiHon. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 

II. Poems. Edited by R. C. Browne, M.A. In two 

Yolames. Fifth Edition, Extra fcap. Svo. 6«. 6d, 
Sold separately, Vol. I. 4«. ; Vol. II. 38. 

In paper caver$ : 
Ljcidas, ^d, L' Allegro, 3J. H PenseroBo, 4d, Comas, 6d. 

III. Paradise Lost. Book I. Edited by H. C. Beeching, 

B.A. Extra fcap. Svo, stiff covers, i«. 6d. ; in Parchment, 3«. 6d, 

IV. Samson Agonistes. Edited, with Introduction and 

Notes, by J. Chubton Coluns, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo, stiff covers, is, 

Bunyan. 

I. The Pilgrim's Progress, Grace Abounding, Relation 

of the Imprisonment of Mr. John Buntan. Edited, with Bio- 
graphical Introduction and Notes, by £. Venablks, M.A. Extra 
fcap. Svo. 5«. In Parchment, 6#. 

II. Holy War, &C. In the Press. 

Clarendon. 

I. History of the Rebellion. Book VI. Edited by T. 

Arnold, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 4s. 6d. 

II. Characters and Episodes of the Great Rebellion. 

Selections from Clarendon. Edited by G. Botle, M.A., Dean of 
Salisbury. Crown Svo, gilt top, 7«. 6d, [See also p. 51.] 

Dryden. Select Poems. (Stanzas on the Death of Oliver 

Cromwell ; Astrsea Redux ; Annus MirabUis ; Absalom and Achitophel ; 
Keligio Laici ; The Hind and the Panther.) Edited by W. D. Chbibtix, 
M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. $«. 6d. 



An Essay of Dramatic Poesy. Edited, with Notes, by 

Thomas Abnold, M.A. Extra fcap. Sva 3«. 6d, 

Locke. Conduct of the Understanding. Edited, with Intro- 
duction, Notes, &c., by T. Fowleb, D.D. Third Edition, Extra fcap. 
Svo. 2s, 6d, 

Addison. Selections from Papers in the Spectator. With 

Notes. By T. Aenold, MA. Extra fcap. Svo. 48, 6d, In Parchment, 6«. 

Steele. Selections from the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. 

Edited by Austin Dobson. Extra fcap. Svo. 5«. In Parchment, 79. 6d, 
London: Hbibt Fbowdk, Amen Comer, E.G. 



lO 
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Pope. Select Works. With Introduction and Notes. By 
Makk PiiTiaoii, B.D. 

L Essay on ^lon. Extra fcap. 8vo. \». ^(L. 

n. Satires nad EpiBtles. Extra fcap. Svo. i«. 
Famell. The Hermit. Paper covers, id. 
aray. Selected Poems. Edited by Edmckd Gossb, M.A. 

Eitrk FcKp, Svo. Id Pircliment, jt. 

■ Thf. same, together with Supplementary Notes for 

SchoolB by FosTBB WiiaoK, M.A. Slifeomri, le. 6d. 

Elegy, and Ode on Eton College. Paper covers, 2d. 

Ooldsmith. 

I. Selected Poems. Edittd with Introduction and Notes, l>y 
AcHTlM DoBSON. Extr» fcap. Svo. 3*. &/. In Pu-cIiineDl, it. 6d. 

H. The Traveller, Edited by 0. Bibkbeck Hill, D.C.L, 



Paper covers, : 



III. The Deserted Village. 

JOHJffSON. 

I. RaeseJaa. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 

G.BlKESKOKUtI:!,, D.C.L. Eitrm reap. Svo. BcveUed boudi, 31. 6<f . 

Id Parchment, 4J. 6d. 

II. Rasselas; Lives of Drydon and Pope. Edited by 
ALrKBD MtUTES, M.A. (London). Extra (cup. Svo. 41. 6d., or livei 
of Dhtdeh and PoFi only, a 

III. Life of Milton. By C. H. Firth, M.A. Extra 
ft»p. Svo, cloth, u. 6d. SUtf coven, im. M. 

IV. Wit aDd Wisdom of Samuel Johnson. Edited by 

G. BlBKBItCK Hill, D.C.L. Crown Svo. 71. 6d. 

V. Vanity of Hiimaa Wishes. With Notes, by E. J. 
Paths, M.A. Pkperoovera, ^d. 

BOSWELL. 

BoBwell's Life of Johnson. With the Journal of a 
Toar to the Hebndei. Edited b; O. B:iikbeci Hat, D.C.L., Pcm- 

broke College. 6 voU, Mediun " " '" ' ' '" 



A Series of English Classics. ii 

Cowper. Edited, with Life, Introductions, and Notes, by 

H. T. Gbutfith, B.A. 

I. The Didactic Poems of 1782, with Selections from 

the Minor Pieces, ajd. i 779-1 783. Extra fcap. 8yo^ ^t, 

II. The Task, with Tirocinium, and Selections from the 

Minor Poems, A.D. 1 784-1 799 . Second Edition, Extra fcap. 8yo. 3#. 

Burke. Select Works. Edited, with Introduction and 

Notes, by E. J. Patne, M.A. 

I. Thoughts on the Present Discontents; the two 

Speeches on America. Second Edition, Extra fcap. Svo. 4t. 6d, 

II. Reflections on the French Revolution. Second 

Edition, Extra fcap. Svo. 5#. 

III. Four Letters on the Proposals for Peace with the 

Begicide Directory of France. Second Edition, Extra feap. Svo. 5#. 

BnrnB. Selected Poems. Edited, with Introduction, Notes', 

and a Glossary, by J. LooiE Robirtson, M.A. Crown Svo. 6t, 

Keats. Hyperion, Book I. With Notes by W. T. Arnold, 

B.A. Paper covers, ^d. 

Byron. Childe Harold. With Introduction and Notes, by 

H. F. TozEB, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 6d, In Parchment, 5«. 

Soott. Lay of the Last Minstrel. Edited by W. Mnrro, M.A. 

With Map. Extra fcap. 8yo. 2s. Parchment, 3#. 6d, 

Lay of the Last Minstrel. Introduction and Canto I, 

with Preface and Notes, by the same Editor. 6d, 

Marmion. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 



T. Batnb. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 6d, 

Campbell. Gertrude of Wyoming. Edited, with Introduction 

and Notes, by H. Maoadlat FitiGibbov, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. at. 

Shairp. Aspects of Poetry; being Lectures delivered at 

Oxford, by J. C. Shaibp, IJmD. Crown 8yo. io«. 6d, 

Palgrave. The Treasury of Sacred Song. With Notes Ex- 
planatory and Biographical. By. F. T. Palobayi, M.A. New Edition, 
Extra fcap. Svo, 44. 6d, 



London : Uxvrt Fbowdb. Abmx Comer, E.C. 




SECTION III. 

EUROPEAN LANGUAGES. MEDIAEVAL AND 

MODERN. 

(1) FBENCH AND ITALIAN. 

Brachet's Etymological Dictionary of the Frencli Language. 

Translatfld by G. W. Kitchin, D.D. Third edlHon. Crown 8to. 7*. 6rf. 

Historical Grammar of tlie French Language, Trans- 
lated b; G. W. ElTCSiN, D.D. FourlA Edition. Extra ft;>p. Sto. 31. 6d. 

Saintsbnry. Primer of French Literature. By GsOROB 
SiiNTBBUBr, M.A. Eitra foap. 8to. m. 

-; Short History of French Literature. Crown 8vo. lo*. 6d. 

Specimens of French Literature, from Villon to Hugo. 

Crown 8to. gf. 

Toynbee. Specimene of Old French. By Paget J. Tovnbhe. 

Crown Svo. Nfady riradg. 



Beauniarcbais' Le Barbier de Seville. EJil«d, with Intro- 
dtiL-tiuD uid Notei, bj Acbtin Dobson. Extra fcap. Svo. i«. 64. 

Coruflille'B Horace. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 

by Gkubue tJAlKTSBDitT, M.A. Eitnt fcap. Sto. ai. 6d. 

Molidre's Les Precieuses Ridicules. Edited, with Introduction 
and Notea, by Anurkh Lma, M.A. Eiln Fcap. 810. la. 6d. 

MusBotB On ne badine paa avec I'Ainoar, and Fantnsio. Edited, 

with Prolegomena, Notes, etc., by W. H. POLLUCH. Extra fcap. Svo. J». 

Racine's Esther. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 

U£«BoE SaINTSBUBI, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. if. 

Voltaire's M^rope. Edited, with lulroduetion aud Not«s, 

by UEobOlt SjtiNTSBDBT, M.A. Extra foap. Svo. it. 
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MASSON'S FRENCH CLASSICS. 
Edited hy Gustave Masson, B.A, 

Comeille's Cinna. With Notes, Glossary, etc. Extra fcap. 

Svo. 2s, Stiff coven, i«. 6d, 

Louis XIV and his Contemporaries; as described in Extracts 

from the bef t Memoirs of the Seventeenth Century. With English Notes, 
Genealogical Tables, &c. Extra fcap. Svo. 2s, 6d. 

Maistre, Xavier de, &c. Voyage autour de ma Chambre, 

by Xavier db Maibtbb. Oarika, by Madams de Durab ; Le l^enx 
Tailleur, by MM. Erckm ann-Chatrian ; La Veill^^e de Vincennes, by 
Alfred db Viont; Les Jumeauz de THdtel Comeille, by Edmomd 
About; M^saventures d*an &M>lier, by Bodolphb TOpftbb. Third 
JEdition, Revised, Extra fcap. Svo. 29, 6d, 

Voyage antour de ma Chambre. Limp. i*. 6d. 



Molidre's Les Fourberies de Scapin, and Bacine's Athalie. 

With Voltaire^B Life of Moli^re. Extra fcap. Svo. 28. 6d. 

Les Fourberies de Scapin. With Voltaire's Life of 

Moli^re. Extra fcap. Svo. stiff covers, is. 6d, 

Les Femmes Savantes. With Notes, Glossary, etc. 

Extra fci^. Svo. doth, 28, Stiff covers, it. 6d, 

Racine's Androraaque, and Comeille's Le Menteur. With 

Louis Racinb*b Life of his Father. Extra fcap. Svo. 28. 6d, 

Begnard's Le Joueur, and Brueys and Palaprat's Le 6ron- 

deur. Extra fcap. Svo. 28, 6d, 

S^vign^, Madame de, and her chief Contemporaries, Selections 

from their Correspondence. Intended more especially for Girls' Schools. 
Extra fcap. Svo. $«. 

Blondt. L'il^loquence de la Chaire et de la Tribune Frangaises. 

Edited by Paul BlouISt, BJL Vol. I. Sacred Oratory. Extra fcap. Svo. 28, 6d, 

Gktutier, Th^ophile. Scenes of Travel. Selected and Edited 

by George Saintbbubt, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 28, 

Perrault's Popular Tales* Edited from the Original Editions, 

with Introduction, etc., by Andrew Lang, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo, 
paper boards, 5«. 6d, 

London ; Hksiby Fbowdx, Amen Corner, S.C. 



_ _ STvTI _._ 

14 /. LUeraiure and Philohgy. 

Quinet's Lettres a sa, Mere. Selected and Edited by Geobob 
SiiKTanuBT. U.A. Eitr» tcip. 8vo. 3». 

Sainte-Beuve. Selcctione from the Cause riee du Liindi. 
Edited by Gkobok SiiNiaiinBT, M.A. Eiti» fcap. 8vo. it. 

Doate. Selections from the Inferno. With Introduction 

and Notes. By H. B. CkiTTERiLL, B.A. Eitm fcap. 8to. ^i. (sd. 

Tasao. La Gerusolemme Liberata. Cantos i, ii. With In- 

troductioa and Nutea. B; tbe uune Editor. Eitn fcap. Svo. u. dd. 



(a) QEBKAN AND GOTHIC. 
Max Miiller. The German Classics, from the Fourth to the 

Niueteenth C«Dtiir;. With Biogntphical Nuticea, TraiulaUoiu into 
M.-l.™ Gpnimn, and Not™. By F. M*i Mullbb, M.A. A New 
Edition, Iteiised, Etdnrf-ed, and Adapted to W:i.iii!LU ScherBh's 
■ Hiatorj of German Literature,' by F. LicHT£NbTeIk. 3 Tola. Crown 
Sva. iu. 

Soberer. A History of German Literature by Wilhklm 

8C1IBHEB. Translated from the Third German Edition by Mn. F. 
C. CuKYBEAHi. Edited by F. Mai MUlles. a vole. 8to. i\». 

Skeat. The Gospel of St. Mark in Gothic. By W. W. 

ttlCEAT, Litt. D. Extra fcap. Svo. clotb, /^. 

Wright. An Old Hi^h German Primer. With Grammar, 
N<'t£«, and GluBaury. By Josepb Wbioht, Ph.D. Extra foap. 8>o. 3«, 6<{. 

A Middle High German Primer. With Grammar, 

Nutei, Md Gliwtary. By Jobkn WBiaaT,Fh.D. Eitnfoap.Svo. 31. &f. 



LAmE'B QEHMAN COURSE. 



I. Oermana at Home; a Practical Introduction to German 

CunviTsation, n-i(h nn A|))^'Ddii cimUurung the Essentials of Germaa 
Gnmmar. Tliird Edition. Svo. 35. 6d. 

I. Oerman Manual; a German Grammar, Rtiading Book, 

anil a handbook of Gi^rmnn Cunrerution. Svo. 7«. M. 
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* 

IV. German Composition; A Theoretical and Practical Guide 

to the Art of TnmslAtiiig EnglUh Prose into Gemuin. Second Edition, 
8vo. 41. 6d, 

lA Key to the above, price 58. Just PublishedJ] 

(German Spelling; A Synopsis of the Changes which it 

hai undergone through the Grovemment Regulations of 1880. 6d, 

BUCHHEIM*S GERMAN CLASSICS. 

Edited, with Biographical, Eietorical, and Critical Introductions, Arguments 
{to the Dramas), and Complete Commentaries, bg C. A. fiucHHXiif, Phil, 
Doc.^ Professor in King's College, London, 

Beokor (the Historian). Friedrich der Grosse. Edited, with 

Notes, an Historical Introduction, and a Map. $#. 6d, 

Goethe: 

(a) Egmont. A Tragedy. 35. 

(6) Iphigenie auf Tauris. A Drama. 39. 

Heine: 

(a) Prosa : heing Selections from his Prose Writings. 49. 6d. 

(6) Harzreise. Cloth, 2$, 6d, ; paper covers, is, 6d, 

Leasing : 

(a) Nathan der Weise. A Dramatic Poem. 4s, 6d, 
{b) Minna von Bamhelm. A Comedy. 34. 6d, 

Schiller : 

(a) Wilhelm Tell. A Drama. Large Edition. With Map. 39. 6d. 

(b) Wilhelm Tell. School Edition. With Map. 28. 

(c) Uistorische Skizzen. With Map. 28, 6d. 

(d) Jungfrau von Orleans. 4s, 6d, 

Modem Gfrerman Beader. A Graduated Collection of Ex- 
tracts from Modem German Authors : — 

Part X. Prose Extracts. With English Notes, a Grammatical 
Appendix, and a complete Vocabulary. Fourth Edition, 2s, 6d, 

Part II. Extracts in Prose and Poetry. With English Notes 
and an Index. Second Edition, 2s, 6d, 

Gterman Poetry for Beginners. Edited with English Notes 

ami a complete Vocabulary, by Emma S. Buchhsim. Extra fcap. Svo. 2s. 

Chamisso. Peter Schlemihrs Wundersame Geschichte. 

Kdited with Notes and a complete Vocabulary, by Emma S. Buchhiuc. 
Extra fcap. Svo. 2S. 

London : HmaT Fbowdb, Amen Corner, B.C. 
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The LookooD, with Introdaction, English Notes, 

eia. 117 A. HaMahH, Phil. Doc., M.A. Extra foap. 8vo. 4<. id. 

ITiebulir: Griechieche Heroen-Geschichten (Tales of Greek 

Herocsi. With Engliali Notes »nd Vocabul»ry, by EiIMi S. BccnBEiM. 
Second, Reviled Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. oloth, »., stiff covers, K. 6tf. 

Edition A. Trxi in Oerman Type. 

Edition B, Ttxt in Eomaa T-jpe. 

Schiller's Wilheltn Tell. Translated into English Verse hy 
K. MaS9IK, M.A, Extra Tcap. Svo. fa. 



(3) SCANDITTAVIAM'. 
Cleasby and Tigfiisson. An lee land ic-EngliBli Dictionaiy, 

baaed on the MS, collactiuiu of the Ule RicBiBD CleabBT. Enlarged 
and completifd by G, Vinpi'SSON, M.A. With an Introduction, and Life 
of Itictiud Cleaaby, b; G. Webbk Dasbkt, D.C.L. ^to. 3!. ;<. 

Sweet. Icelandic Primer, with Grammar, Notes, and 

Itlosmrj'. By Eehbt Swkbt, M.A. Eitra foap. Svo, 3*. 6rf. 

VigfuBSOQ. Sturlunga Saga, including the Islendinga Saga 

of Lawman Stdhla TBOBDSaON and other works. Edited by Dr 
GcDEJBAND ViaruHBON. In > vola. Svo. 3I. 3>. 
VigAlHson and Powell. Icelandic Prose Reader, with Notes, 

Grammar, and Glofl«»ry. By G. VroPvSSON, MA., and F. YoBE 
POVRLL, M_A. Extra fcap. 8vo. ICM. 6J. 

— CorpVB Poeticvm Boreale. The Poetry of the Old 

Northem Tongue, from the Earlieit Timoi to the Thirteenth Centory. 
Edited. clavaiRed, and tranilated, with lutrodiictioD, Excursu*, and Note*, 
by GuuBiiAHD Viori'ssoN, M.A., and F. Vosk Powkll, M.A. * vol*. 
8ro. j(. J.. 

The Land nUma- Bilk. Edited and translated by tbe 

•ame. Ja Ma Frett. 



SECTION IV. 

CLASSICAL LANGUAGES. 

(1) LATIN. 

STANDARD WORKS AND EDITIONS. 

King and Cookson. The Principles of Sound and Inflexion, 
H illuttrated iu the Greek and Latin Lant^agei. By J. E.KlNO, MJl., 
- ' ' ;n CooKHOM, M.A. Svo. 181. 




Lexicograjihy. By 



Lewis and Short. A Latin Dictionary, founded on Andrew 

edition of Freond'i Latiu Diptioimrjr, revised, mlug«d, and in grei 
purl rewrittsn by CHiBtTOH T. Lewis, Ph.D., and Charles Sbob 
LL.D. 4W1. il. 5». 
Nettleship. Contributions to Latin 

He.iht Nbttlmhip, M.A. 8vo. 11». 

Lectures and Eesays on Subjects connected wit 

L»tiii SoholarBhip and Litenture. Bj HENBr NarrLBSHiF, M.A. 
Crown 8vo. Jt, 61I. 

— - Tlie Roman Satura. Svo. >ewed, i». 
Ancient Lives of Vergil. 8»o. «ewed, m. 

Fapilloc. Manual of Comparative Philology. By T. L. 

l'.i!-ir.LnN, M.A, TUrd Edition. Crown 8to. 6», 

Plnder. Selections from the lees known Latin Poets. By 

NOHTH VfKDEH, M.A. 8»o. ^i^. 

Sellar. Roman Poets of the Augustan Age, Vieqil. By 

W. T. 8eli,aB. M.A. Neic Edition. Crown Svo. 9JI. 

Roman Poets of the Republic. Third Edillon. Crown 

Wordsworth. Fragments and Specimens of Early Latin. 

With Introductions and Notei. Bj J. WoRMWoHTU, D.D. Svo. 181. 



AvianuB. The Fables. Edited, with Prolegomena, Critical 

Apimratus, ComiuentAry, etc., br Robinson Ellis, M.A., LL.D. Svo. 

CatulU TeronensiB Liber. Iterum recognovit, appamtnm 

crilicampra1^oinenaappeudice(Bddidit,R0BIHilU!(ELI.iH, A.M. hvo. |6(. 

Catnllna, a Commentary on. By RofitNSON Ellis, M.A. 

Second E'HIion. Svo. iS". 

Cioero. De Oratore. With Introduction and Notes. Bv A. 

S. WlLKlNH, litl-D. 

BcK^k I. Second Edilim. Sto. jt.M. Book II. Steond EiHtion. 
Svo. 5 J. 

— Philippic Orations. "With Notes. By J. B. King, M.A. 

* Bteond Edition. Svo. lot. 6d. 

Select Letters, With English Introductions, Notes, and 
Appendicen. By Aibibt Watson, MJL. TAiVrf Edition. Sv.i. i8«. 
Horace. With a Commentary. Vol. I. The Odes, Carmen 
S«!ul»re,»ndEpodei. By E.C. Wicmam.M.A. Second Edition. 8vo.ii». 

Vol. II. The Satires, Epistles, and De Arte Poctica. 

By the uune Editor. Itnmedialcly. 
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Livy, Book I. With Introduction, Historical Examination, 

ani! Notes. B; J. K. Seei.et, M.A. Secoy^d Edition. Sen. €». 

Nonius MarcelluB, de CompeDdioEa Doctriaa (Harleian MS. 

17:9). CollMed ti; J. H. Onions, UA. (Aneoduta Oion.) 3*. 6d. 

Orid. P. Ovidii Nasonis Ibis. Ex Novie Codicibus cdidit, 

Scholia Vetera Commeutarimii cum Fralegomenia Appenilice lodioe 
addiiUt.B. Ellis, A.M. Svo. iot.6i. 

P. Ovidi Nasonis Tristium Libri V. K«censuit S. G. 

Ohhk, A.m. 8td. i6>. 

Feraius. Tbe Satires. With a Traaelation and Commen- 
Ury. By John Coninqton, M.A. Edited by Hsnbt NETTiMali', 
M.A. Steond Edition. 8vo. 7*. (-d. 

Flaatua. Bcntley'a Plaiifine Emendations. Prom his copy 

ofUninoviua. By £. A. Sonnenbcbkin, M.A. (Aneedata Oidd.) u.6d. 

SoriptDrea Latini rci Metrtcae. Edidit T. Oaispord, S.T.P. 



Tacitufl. The Annals. Boots I-VI. 
ductjon tmd Notei, by U. Fdbnbaux, M.A. 



Edited, with Intro- 



LATIJV EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 

Grahmars, Exebcise Boobs, &c. 
ALLEN. 

Rudimenta Lutina. Comprising Accidence, and Esercises 

of a veryElemenUtjChanicler, for the uie of BegiDner«. By JOBK 
Bashow Allen, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 11. 

An Elementary Latin Grammar. By the same Anthor. 

FXfly Serenlh Thonfand. Eitr« feap. 8to. u. M. 

A First Latin Exereise Book. By the same Author. 

Foatlh Eililion. Extra fcap. 8ro. a., (id. 

A Second Latin Exercise Book. By the same Author. 

Eit™ foap, 8vo. 3/. dd. 
',' A Key to First and Second Latin Eierciie Buoki, id om Toltime, 
price $1. Supplied to Teacieri ontg on application to the SeoreUij 
of the Clarentlon Preu. 

An Introdnction to Latin Syntax. By W. S. Gtssos, M.A. 
Extra fcap. Sra, j,, 

OtSoti : OUnmlao Pnaa 
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First Latin Reader. By T. J. Nunns, M.A. Third Edition. 

Extra fcap. 8vo. 2«. 

A Latin Prose Primer. By J. Y. Sargknt, M.A. Extra 

fcap. 8vo. 28, 6d, 

Passa^s for Translation into Latin. For the use of Passmen 

and others. Selected by J. Y. Sabobnt, M.A. Seventh Edition, 
Extra foap. 8vo. 28. 6d. 

\* A Key to the above, price 5«. Supplied to Teachere only on appli- 
cation to the Secretary of the Clarendon Press. 

Exercises in Latin Prose Composition ; with Introduction, 

Notes, and Passages of Gradoated Difficulty for Translation into Latin. 
By G. G. Ramsat, M.A., LL.D. Second Edition, Extra fcap. 8vo. 4*. 6d, 

Hints and Helps for Latin Elegiacs. By H. Lee- Warner, 

M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3«. 6d, 

%* A Key to the above, price 4^. M, Supplied to Teachere otdy on 
application to the Secretary of the Clarendon Press. 

Reddeuda Minora, or Easy Passages, Latin and Greek, for 

Unseen Translation. For the use of Lower Forms. Composed and 
selected by C. S. Jbbbam , M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. is. 6d, 

Anglice Reddenda, or Extracts, Latin and Greeks for 

Unseen Translation. By C. S. Jebkam, M.A. Third Edition^ Sevieed 
and Enlarged. Extra fcap. 8vo. a«. 6d, 

Anglice Ueddenda. Second Series. 'By the same Author. 

Extra fcap. 8vo. 30. 

Models and Exercises in Unseen Translation. By H. P. Fox, 

• M. A., and T. M. Bbom lbt, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 5s. 6d, 

A School Latin Dictionary, By Charlton T. Lewis, Ph.D. 

Small 4to. i8«. 

An Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of Greek and 

Latin. By J. E. Kivo, M.A., and C. Cookson, MA. Extra fcap. 
8vo. 5«. 6d. 

Latin Classics for Schools. 
Caesar. The Commentaries (for Schools). With Notes and 

Maps. By Charles E. Moberly, M.A. 

The Gallic War. Second Edition, Extra fcap. Bvo. 4$, 6d, 

Books I and II. Extra fcap. 8vo. 28, 

Books III, IV, V. Extra fcap. 8vo. 28, 6d, 

Books VI, VII, VIII. Extra fcap. 8vo. 35. 6d, 

The Civil War. Extra fcap. 8vo. 35. 6d, 

Book I. Extra fcap. 8vo. 28, 

London: Ucxry Fbowdb, Amen Comer, E.C. 
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Catolli Teronensifl Carmina Selecta, secundum recogrDitionem 

KoBiNBOH Ellis, A.M. Eitn fcsp. Svd. J*. 6d. 

CICERO. Selection of Intereeting and Descriptive Passagres. 
With Notes. By Hkkbt Walfobd, M.A. In ihiee P»ru. Third 
Edition. Extni Tcap. Svo. f. 6d. 

EmIi Fu-t Bep&ratcl;, limp, ti. M, 
Part I. Anecdotes ^m Orccian and Roman Hifrtoiy. 
Fart II. Omens and Dreams : Beauties of Nature. 
Part III. Rome's Rule of her Provinces. 

De Scnectnte. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 

bj L. HuxLEv, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. a.. 

pro Cloi'Qtio. With Introduction and Notes. By W. 

Raubit, M.A. Edited by G. O. Ramsat, M.A. Steond Sditioa. 
Extra fo»p. 8»o. 3#. 6d. 

pro Roscio. With Notes. By St. Geoeof. Stock, M.A. 

Eit» fop. Sid. y. dd. 

Select Orations (for Schools). In Verrem Actio Prima. 

Do Iinperio Gn. P^mpoii. Pro Arclii». Philippioa IX. With Introdnc- 
tion sod Nobea b; J. R. Kl.VO, M.A. Stfoml Ediiion. Extra fcup. Svo. 
I., rf. 

In Q. Caecilium Divinatio, and In C. Verrem Actio 

PrioiA. With IntrwtaotiQn and Notes, b; J. E. KlHO, M.A. Ectn 
fc»p. Svo. limp, u. M. 

Speeches against Catilina. With Introduction and 

Notat. bj E. A. Upcott, M.A. Extra ftaip. Svo. J». 6rf. 

Selected Letters (for Schools). With Notcfl. By the 

Ute C, E. pRicHikRD, M.A., kiiil E. R. Behnako, M.A. Second Rlitio». 
Extra fcKp. Svo. 3a. 

Select Letters. Test. By Albekt Watson, M.A. 

Second Edition. Eitrft fcftp. Svo. 41. 

Cornelius Nepos. Wilh Notes. By Oscar Browning, M.A. 

Third Edition. Revined by W. R. IKCS, M.A. Eilrm fc»p. 8vo. 3«. 

Horace. With a Cor 

UH of St'hooU.' 

E. C. WiCEHAM, M.A. 



Selected Odea 

irm. Cy E, I 




mentary. (In a size suitable for the 

The Ode>. Carmen Secnlitre. find Epodei. Bj 
U'^ond Edition. Extra f™p. Svo. 6«. 



With Not«a for the use of a Fifth 



OltoTd; Clmndoa Fmi. 
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Juvenal. Thirteen Satires. Edited, with Introduction and 

Notes, by G. H. Piabson, M.A., and Hsbbebt A. Strong, MJL, LL.D. 
Crown 8vo. 6«. 

Alio separately : — 

Part L Introduction, Text, etc, 3#. Part IL Notes, 3«. 6rf. 

Idvy. Books V-VII. With Introduction and Notes. By 

A. R. Cldbr, B.A. Second Editum. Revised by P. K Mathssoit, 
M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 59. 

Book V. By the same Editors. Extra foap. 8vo. a«. (W. 

Books XXI-XXIII. With Introduction and Notes. 

By M. T. Tatham, M.A. Second Edition, enlarged. Extra fcap. 8vo. 5«. 

Book XXI. By the same Editor. Extra fcap. 8vo. a«. 6d, 

Book XXII. With Introduction, Notes, and Maps. By 



the same Editor. Extra fcap. 8vo. a«. 6d, 

Liyy. Selections (for Schools). With Notes and Maps. By 

H. Lee- Warner, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. In Parts, limp, each is. 6d, 
Fart I. The Gaudine Disaster. 
Fart II. Hannibal's Campaign in Italy. 
Fart III. The Macedonian War. 

Ovid. Selections for the use of Schools. With Introduc- 
tions and Notes, and an Appendix on the Boman Calendar. By W. 
Ramsay, M.A. Edited by G. G. Ramsat, M.A. Third Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 5s. 6d, 

Tristia. Book I. The Text revised, with an Intro- 
duction and Notes. By S. G. Owen, B.A. Extra fcap. Sto. 5s. 6d, 

Tristia. Book III. With Introduction and Notes. 

By the same Editor. Extra fcap. Svo. 2$. 

Flautus. Captivi. Edited by Wallace M. Lindsay, M.A. 

Extra fcap. Svo. as. 6d, 

Flautus. Trinummus. With Notes and Introductions. (In- 
tended for the Higher Forms of Pablio Schools.) By C. E. Fbkkxah, 
M. A., and A. Slomav, MA. Extra fcap. Svo. 3#. 

Pliny. Selected Letters (for Schools). With Notes. By 

C. E. Pbicbabd, M.A., and £. R. Bebnasd, M.A. Extra leap. Svo. 3s. 

Sallust. With Introduction and Notes. By W. W. Capes, 

M.A. Extra foap. 8vo. ^m, 6d, 

London : Hxifar Faowns, Amsn OonMr, BLC. 
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Taoitiu. The Annals, Books I-IV. Edited, with Intro- 
duction and Noteg (for the use of Suhoula uid Junior Studenta], bj 
U. FuBNEAUi, M.A. EitTB fcnp. 8va. ji. 

The Annals. Book I, With Introduction and Not«a, 

bj tbe same Editor. Extra fojip. Svo. limp, it, 

Terenoe. Andria. With Notes and IntroductionB. By 
C. E. FRKEMiB, M.A., mnd A. Slqban, M.A. Eitra fc»p. Svo. 3*. 

Adelphi. With Notes and Introductions, (Intended 

roT the Higlier Fnrms of Public Bcbooli.) Bjr A. Slomah, M.A. Extra 
fcp, 8vo. 3*. 

Pliormio. With Notes and Introductions. 

SloHAH, M.A, Eitra fcap, Svo, 31. 

Tibullus and Fropertius. Selections. Edited by G. G, 
Kambay, M.A. (In one or two paita.) Kitra trap. Svo. 61. 

Virgil, Test, with Introduction. 
L'rown 8to. 4^, 6i, 

Aeneid I-III, and IV-VI. Text and Notes. Edited 

b; T. L. PAnlxoN, M.A., sod A. E, HaIgB, M.A. i vulg. Crown Svo. 



By A. 



By T. L. Papillon, M.A. 



- Aeneid VII-IX, X-XII. hn. 



\e(liate1y. 



BucolicB. Edited by C. S. Jerkam, M.A. In one or 

two Pam. Extra fcap. Svo, 11. M. 

Georgies. By the same Editor, In the Pre»». 

Aeneid I. With Introduction and Notes, by the same 

Editor. Extra fc«,p, S10. limp, it. 6if. 

Aeneid IX. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 

A. E. Haiob, M,A. Eitrs fwp. Bro. limp, 11. id. In two Putt, m. 



(a) 

STANDARD WOSKS AND EDITIONS. 
Allen. Notes on Abbreviations in Greek Manuscripts. By 

T. W. Allen, Qneeo'i College, Oxford. Roj»l 8 

Chandler. A Practical Introduction to Greek Accentuatioo, 

hy H. W. Chandlib, H.A. Becond Edition, lot. 6d. 
OitorA: Otu«nd«a Tnm. 
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Haigh. The Attic Theatre. A Description of the Stage and 

Theatre of the Atheniiuis, and of the Dramatic Performances at Athens. 
By A. £. Haioh, M.A. 8vo. m, 6d. 

Head. Historia Numorum : A Manual of Greek Numismatics. 

By Babclat V. Head. Royal 8vo, half-bound, 2U a#. 

Hioks. A Manual of Greek Historical Inscriptions. By 

£. L. Hicks, M.A. 8vo. io«. 6d, 

King and Cookson. The Principles of Sound and Inflexion, 

as illustrated in the Greek and Latin Languages. By J. £. Kino, M.A., 
and Chbistopheb Cookson, M.A. Svo. i8«. 

Liddell and Scott. A Greek-English Lexicon, by H. G'. 

LiDDELL, D.D., and Robert Scott, D.D. Seventh Edition, Revieed and 
Augmented throughout, 4to. i2. 169. 

Fapillon. Manual of Comparative Philology. By T. L. 

Pafillon, M.A. Third JSdition. Crown Svo. 6m, 

Veitch. Greek Verbs, Irregular and Defective. By W. Veitch, 

LL.D. Fourth Edition, Crown 8vo. io«. 6d. 

Vooabalary^ a copious Greek-English, compiled from the best 

authorities. 24mo. 3«. 



Aeschinem et Isooratem^ Scholia Graeca in. Edidit 

G.DiNDOEFius. 1852. 8vo.4«. 

Aesohines. See under Oratores Attioi, and Demosthenes. 
Aeschyli quae supersunt in Codice Laurentiano quoad effici 

potuit et ad cognitionem neoesae est Tisum typia descripta edidit 
K. MsBKEL. Small folio, i^ i«. 

Aeschylus: Tragoediae et Fragmenta, ex recensione Guil. 

DiNDORFU. Second Edition, 1851. 8yo. $m. 6d, 

Annotationes GuiL. DiNDOBFiL Partes II. i84i.8vo.io«. 

Aneodota Graeca Oxoniensia. Edidit J. A. Cramer, S.T.P. 

Tomi IV. 1835. 8vo. il. 2i. 

Graeca e Codd. Hss. Bibliothecae Regiae Parisiensis. 



Edidit J. A. Ceameb, S.T.P. Tomi IV. 1839. ^vo. 1/. a#. 



London: Hkmby Frowdi, Amen Corner, E.C 



Apeinis et Longini llbetorica. E Cotlicibae niss. recenauit 

Job. BiSiua. 1849. Sm. 3*. 

Aristophanes. A Complete Concordance to the ComedieB 
itud FmgmeotB. Bj Hinbi Dcnbab, M.D. 410. tl. I». 

J, Caravellae Index in Arietophanem. Hvo. 3*. 

Comoediae et Fragmcnta, ex recensione Guil. Dindoefu, 

Tomill. 183s- Sto. in. 

Annotationes GuiL. Disnonrn. Partes II. 8vo. 11*. 

Scholia Graeca ex CodieibiiH ancta et emendata a GuiL. 

. DlNDOBFto. Partealll. 1838. 8vo. it. 

ARISTOTLE. 

Es recensione Immandelis Bekkzbi. Aecedunt Indices 

Sjlbnrgiuni. Tomi XI. lfij7. 8to.jI.io*. 
The niluinei (ewept vo], IX) m»y be hul BBjiBnitely, price Ji. M. e»ch. 

The FolitioB, with Introduetione, Notes, etc., by W. li. 

Mkwuan, M.A., Fellow of Biaiiul College. Oifont. Vols. I ud II. 
Medium Svo. jSs. 

The Politics, tranelated into English, with Introduction, 

Muginal An&ljisis, Notex, and Inilicea, bj B. Jowktt, M.A. Medium 




— AriHtotelian Stodies. I. On the Structure of the 

Seventh Iloiik of the NicomMihBaii EthlcB. By J. C. Wil,BO», M.A. 8»o. 

Kliffcofew, 5.. 

- The Enf^lisli Mannscripts of the ITicomachean EthicSi 

dO'oribed in relation to Bckker'a ManuHripta and other .-^ouroea. Uy 
J. A. SntwABT, M.A. (AnecdoU Oioa.) Suinll 410. 3*. 6d. 

On the History of the process by which the Aristotelian 

'WriUosi arrived at tbeir preaent ronn. BjR.Shute, M.A. ivo. ^t.6d. 

Fhyaioa. Book VII. Collation of various Mss. ; with 

lutmductiou bj B. Sbcts, M.A. (Auecdota Oxon.) Small 4to. it. 

Cboerobosci Dictata In Thcodosii Canones, necnon Epimen'smi 
in PaaliDoa. E Codicibui nuu. eilidit THOiua QAiaroui, ti.T.P. Tomi 111. 
184J.8V0, is#. 
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Demosthenes. Ex recensione Ouil. Dikdorfii. Tomi IX. 

1846-1851. 8vo. a/. 6#. 

aeparettely : — 

TextuB. il, i«. Annotations, i^. Scholia. 109, 

Demosthenes and Aesohines. The Orations of Demosthenes 

and Aeschinei on the Crown. With Introdactory Emajb and Notes. By 
G. A. Sixcox, M.A., and W. H. Sixcox, M.A. 8vo. ia«. 

Euripides. Tragoediae et Fragmenta, ex recensione Ouil. 

DiNDOBFii. Tomi II. 1833. 8vo. lo*. 

Annotationes GuiL. DiNDOBPii. Partes II. 1839. Svo.io*. 

Scholia Graeca, ex Codicibas aucta et emendata a Guil. 

DiNDOBFio. Tomi lY. 1863. 8vo. il, i6#. 

Alcestis, ex recensione G. Dindobpii. 1834. 8vo. as. 6d. 



Harpoorationis Lexicon. Ex recensione G. Dindobpii. Tomi 

11. 1854. 8vo. io«. 6(f. 

Hephaestionis Enchiridioo, Terentianus Maurus, Froclus, etc. 

Edidit T. Gaibfobd, S.T.P. Tomi II. 1855. io#. 

Heracliti Ephesii Reliquiae. Recensuit I. Bywater, M.A. 

Appendicis loco additae sunt Diogenis Laertii Vita Heraclitii Particulae 
Hippocratei De Diaeta Lib. L, £pi8tolae Heraditeae. 8vo. 6«. 

HOMEB. 

A Complete Concordance to the Odyssey and Hymns of 

Homer ; to which is added a Concordance to the Parallel Passages in the 
Iliad, Odyssey, and Hymns. By Henbt Dunbab, M.D. 4to. i/. i«. 

Seberi Index in Homerum. 1780. 8vo. 6s, 6d. 

A Grammar of the Homeric Dialect. By D. B. Monro, 

M.A. 8vo. I OS. 6<l. 

Ilias, cum brevi Annotatione C. G. Hetnii. Accedunt 

Scholia minora. Tomi II. 1834. 8va 15s. 

Ilias, ex rec. GuiL. Dindorpil 1856. 8vo. 5*. 6rf. 



— Scholia Graeca in Iliadem. Edited by W. Dindorp, 

after a new collation of the Venetian M88. by D. B. Monbo, M.A., 
Provost of Oriel College. 4 vols. Svo. 2I, los. 

— Scholia Graeca in Iliadem Townleyana. Recensuit 
Ebhbbtus Maabs. 2 vols. Svo. i^ i6s. 

London: HaiiaT Pbowdi, Amsn Oomer, S.C. 
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HOMES {continued). 

Odyssea, ex rec. G. DiNDORKll. 1855. 8vo. 5«. 6d. 

Scholia Graeca in OdyBSPam. Edidit Gcil. DiHDOKntlS. 

Tgmi II. iSjs- Svo. 15*. 61/. 

Odyssey. Books I-XII. Edited with English Notes, 

Appendiceg, etc By W. W. Merbt, D.D., uid tlte Ute Jahih Riddell, 
M.A. Second Edition. 8vo. 161. 



Bexkebi : 



Orator es Attioi, ex 

I. AnlipboD, AndoL-ideR, 
II. iBocrateti. 18^3. 8vo. 
III. laaeuj, AeachiiiM, Lj^urgua, Diiujclia*, etc. iSaj. Sro. 7». 

Faroemiographi Oraaci, quorum pars niiiK/ primtim ex 

Codd. i:i^9. Tiilgatur. Edidit T. GilSFoBD, S.T.P. i8j6, Svo. ;». M. 

PLATO. 

Apology, wifcb a revised Text and English Notes, and 

m Digest uf Platonic Idioins, by JaV£H RlDIiELL, M.A. 8vo. 8>. fii. 

Fhilebus, with a revised Test and English Notes, by 

Edwaec Foktk, M.A. 8vo. J». 6rf, 

Bophistes and FoUticns, with a revised Text and Eng- 

liali Notes, by L. CAUrmiLL, M.A, 8vo. iS<. 
Theaetetus, with a revised Text and English Not«8, by 

L. Ca>[I'iiet.l, M.A. Hecoiid Edition. 8to. icm. M. 
The DialoguoB, translated into English, with Analyses 

knd Intmducliou*, by B. JowetT, M.A. 5 vols, medium Svo. il. lot. 

The Bepublic, translated into English, with Analysis and 

IntroducUnn.bjB. JowETT,M.A. Medium Svo. llf.6d.; half-nan, 1 4*. 

Index to Plato. Compiled lor Prof. Jowett's Translation 

of the Dialogues. By Evklyh Abbott, M.A. Svo. Paper cover., »,. 6<i. 

Flotinns. Edidit P. Creuzek. Tomi III. 1835. 4to. il.Ha. 

Polybiufl. Selections, Edited by J. L. Strachan-Davidson, 
M.A. Willi Map>. Medium Svo. buekrtun, ii<. 

SOFH OGLES. 

The Plays and Fragments. With English Notes and 

latrodactioai, by Lewis Caki-bkll, M.A. 1 voU. 
Vol, I. Oedipua Tymimiia. Oedipm Coloneus, Antigone. 8to. i6«. 
Vol. II. AJBX. Electra. Tncliiniae. Philoctotes. Fragmanta. 8to. i6j. 
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SOPHOCLES (continued). 

Tragfoediae et Fragmenta, ex recensione et cum com- 

menUriis GuiL. Dindobfu. Third Edition, a yoIs. Foap. Sto. i^. u. 

Each Play separately, limp, 2«. 6d. 

The Text alone, with large margin, small 4to. 8«. 

The Text alone, square i6mo. 3^. 6d, 

Each Play separately, limp, 6d. 

Tragoediae et Fragmenta cum Annotationibus Ouil. 



DiimoBrii. Torn! II. 1849. 8vo. io«. 

The Text, Vol. I. 5*. 6d. The Notes, Vol. II. 48. 6d. 

Stobaei Florilegium. Ad mss. fidem emendavit et sup- 

plevit T. Gaisfobd, S.T.P. Tomi IV. iSaa. Svo. i^ 

Eclogarum Physicarum et Ethicarum libri duo. Ac- 

cedit Hieroclis Commentarius in aurea carmina Pythag^reorum. Ad 
mss. Codd. recensait T. Gaisfobd, S.T.P. Tomi II. 1850. Svo. ii«. 

Thuoydides. Translated into English, with Introduction^ 

Marginal Analysis, Notes, and Indices. By B. Jowstt, M.A., Regius 
Professor of Greek, a vols. Medium Svo. i^. I as. 

XENOPHON. Ex rec. et cum annotatt. L. Dikdorfii. 

I. Historia Oraeca. S&eond Edition. 1S53. Svo. lOf. 6d. 

II. Expeditio Cyri. Second Edition, 1S55. 8vo. los. W. 

III. Institutio Cyri. 1S57. Svo. 10*. td, 

IV. Memorabilia Socratis. iS6a. Svo. ;#. 6d, 

V. Opuscula Politica Equestria et Venatica cum Arriani 

LibeUo de Venatione. iS$6. Svo. los. 6d, 

GREEK EDUCATIONAL WORKS. 

Gbamhaks^ Exercise Books^ &c. 

Chandler. The Elements of Greek Accentuation : abridged 

from his larger work hy H. W. Chandler, M JL. Extra fcap. Svo. as. 6<l. 

King and Cookson. An Introduction to the Comparative 

Grammar of Greek and Latin. By J. K KiKO, M.A., and C. CooKSOir, 
MA.. Extra fcap. Svo. 5s. 6d, 

Liddell and Soott. An Intermediate Oreek - English 

Lexicon, abridged from LiDDXLL and Scott*8 Seventh Edition. SmaU 4to. 
I as. 6 J. 

Liddell and Soott. A Greek-English Lexicon, abridged 

from Liddell and Scott*8 4to. edition. Square lamo. 7s. 6<l. 
London : Hxhbt Fbowdk, Amen Comer, E.C. 



MUler. A Greek Teslamcnt Primer. An Easy Grammar 

and Beading Book for the ubb of Students beginning Greek. Bj the 
Rev. E. MlLLKB, M.A. Extrft fcap. Eva. Jf. 6d. 

Uoulton. The AncieDt Classical Drama. A Study in Literary 
Efnlutinn. Intended for Readers in En^Unli uid in tlie Original. By 
K. G. MOULTON, M.A. Crown 8™. Si. 6rf. 

Wordsworth. A Greek Primer, for the use of beginnera in 

that Langaage. B; the Right Itev. Cu&kles WoaoawuftTB, D.C.L. 
SerenCi Edition. Extra feap. Svo. ii. 6d. 

Graecae Grammuticae Rudimenla in usum Scholarum, 

Auotore CaBoLO WuhdswOUTH, D.C.L. Ninclecntk Edition, iimo. <«. 



FasBogas for Tranalation into Qreek Frosa. By J. YouNO 

Sabue.nt, M.A. Kitra f<sp. Sto. jj. 

Exemplaiia Oraeca. Being Selections from " Passages for 

IVanidatii-Qintu Ur.uk Pm«e." By IhoBfline authi.r. Eitrafoaii. 8to. 3.. 

Uodals and Hateriala for Greak Iambic Terse. By the 

name author. Ectm f^p. 8vd. ^,. M. 

Oraeca Beddenda. By C. S. Jkrriu, M.A. Extra feap. 
8vo. 2». 6d. 

Beddenda Biinora, or Easy Passages, Latin and Greek, for 

Unseen 'i'nuulstieD. By C. !i. JekhaU, M.A. Extra feap. Svo. ii. 6d. 

Anglloe Beddenda, or Extracts, Latin and Greek, for Unseen 
TrsnuUtiuD. By C. S. Jesbau, M.A. Extra feap. Bvo. ». 6d. 

Anglica Beddenda. Second Series. By the same Author. 

Kitra feap. 8vo. 38. 

Models and Exercises in Unsaen Translation. By H. F, 

foi, M.A., fluJ T, -M. BnoMLEV. M.A. Extra leap. Sto. ji. 6,7. 

Oolden Treasury of Ancient Qreak Foetry. By R. S. 

WmiiHT, M.A. t^ecoii.t EJifio,.. Iteviied by Evklvb AbBuTT, M,A^ 
LL.D. Extra feap. Hvo. 101. 61I. 

Golden Trewury of Oreek Prose, being a Collection of the 

finwt pauageB in the principal Greek Prose Writers, with Introductory 
Noticee and Notes. By It. 8. Wbioht, M.A., and J. E. L. Sb&dwbu^ 
M.A. Extra feap. Sio. 41. 6d. 
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Oreek Readers. 
Easy Greek Reader. By Evelyn Abbott, M.A. In one or 

two Parts. Extra foap. 8vo. 3#. 

First Greek Header. By W. G. Rushbrooke, M.L. Second 

Edition, Extra foap. 8vo. 2«. 6d. 

Second Greek Reader. By A. M. Bell, M.A. Extra fcap. 

8vo. 3«. 6d, 

Specimens of Greek Dialects ; being a Fourth Greek Reader. 

With Introductions, etc By W. W. Mebbt, D.D. Extra fcap. Svo. j^s, 6d, 

Selections from Homer and the Greek Dramatists ; being 

a Fifth Oreek Reader. With Explanatory Notes and Introductions 
to the Study of Greek Epic and Dramatic Poetry. By Eyilth Abbott, 
M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 41. 6d, 



Greek Classics for Schools. 

Aeschylus. In Single Plays. Extra fcap. Svo. 

I. Agamemnon. With Introd action and Notes, by 

Abthub Sidowick, M.A. Third Edition, 30, 

II. Choephoroi. By the same Editor. 3^. 

III. Eumenides. By the same Editor, y. 

IV. Prometheus Bound. With Introduction and Not^s, 

by A. O. Pbickabd, M^A. Second Edition, 28, 

Aristophanes. In Single Plays. Edited, with English 

Notee, Introduotiona, ftc, by W. W. Mbbbt, D.D. Extra foap. Syo. 

I. The Acharnians. Third Edition, $«. 

II. The Clouds. Third Edition, 3*. 

III. The Frogs. Second Edition, 3«. 

IV. The Knights. Second Edition, a«. 

V. The Birds. 3*. 6d, 

Oebes. Tabula. With Introduction and Notes. By C. S. 

Jbbbax, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 2$. 6d, 

London : Hkhkt Fbowdi, Abmb Corner, E.OL 
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SamostheneB. Orations againat Pbilip. With Introduction 

uid Notes, by Eveltn Abbott, M.A., and P. E. MATHtsDN, M.A. 
Vol. I. Philippic I. DiTathlaca I-IU. Extn fcap. 8td. 3*. 
Yol. II. De Puce, Philippic IT, De ChenoDMO, Ptiilippio III. Eztrs 
fcap. 8vo. 4». 6rf. 

Euripides. In Single Plays. Extra fcap. 8to, 

I. Alcestis. Edited by C. S, Jerbau, M.A. 3«. 6d. 

II. Hecuba. Edited by C. H. Russell, M.A. 2*. 6rf. 

III. Helena, Edited, with Inlroductioii,Not'es, etc., for 

Upper and Middle Forma. By C. 9. JebeaM, M_i. 3*. 

IV. Ileracleidae. By C. S. Jekeam, M.A. 3*. 

V. Iphigcnia in Tauris. By the eame Editor, 3*, 

VI. Medea. By C. B. Heberden, M.A. is. 

Herodotus. Book IX. Edited, with Notes, by Evelyn 
Abbott, M.A. Eit™ fi»p. 8vo. jj. 

Select.ionB. Edited, with Introdnction and Notes, by 

W. W. Msuitr, D.D. Extra fcap. Svo. t: M. 

I. Iliad, Books I-XII. With an Introduction and a 
brief Homeric Grammar, ftud Nntei. By D. B. MoNBO, M.A. 

Second Edition. Extra fuBp. 8vo. 61. 

n. Iliad, Books XIII-XXIV. With Notes. By the 

Bftme Editor. Extra fcap. Svo. 61. 

m. Iliad, Book I. ByD. B. Monro, M.A. Secoml Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vn. 2: 

IV. Iliad, Books VI and XXI. With Introduction and 

Notes. By Hebbebt Uailhtdmk, M.A. EiQafcap. Sto. ir 6(f.eaoh. 

V. Oilyseey, Books I-XII. By W. W. Meerv, D.D. 

FoTlitik Thonrand. E-itra fvap. Svu. £«. 

Books I and II, separately, each i«. 6d. 

VI. OdysBBv, Books Xm-XXIV. By the aime Editor. 

Extni fc&p. Svo. 51. 

Iiucian. Vera Historia. By C. S. Jer&am, M.A. Second 

Edliitm. Extra fcap. Rvo. i>. 6.J. 
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. Epitaphios. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 

by F. J. Snkll, B.A. Extra fcap. 8yo. 29, 

Plato. Meno. With Introduction and Notes. By St. 

George Stock, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. a«. 6(1. 

The Apology. With Introduction and Notes. By St. 



George Stock, M.A. Extra fcap. Syo. 29, 6d, 

Sophocles. For the use of Schools. Edited with Introduc- 
tions and English Notes. By Lewis Campbell, M.A., and Eveltn 
Abbott, M.A. New and Reoi9ed Hdition, 2 vols. Extra fcap. Svo. 
io#. 6d, 

Sold separately : Vol. I, Text, 4s. 6<2. ; Vol. II, Explanatory Notes, 69, 

Or in single Flays: — 

Oedipus Coloneus, Antigone, is. gd. each; Oedipus Tyrannus, 

Ajax, Electra, Trachinlae, Philoctetes, 28. each. 

Sophocles. Oedipus Rex : Dindorf s Text, with Notes by the 

present Bishop of St. David's. Extra fcap. Svo. limp, 19. 6d, 

Theocritus (for Schools). With English Notes. By H. 

Ktkaston, D.D. (late Snow). Fourth Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. 49. 6d, 

XENOPHON. Easy Selections (for Junior Classes). With a 

Vocabulary, Notes, and Map. By J. S. Phillpotts, B.C.ll, and C. S. 
Jerbam, M.A. Third Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 6<{. 

Selections (for Schools). With Notes and Maps. By 

J. S. Phillpotts, B.C.L. Fourth Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 6d. 

Anabasis, Book I. Edited for the use of Junior Classes 

and Private Students. With Introduction, Notes, etc. By J. Mabshall, 
M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 29. 6d. 

Anabasis, Book II. With Notes and Map. By C. S. 

Jerbam, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. a«. 

Anabasis, Book III. With Introduction, Analysis, 

Notes, etc. By J. Marshall, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 29. 6d. 

Vocabulary to the Anabasis. By J. Marshall, M.A. 



Extra fcap. Svo. is. 6d. 

— Cyropaedia, Book I. With Introduction and Notes. By 

C. Bioo, D.D. Extra fcap. Svo. 2s. 



London : Hbxry Frowdv, Amen Comer, E.C 




XeDophoa (coitlinueif). 

- Cyropaedia, Books IV and V. 



With Introduction and 

Note's. By C. Bigg, D.D. Ertr» feap. Svo. it. 6d. 

— Hellenica, Books I, II. With Introduction and Notes, 

Bj G. G. Omdekhill, M.A. Extm feap. Svo. 31. 

— Memorabilia. Edited for the use of Schools, with 



SECTION V. 



ORIENTAL LANGUAGES*. 



THE SACBED BOOKS OF THE EAST. 



• 



First Series, VuIb. l— XXIV. Demy Svo. oloth. 

Vol. I. The Upaniehads. Translated by F. Max Mcller. 

Port I. KW.6J. 

Vol. II. The Saci-ed Laws of the Aryas, as taught in the 

Schoola of ApuUuibn, Gautanu, ViaieliMii, and BniidliltyuiK. Trsni- 
lated b; Prol. Gkubg BuhlEB. Pari I. lOi. 6d. 

Vol. III. The Sacred Books of China. Tlie Tuxts of Con- 
fuciKuimn. TniiRUted by Jahes Lboqe. Parti, iii. 6d. 

Vol. IV. The Zend-Avesta. Part I. The Vendidfld. Trans, 
lated 1>7 Jaueb DABHUTETin. km. Gd. 

Vol. V. Tlie Pahlavi Texts. Translated by E. W. Wbst. 



rtl. 



The Quran. 



Vols. VI ni 

Palheh. :i>. 
Vol, VII. The InBtitutes of Vishn: 

JOLLT, 10*. 6d. 

Vul. VIU. The Bhagavadgifa, with The Sanafsxi^tJya, and 

Tlie Anngltl. Tniulated bj KashikAth Tbimbak Telano. 101, 6d. 



Translated by E. H 
Translated by 3vLW 




See ftlao AhecdoTa Oxon., Series II, III, pp. 36-38, briuw. 
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The Sacred Books of the East {continued!). 

Vol. X. The Dhammapada, translated from P^li by F. Max 

MiJLLEB ; and The Satta-Nip&ia, translated from Pftli by Y. Fadsboll ; 
being Canonical Booki of the Buddhists. lOf . 6<2. 

Vol. XI. Buddhist Suttas. Translated from Pali by T. W. 
Rhts Davids. lot. 6<f. 

Vol. XII. The &itapatha-Br&hmaffa, according to the Text 

of the Madhyandina School. Translated by Julius Eooslino. Part I. 
Books I and II. 1 2%, 6d. 

Vol. XIII. Vinaya Texts. Translated from the Pali by 

T. W. Buys Davids and Hebmann Oldenbero. Part I. io#. 6d. 
Vol. XIV. The Sacred Laws of the Aryas, as taught in the 

Schools of Apafltamba, Gautama, VaftiffhMa and Baudh^yana. Translated 
by Geobo Buhler. Part II. los. 6d, 

Vol. XV. The Upanishads. Translated by F. Max Muller. 

Part II. io«. 6d. 

Vol. XVI. The Sacred Books of China. The Texts of 

Confucianism. Translated by James Leooe. Part II. lOf. 6d, 

Vol. XVII. Vinaya Texts. Translated from the Pali by 
T. W. Rhts Davids and Hebmann Oldenbebq. Part II. lOf. 6d, 

Vol. XVIII. Pahlavi Texts. Translated by E. W. West. 

Part 11. I2s,6d, 

Vol. XIX. The Fo-sho-hing-tsan-king. A Life of Buddha 

by A«vagho«ha Bodhisattva, translated from Sanskrit into Chinese by 
DharmarakBha, A.D. 420, and from Chinese into English by Samuel 
Beal. io«. 6d. 

Vol. XX. Vinaya Texts. Translated from the Paii by T. W. 
Rhys Davids and Hebmann Oldenbebq. Part III. io«. 6d, 

Vol. XXI. The Saddharma-pn^^arika ; or, the Lotus of the 

True Law. Translated by H. Kebn. I2«. 6d. 

Vol. XXII. ffaina-Sutras. Translated from Prakrit by 

Hebmann Jacobl Part I. io«. 6d, 

Vol. XXIII. The Zend-Avesta. Part IL Translated by James 

Dabmesteteb. lOf. 6d, 

Vol. XXIV. Pahlavi Texts. Translated by E. W. West. 

Part III. 10*. 6d, 

London : Hbmbt Pbowdi, AnMn Corner, EXT. 
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THE SACBED BOOKS OF THE EAST. (Seoond Series.) 

Vol. XXV. Miinu. Tranalftfed by Geohq BOhlkr. 2l«. 



VoIb. XXVII and XXVIII. The- Sacred Books of China. 

TbeTextBofConfuciuiiam. TrBnal&teil bj jAUi:a Legqe. P>rla III uiJ 
IV. 25'- 
Vols. XXIX and XXX. T!n^ G»-(liya-SiJtras. Rules of Vedic 
Domeatio CerainonicB. Tran-Utpc! by Uehuahn OtPBNOzao. 

P»rt I (Vol. XXIX). tu.6d. 

Part II (Vol. XXX). Ir the Frn>. 

Vol. XXXI. The Zend-Avesta. Part III. Translated by 

L.H. Mills, ij». 6,y. 

Vol. XXXIII, Nurada, and some Minor Law-books. 

TruiaUted by JuLitts JoLlt. lOg. (3(/. 

Vol. XXXIV. The VedfLnta-Sdtnis, witb 5ankara's Com- 

nienlaty. Tranilated by G. Tbibaut. \2: 6<l. 

Vol. XXXV. Milinda. Translated by T. W. Rhys Davids. 

IM. 6d. 

In the Press : — 
Vol. XXXII. Vedic Hymns. Translated by P. Max 

MiJLLEH. Parti. 

Vol. XXXVII. The Naaks, etc. Vol. I. By E. W. Wrst. 
Vols. XXXIX, XL. The Too Teh King, etc. By Jamb 



ARABIC. A Practical Arabic Grammar. Part I. Compiled 
by A. O. Gbibm, BriKftdo M»jor, R«j«l Engineer*. Srraiui BiUtiem, 
Enlargti}. Crown 8to. -jL^d. 

CHIITESE. Ca(alog:ne of tbe Chinese Translation of the 

Budrihtat Tripifnkk, the Sucrad Canou ol thi- Buddhi.'U in China and 
J»l«!i. Compiled bj HcNYio Namjio. 4I0. it. ij». 6>(. 

Handbook of the Chinese Language. 

Granimoir uid Chrestomatliy. By Jai 
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CHINESE. Record of Buddhistic Kingdoms ; being an Ac- 
count by the Cbineee Monk FX-hiek of hit travels in Indm and Ceylon (▲.D. 
399-414) in search of the Buddhist Books of Discipline. Tranuated and 
annotated, with a Corean recension of the Chinese Text, by James LEOOBy 
M.A., LL.D. Crowji. 4to, boards, io«. ^d, 

CHALDEE. Book of Tobit. A Chaldee Text, from a 

unique MS. in the Bodleian Library; with other Rabbinical Texts, 
English Translations, and the Itala. Edited by Ad. Nbdbaueb, M.A. 
Crown 8vo. 6«. 

COPTIC. Libri Prophetaram Majoram, cum Lamentationil )us 

Jeremiae, in Dialecto Linguae Aegyptiaoae Memphitica seu Coptica. 
Edidit cum Versione Latina H. Tattam« S.T.P. TomilL 1852. Svo. i;^. 

Libri duodecim Prophetanim Minorum in Ling. Aegypt. 

vulgo Coptica. Edidit H. Tattam, A.M. 1836. 8vo. 8«. 6d, 

Novum Testamentum Coptice, cura D. Wilkins. 1716. 



4to. 1 2«. 6d, 

HEBBEW. Psalms in Hebrew (without points). Cr. Svo. 29, 
Driver. Notes on the Hebrew Text of the Books of 

Samuel. By S. R. Driver, D.D. Svo. 14^. 

Treatise on the use of the Tenses in Hebrew. 

By S. R. Driver, D.D. Second Edition, Extra fcap. 8vo. 7s. 6rf. 

Commentary on the Book of Proverbs. Attributed 



to Abraham Ibn Ezra. Edited from a Manuscript in the Bodleian 
Library by S. R. Driver, D.D. Crown Svo, paper covers, $«. 6d. 

Neubauer. Book of Hebrew Roots, by Abu '1-Waltd 

MarwAn ibn Jan^, otherwise called Rabbi Ydnah. Now first 
edited, with an Appendix, by Ad. Neubaueb. 4to. 2L 7«. 6d, 

Spurrell. Notes on the Hebrew Text of the Book of 

Genesis. By G. J. Spubrbll, M.A. Crown Svo. los. 6<f. 

Wickes. Hebrew Accentuation of Psalms, Proverbs, and 

Job. By William Wickes, D.D. Svo. 5*. 

Hebrew Prose Accentuation. Svo. lo*. trf. 

SANSKRIT. — Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Etymologieally 

and Philologically arranged, with special reference to Greek, Latin, 
German, Anglo-Saxon, English, and other cognate Indo-European 
Languages. By Sir M. Monieb-Willl^ms, D.CL. 4to. 4/. 14^. M, 

Practical Grammar of the Sanskrit Language, arranged 

with reference to the Classical Languages of Europe, by Sir M. MoMiER- 
WiLLiAifS, D.CL. Fourth Edition, Svo. 15s. 

Ixmdun : Hbnby Fbowdk, Amen Comer, E.GL 
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flANSKBIT (coufinutd). 

Nalopiikliyfinam. Story of NiJa, an Episode of the Mah(S- 

bh£r&U : tLa Sanakrit Ttit, wiOl a copiuus V'xsbuliiry, and an im- 
proTed Teraion of Dean Milman-g Tranilation, by Sir M, Mi.JiIKii- 
WiLUAMS, D.C.L. Snond Hdilien, £ei-Utd and luipi-ofrd. 8to. i^t. 

Sakantala. A Sanskrit Drama, in Bcven Acts. Edited 

bj Sm M. MoNlK8-Wii.i,l*!*B, D.C'.L. Second Edition. 8vo. tl. xt. 

SYBIAC. — Theeaorna SyriaouH: coUef^ernnt Quatremlre, 

Bernstein, LorabMh, Arnold! , Agrell, FielJ, Koediger; edidit B. PlTKB 
SMrrH, S.T.P. Vol. I. mnlamiiiK Faso. I-V. tim. f.il. 5!. 5.. 
FascVI, If. II. Faw. VII, il.iu.6d. Faac. VIII. il. i6j<, 

The Book of Kalilah and Dimnah. Translated from 

Arabic into Sjriac. EdiitJ by W. WklghT, LL.D. 8vo. iI. k. 

CyriUi Archiepiscopi Alexandrini Commeutarii in Lucae 

ETUigelium quae iu|>«rsuDt Syriace. E MSS. apud Mas. Bntui. edidit 
R. Payne SuiTU, A.M. 4(0. it. la. 

- Trauakted by R. Payne Smith, M.A. 2 vola. 8vo. I4«. 



— Ephraemi Syri, Rabulae Episcopi EdesBeni, Balaei, etc., 

Operu SelecU. E Codd. Syria^^ia insa. in Mua») BriUnnioo el IJiblloiheci* 
Bodleiana asserTatiit prituui edidit J. J. Otkrhsck. Sro. tl. It. 

— John, Bishop of E|>hesua. The Third Part of his Eccle- 

Biulical Hiilory. [In Byriac.] Now fi«t editttl by VVjt.LiAM OraiTair, 
M.A. 4to. xl. i». 
— Triuislated hy R. Payne Smith, M.A. Sto. im. 
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ANECDOTA OXONIENSIA.— Classical Series {continued). 

III. Aristotle's Physics. Book VII. With Introduction by 

R. Shute, M.A. 29, 

IV. Bentley's Plautine Emendations. From his copy of 

Gronovins. By E. A. Sonnenscheik, M.A. 2s, 6d. 

V. Harleian MS. 2610 ; Ovid's Metamorphoses I, II, III. 

1-622; XXIV Latin EpigraniB from Bodleian or other MSS. ; Latin 
Glosses on ApoUinaris Sidonins from MS. Digby 172. Ck>llated and 
Edited by Robinson Ellis, M.A., LL.D. 4«. 



n. SEMITIC BEBIEB. 

I. Commentary on Ezra and Nehemiah. By Rabbi 

Saadiab. Edited by H. J. Mathews, M.A. 3«. 6d, 

II. The Book of the Bee. Edited by Ernest A. Wallis 

BUDOE, M.A. 2I«. 

III. A Commentary on the Book of Daniel. By Japhet Ibn 

Ali. Edited and Translated by D. S. Mabooliouth, M.A. 3 is. 

IV. Mediaeval Jewish Chronicles and Chronological Notes. 

Edited by Ad. Nbubaueb, M.A 149, 



m. ABYAN SEBIES. 

I. Buddhist Texts from Japan, i. Va^ra^*^^edik&. Edited 

by F. Max Mullee. $«. 6d, 

II. Buddhist Texts from Japan. 2. Sukh&vati Vyuha. 

Edited by F. Max Mullee, MA., and Buntiu Nanjio. 7«. 6d. 

III. Buddhist Texts from Japan. 3. The Ancient Palm- 

leaves containing the Pra^N^-Paramita-Hridaya-Siitra and the 
Ushnlsha-Vigaya-Dh&rawl, edited by F. Max Mulleb, M.A., and 
BuNYiu Nanjio, M.A. With an Appendix by G. Buhleb. lOf. 

IV. K^ty&yana's Sarvdnukramani of the Sigveda With 

Extracts from Shar^gurufishya^B Commentary entitled Ved&rthadlpika. 
Edited by A. A. Maodonell, M.A., Ph.D. i6#. 

V. The Dharma Sawgraha. Edited by Kenjiu Kasawara, 

F. Max Mulleb, and H. Weneel. 7#. M, 

London : Hsnry Fbowdb, Amen Corner, B.C. 
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ANECDOTA OXONIEHSIA {confmutil). 

IV. MEDIAEVAL AMD MODEBN 8BBIE8. 

I. Sinonoma Bartlioloinei. Edited by J. L, O, Mowat, 

M.A. It. 6d. 

II. Alphita. Edited by J. L. G. Mowat, M.A. 12*. 6rf. 

III. The Saltair Na Rann. Edited from a MS. in the 

Bmllemn Ubrarj, by Whltlkt Stokes, D.C.L, Jt. 6d. 

IV. The Cath FiDntrfi-,^, or Battle of Ventry. Edited by 

KUNO Mkyer, Pb.D., M.A. Gi. 

V. Lives of Saints, from the Book of Lismore. Edited, 

with Tmulktiou, b; Whitut Stoses, D.C.L. 1^. iii. 6d. 



II. THEOLOGY. 

A. THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, ETC. 
COPTIC. Libri Prophetarum Miijonim, cum Lamentationibos 

JeremiKC, in Diklecto Linguae Acgyptikcao Mempliitica ivu Coptic*. 
EdiditcDmVeniiineLatiuH.TATTAil,S.T.P. Tami IL 1851. 8vo. 17*. 

Liljri duodecim Prophelaram Minonim in Lin<r, Aegypt. 

vnlgo Cti(ilio», Edidil H. TATTiM, A.M. 1836, 8vo. Bi. 6d. 

- Novum Tcstumcntum Coptiee, cnra D. Wji-kiss. 1716, 
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EITOIiISH. Tlie Holy Bible in the Earliest English Versions, 

luude Troiii the Latin Vul);ate by JuHN WvcLirrc mill hia fulliiwen : 

edited b; Fokshall uid Madden. 4 vola. 1650. Itojal 4I0. it. it. 

Alio reprinted &oui the above, with Introductioo aoil Glosiarv 

by W. W. Skbai, litl-D. 

I. The Books of Job, Psal ma. Proverbs, Ecelcsiastee, and 
tba Song of SoloiDoii. Extra fbap. 8*D. Ja. M. 

II. The New Testamfnt. E.tra foap. b™ 6,. 
The Holy Bible ; an exact reprint, page for page, of the 

Authorised Verilon published in the year IQll. Lteiuj ^tu. Iialf 
bound. 1 1. It, 

Ottaid ; Clanodun Pno. 



The Holy Scriptures, etc. 39 

ENGLISH {continued). 

The Holy Bible, Revised Version*. 

Cheap editions for School Use, 

Beyised Bible. Pearl i6mo., cloth boards, it. 6d. 

Bevised New Testament. Nonpareil 3amo., 6d, ; Brevier i6mo., i#. ; 
Long Primer 8vo., is, 6d, 

The Oxford Bible for Teachers, containino^ supple- 
mentary. Helps to the Study of the Bible, including sunmiaries of the 

peyeral Books, with copious explanatory notes ; and Tables illustrative of 
Scripture History and the chantcteristics of Bible Lands with a complete 
Index of Subjects, a Concordance, a Dictionary of Proper Names, and a 
series of Maps. Prices in various sizes and bindings from 3«. to a/. 5«. 

Helps to the Study of the Bible, taken from the 

OxFOBD Bible fob Teachers. Crown 8vo, 3«. 6J, 

The Psalter, or Psalms of David, and certain Cantieles, 

with a Translation and Exposition in English, by Richard Rolle of Ham- 
pole. Edited by H. R. Bramlet, M.A., Fellow of S. M. Magdalen College, 
Oxford. With an Introduction and Glossary. Demy 8vo. il. is. 

Studia Biblica et Ecclesiastica. Essays in Biblical 

and Patristic Criticism, and kindred subjects. By Members of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. 8vo. Vol. I. io«. 6df. 

Vol. II. 13*. 6(L Vol. III. In the Pras. 

Lectures on the Book of Job. Delivered in Westminster 



Abbey by the Very Rev. G. G. Bradley, D.D. Crown 8vo. 7#. 6d, 

— Lectures on Ecclesiastes. By the same Author. Cr. 8 vo. 

■— The Book of Wisdom : the Greek Text, the Latin Vul- 
gate, and the Authorised English Version ; with an Introduction, Critical 
Apparatus, and a Commentary. By W. J. Deane, M. A. 4to. i a*. 6d, 

— The Five Books of Maccabees, in English, with Notes 

and Illustrations by Henry Cotton, D.C.L. 1832. 8vo. 10*. 6d, 

— List of Editions of the Bible in English. By Henry 

Cotton, D.C.L. Second Edition, 185 a. 8vo. S».6tK 

— Bhemes and Doway. An attempt to shew what has 

been done by Roman Catholics for the diffusion of the Holy Scriptures in 
English. By Henry Cotton, D.C.L. 1855. 8vo. 9*. 

♦ The Bevised Version is the joint property of the Universities of 

Oxford and Cambridge. 

London: Henby Fkowdb, Amen Comer, E.C. 
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im Interpr. et 

I- 6d. 

The Oospel of St. Mark in Gottiio, according- to the 

U-cnsUtion in»de by Wulfila in the Fourth Centnry. Edited by 
W. W. Skeat, Litt.D. Exlni fcup. Svo. 4*. 

GBEEK. Old Testament. Vettis Testa meutuni ex Versione 

Septu>^nt& latcrprctum ■ecundum eiemplar Vationiim Komae editum. 
Accedit potior TirietA) Codicil AleKandriui. Tomi III. iSiuo. iSt. 

Vetii§ TeBlamentum Graece cum Variis Lectionibus. 

Editiocein ■ B. Holuss, S.T.P. Inchaatam continDftvit J.Faesokb,S.T.B. 
Tomi V. 1798-18)7. foUo, 7t 

Ongenis Hexaplorum qiine supersunt ; sive, Vetenim 

Inteqireliim Graecorom jn totum Vetna TestamentUDi Fngmenta. Edidit 
FBrDiwcrsKiii-D, A.M. a vols. 1S75. 410. j(. 5*. 

Essays in Biblical Greek. ByEowiM Hatch, M.A., D.D. 

8vo. lof, 6.;. 

An Essay on tlie Place of Ecclesiastic lis in Semitic 

Liternture. By D. S. Margoliocth, M.A., Lkudiui i^oreBior of Anlno 
in tlie Uairsnity of Oxford. Small 410. 11. 6d. 

Now Testament. Novnm Testamentum Graecp, Anti- 

quiuiiuorum t'utlicttui Teitui in ordine p&rallelo UiipotJU. Edidit 
E. H. Uanbell, ai'.B. Tomi III. Svo. 14 j. 

Novam Teetamentiim Graece, Accedunt parallela 

S. 8CTiplur»e loc*. etc. Edidit Caboldh Lujth, S.T.P.H, i8mo. 3.. 
Od writing papRr, with wide margin, to*. 6d, 

Critical Appendices to thp above, by W. Sanday, M.A. 

Eit™ foap. Svo. clolb, 3J1. dd. 

Novum Teslanjentuni Graece juxta Exemplar Milliamim. 

tSmo. II. 6d. On wrilioK paper. Willi wide oiartpo, 91. 

-- -- Evangelia Sacra Graece. Feap. Svo. limp, i*. 6rf. 

The Greek Testament, with the Readings adopted by 

tbe Kevlnen of Ibe Anthoriied Verainn :— 

([> Pica type, with Marginal Reference!. Demy Sro. lof. 6i. 

(i) Ixmg Primer tyi». Fc»p, Bvo. 41. 6<f, 

{i'l The lame, od writing paper, with wide margin, Ijf. 

— The New Testament in Greek and English. Edited by 
E. Cabuwill. D.D. 1 vol*. 1837. Crown Svo. 6#. 

— The Parallel New TesUment, Greek and English ; 
being the Autboriied Venion, l6n ; the Keviied Veraioo, 18S1 1 ajiii 
the Ureek Text followed in ttie Hevised Vernon. 8to. I it. 6<L 
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GBEEK (continued), 

Diatessaron ; sive Historia Jesu Christi ex ipsis Evan- 

gelisUmm verbis apte dispodtis confecta. Ed. J. Whits. 3«. 6<2. 

Outlines of Textual Criticism applied to the New 

Testameut. By C. E. Hammond, M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 3«. 6(2. 

A Greek Testament Primer. An Easy Grammar and 

Reading Book for the use of Students beginning Greek. By £. Miller, 
M.A. Extra fcap. Svo. 38. 6(2. 

Canon Muratorianus : the earliest Catalogue of the Books 

of the New Testament. Edited with Notes and a Facsimile of the 
MS. in the Ambrosian Library at Milan, by S. P. Trsgelles, LL.D. 
1867. 4to. los. 6(f. 

HEBREW, etc. Notes on the Hebrew Text of the Book of 

Genesis. By G. J. Spubbell, M.A. Crown Svo. io#. 6<7. 

Notes on the Hebrew Text of the Books of Samuel. 

By S. R. Detveb, D.D. Svo. 14*. 

The Psalms in Hebrew without points. Stiff covers, 2*. 

A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs. Attributed 

to Abbaham Ibn Ezra. Edited from a MS. in the Bodleian Library 
by S. R. Dbiveb, D.D. Crown Svo. paper covers, 3*. dd, 

The Book of Tobit. A Chaldee Text, from a unique MS. 

in the Bodleian Library ; with other Rabbi ni(Uil Texts, English Translations, 
and the Itala. Edited by Ad. Neubaueb, M.A. Crown Svo. 6«. 

Hebrew Accentuation of Psalms, Proverbs, and Job. 

By William Wickes, D.D. Svo. 5*. 

Hebrew Prose Accentuation. By the same. Svo. 10*. 6rf. 

Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicae, a J. Ltghtfoot. A new 

Edition, by R. Gandell, M.A. 4 vols. 1S59. ^^^* i^* !'• 

LATIN. Libri Psalmorum Versio antiqua Latina, cum Para- 

phrasi Anglo-Saxonica. Edidit B. Thobpe, F.A.S. 1S35. Svo. km. 6</. 

Nouum Testamentum Domini Nostri lesu Christi Latine, 



secundum Editionem Sancti Hieronymi. Ad Codicum Manuscriptorum 
fidem recensuit Iohamnes WoBDSWOBTii,S.T.P., £piB<x>pus Sarisburiensis ; 
in opens societatem adsumto Hembico Iuliano White, A.M. Partis 
PriorU Fcuoiculus Primus, Euangelium Secundum Matiheum. Quarto, 
Paper covers, I2«. 6d, 

Ix>Ddon : UsNRY Frowdk, Amen Comer, E.G. 
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LATIN (cOHdattai). 

Old-Latin Biblical Teste : No. I. The Gospel ac- 

coiding to St. MMthew. from the St, Gcnnwn MS. (g,). Edited with 
Introdactioa and AppsDilicea bj JuHK WoHDSWoRTH, D.D. Small 4tu,, 
■tiff covers, 6i, 

OW-Latio Biblical Texts: No. II. Portions of the 

GonpeU accordiag to Ht. Mark and St. Matthew, from the Bobhio Mi4. 



. Old-Latin Biblical Tests: No. III. The Four Gospels, 

trnin the Munich MS. (ql, nuw numbered Lat. 6114 in the lioyal 
Library at Munich. With a Fragment from St. John in the Hof- 
Bibllothek at Vienna (Cod. Lat. 50a). Edited, with the aid of 
TifKihendorfs tiaDBcript (under the direetinn of the lli"hop of Solisburyl, 
b; H. J. WaiTE, H.A. Small ^to. ctitfCDTeiB, I». 6(j. 

OLD-FBENCH. Libri Psiilmoram Versio antiqna GalHca e 

Cod. niB, in Hihl. Bodleiana adBerrato, ana cum Veraiona Metrica aiiis- 
que Monumentia pervetunliB. Nunc primnui dcwu-ipsit et edidit 
FumciacDB Mi<3fiBL, Phil. Doc. i>*6o. Svo. io<. fid. 



B. FATHERS OF THE CHURCH, ETC 

St. AthaiiasiuB: Orations afjainst the Arians. With an 
Account of his Life by William Bbioht, D.D. Crawn Bvo. 91, 

■ Historical Writings, according to tho Benedictine 

Teit. With an Inipoduclion bj W. BbIght, D.D. Crown 8ro. 10*. W. 

St. Augustine: Select Anti-Pelaginu Treatises, and the Acta 

of the Second CouDcll of Orange. With an Introduction b; WlLLUJI 
Briqht, D.D. Crown 8vD. gi. 

Bamabasi The Editio Princeps of the Epistle of, by Arcb- 

biahop Uaahor, as printed at Oxford, A.U. 1G43, and preaervcd in an 
ini)>erfect form in the Bodleian Library. With a Uissertation on the 
Literary History of that Edition, by J . H. Backhudbx, M. A. Small 410. 
3«. 6<i. 

Canona of the First Four General Councils of Nieaoa, Con- 

iilK»l.iiioplp, EphesDB, hnd Chalcedon. Cruwo Svo. 11. 61I. 

Notes on the above. By Willum Bright, D.D, 

Crown Svo. J., 6rf, 

Catenae Oraecorum Fatnim in Novum Testa mentum. 

EJiJitJ. A.CaAMUH. S.T.P. ToiniVIIL Svo. it. ^t. 
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ClementiB Alexandrini Opera, ex recensione Guil. Uindorfii. 

Tomi IV. 8vo. 3/. 

Cyrilli ArehiepiBcopi Alexandrini in XII Prophetas. Edidit 
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Codd. mss. recensuit T. Gaisfobd, S.T.P. Tomi IV. Svo. i/. 10*. 

Evangelicae Demonstrationis Libri X. Recensuit T. 
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CruwnSvn. toi.6d. 

An A{>pciidii to the above, crown 6*a. paper covers, if. 6d. 

IiQofric UCisa&I, The, as nsod in the Calhednil of Exeter during 
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Supplementary Statutes made by the University of 

Oxford, and by certain of the Col U^es therein, in pursnanoe of theUiii- 
Tsrsilius of Uiford and Cambridge Act, 1877; approved by the Qaeen in 
Council. 8vo. Paper covers, 11. 6d, 

Statutes of the University of Oxford, codified in the 

B«r 1636 under the Aothurity of Abchbishop Lii-'D, Chancellor of the 
nireraitj. Edited by the late John GBirFiTBS, D.D. With an Intm- 
dootion on the History of the Laudian Code by C. L. Shauwkll, M.A., 
B.C.L. 4to. il. It. 




OXFOBD, TJniversity ot {eoalinueif). 

EoKCtments in Parliament, epecinlly concerning the 

Univerxiciei of Oxford and CkmbridKe. Collected and trrangiid bj 

J.GRirriTiis, D.D. 1869. 8vo. m. 
Catalogue of Oxford Graduates from 1659 to 1850. 

Byo. 7... td. 

Index to Willa piovnl in llie Court of the Cliancellor pf 

the rniver^ilj Lf Oifonl, tc. Gompilrd by J. GR(rril-H8, D.D, Ron) 
8vo. 3'- 6d. 

Hacusoript Materials relating to the Hisforjof Oxlbi-d ; 

contained in the Printed Catalogue* of the Bodleiftn and CoUegB 
Librariei. B7 F. Madan, M.A. Svd, 71. 6d. 

FattisoQ. Essaj'a by the late Mauk Pattisov, gometime 
Boottir of Lincoln College. Collected kad RrraDged bj Henht Nettli- 
8HIP, M.A. 1 vdU. 8vo. h». 

Banke. A History of England, principally in the Seven- 
teenth Century. By L. von Ranee. TranBlnted under the inijeriii- 
lendence of G. W. Kitctjis, D.D., and C. W. BoAgE, M.A. 6 t(i1p. 

8.0. li. 3«. 

RawliDBOn. A Mannal of Ancient History. By George 

Rawunson, M.A. Second Edition. Demj 8vo. 14.. 

Bioardo. Letters of David Ricardo to T. R. Mallhne 

(tSio-iBijI. Edited bj .Iahes BoNAB, M.A. Svo. loi. 6d. 

Rogers. History of Agriculture and Prices in England, a.d. 
ijj9-:793. By James E. TBoiigiii Rocekb, M.A. 

Vols. I and n (1259-1400). 8to. si. 2». 

Vole. Ill and IV (1401-1582). 8m 2?. 10*. 

Vols. V and VI (1583-1702). Svo. a/, los. 

■■■ ■■ First Nine Years of the Bank of England, Svo, 8*. firf. 

Protests of the Lords, including those wbidi have been 

eipunged, from 1614 to 1S74; with HiMorical Introdaotioiu. Is threr 
tidatuet. Svo. 3/. tt. 

BULERS OP INDIA: The History of the Indian Empire 

in a cArBfully planned iiucc»»iui> of Political BiogrAphiei. E.l!t«t by Sir 
WrLLiAM WiuuisHiTNTEB, K.C-8I. IncrownSjo. Half-orown lolumt-. 
Now Rrady: 
The BlarqueSB of DaUiouaie. By Sir William Wilson 
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Bulers of India {continued). 

Akbar: and the Rise of the Mughal Empire. By 
Colonel Malleson, C.S.I. 

Dupleix: and the Struggle for India by the European 

Nations. By Colonel Malleson, CS.I. 

Warren Hastings: and the Founding of the British 
Administration. By Captain L. J. Tbotteb. 

Immediately : 
The Marquess of Comwallis : and the Consolidation of 

British Rule. By W. 8. Seton-Kaeb. 

Further volumes wUl he published at short intervals. 



England's Brecovery ; being the History of the Army 

under Sir Hiomas Fairfax. 8vo. 6f. 

Stubbs. Select Charters and other Illustrations of English 

Constitutional History, from the Earliest Times to the Beign of Edward I. 
Arranged and edited by W. Stubbs, D.D., Lord Bishop of Oxford. Fifth 
Edition, Crown Svo. 8#. 6d, 

The Constitutional History of England, in its Origin 

and Development. Library Edition, 3 vols. Demy Svo. 2I, %s. 
Also in 3 yoIb. crown Svo, price 1 28, each. 

Seventeen Lectures on the Study of Medieval and 



Modem History, delivered at Oxford 1S67-18S4. Crown Svo. 8#. 6d, 

Toser. The Islands of the Aegean. By H. Fanshawe 

Tozeb, M.A., F.R.G.S. Crown Svo. 8«. 6d. 

Wellesley. A Selection from the Despatches, Treaties, and 

other Papers of the Mabqubss Wslleslet, K.G., during his Government 
of India. Edited by S. J. Owen, M.A. Svo. iL 4«. 

Wellington. A Selection from the Despatches, Treaties, and 

other Papers relating to India of Field-Marshal the Dukb of Welling- 
ton, K.G. Edited by S. J. Owen, M.A. Svo. il, ^s, 

Whitelook's Memorials of English Affairs from 1625 to 1660. 

4 vols. Svo. 1 1. 10s. 

Bogera. A Manual of Political Economy, for the use of 

Schools. By J. E. Thobold Rogebs, M.A. Third Edition, Extra feap. 
Svo. 4t. 6d. 

Smith's Wealth of Nations. A new Edition, with Notes, 
by J. E. Thobold Rooebs, M.A. a vols. Svo. 2i«. 

London : Hbkby Fbowds, Amen Comer, EX7. 



IV. LAW. 



Anson. Principles of the English Law of Contract, and of 
Ageacj in it> Holalion to CouCract. By SiB W. Q. AKaos, D.CX. 
Fi/ih Edilioii. 8vo. 10.. 6rf. 

— — Law and Custom of the Constitution. Part I. Parlia- 
ment. Sto.im. Gd. Piirt II, In the I'reti. 

Bentham. An Introduction to the Prini 

Le^slBtioa. Bj JeheHt BentHaU. Crown S- 

Digby. An Introduction to the History of the Law of Real 

Property. By Kenelh E. Diobt, M.A. T/iird Edil'am. Svo. km. (id. 

Gh^eber. Les Aquilia. The Roman Law of Damage to Pro- 
perty; boing B Commentary on the Title of the Digent 'Afl Legem 
AqnilUm' (ii. i), Witli kd InlroductioD to the Study of the Corpai Iiiris 
CJTilis. By YsiviS GRtt£B£ti, Dr. Jar., M.A. Svo. lot. 6d. 



Holland. Elements of Jurispnidence. By T. E. Holland, 
D.O.I.. FiflK KdUim. Sro. km. 6d. Juil Publiiktd. 

The European Concert in the Eastern Question, a Col- 
lection of Trentiea and other Poblio Acta. £<Uted, with iDtrodactioni 
and Notci, by T. B. Holland, D.C.L. Svo. hi. 6d. 

Gentilis, Alberici, LCD., I.C.P.R., de lure Belli Libri 

Tre*. Ediiiit T. E. Holland, LCD. SnrnU ^to, half morocco, alt. 

The Institutes of Justinian, edited as a recension of 

the InatitntcB of Raids, by T. E. Holland, D.C.K Secimd EdUxom. 
Bttra fcap, 8vr>. 51. 

Holland and Shadwell. Select Titles from the Digest of 
JoBlJuian. By T. E. Hollaas, D.C.L., and C. L. SaAiiwux, B.C.L. 



AIb 


lold to ParU, in 


paper ooTer*, aa fi>Uow« :— 




X.M. 






Part n. 


Family Law. u. 








Part III 


I'roperty Law. 


i.6d. 






Part IV 


LawofObligatioD 


m (No, 0. 


?i' 


6d. 


Pan IV 


lAworObligatio 


« (No. 2) 


A* 


6d. 



Oiford: ClanlidaB Fna. 
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Markby. Elements of Law considered with reference to 

Principles of General Jurisprudence. By Sir William Mabkbt, D.C.L. 
FwLTih Edition. 8vo. I2f. 6d. 

Moyle. Imperatoris lustiniani Institutionum Libri Quat- 

tuor; with Introductions, Commentary, Excursus and Translation. By 
J. B. Moyle, D.C.L. Second Edition, a vols. 8vo. a at. 

Pollock and Wright. An Essay on Possession in the Common 
Law. By Sir F. Pollock, M.A., and R. S. Wbight, B.C.L. 8vo. 8t. 6d. 

PoBte. Gaii Institutionum Juris CivilisCommentarii Quattuor ; 

or, Elements of Roman Law by Gains. With a Translation and Commen- 
tary by Edwabd Posts, M.A. Third Edition. 8vo. i8«. 

Baleigh. An Outline of the Law of Property. By Thomas 

Ual£IOH, M.A. 8?o, cloth, 7«. 6d, 

Stokes. The Anglo-Indian Codes. By Whitley Stokes, 

LL.D. Vol. I. Substantive Law. 8vo. 30*. Vol. II. Adjective Law. 
8vo. 35«. 

Supplement to the above, 1887, 1888. a*. 6d, 

Twiss. The Law of Nations considered as Independent 

Political Communities. By Sib Traiters Twiss, D.C.L. 

Part I. On the rights and Duties of Nations in time of 
Peace. New Edition. Revised and Enlarged. 8vo. 1 50. 

Part II. On the Rights and Duties of Nations in time of 
War. Second Edition, Revised. 8vo. 21 8, 



V. PHILOSOPHY, LOGIC, etc. 

Baoon. Novum Or<>anum. Edited, with Introduction, Notes, 

&c., by T. Fowler, D.D. Second Edition, 8vo. 15*. 

Novum Organum. Edited, with English Notes, by 

G. W. KiTCHiN, D.D. 8vo. 9*. 6rf. 

Novum Organum. Translated by G. W. Kitchin, D.D. 



8vo. 9«. 6(2. 

Berkeley. The works of George Berkei^y, D.D., formerly 

Bishop of Cloyne ; including many of his writings hitherto unpublished. 
With Prefaces, Annotations, and an Account of his Life and Philosophy, 
by Alexander Campbell Fbaseb, LL.D. 4 vols. 8vo. a/. i8«. 

The Lifoy Letters, d:e.y sejyarately, 1 68. 

London : Hknby Frowdc, Amen Ck>rn«r, E.C. 
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Berkeley. Selections. With Introduction and Notes. For the 

iiMP nf atndenta in Iha Univaraitiei. By AlkxanipEB CaHPBBLL FraSER, 
LL.D, Third Edili'm. Cruwn 8»ii. 7». 6d. 

Bosanquet. Logpe ; or, the Morphology of Knowledge. By 
B. Bc)8.*sijt)ET, M.A. 8™. II*. 

Butler's Works, with Index to the Analogy. 2 vols. 8vo. 1 1 *, 

Fowler. The Elemente of Deductive Logic, designed mainly 

for tfae uie uf Junior StudMitB in the L'niTerBities. By T. FotVLEB, D.D. 
A'litM BdiliOH, with a Cnllection of Eiunplea. Eitn fcap. Svo. Jf . 6d. 

Fowler. The Elements oflnductive Logic, designed mainly for 

tbe use of tttudeuta in the Univenititia. Fourth Edition, Eitrn fcap. 
8vo. 6.. 

The Principles of Morals (Introductory Chapt^re). By 

T. FowLSB, D.D., nnd J. M. Wilsok, B.D. 8vo, bowd., 3,. 6d. 

The Principles of Momls. Part IL By T. Fowleh, D.D. 

Svo. I Of. 6d. 

QreeD. Prolegomena to Ethics. By T. H. Gree^j, M.A. 
Eilited hy A. C. Bbadlet, M.A. 8to. 111. 6d. 

HegeL The Logic of Hegel; translated from the Encyclo- 

[inedik of the PhiloBophical l^enoes. With Prolegomena by William 
WiLLACB, M.A. Svo. 14., 

Home's Treatise of Human Nature. Reprinted from the 

Ori^n&l EilitioD in Three Volume*, and Edited by L. A. Selby-Bigge, 
M.A. Crown Svo. ijc. 

Looke's Conduct of the Understanding. Edited by T. 
F0WI.EB, U.D, Third F-ditioH. E«t™ fcap. 8vo, M. 6rf. 

Lotse'B Logic, in Three Books ; of Thought, of Investigation, 

and of Knowledge. English Triuulation ; Edited by B. Boa.VNQi'ET, M.A. 
^eeo<td Edition. 3 voli. Crown Svo. ]](. 

Metaphysie, in Three Books ; Ontology, Cosmology, and 

pBfchoI.>g7. English TnnelBtion ; Edited by B. BusaNqL'eT, M.A. 
areond Edition, i vols. Crown Svo. In. 

Kartineaa, Types of Ethical Theory. By Jauks Maktineau, 

D.D. SKond EditioTi, 1 volt. Crown Svo. 1 51. 
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MATHEMATICS, etc. 



Aclond. Synopsis of the Pathologjcul Series in the Oxforil 

Museum. By Sir H. W. Aclasd, M.D., F.R.S. 8vo. i: 6d. 
Aldis. A Text- Book of Algebra: with Answers to the 

Examples. By W, 8. Ai.Dis, M.A. Crown 8to. 7». 6d. 

ApUn. The Birds of Oxfordshire. By O. V. Aplin. 8vo. 

with a Mnp and one coloarcd Piute, loi. 6d, 

ArchimediB quae siipersunt omnia cum Eutocii oomtnentariis 

*i rei'eiiBiuuo J. ToBELU, cum novil versicme Lntini. 1791. Fol. li. s». 

BaTneB. Lessons on Thermodynamics. By R. E. Baynes, 



M.A 



Cro« 



I. 7*, 6d. 



BIOLOGICAL SEBIES. (Translations of Foreign Memoirs). 

I. Memoirs on the Physiology of Nerve, of Muscle, and 

of the Electrical Org»n. Eilitecl by J. BuRDOH-SiNDEKSON, M.D , 
F.B.SS.1~ & E. Medium 8vd. tl. le. 

II, The Anatomy of the Frng. By Dr. Aiexander 

ECKKH, Profeunr in the UtuverTtly of Freiburg. Tranitlaled, with 
uunieroDs Annotatioiu ^nd AdditioDi, by Geobok Eablau, M.D. 
Mediaoi Stu. tn. 
IV. Essays upon Heredity and kindred Biological Pro- 
blenm. By l)r, Anausr Weihuass, ProfesBor in the Umveraity of 
Freiburg in Brei«g«u. Authorised TraniUtion. Edited by Edvabv 
B, PouLTtiN, M.A., P.L.8., F.Q.S., Sblkab ScHb»i.AMD, Ph.D.. 
and AHTHv-it E. UmtLSE, MJL, F.L.a Medium 8va. i6>. 

BOTANICAL SEBIES. 

History of Botany (1530-1860). By JCLICB V0» Sachs. 
AuthnriKtd TraiiBlation. by H. E. F. Qabnset, M.A. Revised by 
Ibaac Batley Balfour, ^I.A., M.D., F.R.S. Crown 8to. io«. 

Comparative Anatomy of the Vegetative Organs of the 
PhuiBrogamt and Ferns. By Dr. A. De Bart. Tnndated and 
AnnoUted by F. O. Bowkb, M.A., F.L.S., and D. H. Scon, M.A., 
Ph.D., F.LS. Huyal 8vo, half morocco, 1/. 2: firf. 

Outlines of Classification and Special Morphology of 

Plantc. A new Edition oF Sacbb' Teit-Book of BoUny, Book II. 
By Dr. K. Goebel. Translated by H. E. F. GARKaRT, M.A., and 
Revised by Isaac BaIlet BalFoUB, M.A., M.D., F.R.S. Royal 
8to, balfm 
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Botanioal Series {coHiimied). 

Lectures on the Phyaiolog/ of Plants, By JuLiOS vos 
S*cHB. Transl»l«d hy H. Marshall Wabt, M.A., F.LS. Roy«l 



,, half Qi 



1^ 1 



r. Grf. 



Comparative Morphology and Biology of Punfji, Myee- 

tcBoa sad Kuteria. By Dr. A. I>E BaUy. IVuulatecl liy H. £. F. 
Gahnhei, M.A., Replied by Isaac Baylbv Balfqdh, M.A., M.D., 
F.i{,S. Royal 8vu, half maroaco, if. u. 6.1. 

Lectures on Bacteria. By Dr. A. De Barv, Second 

Impmwl E-hlion. Tnmiilated by H. E. F.GAitNSir, M.A. B«Tia(d 

by IsAAf Bavlev Balmur, M.A., M.D,, F.R.S. Crown 8vo. 6». 

Introduction to Possit Bolaiiy. By Count H. von 

Sulms-LaubacH. Antliorieerl English TranslBlion, by H. E. K. 
GAll^BET,M.A. Edited by Ibaao Bati.ki' BAtroiiB, M.A., M.D., 
F.R.S. 7b at Prut. 
AanalB of Botany. Edited Ijy Isaac Bavlky Balfoitr, M.A., 
M.D., V.R.S., SniNKt H. VmE3, D.Sc., F.R.S., and W. G. Fari/.w, M.D. 
Vol.I. Partal-IV. Eo¥»I Svo, half morocoo. gill lop, li, i6*. 
Vol. II. Pmu V-VIII. 2t. It. 
Vul.111. Fiu-M IX. paper cover, ii».6J.; X. is^.W.; XI. i8i. ; 

Xn.inlhePrei^. 
Ports XIII. ii«. 6d.; XIV. ly. W. ; XV. lot. M. ; 

Bradley's MiscellaneoHs Worfca and CorrespoDdence, With 

an Aixiiunt of Huriot'a Aatronoutidsl Papers. 4to. 1 71. 

Chambers. A Handbook of Descriptive Astronomy. By 
O. F. Chaubeks, F,R.A.S. Fourlk SdilioH. 

Vol. 1. The Sun, PlaneU, and Con.eW. Svo. an. 
Vol.11. Inxtrtiment) and Practical AHtronomy. Sva. ili. 
Vol. III. TJia SUrry HeavenB. Sto. 14*. 

Clarke. Geodesy. By Co!. A. R. Clarke, C.B., R.E. 8vo. 

iit.6d. 
Cremona. Elements of Projective Geometry. By Ltiioi 

I'BEHoNA. Tranalated by C. LEODtBDonF, M.A. 8va. i it. M. 
Graphical Statics. Two Treatises on the Graphical 

talpulua aud Reciprocal Fi^irea in Graphical Statics. By the Huoa 
Authur. Trnnsliited by T. lluDSOS Beabk. Drmy 8vo. 8<. 6d. 

Daubeny's Introduction to the Atomic Theory. i6mo. 6*. 
Doiikin. Acoustics. By W. F. Dokkin, M.A., F.R.S. Second 

Edition. t>own 8yo. 7*. 6rf. 
Etheridge. Fossils of the British Islands, Stratigraphically 

anil Zoologically armnged. Part I. FaLaKOIuIC. By R. Etbeuiduk, 
F,B.SS. L. ft E.. F.G.8. 4I0. i/.io.. 

Oil ord ; Clanndw Pnii. 
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EUCLID BEVISED. Containing the Essentials of the 

Elements of Plane Geometry as given by Euclid in his first Six Books. 
Edited by B. C. J. Nixon, M.A. Second Edition, Crown Syo. 6«, 

Sold separately as follows : — 

Book I. 18, Books I, II. i8, 6d, 

Books I-IV. 3«. Books V, VI. 3*. 

Euclid. Geometry in Space. Containing parts of Euclid's 

Eleventh and Twelfth Books. By the same Editor. Crown 8vo. 3#. 6d, 

Fisher. Class-Book of Chemistry. By W. W. Fisher, M.A., 

F.C.S. Crown 8vo. 4*. 6d. 

Gktlton. The Construction of Healthy Dwellings, By 
Sir Douglas Galton, K.C.B., F.R.S. 8vo. 10*. 6df. 

Gresswell. A Contribution to the Natural History of Scar- 
latina, derived from Observations on the London Epidemic of 188 7- 1888. 
By D. AsTLET Gresswell, M.D. Medium 8vo. 108. 6<f. 

Hamilton and Ball. Book-keeping. New and enlarged 

Edition. By Sir R. G. C. Hamilton and John Ball. Extra fcap. 8vo. 
limp cloth, 28. 

Ruled Esrercise books adapted to the above may be had, price is. 6d. 

Haroourt and Madan. Exercises in Practical Chemistry. 

Vol. I. Elementary Exercises. By A. G. Vernon Harcodrt, M.A., and 
H. G. Madan, M.A. Fourth Edition. Crown 8vo. 10*. 6d, 

Madan. Tables of Qualitative Analysis. By H. G. 

Madan, M.A. Large 4to, paper covers, 4^. 6d. 

Henaley. Figures made Easy. A first Arithmetic Book. 

By Lewis Henslet, M.A. Crovm 8vo. 6d. 
Answers to the Examples in Figures made Easy, together 

with two thousand additional Examples, with Answers. Crown 8vo. is, 

Hensley. The Scholar's Arithmetic. Crown 8vo. 2*. 6d, 

Answers to Examples in Scholar s Arithmetic, i*. 6d. 

The Scholar's Algebra. Crown 8vo. 3*. 6d. 

Hughes. Geography for Schools. By Alfred Hughes, M. A., 

late Scholar of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. Part I. Practical 
Geography. With IHagrams. Crown 8vo. 2s, 6d, 

Haolaren. A System of Physical Education: Theoretical 

and Practical. By Archibald Maclaren. Extra fcap. 8vo. is, 6d. 

Maxwell. A Treatise on Electricity and Magnetism. By 

J. Clerk Maxwell, M.A. Second Edition. 2 vols. 8vo. i^ 11s, 6d, 

An Elementary Treatise on Electricity. Edited by 

William Garnbtt, M.A. 8vo. 7*. 6d, 

London : Hskbt Fbowdb, Amen Comer, B.C. 



Tffinnhin A Treatise on Stiitica with Applications to Physice, 
Bj G. M. Ml.icuiK, M.A. TAird Edition. Vol. 1. EquiUbrinm of Cii- 
pUqm Force*. New Ediliun. ImmediaUlg. Vol. II. Statio*. 8»o. l6.. 

UniplanarKinematicB of Solids and Fluids. CrownSvo. 7«.6rf. 

Kiiller. On certain Variations in the Vocal Organs of the 

I'uiwcres. By J. Mcli.bh. TraniUteil hy F. J. Bkil, B.A., ood edited 
by A. H. Garbod, M.A., F.ll.S, With I'lataa. 4I0. 7». €d. 
Nixon. See Euclid Uevised, 

Fbillipa. Qeologv of Oxford and the Valley of the Thames. 

By John Philups" M.A., F.R.S. 8vo. in. 
Vesuvius. Crown 8vo. io«. 6d. 

Frastwioh. Geology, Chemical, Phyeifal, and St rati graphical. 
By JoBEPB PHESTWICH, M.A.. F.K.S. In two Volumei. 
Vol. I. Chemical and Physical. Royal 8vo. il. 5». 
Vol. II. Stiatigrnphicul and Physical. With a new Geo- 
logical Map of Europe. Soyal 8va. il. i6j. 
New Geological Mop of Europe. In case or on roller, 5*. 

Price. Treatise on InSnitcsimal Calculus. By Baktuolouew 
Pbioi, M.A., F.ILS. 

Vol.1. llilTereatiiil 0>lculu«. Second Edition. 8vo. I41. (irf. 
Vol.11. IntcgT&ICalculiiA, Calculus of VarikUoni, Bud Ditfer«nti>l 

Gqtutioiu. Second Elitio». 8vo. iBt. 
Vol. ITI. SUtica, incladini^ Attmctioiu ; Dynunici of > Mrteriftl 

Putdcle. Second Edition. 870.16). 
Vol. rV. Dynuniei oT Material Syiteoia. Sroond Bdiliou. Sto. i8«, 

Fritohard. Astronomical Observations made at the University 

Observatory, Oxford, under the direction of C. PaiTCBAltt), D.D. No. 1. 
Royal Sto, paper covers, jt. 6d, 
No. II, Uranometria Nova Oxoniensis. A Photometric 

datermination of the magnitudes of all Stars visible tii the naked eye, 
&oin tbe Pole tu ten degrees louth of the Equator. Royal 8vo. 8(. 6d. 

No, III. Researches in Stellar Parallax by the aid of 

Photugraphy, Boyal Svo. J: 6d. 

Bigaod'a Correspondence of Scientific Men of the 17th 

Centnry, with Tkble of Contents by A. de Hdbqah, and Itulu by 
J. licoAUU, M.A. 1 vob. Bro. iSt. 6^. 
BolleatoD and Jackson. Forms of Animal Life. A Manual of 
Coinporattve Aoatoioy, with deecriptions of selected types. By GloKaa 
RnLLKHToN, M.D.. F.R.S. Stamd Edition. Revised and enlarged by 
W. Hatchett Jaueson, M.A. Medium 8va..ii. 16'. 
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BoUeston. ScientiRc Papers and Addresses. By Geobgb 

BoLLESTON, M.D., F.R.S. Arranged and edited by William Turner, 
M.B., F.R.S. With a Biographical Sketch by Edward Tylor, F.R.S. 
a Yois. 8vo. i^. 4«. 

Smyth. A Cycle of Celestial Objects. Observed, Reduced, 

and DiscnsBed by Admiral W. H. Smtth, R.N. Revised, condensed, and 
greatly enlarged by G. F. Chambers, F.R.A.S. 8vo. ia«. 

Stewart. An Elementary Treatise on Heat, with numerous 

Woodcuts and Diagrams. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D., F.R.S. Fifth 
"Edition, Extra fcap. Svo. 7«. dd. 

Vemon-Harcotirt. Treatise on Rivers and Canals, relating to 

Ck>ntrol and Improvement of Rivers, and De<dgn, Construction, and Develop- 
ment of Canals. By L. F. Vernon-Harcourt, M. A. a vols. 8vo. i/. i#. 

Harbours and Docks ; their Physical Features, History, 

Construction, Equipment, and Maintenance ; with Statistics as to their 
Commercial Development, a vols. Svo. 25^. 

Walker. The Theory of a Physical Balance. By James 

Walker, M. A. Svo, stiff cover, 3«. 6rf. 

Watson and Burbnry. 
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